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AGITATION AROUND SECRETARIAT

Govt slaps 24-hr ban
to foil 14-party sit-in

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government yesterday
imppsed a ban on gathering near
the Secretariat for 24 hours from
this midnight to thwart the 14-
party. opposition combine's
11:00am-to-1:00pm sit-in
programme tomorrow around the
country's civiladministration hub.

The government taking a hard
line against the opposition
programme has directed the home
ministry to take etrict security
measures to. prevent opposition
men from rallying around’ the
Secretariatatany cost.

On the other side, the Awami
League-led combine in an
impromptu meeting last night
decried the ban imposed by Dhaka
Metropolitan Police (DMP) and
expressed firm determination to
stage the programme tomorrow,

disregarding the ban.

After the meeting at the AL's
Dhanmondi office, AL General
Secretary and opposition-combine
coordinator Abdul Jalil told report-
crsiftheirleaders and workers face

government repression in tomor-
row's programme, a stringent

- movementincluding general strike

mightbe announced,
With Gono Forum leader
Saifuddin Ahmed Manik in the

THE AREA UNDER BAN

chair, the 14-party meeting
resolved that their workers would
stage sit-ins wherever they would
be intercepted tomorrow on their
waytothe Secretariat.

Before moving towards the
Secretariat, the Al-led opposition
activists will gather at Matshya
Bhaban, Kakrail, Dainik Bangla
crossing, Shapla Chattar, Golap
Shah Shrine and Shahbag intersec-
tion, sources said,

The opposition line-up
announced the sit-in programme
on March 12 to press home its
demand for reforms in the care-
taker government system and the
Election Commission, The com-
bine leaders held an emergency
meeting last night to set the next
course ofactions.

“If any barricade is put up or
obstruction made to observing the
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BGMEA starts
crash programme
to check factory

accidents
UNB, Dhaka

Bangladesh Garment
Manufacturers and Exporters
Association' (BGMEA) yesterday
launched a crash programme to
prevent industrial accidents, par-
ticularly fire incidents, which
tarnished the image of the industry,

"The readymade garment
industry is now in a vulnerable
situation," BGMEA President Tipu
Munshi said while inaugurating
the programme at the BGMEA
office.

"Successful implementation of
the programme will help revive the
image of the industry,” he hoped,
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India confirms
more bird flu

cases
REUTERS, Mumbai

Indiareported new cases of bird flu
in nearly 200 villages in
Maharashtra, the site of two eatlier
outbreaksthisyear, officials said.

The virus was suspected to be
the H5N1 strain and tests were
underway on samples from the
birds, theysaid.

Thelatest outbreak was reported
fromMaharashtra's Jalgaon district,
which also reported the country's
second set of infections of H5N1
earlier thismonth.
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Biman flight
stranded for
technical fault

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

One hundred and sixty-eight pas-
sengers remained stranded’ for
above five hours as a Biman airbus
could not take off from Osmani
International Airportlast night due
totechnical faults,

The passengers were later flown
tothe capital at midnight by another
airbus brought from Dhaka.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 2

Headmaster
‘rapes’ classV
student

Oult {CORRESPONDENT, Kurigrar

A sludcm of class five was raped
allegedly by her school's headmas-
ter in- Sundnrﬁmm in Rajarhat

upazilaon Monda

Sources said Md Mokhlesur
Rahman, headmaster of Sundargram
PutikaGovt Primary School, called the
student in 1o his office and raped her
duringclasshours.

Hearing the news, locals
besieged the school, confined the
teacher and dcmfmdud his stern
punishment.

Mokhles was however rescued
by activists of Jatiyatabadi Chhatra
Dal, student wing of ruling BNE
before he was handed over to
police, witnesses said.

The girl was sent to Kurigram
General Hospital.

ADP to be slashed by
8pc on fund dearth

High fuel bill, low revenue earning reasons

AGENCIES

The government will slash its
Annual Development Programme
(ADDP) by 8 percent in the face of
resource constraints caused by
excessive spending on fuel oil and
less revenue earning than
expected.

BDNEWS says a review meeting
on ADP implementation chaired
by Finance Minister M Saifur
Rahman yesterday also decided to

take 25 new projects, including 6
revised ones, for implementation
in the currentfiscal year.

“We are going to reduce current
ADP for lack of the revenue
resources,” Saifur told reporters
after the meeting held ‘at the NEC
conference room.

"We are taking new projects on
the basis of priority, especially in
agriculture, infrastructure, power
and textile sectors," headded,

The minister laid emphasis on

speedy implementation of the
projects in infrastructure sector
and' said only foreign-aided pro-
jects would be squeezed.

UNEB says the priority' prpjects
selected forimplementation in this
fiscal year will be taken to the next
meeting of the Executive
Committee of the National
Economic Council (Ecnec) for
approval.

"Resources from the poorly
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BB asks banks
to report on
militants’
accounts

Sends listof 68 militants
STAFE CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh Bank (BB) has sent a
list of 68 militants to all the com-
mercial banks to find if they have
any bank accounts, sources said.

The central bank asked' the
banks toireport within April 6 all
sorts of transactions in detail if any
bank account is found in their
names.

Sources in the BB said the list,
which was sent early this week,
bears the addresses of some of the
arrested and suspected militants.

The central bank gathered the
names and addresses from news-
paperreports,

The list includes names of
banned militant outfit Jama'atul
Mujahideen Bangladesh (JMB)
chief Abdur Rahman, his second-
in-command Siddiqul Islam
Bangla Bhai, Ataur Rahman Sunny,
Abdul Awal, Obaidur Rahman,
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Pak commerce
minister arrives
April 19

DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT.

The commerce minister of
Pakistan willmake a three-day visit
to Dhaka from April 19 to attend
the Safta Ministerial Council (SMC)
meeting and initiate talks on sign-
ing a Free Trade Agreement (FTA)
with Bangladesh.

Minister Humayun Akhtar Khan
will discuss with the government
leaders and high-ups the signing of
the FTA by September 30 this year,
official sourcessaid.

- The signing of the FTA wilkbe in
compliance with an accord signed
between the two countries during
Prime Minister Khaleda Zia's visit
toIslamabad in late February.

Pakistan has preferred settling
the FTA issue to go for enhance-
mentofbilateral trade. ;

Bangladesh suffered trade
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Abarbershaves a man by candlelightat Topkhana in the city yesterday. Fre quanl load-shedding is disrupting life for

the pastfew days.

Experts doubt EC's
ability to hold polls

SHAKHAWAT LITON

Considering the prevailing situa-
tion in the Election Commission
(EC), experts yesterday doubted its
ability to hold'the next parliamen-
tary election,

Crises in the EC are deepening
over voter list preparation,
appointment of two new election

~commissioners and the latest

contempt charge agaifist the chief
election commissioner (CEC)
himself.

With the next genem! elections
only nine months away, the EC has
not taken steps to strengthen its
mechanism to check the influence
of black money and muscle power
intheupcomingelections.

A deadlock prevails in the EC,
observed M Hafizuddin Khan,
formeradviser to caretaker govern-
ment.

"A new election commission
should' be formed, comprising
efficient people acceptable to all,
as 1 think it's not possible to hold
the next election by the present
commission,” he told The Daily
Staryesterday,

"Holding an election'is a very
tough job. The commission will
have to do many tasks. [ don't see
this efficiency in the present set-
up," he elaborated, adding, "The
present election commission has
fallen in an enormous controversy,
towhichIseenosign ofending.”

Talking to The Daily Star yester-

day, Election Commissioner AK
Mohammad Alisaid the waythe EC
is functioning has raised some
questionsin the public mind about
the commission's neutrality and
transparency.

"The present Election
Commission has yet to gain public
confidence that it will be able to
conduct the next elecrwn in a free
and fair manner," he said, adding
that the EC should be comprised of"
people who are able to maintain
neutrality and transparency.

A new EC should immediately
be formed, as time is running out
fast, another former adviser to
carctaker government, wishing
anonymity, told The Daily Star
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Factory waste and sewerage water are increasingly poliuting the gradually dylng Buriganga river where people bathe, wash clothes and utensils in its
highly contaminated, stinky and black water, This leads to outbreaks of skinand other waterborne diseases amon g people living along the banks.

Carjackers on the prowl

SHAHEEN MOLLAH

Carjacking has increased signifi-
cantly in and around the capital
since the law enforcement agen-
cies are too preoccupied with
chasing the Islamist militants
following the August 17 country-
wide bomb attacks, say taxicab and
autorickshaw drivers.

While the stolen CNG-run
three-wheelers are sold back to
their owners, the taxicabs and
private cars find their way to some
specific showrooms for sale in
completelynewlooks,

On March 9, six youths hired a
black cab from Sayedabad in the
capital to go to Comilla.

On reaching the Gomoti river in
Comilla, Yasin, Anwar, Masum and
Munna--four of the gang members

posing as passengers--murdered

the cab driver, whose identityis yet
to be determined, and buried the
dead bodyonthe bank.

The police became suspicious
to see car-lifters trying to sell the
cab offin Comilla town,

They apprehended the culprits
and the whole incident came to
light. The dead body of the cab
driverwas disinterred on March 12.

According to sources, there are
around 20 such gangs operating in
Dhakaand adjacent areas.

A gang led by one Muslim is
based in Mir Hazirbagh while two
groups led by Kabir and Shahid
operate in Dholaikhal, and a Tamu
group led by Tamujuddinin Badda.
One Akkas Mollah alias Akkas Ali
leads his group in Konabari of
Gazipur while the Haq group is

based in Mirpur 11, the Challi

group in Maghbazar, and the Jamai
group in Shekhertek of
Mohammadpur. Two groups oper-
ale in Narayanganj: the Beyai
group, also known as Naju group,
and the Pandit group. A few gangs
that have emerged recently steal
private cars.
The Pandit group is believed to
havebeeninthe "trade" since 1980.
The Akkas group has cight
female members who act as pas-
sengers mainly in Uttara, Banani,
Ashuliaandairportareasandhirea
taxi or a three-wheeler. They take
the vehicle to a predetermined
place in Konabari where the other
gangmembers "finish" the job.
TheTamu group has three gangs
operating in Mohakhali Wireless
SEE PAGE 15 COL 4

Govt approves
$1b investment
offer by Saudi
hotel chain

AFP, Dhaka

The Bangladesh cabinet yesterday
approved an offer by Kingdom
Hotels Investments to spend as
much as $ 1 billion to build hotels
and resorts in the country, a gov-
ernmentstatementsaid.

The cabinet, led by Prime
Minister Khaleda Zia, discussed a
KHI proposal to invest in Hotel
Sonargaon and also approved its
plans to build new hotels, the
staternent said.

Saudi tycoon Prince Alwaleed
bin Talal, who owns a majority
stake in KHI, visited Bangladesh
last November and made a formal
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Shanta now fears
'crossfire’ -

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Shahin Sultana Shanta, victim of
the March 12 police brutality dur-
ing a protest programme of the 14-
party alliance, suspects "false”
cases are being filed against her to
Killher in "crossfire”,

"After filing 10 such false cases,
the [Rapid Action Battalion] will be
used to kill me in crossfire,” Shanta
told'a press conference organised
by the women lawyers of
Bangladesh Supreme Court at the
Jatiya Press Clubyesterday,

Still recling from the shocks she
had endured during the police
torture, she urged the prime minis-
ter to take measures against those
police personnel who tortured her.

Meantime, a Division bench of
the High Court (HC) vesterday
issucd a rule-nisi on the govern-
ment toshow cause in twoweeks as
to why criminal and departmental
actions should not be taken against
the police officials who brutally
tortured Shanta.

The courtalso asked the govern-
mentnot to harass or arrest Shanta
without judicial inquiry into any
case filed againsther.

Shanta yesterday gave deposis
tion to a metropolitan magistrate
in the second case she has filed
against two deputy commission ers
(DC) of police, a constable and 25
other unnamed policemen and
policewomen,

HCRULE

Following awrit petition filed by
Shanta, the HC Division: bench
comprising Justice Awlad Ali and
Justice Zinat Ara directed the law
enforcement agencies not Lo arrest
or harass Shanta in any way and
enterthe house ofherorher family,

The HC rule mentioned the
secretary. to. the home ministry,
inspector general of police, DCs
Mazharul Hoque and Kohinoor
Mia, and officers-in-charge of
Dhanmondi and Mohammadpur
police stations as the respondents.
Itordered them to showcauseas to
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Dhaka court takes
up murder case
against Babar -

Court C ORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court yesterday took up
the case filed against state minister
for home affairs and 52 others in
connection with the death of Jubo
League leader Masudur Rahman
Iman Ali in Rab-claimed
“crossfire,” .

Judge Mohammad Momin
Ullah of the Metropolitan Sessions
Judge's Court passed the order
following a criminal revision filed
by Nazrul Islam, elder brother of
the victim, against the dismissal
orderofthelower court.

The court fixed May 5 for hear-
ing on the acceptability of the
charges brought against the
accusedin the case,

On March 22, Metropolitan
Magistrate AJM Abdullahel Baqui
dismissed the case saying that the
victim was murdered at Savar but
the case was filed showing the
place ofocaurrence (PO) as Kolwali
inDhaka.

Iman Ali, 40, was killed during a
“shootout™ between Rapid Action

SEE PAGE 15 COL 3

One Time Paint for Many Seasons

e Anti-fungal
¢ Anfi-fading

¢ Anti-flaking 7§ |
THE SCIENCE OF WEATHERPROOFING




