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HISHIR Bhattacharya,
renowned for his critical
cartoons and surrealistic
paintings says, “Cartoons are based
on an incident -- when something
unusual or interesting has taken
place. It has to be subtle and sim-
ple, presented in the graphic
medium. This direct message must
reach the newspaperreadersimme-
diately and should be understood
completely. Painting, on the other
hand, is a conlinuous process,
whichis something more personal
and more creative, which 1 do on
canvas. The pleasure [ derive from
thelatteris much more lasting.”
Asked the reason for going into
cartoons, Shishir said that they
were not just an extension of his
paintings. He began his cartoons,
he said, during the autocratic rule

of Ershad, when artists, littera- -

teurs, dramatists, filmmakers,
songwriters and other such cre-
ative people protested the absence
of true democracy. "As an artist, 1
felt that it was my social responsi-
bility to protest against the prevail-
ingautocracy of that time. I did this
especially through my cartoons
and also my artwork. 1 felt that 1
could reach the people easily
through my cartoons. My paintings
too are cries for justice but these
are not fur the consumption of the
masses,”

Dwelling on the history of car-
toons, Shishir said that cartoons
were a pictorial expression, which
flourished around the 18th century
in Europe, and expressed anguish,
anger and hatred. There were then
the cartoonists, he said, like Goya,
Daumier and Hogarth in Spain,
France and England. Much later, in
India, there was Gagonendranath
Thakur. He said that cartoons

A moving work by Shishir Bhattacharya

reflect protest against a cruel and
mindless monarchy, an autocratic
government or bigoted form of
religion or dogma. Cartoons reflect
this protest, he said. Their themes
could also include other socio-
economic problems such as price
hikes, traffic jams, noise pollution
andjerrybuilding, he added.

Shishir, who began his cartoons
calling out for human rights, in
1983, said, “My cartoons have
political overtones and do not
usually bring -in social humour.
Theyare includedin the front page
of the newspapers and reflect the
papers' opinions as well as my
own,” Shishirsaid.

Talking about local cartoonists,
he said “The language of cartoons
was made powerful' by Quamrul
Hassan, whose caricature of
General Yahya in 1971, as a blood-
thirsty demon will never be forgot-
ten. Rafiqun Nabi, at present, is
their frontrunner. There are lJfltl:l‘S
too like Mustafa Monwar, Qayyum
Chowdhury, Huda, and Kalam
Mahmud."

Meanwhile, dwelling on his paint-
ings, Shishir said that he wanted to
shock the viewersinto arealisation of
what was happening around them.
Today, he has moved away into
fantasy, to gently coaxtheviewer.

Asked to dwell on the difference
in the teacher-student relationship
in his day and today, since he
teaches at the Department of Fine
Arts, DU, Shishir said, *The system
of art education has changed dra-
matically. Today, the students have
notions of their own and are not
easily malleable. They will not take
to outdoor sketching in the pas-
sionate, dedicated manner as in
the past. They don't value aca-
demic skills as they did at one time
and pursue easy fame and ready
patrons rather than anything else.”

Farhana Chowdhury
Folk and modern dance
are her forte

KAVITA CHARANTI

Though arelativelylate beginnerin
dance, Farhana Chowdhury
(Baby), a folkand modern dancer is
well thought of in the cultural
arena. She has made her name
both as performer and teacher.
Among the feathers in her cap are
numerous dance recitals both at
home and abroad with her in the
main role--there's Nakshi Khather
Mathe, Surajmukhi Nadi,
Chitrangada and Shyama, among
others.

As a member of the national
cultural delegation, she has visited
countries such as US, Japan,
Thailand, Korea, Dubai, Qatar,
Germany, Netherlands, India,
Pakistan, Canada, UK, Australia
and Turkey.

Farhana currently works as a
dance teacher at the Bulbul
Academy of Fine Arts (BAFA) and
the BAWFA Academy of the
Bangladesh Airforce. “It is
heartwarming to groom young
talents and sharpen their
creativity,” she says. On the whole,
she says, the lively folk danceis her
forte since “many Bangladeshis
have their roots in the villages,”
Among her favourite folk dances
are those of snake charmers, tea
garden workers, dhol players,
fishermen and harvest time.

She takes her art to distant
comers of the country. She has
performed folk dances invillages of
Chittagong, Barisal, Mymensingh,
Bograand Noakhali districts.

Her talent has been well
recognised. An enlisted dance artiste
anddancedirectorofthe Bangladesh
Television, she has bagged awards
from the Bangladesh Television
Spectators Forum, Shahco Telefilm,
Shukiara Academy, Creative Cultural
Academy and Chittagong Art
College.

Although she admires the work
of Sunny Mahapatra (from whom

Farhana Chowdhury strikes an attractive stance

she learnt Odissi) and Shibli
Mohammad (withwhomshe learnt
the ropes of Kathak), she counts
her mother, Rahiza Khanam Jhunu
as her guru. The latter, once a
teacher of folk dance at BAEA, now
is the principal of the cultural
organisation. Farhana becomes
lyrical when talking aboul her
mother, who taught her the basics

ofdance. As she says, "My mother's
fluid movements are very
beautiful.” Another source of
inspiration, she says, is her aunt
NinaHamid, atenowned singer.

Farhana is full of plans for the
years to come. Along with her
friend Sadia Islam Mou, a model
and dancer, she hopes to open a
danceschool.

Tele-film Doyita on Rtv tonight

Disha, Doyita and Rumihave been
friends since childhood. Their
parents are friends with each
otheraswell.

Eventually Rumi realises he isin
love with Doyita but before he can
come clear about his feelings,
Rumi's parents let him know that
they would like him to marmy
Disha. Raised in US, Disha is
Rumi's cousin and she moves to
Dhaka so that she can get to know
herhusband-to-be better.

Rumi tells Doyita about his
feelings for her but Dayita does

water. The photo is
slightly bigger than 16
inches by 19 inches.
The only other two
prints are in museum
collections.

The previous record
for a photograph sold
at auction, US
$1,248,000, was sct in
November by Richard
Prince's Untitled

'Pond' photo sets Record

A photograph of a pond taken by Edward Steichen sold for more than 178
$2.9 million on last Tuesday, easily setting a world record for the highest-
priced photograph ever auctioned, Sotheby's said.

The Pond-Moonlight, taken on Long Island in 1904, shows a pond in a
wooded area with light coming through the trees and'reflected in the
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sold forUUS §1,472,000.

Doyirta, a tele-film directed by
Naresh Bhuiyan willbe aired on Rtv

the film follows three young
characters -- Doyita, Rumi and

played the lead roles in the tele-
film.

brate 50 years of our cinema, memorable Bangladeshi films are belng
screened atthe auditorium. The screenings will continue till February 19,
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