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AFP, Manchester

Wayne Rooney kept Manchester 
United in the hunt for the Premiership 
title with a brilliant individual perfor-
mance to inspire Sir Alex Ferguson's 
team to a 2-0 victory over Arsenal at 
Old Trafford here Sunday. 

Rooney opened the scoring early 
in the second-half and then created 
the second for South Korea midfielder 
Park Ji-Sung as United maintained the 
pressure on title-holders Chelsea and 
dented Arsenal's hopes of securing 
qualification for the Champions 
League via a top four finish. 

With a congested fixture list loom-
ing, Arsene Wenger surprisingly 
omitted top scorer Thierry Henry from 
his starting line-up, but Arsenal were a 
threat even without the talismanic 
France striker. 

The visitors twice went close inside 
the opening four minutes through 
Emmanuel Adebayor and Robin van 
Persie as they attempted to stun 
United with an early breakthrough. 

Moments later, Edwin van der Sar 

was then forced to save well from 
Dutch international teammate van 
Persie. 

United, with Ruud van Nistelrooy 
starting in place of the in-form Louis 
Saha, lacked a cutting edge going 
forward until Rooney tested Germany 
goalkeeper Jens Lehmann with a long-
range strike in the 21st minute. 

Both teams were finding it difficult 
to create clear-cut scoring chances, 
but United should have been awarded 
a penalty two minutes before half-time 
after Kolo Toure deflected Rooney's 
goalbound effort onto the post. 

Rooney had been brilliantly picked 
out by van Nistelrooy's defence-
splitting pass and, after rounding 
Lehmann, the 20-year-old England 
forward fired goalwards only to see 
Ivory Coast defender Toure block the 
ball with both hands. Rooney 
appealed for a penalty, but referee 
Graham Poll waved play on. 

However Rooney, who had woken 
up to a Sunday tabloid newspaper 
report alleging he had huge gambling 
debts, was not to be denied and he 
opened the scoring nine minutes into 
the second-half. 

The move began when Nemanja 

Vidic's challenge on van Persie 
released the ball to fullback Mikael 
Silvestre on the left flank. 

France international Silvestre 
aimed his cross into the penalty area 
and Rooney took one touch to control 
before firing an unstoppable strike past 
Lehmann from 12 yards. 

Wenger introduced Henry and 
Freddie Ljungberg in a bid to salvage a 
point, but Park settled the game for 
United when he netted 12 minutes 
from full-time. 

Rooney's powerful run down the 
right flank took him into the penalty 
area and the 30 million pounds (52.5 
million dollars) striker looked set to 
shoot at goal, but he unselfishly 
squared the ball for Park, who had 
the simple task of tapping into an 
empty net.

TOP SIX
Team  P W D    L   G/F   G/A Pts

Chelsea 33 26 4   3   64  20    82 
Man Utd 33 23 6 4 66 30 75 
Liverpool 34 21 7 6 48 22 70 
Tottenham 33 16 10 7 48 33 58 
Blackburn 33 16 6 11 45 39 54 
Arsenal 32 16 5 11 53 25 53 

PREMIERSHIP

United blank Gunners

PRIMERA LIGA

Barca struggle 
at Santander
REUTERS, Madrid 

Lowly Racing Santander gave 
Barcelona a fright on Sunday before 
the Primera Liga leaders came back 
to draw 2-2 and restore their 11-point 
lead at the top of the table. 

Henrik Larsson put Barca in front 
after 18 minutes but Racing struck 
back almost immediately with two 
goals in four minutes, from Antonito 
and Oscar Serrano, to turn the game 
on its head. 

Samuel Eto'o levelled the scores 
after 33 minutes and although Barca 
dominated thereafter they appeared 
content to secure the point. 

The Champions League semi-
finalists have 70 points with six games 
remaining. 

Valencia, who beat Celta Vigo 1-0 
on Saturday, are level on 59 points 
with Real Madrid, but second on 
head-to-head results. 

Real slipped to third after being 
held 1-1 at home by relegation-
threatened Real Sociedad on 
Saturday, while Osasuna's 2-1 win at 
Alaves earlier on Sunday put them a 
point back in fourth place. 

REUTERS, Rome

Juventus struggled to shake off their 
Champions League hangover as they 
drew 1-1 with Fiorentina on Sunday. 

Knocked out of Europe's top club 
competition by Arsenal in midweek, 
the Serie A leaders fell behind early in 
the second half to a goal by the divi-
sion's leading scorer, Luca Toni, 
before Alessandro Del Piero equalised 
to salvage a point. 

The result gave them 80 points 
from 33 matches, seven ahead of 
second-placed AC Milan, who came 
from behind to beat Chievo Verona 4-1 
in an earlier game. 

Inter Milan lie third on 71 points 
after winning 2-1 at Ascoli on Saturday. 
AS Roma (63 points) climbed one 
point above Fiorentina into the fourth 
and final Champions League berth 
with a 3-1 win over Lecce. 

Juventus were second-best for 

most of the first half at Turin's Stadio 
delle Alpi. 

Only the quick reactions of 
Christian Abbiati prevented them 
going behind in the 16th minute, the 
reserve goalie diving to save Luis 
Jimenez's penalty after defender 
Jonathan Zebina had fouled Toni. 

Abbiati was powerless, however, 
shortly after the interval when Toni 
broke the offside trap before curling a 
right-footed shot past Abbiati. 

Faced with the possibility of 
another humbling defeat, Juventus 
found their rhythm and winger 
Gianluca Zambrotta tested visiting 
keeper Bogdan Lobont with a powerful 
shot from outside the area. 

In the 62nd minute Del Piero, who 
missed both legs of the tie against 
Arsenal due to injury, controlled a 
defence-splitting pass by Patrick 
Vieira before firing into the bottom 
corner of the net to earn a precious 
point. 

With five rounds left to play, 
Juventus look safe at the top, though 

Milan are clearly the in-form side with 
Brazilian playmaker Kaka scoring his 
first hattrick for the club. 

Milan dominated the early part of 
the game at the San Siro but fell 
behind in the 14th minute, when Marco 
Malago nodded on for Pellissier to 
volley past Dida. 

The goal failed to change the 
balance of the contest. 

Milan midfielder Clarence Seedorf 
had already forced a good save from 
Alberto Fontana with a long-range 
effort before Kaka laid the ball off to 
Nesta to score the third Serie A goal of 
his 12-year career just before 30 
minutes. 

Milan kept up the pressure and 
went ahead just after the hour mark, 
Kaka tapping-in from close range after 
Fontana had parried a snap shot by 
Filippo Inzaghi. 

Kaka doubled their lead with a 
70th-minute penalty after Malago's 
handball, and completed his hattrick 
when he drilled the ball in from the 
edge of the area. 

Roma continued their bid for a 
return to Europe's elite with a goal by 
Cristian Chivu and a brace by winger 
Mancini. 

It was also a good day for Roma's 
city rivals Lazio, who moved up to sixth 
and into the UEFA Cup places with a 3-
2 win over Siena. 

At the other end of the table, 
Treviso became the first club to be 
relegated when they lost 3-1 to 
Messina. 

TOP SIX
Team  P W D      L    G/F G/A Pts

Juventus 33 24 8 1 62 21 80 
AC Milan 33 23 4 6 74 27 73 
Inter Milan 33 22 5 6 61 25 71 
Roma 33 18 9 6 61 33 63 
Fiorentina 33 18 8 7 54 36 62 
Lazio 33 12 13 8 47 44 49 

SERIE A

Milan pounce on Juve lapse

AFP, Munich

Oliver Kahn has moved to quell 
speculation over his future by insist-
ing that he wants to be part of 
Germany's World Cup squad 
despite being told he is no longer 
first-choice goalkeeper. 

Kahn hinted that he might retire 
from international football last week 
after Germany coach Jurgen 
K l insmann announced  tha t  
Arsenal's Jens Lehmann would be 
his No.1 keeper at the June 9-July 9 
finals. 

But despite Kahn's bitter disap-
pointment at losing his place in the 
starting line-up after 86 appear-
ances for Germany, he said he 
wants to be part of the host nation's 
challenge this summer even if it is 
just as a squad member. 

"It's important for the team that 
I'm present during the World Cup," 
the 36-year-old Bayern Munich star 
told a press conference. 

"It's not an easy situation. Of 
course, I was disappointed not to be 
chosen as first choice after working 
so hard. 

"But it's more important that I 
give my support to the whole team 
so that we can achieve our objective 
-- to be world champions." 

Klinsmann took the unusual step 
of announcing his support for 
Lehmann on Friday, ending a long-

running guessing game over who 
would keep goal for Germany at the 
World Cup. 

"Jurgen Klinsmann has taken his 
decision, I've accepted it, I've 
thought about it and I've decided to 
do what's best for the team," said 
Kahn, adding that he has "no con-
flict" with his rival Lehmann. 

"We've got to rise above talk of a 
rivalry between Kahn and Lehmann. 
We need to be positive so we can 
achieve our goal," said Kahn, 
revealing he had received several 
messages of support from his 
international teammates. 

"Other members of the team and 
players from different clubs called me 
after the announcement and told me 
'you have to be there, it's important 
for the team'," Kahn said. 

Kahn accepts 
reserve role

Zidane aims at
WC triumph
AFP, Berlin

France midfielder Zinedine Zidane said 
Monday he wants to end his interna-
tional career in July with a second World 
Cup triumph in Germany. 

Speaking to German football maga-
zine Kicker, the Real Madrid talisman 
said: "It would be good if I could finish my 
international career in the French team 
with a big and beautiful success. I want 
to become World champion again - 
that's my goal." 

After the World Cup, Zidane is 
adamant he will not be making a u-turn 
and he also plans to retire from club 
football by the end of next season. 

"It is absolutely certain. The World 
Cup is my last big challenge at that level. 
With Real Madrid I still have another 
year on my contract to go before 2007. 
And then I will decide, in total peace, 
what I will do," added the former World 
and European player of the year. 

Zidane is also hoping that France 
can make up for their nightmare 2002 
World Cup in Japan and South Korea 
where they failed to make it out of a 
group containing Uruaguay, Denmark 
and Senegal, without even mustering a 
single goal. 

"France has the potential, with big 
players, to go far in the competition," he 
added. 

"To do so we have to be at the top of 
our form in June. We have to improve 
our game. If we play like we did in most 
of our qualification matches then we 
won't have much hope. 

"I am convinced that the team will 
improve because we have much more 
potential than we demonstrated in 
qualifying." 

Wayne blames 
Owen 
AFP, London

The tabloid revelations over Wayne 
Rooney's gambling habits have 
sparked a rift between the Manchester 
United star and his England teammate 
Michael Owen, reports said Monday. 

Rooney was alleged to have 
accrued gambling debts of 700,000 
pounds with a bookmaker introduced 
to him and other members of the 
England squad by Owen, weekend 
newspaper reports said. 

Sources close to Rooney have said 
the player is now furious with Owen for 
putting him in touch with bookmaker 
Steve Smith, who is a business associate 
of the Newcastle player. 

"Michael Owen should be some-
one who puts his arm around Wayne's 
shoulder. Wayne is pretty pissed off 
with Michael for introducing him to 
these people," the source told The 
Daily Mail. 

Owen introduced Rooney and 
other England squad members to 
Smith after becoming tired of running 
the team gambling school, reports 
said. 

Up until that point, Owen took the 
bets but recruited Smith to take care of 
matters when the sums of money 
being wagered became too large. 

The Times noted that while sources 
close to Rooney had tried to point the 
finger at Owen, none of the other 
members of the squad who have dealt 
with Smith, including John Terry, Frank 
Lampard and Rio Ferdinand, have 
had any complaints. 

Rooney meanwhile gave no 
indication that the furore was affecting 
his game, scoring one goal and setting 
up another in United's 2-0 win over 
Arsenal on Sunday. 

"If you look at my performance that 
answers the question," he said when 
quizzed on his gambling habits. 

OLIVER KAHN

PHOTP: AFP

Manchester United striker Wayne Rooney (L) shrugs off a challenge from Arsenal defender Philippe  Senderos 
during their Premiership match at Old Trafford on Monday.       
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minute with a placing shot after 
Muhidinov set him with a through. 

A solo effort by substitute 
Shujoat Nematov sealed the vic-
tory when he raced past hapless 
centre-backs Rajani and Nazrul 
before placing a low drive into the 
far corner eight minutes from time.

Tajikistan coach Sharif Nazarov 
was a happy man at his side's 
magnificent show after a not-so-
impressive performance in the 
group stage. 

“Bangladesh did not perform 
well and everything looked disorga-
nised in their front. I think their 
problem was lack of temperament,” 
Nazarov said. 

“Losing to Kyrgyzstan in the 
group match motivated my players, 
who put on their best show in the 
tournament so far. I think the 
weather condition favoured us 
because the temperature was 
lower," he added. 

Bangladesh coach Diego 
Cruciani was furious after the 
match and only attended the post-
match conference after repeated 
requests. 

"It is difficult to speak. They were 
nervous under pressure and afraid 
of the opponents," said the 
Argentine of their charges.

“Everything went wrong. We 
missed Joy badly but I thought we 
had a chance after the equaliser. I 
thought they would organise and 
mark the opponents but unfortu-
nately that was not the case. 

"There was lack of both concen-
tration and team spirit against a side 
that played very fast and showed too 
much power. If Tajikistan play the 
way they did today, they will go all the 
way," said Cruciani, who was 
unhappy with stand-in captain 
Aminul's performance under the bar 
in a crunch match. 

Booters crash

Australia
awarded
officially
CRICINFO, undated

Australia have received a cheque 
for 500,000 dollars for being this 
year's top side in the LG ICC Test 
Championship and LG ICC ODI 
Championship.

They collected the reward ahead 
of the second day's play at Fatullah 
after retaining a comfortable advan-
tage in both official tables over the 
course of the 12-month period. This 
is the second consecutive year in 
which Australia have benefited from 
their dominance of both the Test and 
ODI tables on the 1 April cut-off 
date.

"The LG ICC Rankings have 
proved to be an excellent way of 
measuring the relative achieve-
ments of teams in both Test and ODI 
cricket and for the second year in a 
row Australia has come out on top," 
said Malcolm Speed, the ICC's chief 
executive. "There was a lot of focus 
on their Ashes defeat earlier in the 
year but it is interesting to note that 
the only two Test matches they lost 
in 12 months of cricket were by two 
runs and three wickets. They should 
be congratulated for once again 
proving to be the most consistent 
team in both forms of the game."

Cricket Australia chief executive 
James Sutherland paid tribute to the 
performance of the Australian team 
and the administrative bodies that 
support the players off the field. 
"Finishing on top of the tables in 
successive years is testament to the 
fantastic achievements of many 
people in Australian cricket over the 
past 24 months. We are extremely 
proud of the players and support 
staff who have helped Australia to 
this position and look forward to the 
challenge of trying to make it three in 
a row in 2007."Australia's domi-
nance of both Test and ODI cricket is 
marginally less convincing that it 
was 12 months ago -- their Test 
ranking is one point lower than in 
2005 and their ODI ranking has 
dropped eight points over the year -- 
but they still retain a comfortable 
cushion in both LG ICC tables.

A record of nine wins, three 
draws and two defeats in Test 
cricket leaves Australia 18 points 
clear of their nearest rival England in 
the Test table. In ODI cricket the gap 
to second-placed South Africa is 13 
points after Australia's record of 20 
wins, one tie and 10 defeats in ODI 
cricket.

Incidentally, the award came on 
the same day that the Australians 
found themselves in a precarious 
position against the minnows of 
Bangladesh.

AFP, New Delhi

The future of Indian city Guwahati 
as an international cricket venue 
will be determined by Sri Lankan 
m a t c h  r e f e r e e  R o s h a n  
Mahanama, an official said on 
Monday. 

Angry fans turned violent at 
the city's Nehru Stadium on 
Sunday after the fifth one-day 
international between India and 
England was abandoned without 
a ball being bowled due to bad 
weather. 

Police were forced to fire tear 
gas after spectators threw mis-
siles, set advertising hoardings 
on fire and damaged television 
cameras after the umpires 
decided no play would be possi-
ble due to wet ground conditions. 

Two policemen and one spec-
tator were injured in the vio-
lence. 

"It is indeed sad what hap-
pened," an Indian cricket board 
spokesman said. 

"We have asked for a report 
on the incidents from the local 
association. The International 

Cricket Council (ICC) will also 
get an assessment from the 
match referee." The assessment 
is expected after the seven-
match series finishes on April 15. 

"Action, if any, will only be 
taken after that." 

T h e  g o v e r n m e n t - o w n e d  
Nehru stadium in the northeast-
ern city,

which was leased to the local 
Assam Cricket Association, was 
damaged and broken furniture 
and glass strewn on the ground. 

An ICC spokesman, however, 
refused to blame the Board of 
Control for Cricket in India 
(BCCI) for selecting Guwahati as 
a venue for the current series. 

"India came up with an itiner-
ary and England agreed to play a 
match in Guwahati," the spokes-
man was quoted as saying by 
BBC Sport. 

"If a board proposes a venue 
it's up to the visiting country's 
board to accept it or not. 

"If the England and Wales 
Cricket Board had had any 
doubts about it they could have 
sent a security delegation to 
inspect the ground." 

Authorities had used a heli-

copter in an attempt to dry the 
ground, with the blades pushing 
wind downwards, but to no avail. 

Local officials blamed the 
umpires' reluctance to play for 
the violence.

"We are not satisfied with the 
umpires' decision and we will 
write to the International Cricket 
Council about it," Assam Cricket 
Association spokesman Bikash 
Barooah said. 

South African umpire Rudi 
Koertzen said conditions did not 
warrant play to begin. 

"We had to consider the 
safety of the players and both 
camps were adamant they were 
not happy with the run-ups and 
the fielding areas, particularly 
the slip cordon," said Koertzen. 
"That is why it had to be called 
off." 

India enjoy an unbeatable 4-0 
lead in the series. The sixth 
m a t c h  w i l l  b e  p l a y e d  i n  
Jamshedpur on Wednesday and 
the last in Indore on Saturday.

Guwahati's fate in
Roshan's handsFROM PAGE 12

Shahadat not out 3 
Enamul c Hayden b MacGill 0 
Extras: (lb-16, w-2, nb-11) 29 
Total: (All out in 123.3 overs) 427 
Fall of wkts: 1-51, 2-238, 3-265, 4-
295, 5-351, 6-398, 7-416, 8-418, 9-
424. 
Bowler O M R W
Lee 19 5 68 0
Clark 25 4 69 0
Gillespie 23 7 47 2
Warne 20 1 112 0
MacGill 33.3 2 108 8
Clarke 3 0 7 0 
AUSTRALIA: First innings 
Hayden lbw b Mortuza 6 
Hussey b Rafique 23 
Ponting lbw b Shahadat 21 
Martyn b Rafique 4 
Clarke b Enamul 19 
Gilchrist not out 51 
Warne c Mashud b Enamul 6 
Lee not out 13 
Extras: (lb-2) 2 
Total: (For six wkts in 52 overs) 145 
Fall of wkts: 1-6, 2-43, 3-50, 4-61, 5-
79, 6-93. 
Bowler O M R W
Mortuza 15 2 41 1
Shahadat 10 2 33 1
Rafique 17 5 40 2
Enamul 9 3 18 2
Ashraful 1 0 11 0 
Toss: Bangladesh 
Umpires: Aleem Dar (PAK) and 
Nadeem Ghauri (PAK) 
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moment though I am looking for-
ward to getting a bat and see what I 
can do."

The leg-spinner also praised the 
Bangladeshi bowlers on very clever 
bowling towards the end of the page 
although he did say that the deteriorat-
ing pitch might have played a part in 
that.

"The pitch has deteriorated very 
fast and its' gone to the stage that it's a 
pitch where you don't want to bat last 
on. But I don't want to detract from the 
performances of the Bangladeshi 
bowlers. They have bowled well with a 
clear idea of what to do." 

And on his prospects in the team 
after his performance MacGill was his 
usual reserved self, "Compared to the 
others I am relatively fresh. They are 
perhaps feeling under the weather 
after a very, very long summer."

MacGill was also glowing in his 
assessment of Bangladeshi batsmen. 
"When I played against Bangladesh 
last, I said that if they continued to 
improve at the rate that they did for the 
length of that series than they would be 
a very good Test team in a short time. 
And unfortunately for us, it has been 
the case seemingly up to the point 
where we have not managed to keep 
up."

Australia's other bright point of a 
day that they would rather soon forget 
was Adam Gilchrist, who completed 
5000 career runs, on way to scoring an 
unbeaten hal f  century.  The 
wicketkeeper also completed his 
350th career dismissal, when he 
stumped compatriot Khaled Mashud 
off the bowling of Stuart MacGill, in 
only his 83rd Test match.

Dav's savours 

MacGill shine 

PHOTP: AFP

Milan midfielder Kaka celebrates his hattrick against Chievo. 

PHOTO: STAR

Australia captain Ricky Ponting (L) and vice-captain Adam Gilchrist (2nd from L) pose with the LG ICC Test 
Championship mace and the LG ICC ODI Championship shield at the Fatullah Cricket Stadium on Monday. BCB 
president Ali Asghar (2nd from R) and Cricket Australia chairman Creagh O'Connor look on.
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