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STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Khulna 

Eight retired employees and 
workers of eight state owned jute 
mills of the Khulna-Jessore indus-
trial belt tried to commit suicide by 
taking poison in front of the office 
of general manager of Platinum 
Jubilee Jute Mill at Khalishpur of 
Khulna city yesterday demanding 
payment of their dues of provident 
fund and gratuity and other retire-
ment benefits.

The decision to commit suicide 
was withdrawn when police offi-
cers and deputy general manager 
(admin) of Platinum Jubilee Jute 
Mills Abul Hossain assured them 
of paying the dues within next one 
month.

The workers and employees 
are -- Kamal Ahmed, Fazlur 
Rahman, Abul Kashem, Chand 
Mia, Abdul Matin, Shahjalal, 
Moktar Ahmed and Shah Alam. 

A total of 3000 workers and 
employees of Platinum Jubilee 
Jute Mill, Crescent Jute Mills, 
People Jute Mills, Star Jute Mills, 

Aleem Jute Mills, Eastern Jute 
Mills, Jessore Jute Industries and 
Carpeting Jute Mills were retired 
in 2004 under a golden hand-
shake scheme.

It is learnt that the mill authori-
ties so far paid only 40 percent of 
their dues in four installments 
forcing them to lead a inhuman 
life.

Some retired employees and 
workers blamed the authorities of 
delaying disbursement as money 
allocated for this purpose was 
spent for other purposes.

The DGM (admn) of Platinum 
Jubilee Jute Mills said at least 50 
percent of the money allocated for 
payment of dues was spent for 
purchasing raw jute. 

But CBA leaders said at least 
60 percent of the allocated money 
was misappropriated. BJMC 
properly released all the dues, 
they added.

The threat to commit suicide by 
taking poison was announced at a 
rally on March 22 in front of the 
Crescent Jute Mills.

Bid to commit suicide 
for dues

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Jessore 

Two persons were inured, one of 
them seriously, as unidentified 
criminals hurled bombs on them 
at Barandipara Banshakola area 
in Jessore town yesterday. 

Critically injured was identified 
as former Jubo Dal leader 
Shafiqul Islam Ripon, 30, son of 
Waliar of the area. Ripon was 
expelled from Jatiyatabadi Jubo 
Dal. The other injured was 
rickshawpuller Rafique, 18, of the 
same area. 

The bombs blew off the left 
hand and left leg of Ripon while 
Rafique got minor injuries from 
splinters of the bombs.

 Rafique said as the Jubo Dal 
leader got down from the rick-
shaw some unidentified criminals 
waiting there hurled three bombs 
at him which hit the left side of his 
body. 

The injured were rushed to 
Jessore General Hospital. 

Jessore Jubo Dal leader 
injured in bomb 
attack

Doctors on duty told the jour-
nalists that the condition of Ripon 
was critical. There was a little 
hope of his survival. 

Local people and the police 
said there were two more 
attempts on his life earlier. He had 
rivalry with his opponents for 
establishing supremacy in the 
area, they added.
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