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right hanghcorner. It was a fitting
shack and it was made com-
plete when John Aloisi dribbled
past twolapanesedefenders on the
t:uunlgr il thumped a shot past
Yanagisawa in goal. It ended 3-1
altl ‘ﬂmt was not a general
repri tion of the pattern of
‘,-‘i nk wove his magic
ain @ :_who is to say what his
team willdo this time around.

Repglhllc have made a
‘of qualifying for the last two
World G up's but now that they are
here they showed that they are
genuine contenders with easily the
best performance by a team in the
World Cup so farTheir domination
of play over the USA was so supe-
rior that they almost strolled to win
without breaking swear. The vic-
tory might have been tempered
slightlywith the injury to Jan Koller
but the Czech's are definitely one
to look our for come July. But most
importantly, temegmber the name
Rosicky. Fhe Hewly recruited
Arsenal mi n.;&-ss the standout
per:lhrmtr for the Czechs and he
sigkly marked himself out as
ones __Esraﬁqfahiswumamem
Not o be outdone, Italy too
turned inastegling performance to
beat Ghana 2.0. The end result may
have been a bit unfair to the
Africans after they had made a lot
of the play for most of the match.
Bur the [talian defence as usuoal
stood firm against pressure and
kept their opponents at bay. Nesta
and Cannavaro looked assured in
defen,l:e and untested wingbucks
{o also did well.
An Egilzg&fguafr:lted in an eye-
ching performance that was
mpped off by a super 25-yard
strike, However I[taly will have
Samuel Kuffor to thank after the

Roma defender played an inexpli-

cable back pass into the path of
Vincenzo [aquinta for the Udinese
forward to score his first interna-
tional goal. Heartbreak for Kuffor
after playing so well alongside
partner Mensa. For their parr, [taly
looked very assured and made
some intricate passing moves
which might help them shed the
'cateneceio’ image thathasstuckto
them aver the past. Victory might
hmerbamumd slightly with the
hjutyloﬁanceuo’lmti
minaﬂitmadny for midfiald

Bnal! a8 Tim Cahill, Andrea
itha "’i‘ﬁtl ni'hst spectacularly

15§ ﬂnlﬂk}'" domingting the

%
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team problem.

“It Is the character of this team
to play an offensive style but we
should try to improve defensively
now that the big opponents are
waiting," hewarned,

"Conceding so many goals is a
problem of the team, not just the
defence."

Did U Know?

The first own-goal of the 1978 World Cup
was credited to the unlucky Emy Brandts of
the Netherdands forhis blunder against ltaly,

nante into the rec um‘
 canbeat Gerd Muller's
e

Secord Test, Doy Five
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Indian legspinner Anil Kumble celebrates with teammates after dismissing West Indian opener Chris Gayle on the third day of the second Test at The
Beausejour Stadiumin Gros Isleton Monday.

Rain obstructs India

BP0 Cricket

AFP, Gros Islet

India were looking to deliver the
knockout punch when it rained on
their parade in the second Test
against West Indies on Monday at
the Beausejour Cricket Ground.

After being asked to follow-on
373 runs behind from the first
innings, West Indies were 43 forone
in their second innings, when a
torrential downpour swept across
the groundwith 1 1.3 overs remaining
onthethird day.

Replying to India's first innings
total of 588 for eight declared, West
Indies had been bowled out for 215

about L0minutes past the scheduled

“teabireak

Virender Sehwag, bowling his
ungomplicated off-spin, took three
wickets for 33 runs from 16.1 oversto
bea thorn in the side of the Windies'
lowerorder.

MunafPatel took threefor 51 from
17 overs to undermine the home
team'stop order, and leg-spin bowler
Anil Kumble became the fourth
highest wicket-taker in Tests, when
hesnared three for57 from 30 overs.

Chris Gayle hit seven fours and
one sixin the top score of46 from 106
balls. He added 51 for the fourth
wicket with fellow left-hander
Shivnarine Chanderpaul, who
scored 30,

Apart from Gayle and
Chanderpaul, Denesh Ramdin
gleaned 30 and Dwayne Bravo made
25 to beef up the West Indies first
innings total when they added 61 for
thesixthwicket.

Following on, West Indies suf-
fered an immediate setback when
Gayle was caught behind off Irfan
Pathan for two with the third ball of
the innings, driving lazily at a deliv-
ery moving away outside the off-
stump.

West Indies captain Brian Lard
came to the wicket and defied the
Indian attack with every fibre of his
being to reach 15 and compatriot
Daren Ganga showed similar resil-
ience to get to 24 before the weather
interrupted,
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Around Poland, where some 90
percent of the population are
Catholic, masses are being said for
the team and coach Pawel Janas,
derided in the press -after the
Ecuador debacle.

Ordinary Poles and clerics,
including Cardinal Henryk
Gulbinowicz, have said private
prayersforthe team.

"When I was at Jasna Gora, |
prayed that our players would win.
I'm with them with all my heart,”
Gulbinowicz told mass circulation
tabloid, Super Express,

Jasna Gora, in the southemn
town of Czestochowa, is home to
Poland’s most sacred place, the
shrine of the Black Madonna,
believed to have miraculous pow-
BI5.

Super Express said it has "com-
missioned” two masses for the
national squad in the hope of
“transforming a duck into an
eagle” so that the World Cup won't
be aver for us tomorrow.”
Millionon the mile
More than one million fans from all
over the world have walked the
Fan-Mile in central Berlin, the
place to be for supporters without
tickets around the Brandenburg
Gate.

Fans can watch games on giant
screens and countless groups from
all participating nationfhive been
joining in the fun, snapping up
souvenirs and downing Sausages,

Earlier, India had removed Gayle
and Chanderpaul in the first hour o
maintain their stranglehold on the
Test.

WestIndieslooked tobe makinga
fist of it when Gayle and
Chanderpaul bauled through the
firstdS minuteswithlittletrouble.

Gayle had the joy of swatting
Kumble over mid-wicket for a six
abaut 10 rows into the stand, but tHe
champion Indianleg-spinnergained
his pound of Hesh with his next
delivery.

Gayle, playing back, instead of
forward, groped at a delivery that
spun agross him and was pouched by
the wicketkeeper to become
Kumble's 519th Test wicket -- draw-
ing him level with Gayle's Jamaican
compatriot Courtney Walsh -- as the %

fourth highest wicket-taker inTestsew

Pathan added further agonyss
when he deceived Chanderpdul with -
a slower, in-swinging delivery, and-
had him adjudged Ibw in the next
OVEr.

Bravo and Ramdin carried West
Indies through to 139 for five at the
interval, but the home team offered
only token resistancelunch.

Kumble macde the breakthrough
about 45 minutes after the interval .
when he had Bravo caught at slip
edging a back-foot drive for his 520th
Test scalp that placed him behind
Austrnlia’s Shane Warne (685), Sri
Lanka's Muttiah Muralidaran (624),
and another Aussie Glenn MeGrath
(542) on the list of leading Test
bowlers.

Three overs later, Patel struck
when he removed Ramdin, caught
behind edging a drive, and though
Jerome Taylor with 23 and [an
Bradshaw with 20 defied the
Indians towards the end, it was
only a matter of time before the
inevitable took place.

West Indies lost their last three
wickets for five runs in the space of
57 balls.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard at stumps on the third
day of the second Test between
West Indies and India at the
Beausejour Cricket Ground on
Monday:

burgers and beer as they enjoy the
occasionand the hotweather.

Listen toyourbody e
With the weather having been

sticky in the first few days of the

tournament doctors are warning

fans to drink enough water and not

toshouttoo much.

Professor Carsten Stick of the
Institute for Climatological
Medicine at Kiel University says
that "if youshout too much you risk
fainting when you breathe too
quickly and too deeply.”

His advice; "Listen to what your
bodyistelling you."

Thesize matters

Four Swiss-based Argentina fans
and four friends from Puerto
Esperanza (Cape of Good Hope)
have brought an 80-kilo flag to the
Waorld Cup. But the 50 by 22-metres
flagecan'tbe taken to the stadium as
the official limit such fan accoutre-
mentsis three-by-one metres,
Royal rewards

The president of the Saudi Football
Federation Sultan bin Fahad bin
Abdul Aziz is offering rich rewards
o motivate the rank outsiders at
the World Cup ahead of their
opener against Tunisia in Munich
onTuesday.

Each man will receive 100.(]{:-0
dollars in theeventofawin.

In 1994, the squad were hailed
as heroes after reaching the second
round.

INDIA: First innings 588 for eight
declured (Sehwag 180, Kaif 148 not
out, Dravid 146)

WEST INDIES: First innings (over-

night65for3)

GaylecDhonib Kumble 46
Gangalbwb Patel 16
Sarwan |bw b Patel 0
LaralbwbKumble 7
Chanderpaul lbwb Pathan 30
Bravo ¢ Dravid b Kumble 25
RamdincDhonib Patel 30
Bradshaw cand bSehwag 20
Taylor ¢ Kaifb Sehwag 23
Collinsc Dravid b Sehwag 0
Callymore notout 2
Extrus: (b-5,1b-2,nb-9) 16
Total: (All out in 85.1 overs) 215

Fall of wickets: 1-36, 2-36, 3-55, 4-
. 106, 5-}(96 6-167, 7-178, 8-209, 9-

\ﬂﬂ! e gy Dol (R
‘Pathan o T B
_Patel Yp e oBN - 3
Kumble 80" 12 557 '3
VSingh 11 A R
Sehwag i A
Yuvraj Bl -l
WEST INDIES: Second innings
Gaylec Dhonib Pathan 2
Ganganotout 24
Laranotout . 15
‘Extras: (nb-2) 2
Totak (For 1 wktin 17.3 overs) 43
Fallofwicket; 1-2
Bowler 0O M R W
Pathan 7 ) e T |
Patel 5 4 4.0
VSingh 30 19
Kumble 0 AT
Sehwag 03 0 0 0
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Baros worried
INTERNET, undared

Czech Republic striker Milan Baros
fears he may miss the entire World
Cup with afoat injury.

The Aston Villa hit-man admits
the injury is still bothering him,
and he said: "Of course I am wor-
ried [will miss the tournament.

"You see all these big games and
youwantto playinthem.

"This is the first time we have
qualified for the World Cup in 16
yearsandIwant to be involved.

"But my health is the most
importantthing.1donotwantto be
out for a year just because I have
hatl an injection to try to get me
through.

"The problem is with the inside
of my foot. It hurts when [ mave
anditisnotgood.”

Vidic's WC over
REUTERS, Billerbeck

Serbia & Montenegro defender
Nemanja Vidic will miss the rest of
the World Cup after picking up a
knee injury in training, a team
official said on Tuesday,

~ "Unfortunately, our centre back
Nemanja Vidie is out for the rest of
the toumament after sustaining a
serious knee injury in Monday's
training,” said team spokesman
Aleksandar Boskovic.

"A detailed medical check up
established damage to his left knee
ligaments and he will be sidelined
for several weeks at least,” he told
reporters,

Vidie, who was due to return to
the lineup after for the Group C
match against Argentina on Friday
after suspension, was injured after
sliding to collect a loose ball. He
was carried off the training pitch in
alotof pain.

The Manchester United
defender was suspended for Serbia

Marcus whacks
neighbours

AFP, Belfast

Marcus Trescothick hit a superb
113 as England ran up a total of
301-7 in their 50 overs in the
inaugural one-day international
against Ireland here onTuesday.

Left-hander Trescothick
struck 14 houndaries in an ele-
gant innings after England won
the toss and opted to bat.

But fellow openér Ed Joyce,
making his England debut
against an Ireland side that
included his brother Dominick,
did not have such a happy morn-
ing.

The Dublin-born Middlesex
batsman had made just 10 when
he attempted to pull seamer
David Langford-Smith and pre-

vosented Kevin O'Brien swith. a
sstratghtforward cateh av mid--

wicker.

Joyce's departure triggered a
mini-collapse with England
losing both stand-in captain
Andrew Straus (4) and Paul
Collingwood (10) cheaply as they
struggled to 92-3 after 14 overs.

But a determined display by
Warwickshire batsman Ian Bell (B0)
and Trescothick's increasingly
fluency got the visitors back on
track and ensured [reland were set
atough target to win the match,

Ireland have been granted full
international status for a two-
year period after qualifying for
the 2007 World Cup in the West
Indies.

GERMANY

seausa Fn‘.'-q IMisma-i L s dF "
: Fheye*yed-n" don -y
when they attack unm:nm

a lot of guals but the defence'is |
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Don't blame the sun
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AP, Buehlertal

They won, 1-0, and that's what
counts.

England was alsn sapped by the .

sun and struggling against
Paraguay, and that's thelast thing it
warlts against its next opponent --
twin-island upstart Trinidad and
Tobago, which played Sweden to a
stunning 0-0 draw.

“You can't roll over teams like

| Mrinidad,” midfielder Joe Cole said

Sunday. "They showed yesterday
that they can compete against
Sweden. ... To get the start we did
wasmarvelous,”
And agift.

* Without even scoring a goal,
England won its Group € opener
when Paraguay captain Carlos
Gamarra inadvertently headed in

captain David Beckham's curling

free kick less than three minutes
into Saturday's mateh.

That exhilarating start, which
surely delighted Prince William,
who made the trip to Frankfurt, fell
apart fast when the ream wilted in
the H6-degree heat,

Some players sweated off nearly
10 pounds, even though rteam
officials provided nearly three
times as much water as usual dur-
ing the match,

By the second half, England’s

_normally aggressive, physical

game wasin the tank.
"I'm not worried we faded,"
Beckham said. "Our performance

was totally down to the heat. You

can't go into a game like that and
expect to be playing 100 percent all
through the game.

“The imporrant thing is that we

have got off to a good start and
that's what we have to be happy
with. It's not often we are in this
positionafter the first game."

And they might get star striker
Wayne Rooney back for the T&T
game. Coach Sven Goran-Eriksson
said Sundaynight he was "optimis-
tic" that Rooney could play
Thursday.

Rooney has been sidelined for
sixweeks with abroken foot,

Cole was concerned that his
teammates were waved away from
getting water on the sideline by
game officials. It wasn't clear
whether the same thing happened
to Paraguay players.

“There was a couple of times
when you wentaverto... tryandget
a drink, and for some reason they
didn't want us to,” he said., "I don't
know too much about that, but I
thinkit's important in those condi-
tionstobedrinkingregularly.

"Without sounding like we're
making excuses -- we won the
game -- but [ think the conditions
played a massive part,” he said.

England director of communi-
cations Adrian Bevington said the
team's medical staff was also con-
cemmed. England went through 148
pints of water during the match; it
normally goes through 42.

*It's important that FIFA and
the referees take into account that
players are getting dehydrated, and
if there's a break in play, or it's a
goal kick or a corner or a throw-in,
that the referee just factors in an
extra second or two so the players
can get a quick intake of water,"
Bevington said.

FIFA said it encouraged players
todrink fluids.

Colesaid the weather was hotter
for the opener than it was for the
games England played at the 2002
World Cup in Japan and the 2004
European Championship in

._
Portugal. :
England plays 'D'infdad an
Tobago at 6 p.m. local ime o
Thursday and Sweden at 9 p.m oy
June 20, b
The forecast for the next ﬁmﬂ i
calls for a high temperature of 64
degrees and a 60 percent chance of

showers. %
"Once that heat dies downiitwill
help us," Beckham said. i

But England can't place all lh‘a
blameon the heat. '

. Forward Michael Owen failed tb
fire, his lacK of match fitéss high-
lighted when he was replaced in
the 65th minute. It's the first tinfe
Eriksson -- in charge for 5 1/2 years
-- has ever substituted Owen for
reasons other thaninjury

“It's obviously a tactical thing,"
said Cole, who played second
striker behind Peter Crouch when
Owen was taken off. "We needed
someane to try to get onto the ball
and try and probe a few passes. The
boss knows I can do it. And it gives
us another option, which is what
it's all about. I was happy that | gor
thatkind ofresponsibilitg."

[sing Cole highlights the holes -
in England's offense. Its other
strikers are Rooney and untested
17-year-old Theo Walcott. When
Cole was taken off, Eriksson sent
out winger Stewart Downing, even
thoughWalcott waswarmingup.

Cole said Owen, who only
returned [ast month after breaking
his foot on Dec. 31, didn't need to
prove himself.

*1 think he'll score lots of goals
this tournament,” he sald.

After Trinidad and Tobago's
rousing draw with Sweden,
England knows it hasto improve.

"It shows that football's
changed over the last 20 years,”
Colesaid. "You can'troll over teams
like Trinidad."

Relief for hosts
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countries. [ have not quite lost my
Polishheart.”

Poland scouts will be asking
themselves how the duo slipped

through the net and ended up

representing old foes Germany.

Coach Pawel Janas admits
Germany's attack is a concern
but felt their leaky defence was a

natas good,” Janas said,’

Legendary Polish striker
Zbigniew Boniek, part of the
team that finished third at the
1982 World Cup, agreed.

"Any team with an intelligent
player that can thread a pass
between the centre-backs will
have a lot of joy against
Germany,” Boniek declared.

Poland's star striker Ebi
Smolarek, playing on the ground
where he plays for club side
Borussia Dortmund, willhope to
prosper against the suspect
German defence, but will be

shackled by his club team-marte
Christoph Metzelder.

Poland and Germany have
met twice in the World Cup and
thelatter holds the upper hand.

At the 1974 World Cup hosts
West Germany defeated Poland
1-0 in Frankfurt as they went on
toliftthe title,

Four years later in Argentina

. anmns met dgain and
& finishedD-0

: A4 meetin Germ'my'ﬂa'-le

never lost against Poland --
winning ten and drawing the
other four -- and Germany have
‘also never tasted defear in
Dortmund,

Poland coach Pawel Janas is
understandably a worried man.

Defeat against Ecuador led to
calls from officials and former
players and coaches to switch
back from a five-man midfield to
the 4-4-2 formation used in
qualifying.

Janas has confirmed that he
will make changes for the
Germany game, although he has
refused to give details.

Ebi Smolarek, though, is
keeping a positive outlook.

*There is a very way (o
get out of the gmu:'s";ﬂi beat
Germany,” he said. *It will be
hard but for sure it's posﬂht& to
win. The return of Ballack will
have a big impact for the
Germans but they are not
unbeatable.” '

L=

Things going:
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Ghana coach Ratomir Du}kuvic
was upset with his team's failure to
contain Italy's thrusts down the left
flank.

"We had lots of problems down
thatside, time aftertime,” he said.

Dujkovic insisted Ghana,
appearing at their first World Cup,
could overcome theirbad start,

“T still believé we can pass
through the group stage,” said the
Serb whose side next face the
Czech Republic, 3-0 winnérs over
the United States in the day's early
match.

BITS AND BOBS

&Montenegro'sopening 1 -0 defeat
by the Netherlands on Sunday.

'Robhben too selfish*
INTERNET, undated

Holland striker Robin van Persie
has launched an amazing attack on
team-mate Arjen Robben.

The Arsenal striker set-up
Robben for the only goal of the
game in the win over Serbia &
Montenegro at the weejend.

However, he has now accused
Robben of being too selfish during
the game,

"He needs to take his team-
mates into account,” Van Persie
said. "Sometimes he makes choices
that are good for him and not for the

_ team.

"We need to realise we are in this
together. We had several chances
against Serbia but against the really
big countries you maybe get one
chance.”

The Dutch camp has been
famous for infighting at major
tournaments over the years and it
appears that the 2006 World Cup
may benoexception.

Bogus cops!
REUTERS, Frankfirt

Frankfurt police have urged soccer
fans attending World Cup games in
the city to be wary of bogus police
officers attempting to steal cash and
passports. Police handed out leaf-
lets to fans outside the Waldstadion
before South Korea's clash with
Togo on Tuesday urging fans to be
vigilant.

"Over the past few weeks, the
Frankfurt police have seen an
increase in the number of cases
repoarted of thieves posing as plain
clothes police officers,” police
stated in the leaflet, which was
printed in eight differentlanguages.
Fans were advised that German

police officers must show their
identity cards.

Koller uncertain

AFP, Herlin

Czech swiker Jan Koller's future
participation in the World Cup hung
in the balance on Tuesday as team’
doctors said his torn thigh muscle
could rake berween 10 days and six
weeks to recover.

Team doctor Jiri Foucek said it
was impossible to make a decision
on Koller until the 33-year-old
started having treatment. :

"Everythingis possible, He could

be out of action for between 10 days

andsixweeks," Fouceksaid.

"We hope he will be available to
play inthe quarterfinals.”

To get that far, the Czechs will
haveto playanother threematches.

Koller, his country's leading
goalscorer with 43 goals in 69
appearances, had said the injury
was "simplya tear" and was hopeful
of playing again in what is likely to
behislastWorld Cup.

The towering striker, who
recently joined Monaco from
Borussia Dortmund, had only
recently recoveredt from a cruciate
ligament injury that forced him to
miss mostofthe season.

Totti happy and fit

INTERNET, undated

The Italian forward had to leave the
pitch duetoabruise.

¢+ Francesco Totti reassured his
fans that the knock he picked up
during the victorious 2-0 march
against Ghana was just a bruise and
nothing serious.

"I'm fine, it's nothing to worry
abour, [ was very scared, | felt a
strongpain, then they told me thatit
was justaknock andlcalmed down.

"I'mimproving and happyabout
my performance, We want to arrive

till the end and it's only on our
shoulders the responsibility of
reaching thisobjective.

"The group is united and more
convinced than during the
European Championships in
Portugal, we want fo obtain a lot of
satisfactions.”

Pirlo dedicates
goaltoson

INTERNET, undated

The Italian midfielder described the
goalas animmensejoy.

Andrea Pirlo has promised his

.Son he would have scored a goal,
and so it was for the Milan player
who opened the score for the
Azzurriin their2-0win aver Ghana.

*It's animmense joy. My son had
asked me for a goal. [ did itand I'm
happy.

“It started well. We suffered a bit
their return in the second half as
they started to play more to recover.
We knew that the first match would
have been tough. For many this was
thefirsttimeattheWarld Cup.”

Nosmoking!

AFP, Berlin

Mexican coach Ricardo Lavolpe will
be given a warning about smoking
on the touchlines ar the World Cup
after he lit up during the 3-1 victory
overIran, FIFA saidon Tuesday.

FIFA officials spotted Lavolpe
smoking when they reviewed the
videotape of Sunday's match in
Nuremberg.

"We looked at the tape and in fact
we realised he did smoke,"” FIFA's
head of communications Markus
Sieglertold adaily pressbriefing,

"An official letter will be sent to
the Mexican federation underlining
that neither the coaches nor anyone
else on the sidelines is allowed to
smoke."

Although spectators lruhe mdi- 3
ums at the tourriament in Germany - &
are permitied o smoke, FIFA has : 2
prohibited players, coaches. nmt W
officials from doingso, 4 ety

Lavolpe, who won the World's
Cup as a player with Argentina lr.l'. %
1978, is a chain-smoker who was "~
rarely seen without a cigarette in
his hand at last year's
ConfederationsCupinGermany, ¢

Mexico play Angolain theirnext -
Group D march in Hanover on
Friday. 1

WC heart attack

AFP, Beifing

-

1
A Chinese football fan suffered a §
heart attack during a World Cup ¥
match following three sleepness
nights of heavy drinking and
watching the tournament on tele-
vision,adoctor saidTuesday. ‘
The 42-year-old man, sur-
named Zhang, from Qingdao in
eastern China's Shandong prov- '
ince, became agitated after seeing
Portugal miss a goal against
Angola, according (o, newspaper
Teports.

"He spent oo long continus
ously watching the games and he
drank too much,” Yin Zuomin, @&
docror from the casualty depart-
ment of Qingdao City Hospital told
AFP, confirming Zhang's heart .
artack.

"He is still in hospital but the
mostdangerous period is over.” s

China is six hours ahead of |,
Germany, meaning 2]}& early )
matches hegin ar.;ﬁ:_llﬂ local
time and the [ateststartat3:00am. «

Although China did nnl make *
the World Cup finals, the tourna-
ment is proving hugely popular in®
the nation of 1.3 billion people, =
with state-run television broad--
castingall the matches.
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