
14 DHAKA SATURDAY MARCH 25, 2006
CULTURE

culture@thedailystar.net

BTV
News Headlines (Bangla) at 8:55 
am.12:10 pm. 2:00 pm. 3:00 pm. 4:00 
pm. 7:00 pm.

News (Bangla) at 8:00 am 1:00 pm.5:00 
pm.8:00 pm.

News  (English) at 3:00 pm. 10:00 pm.

Late Night News (Bangla and English) 
11:30 pm.

CHANNEL-i 

News (Bangla) at 7:15 am. 9:00am, 
2:00pm, 7:00pm, 9:00pm, 10:30pm, 
12:15 am.

Telecast of BTV news (Bangla and 
English) at 11:30 pm.

ATN BANGLA
News (Bangla) at 7:00 am.10:00am. 
2:00 pm. 7:00 pm. 10:00 pm, 11pm. 
News (English) 8:20am,7:00pm

Telecast of BTV News (Bangla and 
English )  at 11:30 pm.

Latest News (Bangla) at 9:00 a.m,10:00 
am, 11:00 am.1:00pm.3:00 pm. 
4:00pm.6:00 pm and 8:00 pm.

ntv
News Headlines (Bangla) at 10:00 am. 
12:00 am. 6:15 pm. 9:30 pm.

News (Bangla) 7:30 am. 2:00 pm.  5:00 
pm.7:30 pm.10:30 pm.

Telecast of BTV News (Bangla and 
English )  at 11:30 pm. 

TARA BANGLA
News  Headlines (Bangla)  at 5:30 pm. 7:30 pm.

Tara News (Bangla) at 8:30 pm. 11:30 pm.

Tara News Bangladesh (Bangla) at 9:30 
pm.

BBC WORLD
Every hour on the hour

TV GUIDE
PICK OF THE DAY

News Bulletin News Bulletin 

All programmes are in local time. 
The Daily Star will not be responsible 
for any change in the programme. 

CULTURAL FEAST

Celebration
Title: Tenth anniversary of Liberation 

War Museum

Organisation: Liberation War Museum 

Venue: Liberation War Museum, 

Segunbagicha

Date: March 22-26

Time: 5: 00 pm

Musical soiree
Title: Grameen Phone 17th Jatio 

Rabindrasangeet Utsab

Venue: Shaheed Ziaur Rahman 

auditorium, Shishu Academy

Date: March 23, at 5:30pm

March 24 at 9am, 4pm

March 25 at 9:30, 5pm

Inaugural of Munier 

Choudhury Theatre 

Space
March 25: Opening ceremony, Rally, 

Jatra pala Sirajudaullah

March 26:  Sonai Bibir Pala and movie 

screening 

March 27:  Gonosangeet, recitation, 

street theatre and Ummekulsum

Venue: Munier Choudhury Theatre 

Space, near the Eidgah Maidan, 

Section 2, Mirpur

Exhibition
Title: 12th Asian Art Biennale, 

Bangladesh

Venue: National Art Gallery, National 

Museum, Osmani Auditorium 

Date: March  5-31

Title: Etching, engraving and wood cut 

print exhibit

Artist: Mohammed Muslim Mia

Venue: Art & Soul Gallery, Rd 36, 

House 16, Gulshan Avenue, Dhaka

Date: March 17- 26 at 11 am to 8 pm

Title: Exposition -- Anwar Hossein

Venue: Alliance Francaise Gallery

Date: March 16-29

Theatre

Title: Tairalir bukey Miju Munshir Pao

Organisation: Palakar

Venue: Amphitheatre, Jahangirnagar 

University 

Date: March 26

Time: 11 am

(Second show): CRP tennis court

Bhalobasho Mor Gaan
On ntv at 09:35 
Musical Show
Host: Ferdousi Rahman

Ray
On HBO at 09:30 pm

Genre: Drama

Cast: Jamie Foxx, Kerry Washington, Regina King

ERSHAD KAMOL

P IONEERING rock star of the country, 
Azam Khan is known as a guru amongst 
the rock 'n rollers of the country for his 

contribution to band music in Bangladesh. 
However, many of us have little idea about his 
heroic deeds during our Liberation War in 1971. 
He is one of the few cultural activists who had 
taken part in the front line war against the 
Pakistani Army.

Reminiscing on those glorious days, Azam 
Khan said, “We were active participants in the 
movement against the Pakistani oppression from 
1969. In those days I was an active member of 
Kranti Shilpi Goshthi and performed gono 
sangeet (songs of the masses) to spread con-
sciousness amongst the masses on the Pakistani 
oppression of Bangalees.

“In 1971, when the Liberation War began, I left 
for Agartala, India to join Sector 2, under the leader-
ship of Khaled Mosharraf. I still remember the day 
when I went to take permission from my father. He 
just said, 'Don't come back without victory'. Then, 
along with two of my friends Shafi and Kachie we 
started for Agartala on foot.”  

Reaching the destination, he along with his 
comrades took military training and were sent to 
the front line in Comilla to fight against the 
Pakistani Army. “Each day was like doomsday. I 
was totally alienated from my family and friends. I 
had no idea when I would be killed. During the 
nights we sang to boost our morale. My songs 
were much appreciated by the freedom fighters. 
In those days I used to sing Bangla, Hindi and 
improvised songs to lighten the mood of the 
freedom fighters in the battle ground,” continues 
Azam Khan, “I still remember the 'Salda Battle' 
near Salda river, Comilla. We set an ambush to 
destroy the supply line of the Pakistani Army. We 
had only two machine guns while our enemy-- 
over 400 Pakistani Army personnel-- had nine 
machine guns. However, we won the battle-- 
about 20 Pakistani supply boats were destroyed 
and 81soldiers  were killed.”

After a few days, Azam Khan was called back 
to Agartala. He said, “This time I got Rs 75 as 
salary. My friends and I made merry with the 
money. Once again we were sent to Dhaka region 

to take part in the guerilla warfare. I was ap-
pointed as the 'section commander' of the guerilla 
troop.”

Azam Khan led the guerilla fighters in 
Jatrabari-Gulshan belt. Recalling the maneuvers, 
Khan said, “Under the title Titash Operation, I 
planned to destroy the gas pipeline of Dhaka City. 
We went to Konapara near Demra by two boats 
and destroyed the gas pipeline. It was such a 
huge explosion that I saw the inferno in front of my 
eyes. Seeing the flame, the Pakistani Army 
became so frightened that they did not carry out 
counter attacks. However, during the escape, 
one of our boats sank. Swimming in the marshy 
bil (low land), we had to cross about a mile. And 
suddenly I lost consciousness. The following 
morning, I found myself lying on a haystack. 
During that war I suffered an injury on my left ear. 
Even today I am hard of hearing.” 

Khan and his comrades entered Dhaka in mid- 
December, 1971 after defeating the Pakistani 
Army in the war at Treemohoni near Madartek. 
Azam Khan said, “Pakistani Army went there to 
set anti-aircraft post. We attacked them from 
three corners and won the battle.”

As he had pledged his father, a victorious Khan 
returned home. He thinks that the genesis of his 
musical talent is the Liberation War. To quote him, 
“I could have never been in this position, if 
Bangladesh had not  come into being.”

Khan's musical talents have not gone unrecog-
nised. He is the recipient of the  'Life Time 
Achievement' award for his contribution to band 
music in Bangladesh. 

Azam Khan 

Rock star looks back 
with nostalgia

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

What happens when chimpanzees at-
tempt to write plays like great play-
wright Shakespeare or an ordinary 
street dweller claims to be Czar 
Nicholas of Russia? Is the story like a 
wonderland? To American contem-
porary playwright David Ives the ma-
terialistic social structure is like a won-
derland. 

David Ives in his theatre of absurd, 
All in The Timing has created such a 
wonderland where great political 
thinker Trotsky appears as a farcical 
being. Thus the six-act play ridicules 
all the revolutions and political 
thoughts, which have been initiated 
to change the world or improve the 
lifestyle of human beings, but have 
failed.

David Ives has successfully main-
tained the structure of the theatre of 
absurd to feature the struggle of the 

human beings with the irrationality of 
experience in a state of what has 
been described as 'metaphysical an-

guish'. As the eternal frustration, emp-
tiness, weariness, absurd dreams 
and hope are within us from the be-

ginning of the civilisation, so the play 
has no limitation of time and place. 

Director Gerry Mulgrew has bril-
liantly handled the characterisation, 
great jokes, slick performances and 
striking visual images. An interesting 
part of his direction was the use of 
sound effects, which made the theatre 
of absurd interesting. 

Throughout the play, three actors-- 
David Sant, Javier Marzan and John 
Nicholson-- perform with verbal dex-
terity and great physical agility. They 
know how to be gentle as well as flam-
boyant, their timing is immaculate, 
and even the scene changes are 
works of art.

Organised by the British Council, 
UK's theatre company Peepolyks 
staged All in The Timing on March 22 
and March 23 at the National Theatre 
Stage, Bangladesh Shilpakala 
Academy. 

All in The Timing 

A theatre of absurd presented 
by Peepolykus

Interschool creativity contest'06

RU CORRESPONDENT

A three-day  Drama and Film festi-
val 2006  began recently at 
Rajshahi University campus . The 
festival was organised by Rajshahi 
University's Music and Drama 
Department.

The festival was inaugurated by 
dance artiste Bazlur Rahman Badal.

On the occasion, a colourful rally 
was brought out in front of the 
department premises and wound its 
way through the campus. The rally 

was jointly inaugurated by Badal 
a n d  d e p a r t m e n t  c h a i r m a n  
Professor Abdul Matin Talukder, 
who led the procession.

The Music and Drama depart-
ment students'  organisat ion 
'Deshawpath Chalochittro Sangsad'  
premiered a film Balu Ghori, to 
observe the first founding anniver-
sary of the organisation at Kazi 
Nazrul Islam auditorium. The film is 
directed by Rajibul Hossain and 
Habib Zakaria is the scriptwriter. 

Later, second year students of 

the department presented the play 
Seagull at Kazi Nazrul Islam audito-
rium. The play, written by Anton 
Chekov is directed by Habib 
Zakaria.

The fourth year students pre-
sented Joiboti Koneer Mon at Kazi 
Nazrul Islam auditorium the follow-
ing day. The  playwright was 
Professor Salim Al Din and it was  
directed by Habib Zakaria, while the  
music direction was provided by 
Shukon Sarker.

Rajshahi University buzzes with 
a Drama and Film Festival
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11:00 Dubai World Cup 2006

12:00 WWE: Experience

05:00 US PGA Tour: The 
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The Liberation War Museum has arranged a 10-day 
special programme to observe its 10th anniversary as 
well as Independence Day. A discussion on the educa-
tion system and rendition of music by Rezwana 
Chowdhury Banya and Subir Nandi were the main 
attractions of the second day of the programme.

Renowned educationist and economist Professor 
Muzaffar Ahmed presented a paper titled 'Education 
System: Expectation and achievement of the Liberation 
War.'

“The aim of the Liberation War of Bangladesh was to 
liberate its people from any oppression and discrimina-
tion. However, because of the manipulation by the 
politicians of the post-Liberation War the aim of the 
Liberation War has not yet been fulfilled. And education 
system is one of the most affected sectors of the manip-
ulation,” he said.

“Though English as the medium of mainstream 
education system was repealed just after the 
Liberation, the 'English medium kindergarten school-
ing system' was introduced the same year. Thus 
began the discrimination in the schooling system, " he 
said.

After his thoughtful discussion, renowned singer 
Rezwana Chowdhury Banya appeared on the stage and 
rendered songs. She began her performance with a 
patriotic song O aamar desher mati. Then followed other 
songs: Tomari tore maa, Chhi chhi chokher jole, Amar 
hiyar majhe, O je mane na mana and Fagun hawayay. 

Acclaimed singer Subir Nandi began his presentation 
by rendering DL Roy's Oi mahashindhur opar theke. Later he presented a few other patriotic songs.

10th anniversary of Liberation War Museum

Discussion and music 
mark the second day

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

The Unilever Bangladesh Limited (UBL) launched 
an interschool creativity competition, titled Surf 
Excel Protivar Lorai. This was held at Sultana Kamal 
Women's Sports Complex at Dhanmondi yesterday. 
Dirt Is Good is the main theme of the contest. To 
bring out the hidden potential of children, the contest 
continued for over a month in eight cities, Khulna, 
Jessore, Rajshahi, Chittagong, Sylhet, Comilla, 
Bogra and Mymensingh. Apart from these events, a 
mega final will be held in Dhaka. 

Each school competed against each other in 
three different activites, including  painting, mud 
building and face painting.

Twenty-four schools took part in the competition in 
group-Kaa. Among the participants the Government 
Laboratory High School was the champion. Gulshan 
International School was the second and Scholastica 
School third  runners-up. The winning schools 
received trophies and reference books, while each 
participant got gifts and certificates.

Senior brand manager of Surf Exel, Shamarukh 
Fakhruddin, Architect Sheikh Ahsan Ullah Majumder, 
Professor Ali Azgar, Dr Farida Zaman and Nazia 
Andalib Prima attended the prize giving ceremony.

Azam Khan 

A scene from the play

Rezwana Chowdhury Banya performs at the event
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Children display their artistic talent
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