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Visa confirms
FIFA deal

REUTERS, Zurich

Visa said on Thursday it had signed
an eight-year deal as the new finan-
cial services partner of football's
world governing body FIFA.

A statement from Visa's corpo-
rate relations vice-president Mike
Sherman said the contract would
run from January 2007 to 2014, and
Visa was taking the place of
MasterCard.

Visa, which also has marketing
programmes with the Olympic
Games and the Rugby World Cup,
gave no financial details in the
statement. Sources told Reuters on
Wednesday it was worth up to 200
million pounds (350.4 million dol-
lars).

The agreement will cover the
next two World Cups, in 2010 in
South Africaand in 2014.

Coca-Cola, Hyundai, Adidas and
Sony have already signed up as
official partners with FIFA.

MasterCard has been allied with
the World Cup since 1990.

Juve enforce
media shut-out

AFP, Rome

Juventus' general director Luciano
Moggi said Thursday the club would
not be speaking to the media until
further notice following their
Champions League quarterfinal
defeatto Arsenal.

The Italian champions and
current Serie A leaders were jeered
by their own fans and slammed by
the ltalian press after Wednesday's
goalless draw at the Delle Alpi
stadium, which gave the Gunners a
2-0 aggregate victory and a place in
the last four.

"We're sorry about our elimina-
tion, but also about the strong
criticism after last night," he said.

"Everything that could have been
said about the team was said. This
pause for reflection serves to bring
some calm, hoping it will bring the
league title to our fans and our
shareholders, because they
deserveit."

Kyrgyzstan stay
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racing into the box by Krasnov. But
his scorcher missed the mark for
inches. Goalkeeper Khabibulloev
saved the Tajik fort when he dived
full-stretch to deny a long range
effort by defender Talant
Samsaliev in the 77th minute.

PAKISTAN-MACAU

A brace by Kin Seng Chan helped
Macau come twice from behind to
snatch a valuable point from
Pakistan.

Adeel put Pakistan ahead after
12 minutes when the diminutive
striker stabbed a loose ball home
from ten yards after the Macau
backlined failed to clear a long ball
from the middle.

But the Pakistan celebration did
not last long as Macau brought the
score level four minutes later when
Chan, completely unmarked by the
rival defenders, tapped the ball in
from close after meeting a low left-
flank cross by Weng Nin Ku.

Muhammad Essa regained the
lead for Pakistan three minutes
from the break with a coolly taken
penalty after midfielder Aziz was
felled by Tak lan Uninside the box.

The seasoned Pakistani striker,
however, wasted golden opportu-
nities either side of the breather as
his attempts from point-blank
range were denied by Macau
custodian Hon Ming Chu.

Pakistan paid for the misses as
Chan leaped high in the air to
spectacularly head home a left-
wing freekick by Gefredo Cheung
in the 52nd minute.

CAMBODIA-GUAM
In Group C, Cambodia blanked
Guam 3-0 in a rematch of the
bottom-table sides at the Army
Stadium. Palestine and
Bangladesh had already reached
the quarterfinals from this group.
Sok Buntheang opened the
scoring for Cambodia after 37
minutes while his fellow midfielder
Keo Kosal doubled the lead three
minutes later. Kouch Sokumpheak
sealed the victory for Cambodia in
the 63rd minute. Cambodia ended
with three points while Guam will
return from their first major tourna-
ment in Asia conceding 17 goals in
three defeats.

NEPAL-SRILANKA

Sri Lanka had the first crack at goal
in the 17th minute at the MA Aziz
Stadium when Chathura
Weerasingha's shot from 25 yards
rattled the crossbar. In the very
next minute lzzadeen Mohamed
Naufer's curler on a corner
stormed into the net to give Sri
Lankaa1-Olead.

Nepal got two good opportuni-
ties before the breather but Vishad
Gouchan hit wide in the 29th min-
ute and Tashi Tsering's header was
cleared from the goalline by rival
defender Kamaldeen.

The boys from the Himalayas
were awarded a penalty in the 74th
minute when Sanjaya brought
down Bijay Gurung inside the area.
Pradeep Maharjan made no mis-
take to restore the parity for Nepal.
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PHOTO: AFP
Arsenal forward Thierry Henry (R) celebrates with teammates Robert Pires (L) and Fredrik Ljungberg at the end of
their Champions League quarterfinal second leg match at Delle Alpi stadium in Turin on Wednesday.

Gunners make history
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AFP, Turin

Arsenal outplayed Italian champi-
ons Juventus for the second time in
a week to march into the semifinals
of the Champions League for the
firsttime in their history.

It may have finished goalless at
the Stadio delle Alpi but by the time
German referee Herbert Fandel
blew the final whistle, Arsene
Wenger's side were comfortably
ahead on points.

Wenger said that his team had
outdone themselves during the
campaign.

"Nobody expected that from our
players," purred the Frenchman.

"Overall | feel we have become
better and better. We were in con-
trol. We still managed to play in a
controlled way. You saw another
side of this team tonight."

A miserable night for Juventus,
who never seriously threatened to
overturn their 2-0 deficit they had
conceded in the first leg last week,
was compounded when Nedved,
the playmaker they had been count-
ing on to pull off an extraordinary
comeback, was sent off with 13
minutes left.

Having already been booked, the
former European player of the year
was ordered off for a crude lunge at
Emmanuel Eboue that summed up

his frustration at having been shack-
led by the young right-back for most
ofthe evening.

Given his starring role in the first
leg at Highbury, where he scored
Arsenal's first goal and set-up Henry
for the second, Cesc Fabregas
might have been anticipating some-
what closer attention in the return
match.

Instead, the teenage midfielder
was afforded generous amounts of
space to deliver crosses that gener-
ated two good chances for Arsenal
in the opening 20 minutes.

The first, after a neatly worked
short combination with Alexander
Hleb near the corner flag, reached
Gilberto slightly beyond the back
post but the Brazilian midfielder
proved unable to direct his
attempted volley goalwards with
any menace.

Henry did better with a Fabregas
delivery from justinside the Juve half,
spinning away from Gianluca
Zambrotta with ease on the edge of
the area before thumping a low shot
into the midriff of Gianluigi Buffon.

With the exception of a threaten-
ing low cross from Zambrotta,
Lehmann did not have a single save
to make before theinterval.

The German goalkeeper was
relieved however to see
Zambrotta's 15th-minute volley
whistle narrowly past his right-hand
post and a snatched shot by left-
back Giorgio Chiellini's fly over the
bar following an inviting knockdown

from the otherwise anonymous
Zlatan Ibrahimovic.

Despite their superior chances,
Arsenal could not quite reproduce
the composure that had character-
ised their first-leg display. There was
a jittery tone to some of their defend-
ing, reflected in a string of untidy
clearances and mistimed tackles.

However, Arsenal might have
killed the contest at the start of the
second half, when Henry, released
by Hleb's pass, left Fabio
Cannavaro trailing in his wake only
to be thwarted by the alacrity of
Buffon in coming off his line to
smother the danger at the
Frenchman's feet.

Instead, they had to endure some
tense moments, notably when
Trezeguet came within inches of
connecting with a low Nedved cross
along the edge of the six-yard area
mid-way through the half.

Arsenal immediately launched a
counter-attack that produced an
even better chance at the other end,
Fabregas driving his shot from 14-
yards straight at Buffon.

Minutes later Lehmann finally
had a real save to make, falling
smartly to his right to beat out
Nedved's fiercely struck half-volley
after an Ibrahimovic flick.

India romp to series win
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"| think 275 would have been a par
score," said Flintoff. "We stuck it out
in the second session but a few more
runs by us could have helped.

"The players have pride to play for
in the remaining three matches. We
will try to win them all by learning from
the four matches sofar."

Dravid said his team will use the
rest of the series to experiment with
tactics.

Pietersen, who missed the previ-
ous game in Goa due to a stomach
ailment, hit six boundaries and two
sixes before Yuvraj claimed two
wickets and grabbed two good
catches torestrict England.

The tourists had lost both open-
ers, Strauss and Matt Prior, by the
sixth over with the total on 27.

Pietersen and Paul Collingwood
repaired the early damage by adding
90 for the third wicket before a brilliant
return catch by Yuvraj ended the
partnership.

Left-arm bowler Yuvraj dived to
his left on his follow through to hold a
one-handed catch as Collingwood,
who made 36, mistimed adrive.

The total had moved to a respect-
able 153-3 by the 29th over when
England lost both Pietersen and
Flintoff in the space of eight deliver-
ies.

The remaining three matches will
be played in Guwahati (Sunday),
Jamshedpur (April 12) and Indore
(April 15).

SCOREBOARD
Scoreboard of the fourth ODI
between India and England at the
Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium in Kochi
on Thursday:

ENGLAND

Strauss Ibw Pathan 7
Prior c Dhonib Sreesanth 14
Pietersen c Yuvrajb Harbhajan 77

Collingwood cand b Yuvraj 36
Flintoff c Dravid b Yuvraj 12
Solanki b Powar 12
Jonesrunout 49
Blackwell cand b Sehwag 6
Batty Ibw b Sehwag 2
Hoggard run out 7
Anderson notout 1
Extras: (Ib-11, nb-2, w-1) 14
Total: (Alloutin48.4overs) 237

Fall of wickets: 1-10, 2-27, 3-117, 4-
153, 5-155, 6-172, 7-197, 8-203, 9-
231

Bowler O M R W
Pathan 44 0 27 1
Sreesanth 5 0 29 1
Agarkar 5 0 28 O
Harbhajan 10 1 36 1
Powar 10 0 41 1
Yuvraj 8 1 34 2
Sehwag 6 0 31 2
INDIA

Sehwag c Solankib Blackwell 26
Dravid c Hoggard b Flintoff 65
Pathan st Prior b Blackwell 46
Kaif cAnderson b Flintoff 5
Yuvrajc PriorbAnderson 48

Raina cBlackwellbAnderson 21

Dhoninot out 10
Powar not
o] u t
2
Extras: (Ib-1, nb-7, w-
7
15

Total: (For 6 wkts in 47.2 overs)
238

Fall of wickets: 1-54, 2-130, 3-
152, 4-152,5-224,6-224

Did not bat: Harbhajan, Agarkar,
Sreesanth

Bowler O M
R w
Anderson 10 1
53 2
Hoggard 9 0
59 0
Flintoff 8 0
33 2
Blackwell 10 1
41 2
Batty 82 0
41 0
Collingwood 2 0
10 0

Result: India won by four wick-
ets to take winning 4-0 lead in
the 7-ODl series.

Man-of-the-match: Yuvraj
Singh.

Toss: England.

Umpires: Rudi Koertzen and

Krishna Hariharan.
Fifth ODI: April 9, Guwahati.

PHOTO: AFP

MAN-OF-THE-MATCH: India's Yuvraj Singh pulls one during the fourth ODI against England at the Jawaharlal Nehru

Stadium in Kochi on Thursday.

Henry lays
down the
gauntlet

INTERNET, undated

Thierry Henry has laid down the
gauntlet to his Arsenal teammates
after helping his side into the semifi-
nals of the UEFA Champions
League for the first time in the club's
history.

"I'm really proud but I'm a winner
and this (reaching the semifinals) is
not the kind of history I'm looking to
make," said Henry.

"We're trying to go all the way
and that means winning it. It's a
good day for the club but let's extend
it.

"I'm a winner and when you wear
the Arsenal jersey you have that in
your blood. You have to enjoy the
moment and then we will see about
Villarreal."

The French international hailed
his side's unwavering concentration
as they successfully thwarted
Juve's best attempts to pull them-
selves back into contention of a tie
the ltalians trailed 2-0 from the first
leg.

"We were good on the day and
that is the most important thing,"
added Henry.

"We are defending well, even
when 11 against 10. That is the main
thing in football, to defend as a team
and with a bit of luck today we could
have scored some goals.

"I think it was down to concentra-
tion. With a lack of concentration
you can pay and we gave them only
one chance when we gave the ball
to (Pavel) Nedved, but Jens
(Lehmann)was there.

"It was a good game and we
could have killed it off but you accept
it and the game at home was so
important.”

Fighting India
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have had their chances," the 33-
year-old told a news conference
after the four-wicket win.

England captain Andrew Flintoff
admitted his team would be "playing
for pride" in the remaining one-day
games in India following a fourth
successive defeat.

They once again failed to score
enough runs to seriously test the
home side as they lost by four
wickets in Kochi.

"You've got to score big totals
against India with the strength in
their batting line-up," he said.

But Flintoff refused to use the
weather as an excuse for the result.

"I've played a couple of games in
Sri Lanka when it's been just as hot
and on similar sorts of pitches.

"Second half (of the game), |
thought we stuck at it well. We just
didn't score enough runs," said
Flintoff.

Mashrafee boosts
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thought that another failure might
demoralise him."

Faruque said thatthey had a very
simple task when selecting the team
and felt no pressure despite the
opponents being mighty
Australians.

"The boys are playing good
cricket, so we have had very little to
think about while selecting the team.
And mind it, there is hardly any
scope to think about experimenta-
tion against a team like Australia.
Our main target is to play our normal
cricket and to be as competitive as
possible againstthem," he said.

The chief selector however was
excited with the fact that boys are
not scared to face Australia.

"Once it was our belief that it is
impossible to beat Australia but we
have overcome that mental barrier
after Sophia Gardens. And we now
believe that we have the ability to
repeatiton agivenday," he added.

TEST SQUAD

Habibul Bashar (captain), Khaled
Mashud (vice-captain), Javed
Omar, Nafees Igbal, Aftab Ahmed,
Mohammad Ashraful, Rajin Saleh,
Shahriar Nafees, Alok Kapali,
Mohammad Rafique, Mashrafee-
Bin-Mortuza, Enamul Huque,
Shahadat Hossain and Syed Rasel.

Nervy Barca
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break but the effort from distance
flew well over.

Moretto, who ahead of the
encounter put in a training session
where he was obliged to avoid using
his hands to make saves from his
teammates, then demonstrated the
wisdom of the exercise in blocking
brilliantly with his legs from Van
Bommel.

An early blot on Barca's copy-
book was a ninth-minute booking for
Portuguese star Deco, who lifted the
trophy with Porto two seasons ago
before arriving at the Nou Camp,
after he clipped Moretto's head with
alate challenge.

Benfica badly missed the attack-
ing nous of injured striker Nuno
Gomes, who was suspended for the
firstleg.

Koeman threw on French winger
Laurent Robert for the final 20
minutes in place of Beto but the only
real Portuguese response was a
Miccoli effort high and wide.

Rijkaard

relishing

Milan showdown

#LNERS
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REUTERS, Barcelona

Barcelona coach Frank Rijkaard
says his side will face a daunting
task when they take on his former
club AC Milan in the Champions
League semifinals following their 2-
0 aggregate win over Benfica.

"I think it will be a very interesting
game against a very strong team,"
said the Dutchman who won two
European Cups with the lItalian
giants.

"They've been playing at an
extremely high level in recent years
and have got a very strong squad of
players."

But Rijkaard denied that the
game would hold special signifi-
cance for him because he was
facing up to his former club who are
managed by his old Milan teammate
CarloAncelotti.

"Personally for me the tie will not
mean anything special because |
have faced them before both as a
player and as a coach. It will just be
a hard fought game between two
very strong sides."

Rijkaard said that the additional
tension of a Champions League
quarterfinal had contributed to his
side's nervy performance against
Benfica at the Nou Camp on
Wednesday.

"Benfica have the reputation of
playing very well away from home

and they created a couple of very
dangerous occasions during the
match, so the tension was under-
standable," said the Dutchman.

Rijkaard's level-headedness has
helped Barca reach the last four for
the first time since 2000, that year
bringing a humiliating loss to title-
bound rivals Real Madrid.

But he will be mindful of the fact
that "only" winning Primera Liga is

FRANK RIJKAARD

not enough for those who sup at the
top table of Spanish football.

Former Real coach Vicente del
Bosque was sacked after delivering
the 2002 Champions League and
the 2003 league title and Louis Van
Gaal, the last Dutchman to coach
Barca before Rijkaard, parted
company with the club twice after
domestic league wins proved his
limit.

Sorin baffled at
Veron's conduct

m Football

REUTERS, Buenos Aires

Argentina captain Juan Pablo Sorin
does not know why midfielder Juan
Sebastian Veron has apparently fallen
outwith him.

Sorin, who plays for Villarreal, was
involved in several ugly clashes with
Veron, who plays for Inter Milan, in
Tuesday's Champions League
quarterfinal secondleg.

The pair had to be separated at
halftime when Veron moved towards
Sorininthe players'tunnel.

The incidents, replayed numerous
times on Argentine television, fuelled
speculation that Veron believes Sorin is
behind his exclusion from the Argentina
team.

Veron, whose poor form was widely
blamed for Argentina's shock first-round
exit in Japan and South Korea four
years ago, has not been picked since
Jose Pekerman took over as coach in
October 2004. Sorin has been made
captain by Pekerman.

"I don't pick or leave players out of
the national team," Sorin told the sports

daily Oleinaninterview.

"l think that idea belittles a coach
(Pekerman) who has won the World
Youth championship three times. It's
completely absurd.

"I haven't had any problem getting
on with any player in the Argentine
team. I've always got on well with
everyone.

"If anyone has a problem with me,
my telephone is always on the hook. He
could have called me but he didn't," said
Sorin, without mentioning Veron by
name.

"l don't know what was behind it all.
You'd have to ask him. | was surprised
by his reaction....to be honest, | didn't
understandit."

Sorin praised playmaker Juan
Roman Riquelme, his teammate at
club and international level after
Villarreal reached the Champions
League semifinals for the first time
witha 1-0 win over Inter.

"He's a player who controls the
rhythm of the team and can open up
the horizon at any moment. | hope he
can play that sort of match for the
national team."

PHOTO: COURTESY
Participants and officials pose for photographers during the opening ceremony of the

Italian press
slams Juve

AFP, Rome

The ltalian press ripped into Fabio
Capello and his Juventus side after
they were dumped out of the
Champions League by Arsenal at
the quarterfinal stage.

The Italian champions and
current Serie A leaders were jeered
off the pitch by their own fans after
Wednesday's goalless draw at the
Delle Alpi stadium, which gave the
Gunners a 2-0 aggregate victory
and aplace inthe last four.

"Impotent Juve exit to whistles,"
headlined the Gazzetta dello Sport.

"No miracle in Turin, just disap-
pointment.

"In the tunnel. That's where Juve
and Fabio Capello left their desire to
win. "

La Repubblica was equally
damning after Juve's lacklustre
display.

"Few shots, the usual nervous-
ness and the condemnation of the
public," it wrote.

"Juve finished the match with no
goals, but also with no ideas, no
heartand no strength."

Wari, PDB win

SPORTS REPORTER

In a battle of two old Dhaka clubs,
Wari Club defeated East End 3-1 in
the United Commercial Bank
Limited Premier League Volleyball
atthe Volleyball stadium yesterday.

Bangladesh Power
Development Board blanked Fire
Service 3-0.

Kumble eyes
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in India's scheme of things for the
World Cup.

He became the world's fifth
bowler to complete 500 wickets
during the second Test against
England in Mohalilast month.

Kumble, only the second bowler
to bag 10 wickets in a Test innings
after England's Jim Laker, said he
had no plans to quit the game.

Ponting
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from Johannesburg after a 17-hour
journey but there was hardly any
evidence of tiredness among the
players, understandably so, as the
hectic schedule and tour is nothing
new in modern cricket. And when
the team is as highly professional as
Australia it is usually a matter of little
concern.

More interestingly, captain Ricky
Ponting along with his two col-
leagues, spin wizard and highest
Test wicket-taker Shane Warne,
who is main the attraction for the
local fans, and spinner Stuart
MacGill rested for only four hours
before appearing at the Kurmitola
Golf Club.

Meanwhile, the visitors were a
little bit disturbed with the delay of
official formalities at the airport,
which held them back almost an
hour. BCB officials were also sur-
prised by the lax attitude the immi-
gration office showed to complete
formalities.

Atotal of eleven players and nine
officials arrived in the morning and
three other players -- Jason
Gillespie, Phil Jagues and Mitchell
Johnson -- were expected to join the
team yesterday night.

Among the officials, former
Bangladesh Under-19 coach and
trainer Justin Cordy was among the
popular faces in the 19-member
contingent.

TEST SQUAD

Matthew Hayden, Phil Jaques,
Ricky Ponting (captain), Damien
Martyn, Michael Hussey, Andrew
Symonds, Michael Clarke, Adam
Gilchrist (wk), Brett Lee, Shane
Warne, Stuart MacGill, Mitchell

GrameenPhone President Cup golf tournament at the Kurmitola Golf Club on Thursday. ‘JGC_’I'I"er;Sp?:' Stuart Clark, Jason
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