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The opposition men then
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COUNTRYWIDE HARTAL

A correspondent reports from
Tong lbﬂiﬂal Supporters van-
dalised and torched five buses on

Mgnensin highway
rly: memnﬁing.‘l'hey
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I t Anwar Hossain, BCL
General Secretary GM Arafat,
ghn!oiomn!ists of the 'Jugantor’
hameem Nur and of "Ajker
Narayanganj' Sajib Khondoker

were injuredlhcrn.

In Sirajganj, at least 15 pro-
hartal activists were injured,
including two Seriously, when
police charged batons on them at
Nalka bus station in Ralganj
upazila yesterday morning,
reports our Sirajganj correspon-
dent.

The pickets vandalised about
10 vehicles.

In Pabna, at least 10 BCL and
Jubo League activists were injured
when JCD activists attacked them
during the hartal hours, reports
our Pabna correspondent.

JCD cadres chopped Jubo
League leader Azlzulp gabu who
was rushed later to Dhaka Medical
College Hospital. A

Our Jessore correspondent
reports: BNP activists in a motor-
biEn procession attacked a Jubo
League procession at
Chhotoanchra in Benapole at
11:30am yesterday. Some people
also attacked AL leader
Nuruzzaman's house ln]urln*his
brother Wahiduzzaman and four
athers.

Police arrested three AL activ-
ists earlier on Monday night.

Our Barisal correspondent
reported that pickets tried to put
barricades at Nathullabad,
Rupatali, Kuli{im and other entry
Em tsofthec %inlhuearlymnm-
ng and vandalised two buses and
trucks, four tempos and rick-
shaws, injuring at least two pas-
sengers.

n Manikganj, oppoSition
activists set fire to two passénger
buses in Dhamrai and Uthuly in
Shibalaya upazila, reports our
Manikganjcorrespondent.

Our staff corrasrondl:m in
Sylhet reported that E ckets pelted
brickbats on Islami Bank and T&T
Office at Taltola in the city and
damaged eipfhl rickshaws there.

Reports from our correspon-
dents in Bogra, Khulna and
Bandarban, and at Rnilshe:hi
University said hartal was
ohserved peacefully in the dis-
tricts.

HASINA STATEMENT

Leader of the Opposition Sheikh
Hasina blasted the police for
excesses on opposition leaders
during the countrywide shutdown
yesterday and urged them to stop
attacking and torturing the oppo-
sition's peaceful demonstrations.

Hasina, also the AL president,
in a statement yesterday thanked
the countrymen for observing
yesterday's hartal and urged them
to make today's hartal a complete
suceess.

The AL chief also demanded
immediate release of the opposi-
tion leaders and activists arrested
during Sunday's Dhaka siege and
harmf

"The government will have t
stepa the path of]
to gve

. politic T 5
Hasina said urging the alliance

ﬁovemmem to accept their
emand for electoral reform. She
said otherwise the government
would be forced to accept the
demand and resign after vigorous
movements,

Brazil ride
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Pele as his country's all-time top
scorer it the competition.

His lack of form meant a chance
for clubmate Robinho toimpress.

Brazil began brightly, Roberto
Carlos stinging Pletikosa's fingertips
with a long-distance drive before
Ronaldinho again forced the
Croatinn shot-stopper into action
with a low effort which the Hajduk
Splitkeeper turned away foracomer.

Hut despite e:u;r ‘““‘“’S’ and
industry from Ronaldinho, Croatia
were not intimidated and Rangers
striker Dado Prso burst down the
left before cutting in to send an

.ambitious effart over Dida's cross-

bar,
Facing the Brazilian "mnEic
quartet” of Ronaldinho, Kaka,
Honaldo and Adriano, Croatian
coach Zlatko Kranjcar fielded a five-
man midfield including former
Juventusdefenderlgor Tudor.

The Croatians had to make a
chinge on 40 minutes when skipper
Niko Kovac, allread{ booked for a
challenge on Kaka, withdrew
clutching his chest after a tussle
with Adnano, giving way to Jerko
Leko as Tudor took the captain's
armband,

Behind at the interval, Croatia
had to raise their game and Prso and
Ivan Klasnic forced Kaka's clubmate
Dida [nto two smart stops in quick
succession.

After 55 minutes, Ronaldo, lan-
guid in the extreme in the opening
period, suddenly roused himself to
shootjustover.

Adriano had also been quiet and
it was left to Ronaldinho to move
into the centre forward position on
63 minutes, his header from a
rightwing cross by veteran skipper
Cafu bringing an athletic stop Irom
Pletikosa.

Robert Kovac then followed his
sibling into Mexican referee Benito
Archundia's book for felling
Adriano.

With 20 niinutes remaining and
not satisfied that a blunt Ronaldo --
whose weight and form have been
sources of much cantroversy -- was
goiuﬁm find a way through, Brazil
coach Carlos Alberto Parreira sent
Robinhainto the fray,

That only spurred the Croatians
on as Marko Babic fired straight at
Dida and Nike Krajncar headed
aver.

Kaka then showed he has a right
foot as talented as his left in firing a'

snapshot just wide as Brazil closed |

out theresult.

TEAMS

BRAZIL: Dida; Cafu, Lucio, Juan,
Roberto Carlos, Emerson, Ze
Roberto; Kaka, Ronaldinho;
Ronaldo (Robinho 69), Adriano.
Yellowcard: Emersan (42)
CROATIA: Stipe Pletikosa; Darig
Simic, Robert Kovac, Josip Simunic;
Darijo Srna, Igor Tudor, Niko Kovac
(Jerko Leko 40}, Marko Babic Niko
Kranjear; Dado Prso, Ivan Klasnic
(Ivica Olic57).

Yellow cards: Niko Kovac (32),
Robert Kovac (67), Tudor (90)
Referee: Benito Archundia (Mexico)

Attendance: 72,000

J§ approves
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defence ministry spent Tk 330
crore extrii, and the home ministry
spent Tk 225 crore extra. The local
government department’s extra
expenditure is Tk 215 crore, while
the power division, and the textile
and jute ministry spent Tk 127
crore and Tk 120 crore extra respec-

tively.
According to the
Supplementary Financial

Statement, an additional Tk 500
crore has been allocated to the
revenue budget of the agriculture
ministry for enhancing agriculture
procluction as well as for imple-
mentation of 23 new development
projects.

Expenditure of the defence
ministry increased due to procure-
ment of ransport, spare parts, and
fuel for the United Nations peace
keeping missions abroad in which
Bangaladesh parricipates, for
payment of allowance to the army
personnel engaged in such mis-
sions, and for additional expendi-
turein overall defence logistics,

The home ministry's expendi-

ture rose as it had to purchase
transports for the police and Rab,
for maintaining law and order
during the recent Saarc summit, for
purchasing security and commu-
nicationsinstruments, etc.
. Yesterday, Finance Minister M
Saifur Rahman placed the supple-
mentary budget for the parlia-
ment's approval with the main
opposition Awami League absent
inthe House.

5 boys
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Mohammadpurin Dhaka.

The boys, hail from Comilla,
Magura, Borguna and Dhaka dis-
tricts, said they came out of the
shelter on promise by the traffick-
ersofgood jobsin India.

. .
3 missing
FROM PAGE 16 s
remained missing since the acci-
dent,

Fire Brigade divers from
Sadarghat rushed to the spot, but
could not rescue any of the victims
asof7:00pm.

The boatman was identified as
Ratan, 60. Identity of the passen-
gers could notbe known.

BNP leader

FROM PAGE 16

place. He was rushed to Khulna
Medical College Hospital for treat-
ment.

" “Police said Satam nded to lsue

eath threats to owners of shrimp
farms to extract money from them.
Locals attacked him around
11:30pm on Monday, beat him up
and gouged out hath his eyes.
Police quoting locals said Salam
was also closely linked to Purba
Banglar Communist Party (PBCP)
Janajuddho faction.

Indian
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Commission in Dhaka requested
the Bangladesh government fto
share with it the details about the
identityof those killed in the opera-
tion, reported as being 10 Indian
nationals and members of the
Nartional Liberation Front of
Tripura (NLFT), sources said.

A Rab release said yesterday the
raid was conducted following
information from two drug ped-
dlers --Shishir Marak and Salang
Marak--arrested on Sunday in
Dhalea.

The nug:l)‘ wen]aj nlﬂm killi]mtl.l ci[Jmﬂl?l g
the t as bullets fired by the
muc“?eﬂum;mem.

The Rab release said the identi-
ties of the eight other miscreants
could not be ascertained, but it is
suspected that they are not
Bangladeshinationals.

Sources sald the dead miscre-
ants might be members of NLFL
The insurgents of the organisation
have been operating in various
bardering areas s!nce?ls formation
in 1994, securitysourcesadded.

Our Rangamati and
Khagrachhari correspondents
report: Sources said thejalnt ream
of around 100 army and Rab per-
sonnel surrounded the den in a
remote hill area of Sajek union on
Monday murnlnF and asked the
insurgents on loudspeakers (o
surrender. But the terrorists started
ﬁ:inﬁon the join team members.

The operation was led by
Chittagong Rab-7 commandin
officer Lt Col Hasinur Reza, Ral
intelligence wing Director Lt Col
Gulzar and Major Mujibur Rahman
of 24 infantr ivision of
Bangladesh Armyin hill tracts.

During the half-an-hour long
clash, two members of the joint
force were also hurt.

"As the situation calmed down,
the joint force members entered
the den and found eight dead
bodies," said the Rab press release.

The firearms and explosives
seized from the den include one
9mm SMG, one DBBL, ong 303
rifle, two pistols, two revolvers,
three single barrel gun, 50 electric
detonators and 10 power gel explo-
sives. Besides, an SMG magazine, a
walkie-talkie set, one telescope
sight for weapon and 25 rounds of
bullets were also seized.

The joint force handed over the
10 dead badies to Baghaichhari
police around 9:30pm on Mondiy.

. Officer-in-Charge of
Ba%halchhan Palice Station
Aminul Haq could not provide any

| information regarding age, address

and nationality ofthe dead. He said

a case was filed with Baghaichhari

PSin this connectionon Monday.
The autopsy of the 10 dead

bodies was carried out at

Khagrachhari Sadar Hospital at
about 11.30am yesterday.

The bodies were supposed to be
sentto Chittagonglater.

No compensation
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butcompensation for the damage is
yet to berealised.

During a recent visit to
Magurchhara area by this corre-
spondent, the affected people
expressed their dissatisfactions to
him over the role of national politi-
cal leaders as well as the govern-
ment in the filure to realise com-
pensation for the damage. They
wanted to know the mystery behind
the long silence of the leaders and
the government regarding settle-
ment of compensation claims,

Louwachhara Reserve Forest
adjacent to the exploded gas well
was massively damaged. A shegun
timber garden, established in the
years 1944 to 1950, a bamboo gar-
den, established in the years 1993 to
1995, and a strip of plantation,
which was established in 1994 were
also extensively damaged by the fire.

About 96 acres of Louwachhara
forest were completely bumt. Fifty
percent of forest resources on 111,15
acres of land and 30 percent
resources on 106.21 acres of land of
thereserve forest were also damaged.
A variety of organisms and animals

use the forest as a safe habitar
were also extensively harmed.
Experts said the loss is irrecoverable.
Sinee the fire, wild animals from the
forest now come out into human
habitats insearch offood.

The erstwhile AL government
formed a committee with the erst-
while additional secretary to the
Ministry of Energy and Mineral
Resources as its chief to assess the
lnss of resources due to the explo-
sion. The committee submitted a
report to the secretary to the minis-
try on July 30,1997, Later the parlia-
mentary standing committee on
energy and mineral resources min-
istry formed another investigation
committee comprising three law-
makers. Besides, the forest depart-
ment had also conducted a survey
onJune l6and 17, 1997,

According to the reports of these
committees, the damage done to the
forest resources amount to Tk 9858
crore and 29 tea gardens of the area
suffered aloss ofaboutTk46.07 crore.

The raitway department suffered
a loss of Tk 21 crore, Jalalabad Gas
Company suffered a loss of Tk 13
lakh due to the damage to its pipe-
line, the electricity department
suffered a loss of about TK 1.35
grore. The Khasia community suf-
fered a loss of Tk 18 lakh in damage
donetotheirbetelleafplantations.

The reports said the damage
doneto the BCO]Q%}' will be impossi-
ble to recover within the next 50

Ars.

The local people of Kamalganj
area are however yet to receive
compensations while Occidental
already made a safe exit from
Magurchhara,

After the accident, another US
company Unocal took over the
operations of Magurchhara gus Aeld
and later yet another US company
Cheyron bought out Unacoal. Now
the anus is on Chevron for disburs-
ingthe claimed compensations.

According to Chevron,
Moulvibazar gas field at
Magurchhera has been operating
safely since its re-inception in
March 2005, The company drilled
through sand twice where the acei-
dent had taken place in 1997, One
well is currently producing natural
gas.

A top ranking official of Chevron
in Dhn'in told this correspondent
that they had conducted a third
party survey several years ago to

asses the impact on environment. A
settlement offer of Tk 6 crore was
made to the ministry of environ-
ment based on the assessment to
settle the matter, he claimed.

He claimed that Chevron had
already paidall substantialclaims of
compensation for the June 1997
explosion.

Burthelocal peopleas well as the
local press are not informed about
this claim of Chevron.

Lasker Maksudur Rahman,
divisional forest officer (DFO) of
Sylhet told this eorrespondent that
he knows nothing about the
assessed loss in Louwachhara
Reserve Forest following the gas well
explosion and about realisation of
compensation from Occidental or
Chevron. The DFO said the file is
now at the ministry. He said he had
joined the office afewyearsago.

Govt forms

FROM PAGE 1 ik
country'sapparel industry.

Ter:y lemrr,ll.: will work in Dhaka,
four in Chittagong and one in
Narayanganj, an official of the
labour and employment ministry
told the news agency yesterday.

The teams will visit 15 to 20
factories every week and closely
monitor wheger the workers are
paid regularly and given identity
card, appointment letter, overtime
allowance, maternity leave and
weekly holiday as per the memao~
randum of understanding (MoUJ). ©

The teams have been asked to
submit report once a weak to the
labour and employment ministry.

Bangladesh Garment
Manufacturers and Exporfers
Association (BGMEA) is likely to
form a committee to ensure imple-
mentationof the Moll.

EC decision
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the commission should make the
best use of it and if not, 4 comput-
erised database should always be
maintained to avoid future contro-
versy, costs and labour; and the
persons whose names are already
in the existing electoral roll eannot
be dropped unless they are dead or
have been declared to be of
unsound mind or ceased to be
residents or ceased to be deemed
to be residents of that area or con-
stituency.

The Appellate Division rejected
the EC appeal on May 23, uphold-
ing the HC directives with two
modifications that, according to
legal experts, strengthened the HC
directives further.

Govt aske

FrRoM'PAGE 168 " rncrrdr ottt
tarnidh the image of the judiciary.

It also denounced police action
on the opposition political leaders
and workers during agitation to
realise their various demands ancd
demanded immediate release of
those arrested and withdrawal of
"false" casesfiled against them.

The SCBA claimed compensa-
tian for the victims and demanded
proper medical treatment of the
injured.

Abdul Baset Majumder,
Mahbubey Alam, AM Amin Uddin,
M Enayetur Rahim and Bashir
Ahmed, amongothers, spoke atthe
meeting.

Many may miss
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according to the Electoral Rolls
Ordinance 1982 and Electoral Rolls
Rules 1982, any eligible people can
register hisor her name in the voter
listatany time,

Such activities of correction,
amendment and inclusion of one's
name in the voter list go round the

ear, Acting Secretary to the EC
ecretariat Mohammad Zakaria
said.

Since 1973, the EC officials have
visited door to door to collect
information about the prospective
voters to prepare the voter list
ahead of lge parliamentary elec-
tion.

But as the EC officials will not
visit door to door to this time,
experts fear that huge number of
peoplewill remain outof the list.

"It is the responsibility of the
Election Commission to enroll
eligible people in the voter list. So,
the election officials should visit
door to door to do the job. Huge
number of people will remain out
of the voter list if they do not visit
doorto door," formeradvisor to the
caretaker government M
Hafizuddin Khan told The Daily
Star.

Officials at the EC Secretariat
and district election officers also
expressed the same view, snyinﬁ
that people living in the villages wi
hardly register their names as
volers hyEFoing to the upazila or
thanaheadquarters.

Officials at the EC Secretariat
said they revised the existing voter
list prepared in 2000 several times
in last five years ahead of elections
to the union parishads, municipal-
ities and city corporations.

“About 26 lakh new voters have
been included in the existing list
during the last five years," a senior
officer said.

After revisions ahead of differ-
entlocal body polls, the currentroll
prepared in 2000 had 7.74 crore
vaters while ithad 7.48 crore voters
during the last parliamentary
election.

The EC Secretariat officials said
26 lakh new voters were added (o
the existing list, but they could not
delete any significant number of
fake voters or names of the people
who died, from the list as they did
not receive any complaint.

The draft voter list published on
May 3 that had 9.13 crore voters
triggered widespread controversy
as%ge listevidently included alarge
number of fake and 'ghost’ voters.

However, only 24,783 objections
were filed against the fake and
host voters across the country
ollowing the publication of the
draft voter list while 59,803 others
applied for inclusionin thelist.

In the context of the EC's latest
decision, experts also fear that the
fake voters and names of dead
people will remain in the existing
voterlist, as there is little possibility
offiling complaints against the fake
voters. -

"It will not be possible to iden-
tify the fake voters or people who
died after 2000 as the Eleetlon
Commission officials will not visit
door to door," former election
commissioner M Munsef Ali told
The Daily Star.

CEC MA Aziz has also admitted
that the EC has no mechanism to
identify the fake volers while a
huge number of fake voters existin
the presentvoterlist.

'%he voter list prepared in 2000
was flawed," Aziz said at a
programme on April 25.

He quoted the EU letter
addressed to the previous CEC MA
Syed, to have pointed out the exis-
tence of as many as 13 million
ghost voters, while the US State
Department report this made
a mention of B per cent fake voters
onthelist. 3 :

The Election Commission has
got the opportunity (o prepare an
accurate voter list after the court's
verdict, former election commis-
sioner M MunsefAli said.

“If the enumerators visit door to
doar, it will be easy to delete fake
voters and names of dead persons
from the voter list," he said, adding
that eligible people will also have
the chance to get their names
enrolled.

Over 1 lakh
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centres for the physically chal-
lenged insixdivisions.

The prime minister said the
government actions and efforts to
bring the physically challenged
people into the mainstream of
development have been highly
acclaimed both at home and
abroad,

She said the government has
been working to make it sure that
the disabled people could enjoy
their equal rights in every sphere of
life.

Bulu gets bail
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and remanded for one day in an
attempted murder case filed
Abdus Salam Ma}umdar wit
Gulshan Police Station at around
B:20pm the previous day. His chief
accountant Anwar Kabir was also
accused of the charge.

Five minutes beFore filing of this
case, Bulu's divorced wife Hosne
Ara Naznin filed another case for
torturing her for a dowry of Tk 2
crore.

Barlier on the same day, Bulu
filed a criminal case against
Housing and Public Works Minister
Mirza Abbas, and Managing
Director of the private satellite TV
channel Kazi Mohammad
Shahidullah, accusing them of
threatening him with death unless
he handed over his share of the
channel for free.

On June 6, Bulu suffered a heart
attack when he was standing in the
dock of a Dhaka court during the
hearing of his remand prayer in
connection with anather
attempted murder case filed with
Motijheel Police Station.

eantime, Officer-in-Charge
(0C) of Motijheel Police Station
Abdul Motaleb was suspended on
June 7, apparently for torturing
Buluwhile on remand.
BAIL OF ATTEMPTED MURDER
CASE REJECTED
Another Dhaka court yesterday
rejected Bulu's ad interim bail
petition in the attempted murder
case filed by Nur Hossain with the
Motijheel Police Station.

Judge Mohammad Momin
Ullah of the Metropolitan Sessions
Judge's court fixed tomorrow for
full hearing on theissue.

Paban's bail
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A Detective Branch (DB) team of

EEIicn captured Paban on Bailey
ad with a stolen Toyota Premio

around 10:30pmon June?.

Three criminals hijacked the
vehicle at gunpoint fromits driver in
Motijheel on October 13 [astyear.

DB produced Paban before Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate's (CMM)
Court the next day showing him
arrested without any remand
prayer. The court then ordered to
send him to jail rejecting bail prayer.

The same court placed Robinon
a four-day remand against the
prayerofa 10-dayone.

11 Palestinians -
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"was loaded with Katyuashas,"
referring to the Russian-made
rocket launcher that have a much
longer ranEe than the usual make-

shift missiles fired by Palestinian
fietions. ,

j—t’.‘ﬁhemm sai _
rockets had beersfired from Gaza®

into [srael during the past 24 hours
and more than a 100 since last
Friday.

"What Israel i5 doing is called
state terrorism, " Abbas told report-
ers at his office in Gaza. "This state
terrorism will not shake us."

Earlier his spokesman said the
Palestinian leader called on the
international community to "inter-
vene immediately to put an end to
the Israeli aggression and escala-
tion."

Separately Tuesday, four people
were reported by witnesses to have
been injured in an air strike near
Beit Lahiya, also in northern Gaza.
The IsmeYinmilltﬂry did not confirm
i.'ar%']lnguuuhesecund attack.

e Israeli military regularly
carries out raids against militants
in the densely-populated coastal
strip. Palestinian militants often
fire rockets into [srael from the
northof the territory.

Tuesday's deaths bring to 5,105
the number of people, the majority
af them Palestinians, who have
been killed since the start of the
Intifada in September 2000,
according to an AFP count.

No plan
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strategic investors through the

Privatisation Commission.
Bangladesh Bank's improved

payment systems as well as gradual

development of fund management

by the scheduled banks have

‘helped reduce the volume of idle

money, the minister said.

The volume of idle money was
Tk 1,546 crore in March 04, and Tk
1,167 crore in March 05 while it
came down to Tk 432 crore in
March 06,

Hasina
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informed the House immediately
afteryesterday's session began.

The expunction came just after
a day the main opposition in par-
liament Awami League (AL) walked
aut of the House in protest at a
cominent made by Moshiur

BNP lawmaker Moshiur
Rahman, taking the floor during a
point of order on Monday impli-
cated Sheikh Hasina in showing
reverence for former Jamaat chief
Golam Azam. Hasina in a retalia-
tory reply described the relation
between BNP and Jamaat as one
that exists between family mem-
bers,

Following the incident the
House witnessed a pandemonium
for about 15 minutes as AL law-
makers' demanded that Moshiur's
comment be expunged from the
records and that he apologises for
the comment. As their demands
were not met, AL lawmakers
walked out ofthe House,

After the AL walkout, LGRD and
Cooperatives Minister Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan took the floor
and termed the opposition leader's
statement 'indecent’ and 'un-
parliamentary'.

The acting speaker on Monday
assured that he would expunge the
'un-parliamentary’ statements
after reviewing the records.
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British police 'she
without warning’

Says victim of Bangladeshi origin

REUTERS, London

A British man shot by police seek-
ing a possible chemical bomb in a
London home, and later released
without charge, said yesterday the
officer Iiave no warning before
pulling eu‘i%cr.

*We both had eye contact, he
shot me straight away,"”
Mohammed Abdul ar, 23, tolda
news conference. "l just saw an
orange spark and a big bang. I flew
into the wall, slipped down. There
was blood coming down my chest. [
knewIwasshot."

The east London raid, which
involved about 250 police, some
wedaring chemical, biological and
radiological protection suits, was
one of the biggest since last July's
suicide bombings killed 52 com-
mutersin the capital London.

The apparent failure to find
evidence of what one police source
called "some form of viable chemi-
cal device" and the subsequent
release of Kahar and his brother
have raised questions over the
intelligence that led to the pre-
dawn raid. -

The high-profile operation has
alsa increased pressure on London

olice chief Ian Blair, already under

re over the fatal shooting on a
London train last July of a Brazilian
wrongly suspected of being a sui-
cidebamber.

British Prime Minister Tony
Blair backed the police chief on
Monday, sayini he was doing a
“fine job" and had his full confi-
dence.

IEBSF man dies

FROM PAGE 1
thana under 24 Parganas, West
Bengal.

The BDR and BSF members
exchanged around 30 shots durin
the skirmish that started aroun
7:30pm, sources in the 41 BDR
battalion said.

According to locals, a patrol
boat of 191BSF battalion attacked
some Bangladeshifishermen in the
river Ichhamati, violating the

_bilateral and  international rules
and norms ofborder management.
The BSF also tried to kidnap the
fishermen along with their fishing
nets and other materials, they
added.

When a patrolling BDR team
reached the spot hearing the fish-

ermen's yells, the Indian bogdes
p ptin 0 | te,

sourcesadded,

The residents of the bordering
villages fled their homes during the
shootout and took shelter in adja-
cent villages. They, however,
returned home yesterday morning.

Following the incident, both the
forces have reinforced their
strength in all border outposts and
increased patrols.

In the letter sent to the BDR.

authorities, the BSF protested the
killing of its border guard by the
BDR and asked for a tlag meeting,
BDRsourcessaid.

Contacted, Major Humayun of
41 rifles battalion admitted the
incidentofshootout.

"The BSF entered into the
Bangladesh river territory and
opened fire on the BDR patrol team
against which the BDR retaliated,”
hesaid.

Tension is mounting in the
bordering areas over theissue.

Police said they had "very spe-
cific im\*:lljgsmr.:tae'y from a tip-off
and had no choice but to mount
the June 2 raid.

There have been conflicting
reports about how Kahar was shot.
Some newspapers sald there had
been a strugs[e. Police have said a
shot was fired and an investigation
isunderway. '

A Metropolitan Police spokes-
woman declined to comment on
the allegations made by the brath-
ersatTuesday's newsco e,

Kahar's brother Abul Koyair, 20,
said they were woken by the sound
of smashing glass and believed
their home in Forest Gate was
being burgled because police did
notidentify themselves.

"They tried to murder my
brother,” Koyair said. "They
dragged me away from my brother
and they dragged me down the
stairsand they were hitting me."

The pair were released without
charge last week after being
arrested under the Terrorism Act
2000. A family spokesman said the
brothers are Muslims of
Bangladeshiorigin. ;

Both denied any link {o terror-
ism and said th ﬂht:g no idea why

for the tion caused
butmyﬁ)zﬁéryuﬁud nochoice

Rusty start
FROM PAGE 1 i
France and Switzerland kept intact
their chances of &mge from
Group G, led by South Korea after
they overcame Togo 2-1 earlier
yesterday.

Both sides, however, need to
impruy:vehdmmnt]iwmﬂy if they are to
oanywherein the tournarment.
: Switzerland missed the best
ch?cehuf t(tilc e g!n 65 i_ﬂInn:l;-;
with a header [rom close ange
substitute midfielder Danﬁ Pﬁn
that France goalkgeper en

Barthez somehowmapaged to save
with his foor. The match, a close
affair with few thrilling maves, was

layed at a relatively low tempo,
ﬁ'lt: players hnviniem deal with
stifling heat at first before it cooled
down abit. i,

e A Bt bl

wit e besto
for Switzerland, wh:?h‘ slr{kg
Alexander Frel wasted an effort
from close range inthe 24th minute
after a distant uillo Barnetta
freekick bounced throug

untouched tohitaFrench ;
The mﬁce?&hibrﬂnlgifhhh_
of relief and hoped for a goal seven

minutes later when néwcomer
Franck Ribery snagped:'. a shot
narrowly over the bar from just
inside the area. o

The French contingent then
Lowarls goal by ERieasy Kesey b
tor 0 i
defendergl”alri ml:ﬁ?l’"md an
37 minutes, .

There were a couple of scares for
France in the second half, notahly
with a powerful run into their box
by Philipp Degen on 62 mintites.

The good news for France was a
decent performance from agemﬁ
maestro Zinedine Zidane, who
retire after Lheﬂnals.mb :

Top prospect Ribery, starting a
match for France for gaﬁnt time
after three sparkling r es
as a substitute inwm—ﬁp,snmes.
showed his class on occasions but
could not quite live up o huge
expectations.

Bush makes sudden
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US President George W. Bush was to
hold one hour of videoconference
talks with Maliki on the second day
of a major assessment of the sima-
tioninIragq.

"The best way to win this war
against an insurgency s to stand up
a unity government which is capa-
ble of defending itself bur also
providing tangible benefits fo the
Emz?ic." Bush said at the Camp

avid retreatin Maryland.

The five car bombs, several of
them suicide bombs, in Kirkuk hit
an ethnically diverse city that has
notbeen known forlarge car bombs,
but rather mostlyindividual assassi-
nations between ethnic and sectar-
langroups.

Another suicide car bomb
attempt in central Kivkuk :nrﬁeting
headquarters of the Patriotic Union
of Kurdistan Party was foiled when

ards shot dead the driver of a

ooby-trapped car as he drove
towards them, without detonating
thecar.

The first car bomb exploded at
around 7:30 am (0330 GMT) in the
city's Tisaeen muarket in an aren
largely inhabited by Shia members
of the city's Turkmen community,
killing 13 people, including two
policemen, and wounding 18.

Approximately halfan hourlater,
4 suicide car bomb attempted o
ram the main police headquarters,

rompting Fnllce to open on it

e car exploded, missing its target,
I}nlicc commander Major General

orhan Yussef, but two policemen
died and eight civilians were
wounded.

The three other car bombs, one
of which was a suicide attack,
exploded in different parts of the
city, killing three more policemen
and wounding over a dozen, includ-
ing Colanel Taher Salah al-Din, the
police chief for the southern Kirkuk
Hurriyah neighbourhood.

The bombing campaign comes
after the arrest of eiﬁl:t suspected
insurgents by US and [raqi forces in
two operations on Sunday in Kirkulk.

"I would characterize the events
today as uncharacteristic of the
situation here in Kirkuk, but not
smxrising due to recent events,"
said a US military official based in
the city.

Y

On Wednes the US military
dropped a a]s;?f hﬂt:lpom-bom
0n£n.rq‘nw 's safe house, killing
and yielding a "treasure trove” of
intelligence about the organisation.

al-Qaeda in Iraq it had
chosena newleaduiﬁ%mm al-
Muhajer, an Egyptian, and prom-

ised to continue the work of slain
militant leader, in an Internet state-
ment. 2

It decided to "prepare, in coordi-
nation with the other components
of the :aunsulmtlw co E ailhﬂ:
Mujahedeen, great operations
will shake the mml;gfgthe state-
ek T Ran A L

nHa Y were:
of attacks, including a bomb targst-
ing a Knlice trol In central
Baghdad that killed one policemen
and wounded four athers, as well as
injuring a detainee they were trans-
porting. ;

Maortars fi on the Abu Chir
neighbourhood in southern
Baghdad killed one person and
wounded 12,

A professor at the College of
Engineering was shot dead as he left
his house and 14 bodies, shot and
bearing signs of torture, were found

inandaround thecity.

In Karbala, 1 shot dead a
police captain and another police-
i henih argetin ﬁdﬂw 1

A bomb t [ atro
in the Samarra % m].s:gd its
target but killed four and
infured seven.. SR

Four cf including a two
yearold child, and a policemen were
killed in a serfes | acks in
Baquba, northeast fidad,

FROM PAGE1 |
Following the
wenton :

windowpanes ."’ A
the companyalieg

The Youngo
pulls

anglades ort Pro

mngs Authority (Bepza) for g
steps and helping In release of the
officials from the confinement of
the agitating workers during the
incident. :



