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Lyon win record 
fifth crown
AFP, Paris

Lyon were crowned French champi-
ons for a record fifth successive 
year on Saturday after their closest 
pursuers Bordeaux were beaten 3-2 
at Lille.

The champions did not even 
have to kick a ball to ensure victory 
as they clinched the title with five 
games in hand and ahead of 
Sunday's trip to Paris Saint 
Germain.

Lyon have now an unbeatable 
14-point advantage on Bordeaux as 
Lille move up to third position.

Lille came out fighting in front of 
their home crowd with Mathieu 
Bodmer and Peter Odemwingie 
giving the hosts a two-goal advan-
tage in the first six minutes of play.

Bodmer found the net after two 
minutes when he finished off a long 
free-kick from Mathieu Chalme.

I t  was then the turn of  
Odemwingie four minutes later 
when Bodmer headed the ball in his 
direction and the Nigerian outfoxed 
Brazilian defender Carlos Henrique 
to leave Bordeaux captain Ulrich 
Rame beaten in goal.

The visitors pulled one back after 
16 minutes with Jean-Claude 
Darcheville converting a penalty 
after a foul by the Lille goalie Tony 
Sylva.

But Odemwingie was on target 
again after 31 minutes profitting 
from bad clearance by the Bordeaux 
defence to finish off with a superb 
volley.

Bordeaux's fortunes picked up in 
the second half with Brazilian 
Denilson setting up Julien Faubert for 
a strike past Sylva which reduced the 
deficit after 62 minutes.

But Lille kept pressing with 
Odemwingie missing his chance for 
a hat-trick when he found himself 
alone on front of Rame after 67 
minutes but failed to finish off.

Mourinho awaits
Ballack decision 
AFP, Berlin

Chelsea manager Jose Mourinho 
said Sunday that Bayern Munich 
midfielder Michael Ballack must 
decide if he wants to join the English 
champions before this summer's 
World Cup finals.

German international captain 
Ballack has held negotiations with 
Chelsea over a possible summer 
switch but Portuguese coach 
Mourinho wants the player to make 
a decision before the World Cup 
kick off on June 9.

"He has to have made a decision 
before the World Cup," Mourinho 
said in an interview with Bild am 
Sonntag.

Chelsea, bankrolled by billion-
aire Russian oil tycoon Roman 
Abramovich, are reportedly pre-
pared to make Ballack the world's 
highest-paid player with a weekly 
salary of 121,000 pounds (177,600 
euros, 210,900 dollars).

"For me Ballack is one of the best 
players in the world," enthused 
Mourinho. "He has everything and 
his intelligence on the pitch 
impresses me. I also like him as a 
person."

The 29-year-old Ballack is 
available on a free transfer after 
turning down a four-year contract 
extension at Bayern.

Real Madrid and Manchester 
United registered their interest but 
only Chelsea seem willing to match 
Ballack's personal demands.

AFP, Berlin

Michael Ballack has been labelled a 
mercenary for negotiating a free 
transfer to English champions 
Chelsea but he showed his loyalty still 
lies with Bayern Munich, scoring a 
vital opening goal in their 2-0 win over 
Arminia Bielefeld on Saturday.

It was Ballack's 13th league goal of 
the season and it means Bayern need 
just eight points from the final four 
matches to retain their German title.

"Every goal is nice and I would not 
say this one was special," said Ballack. 
"My personal situation is not important. 
What is important is winning the 
German title and the cup."

German international captain 
Ballack broke the deadlock in the 69th 
minute and Mehmet Scholl added 
another for Bayern four minutes later.

It was a crucial victory for the reign-
ing champions as SV Hamburg could 
have closed to within two points had 
Bayern only secured a point.

Hamburg swatted aside bottom 
side MSV Duisburg 2-0 to stay four 
points behind the league leaders.

Hamburg took the lead on 24 
minutes with Duisburg defender Uwe 
Moherle scoring an unfortunate own 
goal.

Brazilian striker Ailton, on loan 
from Besiktas, made it 2-0 six minutes 
later slotting home after a brilliant 
defence-splitting pass from Sergei 
Barbarez.

Hamburg are now all but guaran-
teed one of the three Champions 
League spots with fourth-placed 
Schalke 04 now 11 points behind with 
four games left.

Schalke drew 1-1 with lowly FC 
Cologne on Saturday.

Bayern coach Felix Magath was 
celebrating his 600th Bundesliga 
game  -- 306 as a player and 294 as a 
manager  -- against Bielefeld but with 
69 minutes gone it looked like being 
one to forget.

Bayern were struggling to find a 
way past the visitors but, as so often, 
Ballack came to their rescue with his 
low shot thumping off the post and 
back into the net off the goalkeeper.

After recent jeers from the home 
crowd  -- unhappy that he is leaving on 
a free transfer at the end of the season  
-- Ballack was the toast of Munich and 
kissed the club badge for one of the 
last times.

While Ballack had a memorable 
afternoon his international teammate 
Oliver Kahn had a miserable one after 
injuring his eye in a freak training 
ground accident.

Kahn was left with a swollen black 
eye after a Michael Rensing shot 
crashed into his face.

Second choice goalkeeper 
Rensing started between the sticks in 
Kahn's place and kept a clean sheet.

Werder Bremen have been unable 
to keep clean sheets for most of this 
season and were left cursing another 
defensive lapse after a 1-1 draw with 
ten-man VfL Wolfsburg.

Wolfsburg had Argentine defender 
Facundo Quiroga sent off in the 26th 
minute for a late challenge on 
Miroslav Klose.

Paraguay international Nelson 
Haedo Valdez put Bremen ahead 
after six minutes but Marian Hristov 
levelled in the 23rd minute.

Bremen are now five points behind 
Hamburg who occupy the second 
automatic Champions League spot.

BUNDESLIGA

Bayern stay clear

REUTERS, Milan 

A header from Fabio Cannavaro five 
minutes into injury time earned 
Juventus a dramatic 1-1 draw at 
Cagliari on Saturday, leaving the 
Serie A champions five points clear 
of AC Milan with four games remain-
ing. 

Second-placed Milan beat city 
rivals Inter 1-0 in Friday's derby to 
close the gap on leaders Juve, who 
had enjoyed a 10-point advantage 
less than a month ago. 

A penalty from Honduran striker 
David Suazo put Cagliari ahead one 
minute before the break before 
visiting striker Alessandro Del Piero 
had a penalty saved by former Juve 
keeper Antonio Chimenti. 

With the final act of the game, 
Cannavaro rose to head home a 
corner to rescue a point for Fabio 
Capello's side. 

Fiorentina regained control of 

fourth position, a 3-1 win at rele-
gated Treviso moving them above 
AS Roma who surrendered a three-
goal lead to draw 3-3 at Palermo. 

Two goals from Brazilian Mancini 
had helped put Roma 3-0 up at the 
break before another double from 
Simone Barone sparked a Palermo 
fightback. 

Fourth position brings a spot in 
the Champions League qualifying 
round together with third place, now 
occupied by Inter. 

Juve created plenty of first-half 
chances at Cagliari, Swedish striker 
Zlatan Ibrahimovic and Del Piero 
going close. 

But the Sardinians went in front 
when Juve defender Gianluca 
Zambrotta was harshly ruled to 
have brought down Antonio 
Langella and Suazo converted the 
penalty to claim his 18th goal of the 
season. 

Del Piero was less successful 
from the spot in the 57th minute as 
Chimenti, who spent three seasons 
as understudy to Gianluigi Buffon at 

Juve, saved his effort with his feet. 
Cannavaro's late equaliser then 

prompted so many protests from the 
home team that Langella and 
Nelson Abeijon were sent off. 

Serie A's top scorer Luca Toni 
headed Fiorentina in front at Treviso 
with his 28th goal of the season. 

Marco Borriello levelled for 
Treviso before Cristian Brocchi and 
Ricardo Montolivo clinched victory 
for Fiorentina. 

Roma ripped Palermo apart in 
the first half, Rodrigo Taddei open-
ing the scoring before Mancini 
converted a 29th-minute penalty. 

Mancini made it 3-0 a minute 
later after rounding keeper Federico 
Agliardi. 

David Di Michele gave Palermo 
hope with a 50th-minute goal before 
the home team's comeback was 
completed by Barone's double, his 
equaliser coming from a 79th-
minute bicycle kick. 

SERIE A

Fabio saves Juve blushes 

AFP, London

Duncan Fletcher has said England 
captain Michael Vaughan faces a 
tricky decision over whether to quit 
one-day internationals in order to 
extend his Test match career. 

The 31-year-old Yorkshire bats-
man is currently out of action after 
having knee surgery - and does not 
know yet when he will return. 

Vaughan has expressed doubts 
over whether his body can cope with 
the physical demands of playing 
both forms of the game at the high-
est level. 

"He could come back and be 
fine," England coach Fletcher said 
Sunday. "I last spoke to him about a 
week ago and he seemed pretty 
upbeat at the time. 

"But it seems like it is two steps 
forwards and then one step back 
from what I hear. 

"It is a very difficult decision to 
make and only Michael can make 
that," Fletcher also told BBC Five 
Live's Sportsweek programme. 

"That decision has to come from 
Michael and depends on the advice 
he gets from the medical people 

"At the end of the day, he is 
playing cricket - is it (the knee prob-
lem) because he is running between 
the wickets too much? I do not 
know," the former Zimbabwe cap-
tain added. 

"If you run two runs tomorrow 
and you are going to damage your 
knee, then you pack up. 

"If someone cannot really give 
you that answer, it is very difficult to 
make the decision." 

Meanwhile Fletcher voiced 
concerns about the workload being 
imposed on Andrew Flintoff. 

The Lancashire all-rounder led 
England in Vaughan's absence, 
achieving a creditable draw in the 
Test series before the team's limited 
overs problems returned in a 5-1 
one-day campaign reverse. 

"I am just concerned we are 
asking too much of Andrew being an 
all-rounder," Fletcher said. "He has 
got enough on his plate bowling and 
batting well for us. We have got a 
good stand-in captain, he has done 
well. 

"But ideally with Michael proba-
bly back it just lessens the burden 
on Andrew and he can free himself 
up to play the exciting cricket he 
does play. We need Michael back as 
player and captain with all the 
experience he has got." 

Looking back at the India tour, 
Fletcher said: "It was a trip of two 
parts. 

"In the Test matches we were 
short of a few players and it was an 
outstanding performance to draw 1-
1 with India in a three-match series. 
The guys played some very good 
cricket. 

"In the one-dayers, unfortunately 
we missed that experience tremen-

dously with five players missing and 
that made it a very difficult tour." 

As well as Vaughan, England 
also have fitness concerns over 
pacemen Stephen Harmison, 
Simon Jones and spinner Ashley 
Giles ahead of next month's first 
Test against Sri Lanka at Lord's. 

Fletcher admitted: "We are a little 
bit concerned that if those players do 
not make it back into the England side, 
then we have to get young players into 
those slots and give them as much 
experience as possible. 

"And there is not a long way to go 
to the World Cup (in the Caribbean 
in 2007). There are some encourag-
ing signs, but at the end of the day, 
we need experience when we go 
into a major competition." 

Nevertheless, Fletcher reiter-
ated his calls for the authorities to 
cut down on the amount of interna-
tional cricket being played. 

England have a particular prob-
lem as they are obliged to play in the 
northern summer to finance their 
domestic game as well as embark-
ing on tours during the northern 
winter. 

"It is asking a lot to play cricket 
just all-year round," Fletcher said. 

"Somewhere along the line we 
have to reduce the amount they 
play. 

"The standard has been raised, 
and if we carry on like this, we could 
lower that standard." 

Fletch uncertain on Vaughan 
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tournament and the runners-up 
trophy will make the people back 
home happy,” said Perera, who was 
captain of the side in 1995 when Sri 
Lanka won the South Asian regional 
SAARC Gold Cup at home.

“I am looking forward to a bright 
future of this team,” he added.

A deserving 
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reverse in Indore on Saturday 

sealing a 5-1 defeat in the seven-

match contest.

And that run of defeats has led 

Gough, who gained new-found 

fame while the team were in the sub-

continent by winning a celebrity 

dancing competition on BBC TV, 

hope that he can add to his tally of 

235 one-day international wickets.

"I am hoping to stay fit and get 

back into the England one-day set-

up," said the 35-year-old former 

Yorkshire bowler, who is set to play 

his 18th season of first-class cricket.

"I think I can do a good job for 

England and it is important that I 

start the season well, especially in 

one-day cricket.

"Bowling in international one-day 

cricket is a hard job and throughout 

my career I have got a record which 

compares with anybody in the 

world. 

"I believe I am good enough and 

there are lots of players out in India 

who believe I should be in the 

squad.

"There is no reason why I cannot 

be playing well when the World Cup 

comes around."

Gough is contracted to Essex 

until September but he already has

the offer of a new deal and he 

believes that will give him the incen-

tive and opportunity to clinch a place 

in England's squad which heads to 

the West Indies early next year.

"The World Cup is in January and 

February next year so I think I can 

make that," he told the England and 

Wales Cricket Board's website, 

www.ecb.co.uk. "There is plenty left 

in me -- I am only 35 years old and 

there is even talk of me playing 

another three years."

Harmison in
doubt for
SL Test
AFP, London

England paceman Steve Harmison 
revealed Sunday that he is unlikely 
to be fit for next month's first Test 
against Sri Lanka at Lord's.

The Durham bowler, who 
returned early from the tour of India 
because of pain in his right shin, said 
that after visiting a specialist this 
week it now seems almost certain he 
will have to sit out the clash with Sri 
Lanka on May 11.

"Before I saw the specialist I was 
hopeful of playing at Lord's. But the 
way he was talking, my gut feeling is 
that I'm not going to be fit," 
Harmison told The Mail on Sunday.

"Realistically, I've almost no 
chance of being ready in time for 
Lord's. I aim to start running next 
week with my sights set on a return 
to action for Durham on May 10.

"If all goes well, I'm confident of 
being available for the second Test 
(at Edgbaston from May 25)."

England are also monitoring the 
fitness of skipper Michael Vaughan 
(knee), spinner Ashley Giles (hip) 
and pace bowler Simon Jones 
(knee) who have all undergone 
surgery in recent weeks and have 
begun rehabilitation work.

Gough targets

PHOTO: AFP

Bayern Munich midfielder Michael Ballack celebrates victory over Armina Bielefeld during their Bundesliga match in 
Munich on Saturday.

AFP, Blackburn

Robbie Fowler strengthened 
Liverpool's bid for second place in 
the Premiership and his own case 
for a new contract after scoring the 
winner in the Reds' 1-0 win away to 
Blackburn Rovers at Ewood Park 
here Sunday.

Victory was Liverpool's sixth in a 
row and saw them consolidate third 
position on 73 points.

That left them three behind 
second-placed Manchester United, 
who have a game in hand, while 
Rovers remained sixth and in the 
hunt for a UEFA Cup spot.

Liverpool hero Fowler, who 
returned for a second spell at Anfield 
after a January transfer window 
move from Manchester City, has 
been trying to persuade manager 
Rafael Benitez to extend his con-
tract at the end of the season.

He did his cause no harm 

Sunday albeit his fourth goal in five 
matches was controversial. John 
Arne Riise's long throw was chested 
on by Fowler and fellow striker 
Djibril Cisse, clearly standing in an 
offside position, pulled out from 
touching the ball at the last second.

That allowed the onrushing 
Fernando Morientes to square the ball 
to Fowler and the former England 
forward sidefooted home past Brad 
Friedel on the half-hour mark.

Blackburn players complained 
furiously, saying the goal should not 
have stood, but Sky Sports later 
reported the linesman saying he'd 
kept his flag down because he did 
not think Cisse was "active" and 
interfering with play.

Cisse could have sealed the 
match in stoppage time when he 
burst through and was left one-on-
one with Friedel only for the keeper 
to block the Frenchman's shot 
before the forward hit the post with 
his follow-up effort.

PREMIERSHIP

Fowler boosts L'pool 

PHOTO: COURTESY

Winners of the Dutch-Bangla Bank President Cup golf tournament are seen 
with the guests during the prize-giving ceremony at the Army Golf Club at 
Dhaka Cantonment on Saturday.
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Nosirov, Khujamov, Irgashev 
(Saidov,  77th) ,  Makhmudov 
(Dzhabarov, 75th), Rabimov, 
Rabiev, Hakimov and Muhidinov.
SRI  LANKA:  Th i laka ra tne ,  
San jaya ,  S te inwa l l ,  Fuard ,  
Wasanthaka, Rohan, Izzadeen, 
Chathura, Rajitha (Gunaratne, 
85th), Channa (Karu, 78th) and 
Jayasuriya (Ratnayaka, 65th). 
Referee: Hedayat Mombini (Iran).

Tajikistan
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Prince c Styris b Mills 9 
De Villiers b Franklin 27 
Boucher c Fleming b Martin 18 
Pollock c Styris b Mills 24 
Boje lbw b Franklin 23 
Steyn c Mills b Martin 13 
Ntini not out 1 
Extras: (b-6, lb-4, nb-7, w-3) 20 
Total:(All out in 95.4 overs) 276 
Fall of wkts: 1-16, 2-95, 3-119, 4-
130, 5-177, 6-197, 7-229, 8-233, 9-
274. 
Bowler O M R W
Mills 18 7 43 4
Franklin 18 3 75 4
Martin 22.4 4 66 2 
Oram 14 7 27 0
Vettori 18 2 44 0
Astle 5 2 11 0 
NEW ZEALAND: First innings 
Marshall b Ntini 6 
Fulton c Boucher b Pollock 14 
Fleming c and b Ntini 0 
Styris c Gibbs b Ntini 17 
Astle c Boucher b Steyn 4 
Oram not out 57 
McCullum c Boje b Kallis 31 
Vettori not out 45 
Extras: (lb-7, nb-6) 13 
Total: (For 6 wkts in 43 overs) 187 
Fall of wkts: 1-8, 2-12, 3-32, 4-38, 5-
45, 6-89. 
To bat: J Franklin, K Mills, C Martin. 
Bowler O M R W
Ntini 11 2 41 3
Steyn 13 1 74 1
Pollock 12 3 37 1
Kallis 6 1 23 1
Boje 1 0 5 0 
Umpires: M. Benson (ENG), D. 
Harper (AUS). 

Oram steadies 
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other journalists misbehaved with 
police and BCB officials and reen-
tered the ground from the media 
centre. After police high-ups and 
BCB officials requested them not to 
spoil the match by entering the 
ground those journalists physically 
assaulted them. When they again 
entered the playing field to spoil the 
match on-duty police compelled 
them to leave the ground for the 
sake of restoring law and order. 

At that time when they scrambled 
out of the ground a couple of journal-
ists got slightly injured. 

Then they illegally entered the 
rooms of match referee and ESPN 
to create pressure to stop the 
match. The match referee ignoring 
them started the match. By the 
grace of the Almighty and with 
everyone's cooperation the match 
could be resumed despite delay. 
Such activities by a handful of people 
severely damaged the country's 
image. Everybody is requested to 
shun such unwanted activities for the 
smooth holding of the match and 
security of the players.  

Puzzling police 
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