SANGSAD FIRE

Probebodyfails
tosubmitreport

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The inquiry committee on
Saturday's "mysterious” fire inside
the Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban failed to
submit its report yesterday amid
questions about its effectiveness
due to the inclusion of the top
security officerin the probe body.

Parliament Secretariat officials
said miscreants got the opportu-
nity to set fire to three places inside
the parliament building due to
negligence of the security forces.
Speaker Jamiruddin Sircar also
echoed them.

Inclusion of Sergeant-at-Arms
Captain Mohammad Faruk, in-
charge of parliament security, in
the investigation committee has
aroused doubts over the effective-
nessofthe probebody.

The speaker, however, said the
inclusion of the security officer will
not influence investigation. "I will
take action if any negligence is

SEE PAGE 15 COL 4
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Gathering ban in
tense Kansat

HC prohibits arrest or harassment of power-
hungry villagers, asks govt to explain firings

STAR REPORT

Shibganj upazila administration
yesterday banned any gathering in
and around Kansat invoking
Section 144, while the High Court
in an ad-interim rule prohibited
detention or harassment of any
Palli’ Bidyut Unnayan Sangram
Parishad (PBUSP) member outside
legal provisions.

The HC rule came on a PIL
(public interest litigation) petition
filed by Z1 Khan Panna as chairman
of Bangladesh Bar Council's

Comimittee in the wake of persis-

 Human Rights and Legal Aid @

tent violence and unrest in five
Chapainawabganj unions includ-
ing Kansat. Thursday's PBUSP-
BNP battle was the latest in a scries
of violent incidents that so far has
killed 14 people and injured scores
of others over a simple demand of
villagers for uninterrupted power
supplyto thoseunions.

The court yesterday asked the
government to explain in three
weeks time why it should not be

ordered to pay adequate compen-
sations to the families of the vio-
lence victims.
The rule also wants the govern-
ment and the local administration

and power-supply authorities to
rationalise why they should not be
directed to ensure minimum
supply of electricity to the restive
areaatnight.

The home secretary, inspector
general of police, deputy commis-
sioner and police super of
Chapainawabganj, officer-in-
charge of Shibganj Police Station,
Rural Electrification Board, and
Palli Bidyut Samity are the respon-
dentsinthe case.

They have to explain why the
January 4 and January 23 police
firings on demonstrating villagers

SEE PAGE 15 COL 1
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SAARC
US, Korea can't
attend next

summit

Standing committee
meets tormorrow

DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

Afghanistan will join the next Saarc
summit in New Delhi as the eighth
member of the association while
China and Japan will attend as
abservers,

But the US and South Knma,
who sought observer status with
SAARC, will notbe able to attend as
they need approval by the summit
leaders.

"We have received formal
requests from the United States
and South Korea seeking observer
status with the South Asian
Association for Regional
Cooperation (Saarc). But at this
point, it would not be possible for
thetwo countriesto attendthe 14th
summit as their entries need

SEE PAGE 15 COL 7
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Tk 96¢r consultation
goes down the drain

WB rebukes govt for such wastage of IDA-lent funds

an‘ut. KARIM BYRON

The World Bank (WB) has
expressed dissatisfaction at the
government for not implementing
the recommendations of three
foreign firms it commissioned -as
management consultants to
revamp three nationalised com-
mercial banks (NCBs) for a total of
Tk96 crore fee.

"The fees and costs incurred in
hiring these consultants cannot be
justified unless theirrecommenda-
tions are implemented to improve
the financial condition' of these
banks;" aWB mission observedlate
last month in a report to the

finance ministry:

The consultants were hired
under the Enterprise Growth and
Bank Management Project aimed
at reforming the banking sector

and funded by International

Development Association (IDA),
thesoft-loanwing oftheWB.

In the forwarding letter of the
report, WB Country Director
Christine IWallich wrote, "IDA may
be compelled to cancel the consul-
tancies in the NCBs if satisfactory
progress is not realized wuhin the
ngneed timelines.”

The government in 2004
appointed  International Business
and Technology Consultant Inc,

USA, as a consultant to Sonali Bank
for Tk 24 crore, and Pricewaterhouse
Coopers (PwC) of Hong Kong to
Agrani Bank and International
Development Ireland Ltd (IDI) to
JanataBank forTk36 crore each.

The WB mission early last
month took stock of the progress
the consultants had made toward
reforming the NCBs. But, it found
most of their recommendations for
restructuring the banks had not
beencarried out.

The top two prcscriptinns
ignored are vesting the NCBs with
operational autonomy by February
28, and replacing their incumbent

SEE PAGE 15 COL 4

US lobbyists hired for:

: its corruption by
. corrupt measure

image building,
'positive’ reporting

They are to ensure 'balanced reporting
on Bangladesh'among a waft of tasks

STAR REPORT

The government has appointed
three American lobbyists including
an individual' and two firms to
arrange high-level interactions
with the US government and build
a "positive and correct image" of
‘Bangladesh among the US
policymakers,

The lobbyists have also been
assigned to ensure
"balanced reporting on
Bangladesh" through
mainstream media. They
will coordinate with the
relevant agencies of the
1S government to facili-
tate interactions in
Bangladesh between the
government and the repre-
sentatives of the US govern-
ment,

The firms, The Washington
Group and Ketchum
Washington (TWG/K), will geta
monthly retainer fee of at least
§45,000 in addition to "certain
out of pocket expenditure” that
TWG/K will incur in' connection
with the services, It is not clear
from documents how much the

individual lobbyist,
Benkin, will get.

.
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Govt covering up

: Saber tells press
+ STAFE CORRESPONDENT

: The main opposition Awami
: League (AL) yesterday said the

ruling alliance has
. appointed a lobbyist group in the
- USto coverup govemment corrup-

i

Richard L :

"secretly”

tion by "another corruptmeasure”.
"The BNP-Jamaat-led coalition

- government is spending public

The contract signed on October
31 last year for an initial period of ;

six months between

SEEPAGE15COL1

the :
Bangladesh embassy in :
Wash?ngton S naLe lobgyists oppositionleader Sheikh Hasina.

however said "efforts will be it A DR e e Sk

: said the government wants a-1JS |
: certificate to regain power and I§°

money on the lobbyist group only
for its political and personal inter-
est," said Saber Hossain
Chowdhury, political secretary (o

Addressing a press conference

: spending taxpayers' money for
+ that. "But it must keepin mind that

only people and the voters of this

: countrywill give such a certificate,”
. hesaid.

Comparing the government's
"conspiracy of election engineer-
ing" to the "tip of the iceberg”, the
frontline AL leader suspected that

: the government might have more
: such hidden deals with the US
: lobbyists so that they can play roles

in favour of the coalition govern-
mentin the election year.

The image of the BNP-Jamaat
governmentis tarnished duc torise

. of militant groups under their
: "direct” shelter, unabated cormup-

*: tion by alliance loyalists, human

: rights violations and slide in law
- andorder, Saber said.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 1

PHOTOL STAR

Shahriar Nafees takes off his helmetand raises his batto the jubilant specta-
tors after reaching three figures against Australia on day one of the first Test

atFatullah Cricket Stadium yesterday.

CEC says rule
doesn't say how
they committed
contempt

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

Chief Election Commissioner
(CEC) MA Aziz and ruling BNP
lawmaker Nurul Islam Moni in
reply to the Supreme Court's suo
moto contempt rule yesterday said
the rule does not explain how they
had committed contemptofcourt,
Submitting petitions separately
before the full bench of the
Appellau.- Division yesterday, they
urged the court not to bring con-

tempt proceedings againstthem,
Chaired by Chief Justice Syed JR
SEE PAGE 15 COL 4
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DMCH bogs down
with Home cases

SHAHEEN MOLLAH

The home ministry, which needs
the autopsics most for investigat-
ing into police cases and framing
charges, displays an uncalled-for
callousness in managing the post-
mMOortemprocess.

According to DMCH' sources,
the Dhaka Medical College
requires but one or two autopsy
operations a day to teach its stu-
dents. Instead, it has been shoul-

dering the burden of conducting
noless than 10 post-mortems aday
at the behest of the home ministry

forthelast 60 years since 1946,
Once coroners under the minis-
try used to carmy out this task. So, it
really is the ministry's responsibil-
ity to run the morgue, doctors at
the DMCH forensic medical
department point out. Besides
dodging that responsibility, the
ministry has made no financial
~ SEE PAGE 15 COL 3

‘Nafees stars in' Tigers'

terrific day in Test

SPORTS REPORTER

Left-handed opener Shahriar
Nafees cracked a magnilicent
maiden century as the Tigers at
heart enjoyed the best field day in
Test cricket at the Fatullah Stadium
on Sunday.

Itwasalsoararesightin modein
day Test where the bottom-ranked
Bangladesh dominated the much-
vaunted Australian attack to pileup
355-5 atstumps, a figure that other
eight Testnations could envy.

The fabulous score at the fifth

purpose-built venue of the country
not only surprised Ricky Ponting's
mighty Aussies who came here for
the first full series after a 3-0 demo-
lition of South Africa but also saw
records tumble after Nafees hit a
superb 138.

Itwas a dream day where every-
thing starting from the flip of the
coin till the end of the day's play
looked brilliant.

Caplain Habibul Bashar (76)
played perfect role as a captain
during a record-breaking 187-run

SEE PAGE 15 COL 3

Sangsad gbés
into session
April 27

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Jatiya Sangsad goes into ses-
sionat5:00pm on April 27,

President Iajuddin Ahmed
yesterday summoned thc 21st
sessionofthe House,

The Business Advisory
Committee (BAC) of parliament,
headed by the speaker, is sched-
uled to meethalfanhourbeforethe
sessionto decide aboutits duration
and business.

Parliament sources said the

SEE PAGE 15 COL 5
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