POWER CRISIS
Chapainawabganj
BNP lawmaker
warns govt of
public protests

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

BNP lawmaker from
Chapainawabganj Syed Manzur
Hossain' yesterday apprehended
that the people ofhis constituency
may besiege the local DC office
demanding uninterrupted elec-
tricity supplyin the area.

“We have information that
people of thearea are taking prepa-
rations to lay siege to the deputy
commissioner's office and this
may spark violence," the ruling
party lawmaker told parliament in
acallattentionnotice.

However, the notice was not
disposed of as the lawmaker was
not present inthe House,

Referring ‘to the recent police
firing on the power-hungry people
of Kansat that killed at least nine
people, Manzursaid farmers in the
district are facing an acute power
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No fresh deal yet for fund crisis

SHARIER KHAN

Lackof timelyaction of the govern-
ment, fund crunches for oil import
and dollar crises have led the coun-
try to a diesel crisis for the first
time, official sources said.

Though Bangladesh Petroleum
Corporation (BPC) is repeatedly
saying there is adequate diesel
supply, the country has actually
around three lakh tonnes of diesel
in its pipeline, with a part in its
inventory and the rest being
imported.

This fuel can meet only one
month's demand if the consump-
tion remains restrained within a
daily rate 0f 10,000 tonnes, sources
said.

If the daily demand surges, the

present crisis, which is prevailing
in the northern region, will spread
across the county by next month,
the sources pointed out.

Unlike the previous years, the
government has no fresh deal to
supply diesel due to fund shortage
and it is now frantically looking for
a fresh supply bid from the Middle
East, theyadded.

“We believe the supply will be
ensured within the next one
month. But this kind of situation
should not have happened in the
first place,” quipped an energy
ministry source.

The cash-strapped BPC is now
all set to get loans from the
Nationalised Commercial Banks
(NCBs) and a couple df foreign
banks due to the ongoing crisis that

finally drew attention of the Prime
Minister's Office. The BPC was
unable to get these loans since
October-Novemberlastyear,

The BPC projection for this
fiscal year puts the country's
demand for diesel at 23 lakh
tonnes, kerosene 5.2 lakh tonnes,
jetfuel 2.6lakh tonnes and gasoline
2,95 lakh tonnes, The demand for
petroleum, which is almost entirely
imported, is rising by 10 percent
every year.

The BPC imports oil in two ways
-~ it imports crude oil, refined
petrol, motor spirit, jet fuel, kero-
sene, and diesel on half-yearly
basis, and oil in smaller amounts
on the basis of emergencyneeds.

However, due to lack of action

SEE PAGE 19 COL 6
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3 bills passed
as opposition
walks out

AGENCIES, Dhala

Parliament last night passed three
bills, including one, which

extended the time period of the :
Speedy Trial Act for another two

years amid opposition's walkout,
State Minister for Home Affairs

Lutfozzaman Babar moved the bills,

whichwere passed by voicevote.

While placing the Private :

Security Service Bill 2006 in the
House, the state minister stated
that as per demand of the time,
alongside government law-
enforcement agencies, few private
security agencies have been estab-
lished.

“Many commercial banks, -

multinational companies, multi-
storied residential buildings and
some semi-government organisa-
tions are employing private secu-
rity personnel,” he said, adding
due to absence of any government

rules and regulations, the activities

to build a private security system
SEE PAGE 19 COL 6
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Hawa Bhaban 'graft’, killing
of Bangabandhu fuel JS heat

: STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The main opposition Awami
League yesterday locked horns in
: parliament with the ruling BNP
« over dozens of issues ranging from
the Bangabandhu killing to alleged
corruption by the Hawa Bhaban
men, sparking off enormous hit
. thatendedinaHouseindisorder.

: A remark of a BNP lawmaker
triggered off the unscheduled
debate, in which 17 lawmakers
including senior ministers, the
opposition leader and her senior
colleagues argued and counter-
. argued,

¢ Atthe end of the over one-and-
a-half-hour contention at about
‘8:15pm, the House turned into a
: chaos, with members of both the
: benches raising a hue and cry for
. about five minutes.

Amid such a situation, Deputy
: Speaker Akhter Hamid Siddiqui,
- who was in the chair, began other

businessesofthe day.

The entire debate was held
ignoring the Rules of Procedure of
the Jatiya Sangsad and both the
sides traded blistering attacks,
evenpersonal ones.

Later, the deputy speaker told
the House that all unparliamentary
statements would be expunged.
Terming the debate a violation of
the rules of procedure, he said,
"From today the chair will follow
the rulesstrictly.”

The debate began after the
Maghrib break, when AL lawmaker
Sheikh Selim alleged the recent
nominations for the Ekushey
Padak were made on political
considerations. The argument
soon spread to other issues includ-
ing the killing of Bangabandhu, its
beneficiaries, indemnity to the
killers and Ziaur Rahman's alleged
involvement in it. One by one, the
martial law proclamation in 1975,
Baksal formation, proclamation of

independence, the controversial
clection of February 15, 1996,
hartal, price spiral of essential
commodities, militancy and
alleged corruption by the Hawa
Bhabanmen entered the agenda.

As the House resumed after the
Maghrib prayers, Sheikh Selim raised
the issue of politicisation of the
nominations for the Ekushey awards
and then his colleague Suranjit
Sengupta criticised the government
forthe sharp price hike of sugar. They
demanded statements from the
governmenton theissues.

In response, Forest and
Environment Minister Tariqul
Islam, who heads the Ekushey
Padak nomination committee,
brushed aside Selim's allegation.

After him, BNP backbencher
Nasiruddin Ahmed Pintu took the
flooronapoint of order and added
fuel to the debate by raising allega-
tionofbank robbery against Sheikh

SEE PAGE 19 COL 7

Diesel price increase
withdrawn

REAZ AHMAD

A day after the government's out-
right denial of any price hike of
petroleum products, its energy
adviser yesterday withdrew his
decision made on Monday to
increase the prices of diesel, petrol
andoctane byTk 1 perlitre.

Encrgy Adviser Mahmudur
Rahman yesterday morning swal-

—lowed his own words--just 48 hours
into makingit--that thefuel dealers
would be allowed to charge Tk 1
extra perlitre petrol to compensate
additional transportation cost.

At the meeting with fuel traders
and law enforcers yesterday, he
decided that the Bangladesh
Petroleum Corporation (BPC), not
the consumers, should bear the
brunt of this extra carrying cost,
enabling the pump owners to sell
petrol, diesel and octane at previ-
OUS prices.

The decision of deploying army,
Bangladesh Rifles (BDR) and Rapid
Action Battalion (Rab) at all oil

depots was also withheld for the
time being with the hope that the
diesel crisis would normalise in a
week.

Although the Bangladesh Fuel
Distributors Association (BFDA)
urged the government on Tuesday
to deploy army and Rab at fuel
depots, the energy adviser decided
that the government should wait
for seven more days before going
forsuchforce deployiment.

However, the energy adviser's
decision of increasing the fuel
prices on Monday and withdraw-
ing it yesterday have no bearings
on reality, considering the agonies
offarmersin thenorthern region.

Reports pouring into The Daily
Star newsroom from our corre-
spondents in the northern districts
suggest that there has been no
respite from charging high prices
from the poor farmers for diesel
which they badly require for irri-
gating the boro fields. Their miser-
ies reached a new height as, in

SEE PAGE 19 COL 4

PM not regular
in attending
JS session

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Leader of the House Khaleda Zia
has so far attended the parliament
proceedings on only fourworkdays
out of 14 of the current session that
beganon January23.

The prime minister is supposed
to reply to questions from lawmak-
ers once aweekbutshewas present
in only one session of PM's weekly
question-hour,

Yesterday, Khaleda did not
attend the House forcing the
speaker to exclude the PM's ques-
tion-answer session from the day's
business. She was in Pirojpur dur-
ing the previous week's question-
answersessionon February 8.

The main opposition Awami
League lawmakers raised the mat-
ter in the House on Tuesday when
LGRD and Cooperatives Minister
Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan took floor
to reply to lawmakers' questions
about price hike of fuel.

"This is a matter of regret that

SEE PAGE 19 COL 6
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Apoliceman about to grab an activist of the Jubo Mahila League by the throat for breaking through a police barricade

atPaltan during harial yesterday.

Hartal clashes leave
over 100 hurt

STAR REPORT

Clashes between police and pro-
hartal activists in thg capital and
elsewhere during the countrywide
dawn-to-dusk hartal enforced by
the 14-party opposition alliance
yesterday left more than 100
injured.

The law enforcers detained 56

| peopleincluding 12 female opposi-

tion activists during the clashes on
charge of violent picketing and
hurling brickbats at them.

Educational institutions, mar-
Kets, shops and many private
offices remained closed due to the
shutdown.

Motorised vehicles mostly
stayed off the roads while rick-
shaws moved as usual in the capital
and other major cities. Road com-
munication with the capital
remained suspended as inter-
districtbuses didnot ply.

About 50 leaders and activists of
the Awami League (AL)-led alli-
ance, most of them from the AL,

were injured as police in riot gear
charged batons on them at differ-
entpointsinthe capital.

The hartal was enforced
demanding uninterrupted power
supplyand reduction of the prices
offertiliser and fuel.

It was also aimed to press for
reforms in the caretaker govern-
ment system and Election
Commission, and resignation of
the chief election commissioner
and two newly appointed ‘contro-
versial' election commissioners,

The 6:00am to 6:00pm shut-
down coincided with the day of the
‘controversial' sixth parliamentary
electionsin 1996 held amid boycott
by major political parties, except
the thenruling BNE

The hartal was part of the 14-
party's month-long agitation
programmes announced by Leader
of the Opposition and AL chief
Sheikh Hasinaon February 5.
INTHE CAPITAL
Clashes broke out as police

SEE PAGE 19 COL 1

Govt decides to
ignore minor
audit objections

UNB, Dhaka

The government yesterday directed
the authorities concermned to dis-
pose of the minor audit objections
toreduce theload on government.
Aninter-ministerial meeting on
disposal of audit objections also
asked the auditors and depart-
ments or ministries concerned to
refer major cases involving sub-
stantial amount of money to the
higherauthorities.
SEE PAGE 19 COL 3

Near HIV epidemic in
high-risk groups

PINAKI ROY

The country risks an onslaught of
Human Immunodeficiency Virus
(HIV) infection, as its prevalence in
a particular group of injecting drug
users (IDUs) jumps from 1.4 per-
centin 1998 to 7.1 percent in 2005,
ICpOrts asurvey,

With some 30,000 IDUs across
the country, the situation could be
evenworse, as the survey could not

sample most of the possible cases,
warns the report of the sixth
national HIVsurveillance,

The study conducted by the
Centre for Health and Population
Research of the International
Centre for Diarrhoeal Disease
Research, Bangladesh (ICDDR,B)
categorises the IDUs aged between
32 and 38 years in some districts of
Dhaka Division as the most vulner-
able to the fatal disease and terms

thesituation near epidemic.

As the 1DUs typically share the
same syringe in their groups and
often go to sex workers, HIV can
very easily be transferred to the sex
workers, And from the sex workers,
itiseasyfor thevirusto find waysin
the genecral populaton. Because,
the latest behavioural surveillance
on HIV found'an increase in risk
behaviours such as sharing of
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Students in English
medium face severe
textbook crisis

ASHIQUR RAHMAN

English medium students under
the government education boards
are facing serious problems due to
scarcity of English versions of
textbooks.

Aftervisiting a number of book-
shops in the capital, it was found
that English versions of secondary
textbooks are not yet available
although one and half months of
the academic year has already
passed.

Students of the English medium
schools under the education board
said they have to buy the used
textbooks of the previous year at
high prices due to the unavailabil-
ity of newly printed textbooks for
the currentycar,

"If I waited for this year's text-
books, I would have to sit idle for
months," said a student of
VigarunnisaNoon School.

Surprisingly, National
Curriculum and Textbook Board
(NCTB) never published any

English version of primary level
textbooks for which students as
well as teachers have to face great
difficulties.

"We have to teach the primary
level students with the foreign
books due to absence of NCTB
textbooks of English version,"
Shahan Ara Begum, principal of
Ideal School and College, said.

The teachers have to give extra
labour to teach the students about
Bangladesh related matters that
are not present in the foreign
books, sheadded.

"Through their own initiatives,
our teachers have translated some
of the the primary level Bangla
medium textbooks into English,”
Rowena Hossain, principal of
Vigarunnisa Noon School and
College, said.

If the students do not study
NCTB textbooks at the primary
level they face problemin following
NCTB's secondary level textbooks,
sheviewed.
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