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PM starts 'new phase
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warmly by Indian Minister of State for
External Affairs E Ahamed and
Foreign Secretary Shyam Saran at
Indira Gandhi International (IGI)
Airport.

After a ceremonial reception at
the forecourt of Rashtrapati Bhavan
here today, Khaleda will have talks
with her Indian counterpart Dr
Manmohan Singh. Delegation-level
discussions slated to be held in the
evening will be rounded off with
signing of agreements.

The two countries are likely to sign
three pacts. One will deal with the
ways to tackle narcotics smuggling
while the other two will be double
taxation avoidance and investment
protection agreements.

During the talks with Khaleda, Dr
Singh is likely to seek Dhaka's coop-
eration in ending terrorism emanat-
ing from Bangladesh and illegal
immigration.

Accompanied by a high-level
delegation including Foreign Minister
Morshed Khan and Finance Minister
Saifur Rahman, the Bangladesh
prime minister said the potential for
Indo-Bangladesh relations was
immense and it would be her desire
to discuss with the Indian leaders
how to fully realise it.

Both the countries have regis-
tered impressive economic and
social progress recently, she said,
adding however, "Our many prob-
lems still remain daunting.”

The problem of poverty and
deprivation stalks the two countries
and these problems can be over-
come only through cooperation in an
environment of peace and stability,
said the Bangladesh prime minister.

She said she would like to utilise
the visit to discuss "all issues of
relevance to our multi-faceted rela-
tions. Equally importantly, it would be
my intention to carry forward our
sustained engagement in a positive
direction so that this other major
objectiveisalsorealised."

Noting that she was coming here
with "tremendous goodwill" of the
people of her country, she said the
two countries were close neighbours
and their bonds of friendship are
deeply rooted in the history.

"Our friendship has over the
years, drawn strength from our very
intimate economic, social and cul-
tural ties. We are, indeed, keen to
further deepen these ties," Khaleda
said.

Ahead of her arrival, India
unveiled its neighbourhood diplo-
macy with Finance Minister
Chidambaram indicating that India is
ready to allow easy access to
Bangladeshi goods here, a persis-
tent demand of Dhaka which has
been seeking removal of tax barriers
forthis purpose.

Terming India a bigger economy,
he said, "We must be able to absorb
their (neighbouring countries)
exports. What is the point in calling
ourselves a regional economic
power if we can't help our neigh-
bours?"

"Bangladesh remains poor. What
will happen is more people from
Bangladesh will migrate to India. And
that is what is happening,”
Chidambaram said.

Soon after her arrival, E Ahamed
had a 30-minute meeting with
Khaleda at her super luxury suite at
Maurya Sheraton Hotel on Sardar
Patel Marg.

Emerging from the meeting,
Ahamed said economic cooperation
was the main topic of discussion.
Later, Lok Sabha Speaker Somnath
Chatterjee will call on Khaleda.

The Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) of India did not hold any formal
briefing ahead of the prime minister's
three-day state visit.

The Indian external affairs minis-
try also did not make any formal
announcement till yesterday.
Usually, VVIP visits are announced
at least a couple of weeks in
advance.

Clean candidates
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Dr Debapriya Bhattacharya, execu-
tive director of the CPD, read out the
names of the group's members at a
citizens' dialogue on civil society initiative
in accountable development efforts. The
CPD in collaboration with The Daily Star
and the Prothom Alo organised the
dialogue atacity hotel.

Leading economists, business
leaders, legal experts, development
activists, women entrepreneurs,
women activists, scientists, litterateurs,
former bureaucrats and members of
indigenous community are members of
the group.

Former chief of caretaker govemn-
ment Justice Habibur Rahman was the
chief guest at the dialogue chaired by
Prof Rehman Sobhan.

Grameen Bank Managing Director
DrMuhammad Yunus placed a formula
for carrying outa movement to pressur-
ise major political parties to nominate
competent and honest candidates in
the elections.

Law Minister Moudud Ahmed,
eminent jurist Dr Kamal Hossain,
political leaders Suranjit Sengupta,
Motia Chowdhury, ASM Abdur
Rahman, Mushfigur Rahman and
leading personalities in different fields
took partinthe dialogue.

"The group will prepare a mid-term
development vision for Bangladesh for
the next 15 years which will be tumed
into our national manifesto," said
Debapriya, who will work as member-
secretary ofthe body.

The citizens' group, Debapriya said,
will meet different political parties and
civil society organisations, hold
exchange of views meetings in different
places of the country and create public
awareness.

It will also analyse election mani-
festo of major political parties, hold
national policy forum meeting 2006 and
gofor post-election follow-up activities.

Former chief of the caretaker gov-
emment Justice Habibur Rahman
observed that the government's initia-
tive for electoral reforms caused
demand for counterreforms.

He said the government increased
the age limit for some constitutional
posts and raised the number of election
commissioners creating confusion
among the people. He, however, hoped
that the confusion will be cleared very
soon.

Rahman underscored the need for
rule of honestand competent people.

He observed lack of good advisers
in the government. He hoped that the
leading scientists and sociologists will
come forward and work for improve-
mentofthe situationin the country.

He urged the civil society members
to continue their work even if people do
not join them in large scale. "Some day
you will get a large number of compan-
ionsinyourrace."

DISCUSSION

Moudud Ahmed participated in the
open discussion at the dialogue, and
expressed solidarity with the proposed
civil society movement to force political
parties to nominate honest and compe-
tent people as candidates in the elec-
tion.

"Please launch the movement so
vigorously that we the politicians are
compelled to follow your suggestions
for putting honest people in the electoral
race," the minister said.

An opportunity of dialogue has been
created to make the next election free
and fair, and all parties should reach a
consensus on smooth progress of
democraticrule, he noted.

Dr Kamal Hossain urged the civil
society members to work together with
politicians to keep the election free from
black money, muscle power, violence
and politicisation.

The Gono Forum presidentwenton,
"We will have to work for healthy politics
to put an end to the ongoing sick politics
in Bangladesh, controlled through
muscle power, violence and black
money," he said participating in the
opendiscussion.

Constitution is nothing but a mere
paper without the practice of healthy
politics, Dr Kamal observed.

He urged the civil society members
to involve themselves in the political
process by participating in the next
election.

Awami League presidium member
Suranijit Sengupta said they are ready to
accept any result, even defeat, if the
election is held in a free and fair atmo-
sphere and people can vote for whom
theywant.

"We want participation of all parties
inthe election in a level playing field and
the election will have to be credible to
all,"he said.

The seasoned parliamentarian
raised questioned activites of the
Election Commission in preparing a
fresh voter list, and apprehended that
many eligible voters have not been
listed.

On the role of the civil society in
ensuring a free and fair election, and
making an elected government
accountable to the people, Suraniit
urged the civil society to take to the
streets with their programmes.

Matiur Rahman, editor of the
Prothom Alo, said the prevailing situa-
tion in the country will not change if
political parties continue to nominate
corrupt people as candidates in elec-
tions.

He suggested all quarters to have
dialogues to find out ways so that all
parties participate in the next election
and it takes place in time. He also
suggested reconstituting the EC and
an and to politicisation and nepotism in
all tiersofthe government.

"The Election Commissionis the last
prey of politicisation where we have
witnessed an extreme form of it in
appointing commission officials,” he
noted.

The Prothom Alo editor described
the country's success in food produc-
tion, women empowerment and reduc-
ing child mortality inthe last 35 years.

The Daily Star Editor Mahfuz Anam
urged the civil society members to
involve themselves in the country's
political process. "It is possible for
anybody to get involved in the political
process without engaging in party
politics," he said.

A number of citizens' group mem-
bers alsotook partin the dialogue.

Eminent scientist and Chittagong
University professor Jamal Nazrul Islam
strongly opposed bringing foreign
grants or aid for the country's develop-
ment. "We don't need any foreign grant.
| will ask the World Bank, IMF and ADB
to leave the country as there is no
instance of development by using their
funds," he said.

Former BUET vice chancellor Dr
lgbal Mahmud stressed increasing
investment in the higher education for
creating a knowledge-based society.
"Apart from investing in the primary and
secondary levels of education, we
should focus on the higher education,”
he said.

Professor Abdullah Abu Sayeed
urged the civil society members to keep
pushing the government tirelessly so
thatitworks for people.

Professor Dr Muhammad Jafar
Igbal, M Syeduzzaman, Laila Rahman
Kabir, Dr Itekharuzzaman, Rezaul
Karim and Maj Gen (retd) AMSA Amin
alsoaddressed the programme.

4 madrasa
boys
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the body into a septic tank early
Sunday.

Police recovered the body and
sent it to the Sylhet MAG Osmani
Medical College morgue for an
autopsy. The arrestees confessed
before a magistrate yesterday after-
noon.

It announced the visit through its
website only a few hours before
Khaleda's aircraft touched down the
Indira Gandhi International Airport at
New Delhi at 3:33pm yesterday.

There was not even any media
advisory from the MEAtill yesterday.

According to the briefing points by
the official spokesperson of the MEA:
"Bangladesh prime ministeris paying
a state visit to India from March 20-
22,2006. The visitmay be seeninthe
context of the policy of sustained and
continuous high-level engagement
that the Government of India has
instituted with Bangladesh."

Bangladeshis a close andfriendly
neighbour and the visitis a testimony
to the importance that both countries
attachto bilateral relations, itadded.

After a ceremonial reception at
Rashtrapati Bhavan at 10:00am, she
willgo to Rajghatand lay floral wreath
atMahatma Gandhi Memorial.

At 12 noon, she will pay a cour-
tesy call on Indian President APJ
Abdul Kalam. Indian Minister for
Commerce and Industry Kamal Nath
will meet her at her hotel suite at
4:00pm.

Khaleda will then go to 10
Janapath to meet UPA Chairperson
Sonia Gandhi at 5:00pm. The two
leaders are expected to hold talks for
an hour. The Bangladesh premier will
also call on the Indian vice president
athis secretariat.

At 6:15pm, she will arrive at the
Hyderabad House, the venue of the
talks between the two prime minis-
ters. Khaleda and Manmohan Singh
will have a téte-a-téte at Deccan
Suite before the delegation level
talks begin.

Dr Singh will host a state banquet
in honour of his Bangladesh counter-
part after the talks and signing of the
deals.

Car-bomb
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"The busting of the module is a big
success for the security forces and a
blow to the militants," the statement
said, adding the rebels were
detained while they were actually
planting abomb inside a stolen car.
Kashmir is in the grip of a 16-
year-old insurgency against Indian
rule that has so far left more than
44,000 people dead by official
count.

Delhi hints
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investment protection agreement.

He pointed out that the neigh-
bouring countries like Bangladesh,
SriLanka and Nepal are "poorer and
smaller and their only market is
really the Indian

Chidambaram said trade agree-
ments with neighbouring countries
are not really free and preferential
trade agreements.

Minister of State for External
Affairs Anand Sharma said India is a
large country and it realises its
responsibilities to take all countries
of the region along as the nation
progresses.

He said India attaches great
significance to its relations with
neighbours.

Chidambaram said the country is
not rushing to sign FTAs or PTAs but
inking them on geo-political and
economic considerations. The
agreements will cause some prob-
lems to the Indian industry due to
invert duty structure, he said.

Bird flu
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Nations last week revealed the
presence of H5N1 in six poultry
samples taken from Kabul and
Nangarhar.

"It is very likely that the H5 type
confirmed in Kunar province is the
N1 sub-type since it is confirmed
positive in neighbouring
Nangarhar... and in Kabul," health
ministry advisor Abdullah Fahim told
AFP.

UN spokesman Adrian Edwards
said it was the first time infected
birds had been found in Kunar.

No human cases have been
reported yet in Afghanistan, he
added.

Afghanistan ordered the slaugh-
ter of thousands of chickens after
last week's announcement that
H5N1 had been detected.

About 85 percent of the Afghan
population live in close contact with
poultry, officials have said, with most
rural families having several chick-
ensin the backyard.

g '
Citizens' group
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University, Samson H Chowdhury,
chairman of Square Group, Maj Gen
(retd) Moinul Hossain Chowdhury,
former adviser to the caretaker gov-
ernment, Prof Jamilur Reza
Chowdhury, vice chancellor of Brac
University, Syed Manzur Elahi, chair-
man of Apex Tannery, Prof Hasan
Azizul Hug of Rajshahi University, M
Mujibul Hug, former cabinet secretary,
Prof Muhammad Jafar Igbal of
Shahjalal University of Science and
Technology, Dr Mahmuda Islam of
Dhaka University, Mahmudul Islam,
former attorney general, Prof Jamal
Nazrul Islam of Chittagong University,
Laila Rahman Kabir, former president
of the Metropolitan Chamber of
Commerce and Industries, Dr Igbal
Mahmud, former vice chancellor of
Buet, Prof Wahiuddin Mahmud of
Dhaka University, Latifur Rahman,
president of the MCCI, Barrister Raja
Devasish Roy, chairperson of
Chakma Chief and Hill Tracts NGO
Forum, Prof Abdullah Abu Sayeed,
president of Bishwa Shahitya Kendra,
ASM Shahjahan, former adviser to the
caretaker government, M
Syeduzzaman, chairman of the Bank
Asia and Prof Muhammad Yunus,
managing director of the Grameen
Bank Limited.

Rahman himself led
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Sundarbans.

"His (Tarapodo's) son Tapan hit
me in the head with a log when his
father was going to be slaughtered.
Tarapodo managed to run away
taking the chance," a source in the
DB of Bagerhat who interrogated
Rahman at the TFIl quoted him as
saying.

They chased Tarapodo in a des-
perate attempt to slaughter him, but
failed as villagers came forward and
resisted them, the source added.

The police caught Bangla Bhai
and others at the house of militant
Hekmat Moka in the same village.
However, Bangla Bhai was released
in a couple of months.

Rahman also admitted that 80
militants received military training in
the Sundarbans in June and July,
2004.

He and Bangla Bhai monitored
the training on how to operate sophis-
ticated firearms and detonate bombs
and grenades, said the Bagerhat DB
police.

"l visited Bagerhat town and
Mollahat and some other upazilas of
the district several times between
1997 and 2002 to recruit youths as
militants," the DB officials quoted
Rahman as saying.

Rahman told the interrogators the
decision for countrywide serial blasts
was taken at a Majlish-e-Shura
meeting held at a house in
Mymensingh townin Junelastyear.
MYMENSINGH
Rapid Action Battalion (Rab)-9
arrested JMB activist Fazar Ali in
Kutubpur village in Jamalpur in the
early hours yesterday. He was an

accomplice of Garibullah, a JMB
ehsar member, reports our
Mymensingh correspondent.

The Rab also recovered seven
books on jihad from his possession.

The sedition case filed against
Rahman, Bangla Bhai and five other
Shura members with a Mymensingh
court was transferred to the CID
following directives from the police
high-ups.

BOGRA

The Special Tribunal-4 in Bogra
yesterday showed Rahman and
Bangla Bhai arrested in a serial blast
case as Public Prosecutor Saiful
Islam appealed for it, our Bogra
correspondent reported.

The court also ordered to include
the name of JMB cadre Sirajul Islam
alias Banu in the charge sheet as he
made judicial confession about his
involvement.

The police arrested JMB cadre
Abdur Razzak in Gabtoli upazila in
September 2004 and submitted the
charge sheet against six including
Rahman, Bangla Bhai and Razzak to
the courton November 9.

Addl attorney
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action," he said. "I'll continue if the
governmentasks metodoso."

The government appointed Khan,
a former Dhaka District Public
Prosecutor (PP), as one of the addi-
tional attorney generals on February 2,
2002 for a period of five years after
amending the Bangladesh Law
Officers Order, 1972.

Bangladesh too good
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captain Steve Tikolo, who missed
the game due to fever, found run-
making very hard against a versatile
Bangladesh attack, fireworks were
aplenty when the home side came out
to knock off the target in only 23.5
overs.

Dashing right-hander Aftab Ahmed
entertained the home fans with a
whirlwind 32-ball 59 while opener
Javed Omar scored a fluent unbeaten
64 of 79-balls. Hero of the first match at
Bogra Shahriar Nafis (28) was the only
casualty in Bangladesh's biggest
margin victory by wickets eclipsing the
8-wicket thrashing of Zimbabwe last
year.

Aftab's back-to-back fifty contained
nine savage hits across the rope and
two mighty sixes while Javed struck 11
boundaries.

The victory was a strong statement
that Bangladesh have come a long
way after being bracketed in the same
league with their east African rivals
only acouple of year's ago.

Bangladesh’'s improvement was
not evident only in batting butalsoin all
departments.

The Kenyan batsmen, whose
international exposure has been few
and far between since the 2003 World

Banks write off
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Banking sources said they have
initiated several steps to recover the
loans including appointing private
recovery agents and paying com-
mission to lawyers and engaging
bank staff and land brokers.

An official of a private bank said
land is mortgaged against most of
the loans and it is very difficult to sell
the mortgaged land.

"In those cases we have
engaged land brokers so that the
bank at least gets a part of the sale,"
he said.

Pubali Bank's Managing Director
Khandkar Ibrahim Khaled said if
their staff can recover any written off
loans, they get an incentive of a
certain percentage.

"Whatever profit we can make
from the written off amount is good.
If a bank does not have capital and
provision shortfall, the recovered
written off loan directly goes to the
bank's income," Ibrahim explained.

Bangla Bhai's

FROM PAGE 16

"Bangla Bhai and his men never
seemed worried about the conse-
quences of their actions. They would
move with police escort. They killed my
husband after an announcement," said
Rebeka Sultana, wife of Idris Ali Khejur,
who was killed and buried after being
cut into four pieces in Shimba of
Raninagar.

"The government men have sent
and sheltered them [JMJB cadres]. We
don't dare to file cases against them as
they still roam free in the neighbour-
hood," said Idris's sister NilimaAkhtar.

Rabeya Bewa, mother of Abu Taleb
Bhutto, who is still missing, Khodeza
Bewa, mother of Golam Rabbani
Mukul, who was killed by Bangla Bhai
himself, Kohinur Begum, wife of the
missing Bhopara Union Parishad
chairman, Jaan Box Sardar, all claimed
that the brutalities were nothing but
political vengeance onthem.

"Bangla Bhai Bahini attacked us
with hockey sticks while BNP-Jamaat
cadres and police wielding firearms
were backing them. We had nowhere
to go. They even looted my husband's
motorcycle from the Union Council
office," Kohinur said, narrating the
terrible ordeal she and her family had
beenthrough.

Shafinun Nahar who had lodged a
complaint against the kidnap of her
mother, said, "Sub- Inspector Mobarak
of Bagmara Police Station still warns
us notto pursue the case."

Mohsin, father of Monwar Hossain
Babu, the first victim of JMJB tortures,
and Lailee Begum, wife of another
victim Sheikh Farid, demanded an
opentrial of Bangla Bhai.

"Bangla Bhai was asking the locals
to join in a prayer, stepping on the body
of Sheikh Farid," said Wahed
Pramanik of Taratia who was also
beaten up for refusing to pay them toll.

Cup, found the going tough against the
new-ball pair of Mashrafee Bin
Mortuza and Syed Rasel after decid-
ing to baton a slow track.

Man-of-the match Syed Rasel,
who has made it a habit of giving early
breakthrough, started the carnage
trapping Kennedy Otieno leg before
with the scoreboard reading only three
runs.

The southpaw then dismissed Toni
Suiji (11) and Jimmy Kamande (12) to
finish with 3-28 in his 10 overs.

Tanmy Mishra followed up his first-
match 43 with an equally impressive
33 while David Obuya and veteran
Hitesh Modi made 30 runs each. But
the Kenyans were never able to
dominate the disciplined Bangladesh
bowling backed up by spirited fielding.

Mashrafee claimed two wickets for
26 runs and left-arm spinner Abdur
Razzak also took two for 30.

Experienced wicketkeeper Khaled
Mashud also achieved a personal
milestone in the match when he
plucked a low catch offered by Martin
Suijifor his 100th dismissals behind the
wicket.

The next two games of the series
will be played at the Fatullah Stadium
onMarch23and 25.

Last minute
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would take Ecnec approval after the
bid is selected.

Late last year, the ministry initi-
ated the process of short-listing
qualified bidders. In the process, it
disqualified Dutch company Royal
Boscales, which is known to be the
world's largest dredging company.
The ground for disqualification was
that Boscales did not submit all the
papers required.

Two months ago, the ministry
held a meeting with the short-listed
companies, which included Hino
Hydro Corporation of China, Van
Oord of the Netherlands, Jan De Nul
of Belgium, Larsen and Turbo
Dredging (India) along with
Dredging International of Belgium.

The bidders had accordingly
prepared their proposals and were
all set to submit their papers yester-
day. But the March 14 surprise
amendment put them off-guard, as
to accommodate any changes, they
must consult and work in touch with
their headquarters.

Debate in JS
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Atik criticised the ruling party for the
incidents.

Atk demanded formation of a
parliamentary body to probe the
incidents and said Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal (JCD) cadres are making
money by allocating seats in the
college hostels. "Besides, indecent
activities are rampant on the college
premises," Atik told the meeting.

Committee Chairman Shamsul
Alam Pramanik rejected his demand.

The general students of the college
last week demonstrated against the
JCD leaders who have been taking
money illegally from the students
seeking admission to honours first
year, assuring them of arranging their
admissions and hostel seats. But the
JCD cadres attacked the protesters.

Countering Atik, BNP lawmaker
Khalilur Rahman said the worst inci-
dent happened during the Awami
League government. Cadres of the
then local lawmaker of AL had entered
the student hostels and tortured the
women students. Even female stu-
dents were raped at Jahangirnagar
University, he continued.

"Why the student fronts backed by
the opposition parties enforced strike
at the educational institutions across
the country when the government took
actions against the principal of Eden
College," Khalilur told The Daily Star
after the meeting. He expressed the
same views atthe meeting.

"We will take further actions if
necessary to bring order at the col-
lege," Education Minister Osman
Farruk told the meeting. But the AL
lawmaker said the situation will not
improve only by taking action against
the principal. He demanded actions
against the JCD cadres who attacked
the general students.

Rare fishing
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officer, but they declined to take
responsibility of the cubs. Forest
department also did not take any
initiative to rescue the cubs.

Panchagarh correspondent of
daily Prothom Alo Shahidul Islam
tried without success to nurse the
cubs to good health at his home. He
fed them oral saline, vitamin C
tablets and milk.

Shahidul's family members said
they had tried to contact govern-
ment officials several times but the
officials declined co-operate.

On contact, Wildlife specialist Dr
Ali Reza Khan said fishing cat cubs
rarely survive in captivity. The milk
they suckle is high on protein but low
on carbohydrate while cow's milk is
high on carbohydrate and low on
protein. Feeding them regular milk
causes malnutrition and diarrhoea
leading to death in most cases.

Media hyped
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State Visitto India".

Some of the newspapers high-
lighted that Khaleda Zia is the longest
serving democratically elected prime
minister of Bangladesh.

In the supplements, the papers
also thanked M Anwarul Haq, minis-
ter (Press) of Bangladesh high
commission in New Delhi, for his
cooperation.

A section of the Indian media in
recent days was somewhat pessi-
mistic about the prime minister's visit
even till Sunday. But yesterday there
was a turn around and the wave of
expectationsin their articles was

The Hindustan Times headline
read "Trust, 'doables' on Khaleda's
India Menu". They termed the visit a
"landmark" that will concentrate on
mending the relationship that has
frayed with mistrust and mutual
suspicion.

They said quoting senior Indian
officials the focus would be to con-
centrate on "doables" to build trust
while not skirting the concerns that
have plagued the bilateral dialogues.

Khaleda is coming not as the
South Asian Association for Regional
Cooperation (Saarc) chairperson but
on a state visit; the first in her second
term in office and it indicates the
"definite desire" to improve ties. The
more the leaders meet and talk the
less scope there is for mistrust.

The Hindustan Times quotes
Indian officials as saying, "The recent
arrests of key terrorist leaders like
Bangla Bhai in Bangladesh was a
positive sign of Dhaka's acceptance
of the problem of Islamist terrorists
using the country as a base. Coming
out of the denial mode into accep-
tance mode was the first step to
resolve the problem."

Raja Mohan, an eminent analyst
and columnist, said in his column that
Manmohan Singh must underline the
importance of pursuing the long-term
interests of India in Bangladesh
irrespective of who is in power in
Dhaka.

India is seen in Bangladesh as an
insensitive neighbour who is
obsessed with great power politics
and has no time for the region.
Whether it is the question of sharing
water resources or the growing trade
imbalance, India must first demon-
strate some empathy with what
Dhaka has to say, the columnread.

Raja Mohan further suggested "In
his talks with Khalida Zia, Manmohan
Singh must be ready to proclaim
some unilateral decisions on market
access and non-tariff barriers without
demanding any quid pro quos on
transit which New Delhi has long
sought."

13 Nepalese
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seized power 13 months ago, they
formed a loose alliance with
sidelined political parties to press for
the restoration of democracy.

On Sunday the Maoists said they
had reached an understanding with
the parties to hold a mass pro-
democracy protest next month as
part of an attempt to topple the royal
government.

They also called off a six-day-
long transport blockade which had
caused fuel shortages and sent
prices soaring.

King Gyanendra sacked the
government and assumed direct
control of the impoverished
Himalayan nation after blaming
politicians for failing to stem the
Maoistinsurgency.

2 criminals

FROM PAGE 16

"Two local influential people killed my
brother, using the Rab members
following a dispute over a piece of land
at Savar," she told reporters at the
DMCH yesterday.

In  Faridpur, notorious criminal
Zulhas alias Zilhas alias Siam, 22, was
killed during a "shootout" between his
accomplices and Rab men near
government Commerce College in the
town, according to the UNB.

Rab arrested Zulhas at
Beelmamudpur village under Sadar
upazila Saturday evening.

On his confessional statement, the
members of the elite force along with
Zulhas raided different places in the
town on Sunday night to arrest his
accomplices and recover firearms.

When they reached near the
college at about 4:15am, Zulhas'
cohorts opened fire on the law enforc-
ers, forcingthemtoretaliate.

Zulhas was caught in the 'shootout’
and died on the spot, Rab sources
said.

Son of Jalal Sheikh of Kamalapurin
the town, Zulhas was an accomplice of
Bulu and Murad, chargesheeted
accused in journalist Goutam Das
murder case.

He was wanted in a number of
cases, including three for murder, the
sources said.

Rab also recovered one revolver,
one shotgun and two cartridges from
the scene.

Govt invites opposition
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Hasina, who is now in the US.

Top leaders of the 14-party will
meet today to discuss the govern-
ment's invitation, Jalil told journalists
after the presidium meeting.

The proposed dialogue will be on
the formation of the committee that
will discuss the proposal for reforms
in the caretaker government system
and the Election Commission.

Bhuiyan in the letter urged the
opposition to come to the dialogue
with an open mind for the greater
interest of the country, nation and
democracy. The letter also men-
tioned that welcoming any construc-
tive proposal is part of BNP's princi-
ples and tradition. The PM had taken
the matter into consideration and
thus extended the proposal for
discussion, the letter mentioned. The
letter also mentioned that the PM had
proposed to form the committee with
members of the parliament.

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia on
February 28 in her valedictory
speech of the last parliament ses-
sion, proposed to form the commit-
tee. AL President Sheikh Hasina

raised a reform proposal in the parlia-
ment on February 12 on behalf of the
14-party opposition coalition.

Chief Whip Khandaker Delwar
Hossain upon instruction from
Mannan Bhuiyan talked to the deputy
leader of the opposition on March 12
conveying the proposal for a formal
discussion on theissue.

Itwas learnt that before leaving for
India the PM held talks with Finance
Minister Saifur Rahman, Mannan
Bhuiyan and Health Minister
Khandaker Mosharraf Hossain on
the opposition's demand for electoral
reforms. The PM asked Bhuiyan to
officially invite names of representa-
tives from the opposition for the
committee she proposed on
February 28.

When contacted, Bhuiyan told
The Daily Star last night that he
hopes the opposition will respond
positively to the government's call.
"We want to reach an agreeable
solution through discussion with the
opposition. There is no lack of sincer-
ity onour part," he said.

Yunus for movement
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includes nominating symbolic
candidates inthe constituencies.

"We have to take preparations from
now on for resisting corruptand incom-
petent people from entering the next
parliament,” he said.

"If the corrupt and incompetent
candidates get the chance to enter the
next parliament, the level of corruption
will reach such a stage that violence
and unrest in the society will go
beyond control."

He observed that the corrupt and
incompetent ones could be defeated if
all the citizens become aware. He
urged the Anti-Corruption
Commission to prepare a guideline for
the Election Commission (EC) to be
followed for preventing the corrupt
from being candidates.

"Keeping only loan defaulters out of
the election is not enough; rather we
should also be aware of the people
who are involved in various corrup-
tion."

In his formula, Yunus suggested
the launch of a citizens' movement in
the name of "honest candidate move-
ment" or "competent candidate move-
ment".

The movement will have a govern-
ing committee and an executive body
for conducting day-to-day affairs. The
Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD)
mightwork as its secretariat.

The movement will form a central
nomination committee and declare in
one month a panel of candidates
comprising at least one man and one
woman for every constituency.

The number of candidates will be
increased gradually. The autobiogra-
phy of the candidates will come out in
the newspapers and other media.
They will also give interviews before
the media to project their main goal.

The candidates will not campaign
for election; rather they will campaign
for ensuring the defeat of the corrupt
and incompetent candidates.

The candidates of the movement
will withdraw their candidature if
political parties nominate competent
candidates in their constituencies.

On the other hand, four candidates
of the citizens' movement will contest
in the election in those constituencies
where the political parties fail to nomi-
nate competent candidates.

The group of candidates will have
an election symbol from the EC, while
only one candidate will contest in the
election who gets the symbol. The
other candidates will support him/her

and work in favour of him/her.

Civil society members comprising
leading politicians, economists,
educationists, and social thinkers
while speaking at the dialogue felt the
necessity for putting pressure on
political parties to nominate honest
and competentpeople.

The situation might be changed if
the major political parties are pressur-
ised for nominating honest, dedicated
andideal people, they observed.

They said there is no alternative to
democratic rule by the elected repre-
sentatives for realising development
potential of Bangladesh. They believe
the positive outcome of democracy
and development initiated in the 90's
could be accelerated further in the
currentdecade.

Desco, Power

Grid
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Investment Corporation of
Bangladesh (ICB), Dhaka Stock
Exchange (DSE), PGCB and Desco
participated in the meeting.

Prime Minister (PM) Khaleda Zia
at a recent review meeting on the
power sector directed the ministry to
offload the stakes in the capital mar-
ket.

The decision was taken in light of
the power sector reform programme
consistent with the suggestions of the
donoragencies.

The move aims to make state-run
electricity agencies operationally
sound and commercially viable, an
official said.

He said the step will ultimately help
make the country's share market
more vibrant.

The finance ministry has already
approved the proposal for offloading
the shares of Desco and PGCB.

PGCB is engaged in transmitting
power across the country while
Desco is responsible for supplying
electricity in the capital's Gulshan,
Mirpur, and Uttara zones.

A credit rating company was
appointed to rate PGCB and Desco
before they applied to SEC for direct
listings.

Iraq war enters
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"Since (US-led troops) came into Iraq,
we get nothing," said Ali Zeidan.
"Three years have passed by for the
Iraqi people and they are still suffering
psychologically ... and economically.”

Five Shia pilgrims headed to
Karbala were the victims of a drive-by
shooting in an attack by assailants with
automatic rifles in the town of
Iskandariyah, 50km south of
Baghdad. Allwere injured, police said.

As millions of pilgrims gathered in
Karbala Monday to complete 40 days
of symbolic mourning for Imam
Hussein, Prophet Hazrat Muhammad
(SM)'s grandson, the Baghdad
International Airport was ordered
closed through Tuesday "to avoid any
violence during the (religious) com-
memoration," said Transportation
Ministry spokesman Ahmed Abdul-
Wahab.

Authorities have closed the airport
in the past citing the need for security
during elections.

In the southern Baghdad neigh-
bourhood of Dora, gunmen opened
fire on a former Baghdad mayor as he
left his house Monday morning,
causing serious injuries. Assailants
killed one policeman and injured four
police officers and two civilians late
Sunday in three separate attacks on
police patrols in the city of Mosul,
360km northwest of the capital.

On the political front, Iraqi leaders
still had not formed a government
more than three months after land-
mark elections for the country's first
permanent post-invasion parliament,
but they did announce an agreement
on establishing a Security Council to
deal with key matters while negotia-
tions proceed.

The announcement was made
Sunday after the fourth in a series of
US-brokered all-party meetings on
forming a new government.

"It was a successful meeting, and
we have agreed on forming a National
Security Council whose powers will
not contradict the constitution," Adnan
al-Dulaimi, a Sunni Arab political
leader, told The Associated Press.

The council, to be headed by
President Jalal Talabani, was estab-
lished as an interim measure as
politicians struggle to agree on the
makeup of a new government follow-
ing the Dec. 15 parliamentary elec-
tions.

Al-Dulaimi said nine council seats
would go to Iraq's Shia Muslim major-
ity, while Kurds and Sunni Arabs each

would control four seats and the
secular bloc two. Talabani, a Kurd,
would head the group.

The exact powers of the council, if
any, were not explained. But it
appeared to have been formed to
ensure that politicians from minority
blocs would at least be consulted in
advance on important government
and security decisions.

The political discussions on form-
ing a government began last week
under pressure from US Ambassador
Zalmay Khalilzad. Al-Dulaimi said the
talks would not resume until Saturday
because of Shia and Kurdish holidays
this week.

Returning to the White House after
aweekend atthe presidential retreatin
Camp David, Md., President Bush
offered an upbeat assessment.

"We are implementing a strategy
that will lead to victory in Irag. And a
victory in Irag will make this country
more secure and will help lay the
foundation of peace for generations to
come," he said.

Nearly 1,500 US and Iraqi soldiers
on Sunday sought to root out insur-
gents from farming villages an hour's
drive north of the capital. They have
captured dozens of suspects in the air-
assault operation that began
Thursday.

A day earlier the US military
released more than 350 detainees in
Iraq, astatement said.

The releases were based on
recommendations made by a review
committee consisting of US officers
and Iraqi officials from the ministries of
human rights, justice and interior. The
Combined Review and Release
Board was created in August 2004 and
has reviewed the cases of some
30,000 detainees at military facilities
throughoutlrag.

The 133,000 American troops on
the ground inside Iraq was nearly a
third more than took part in the cam-
paign to oust Saddam Hussein that
began in the early hours of March 20,
2003.

At least 2,314 US military person-
nel have died in the war, which is
estimated to have cost $200 billion to
$250 billion so far. Bush says about
30,000 Iragis have been killed, while
others putthe toll far higher.
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