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Eva atop alone

SPORTS REPORTER

Nazrana Khan Eva took pole posi-
tion in the Camellia 27th National
Women's Chess Championship
after four rounds when she
defeated Masuda Begum at the
BCF hall-roomyesterday.

Eva, who has four points, is
closely followed by Tanima Parveen
and Syeda Shabana Parveen Nipa
whoarelevel on 3.5 points,

In the other fourth round
games, Tanima beat Shirin, Nipa
beat Zakin, Rani Hamid defeated
Mahmuda, Liza beat Evana and

SERIE A

Sensini stalls
Lazio on debut

AFP, Rome

Nestor Sensini's debut as coach of
Serie Aclub Udinese ended ina 1-1
draw away to his former club Lazio
on Saturday.

Sensini, supported by former
Como coach Loris Dominissini,
took over team affairs on Friday
following the sacking of Serse
Cosmi.

Sensini, who won a league

PRIMERA LIGA

Real bounce back

K3 Football

REUTERS, Madrid

Real Madrid restored some mea-
sure of pride after a midweek Cup
mauling at the hands of Real
Zaragoza as they chalked up their
fifth league victory in a row with a
2-0 win at Athletic Bilbao on

fellow forwards Kepa and Frederic
Kanoute grabbed late goals to
complete an emphatic win for
Juance Ramos's side.

Real Madrid, looking to bounce
back after their humiliation in the
Cup, made a promising start atSan
Mames when Robinho gave them a
fifth-minutelead.

The Brazilian outpaced the
Bilbao defence to latch on to a

by Iker Casillas.

Real always looked dangerous
on the break, however, and hacd
three good chances to extend their
lead before halftime.

Robinho sliced a shot over the
bar after being put clear and was
denied as Lafuente got a foot to a
powerful half-volley. The Bilbao
keeper then produced a fine block
to stop & Ronaldo drive soon after.
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The final of the fourth Meril Cup
Media Football Tournament,
organised by Bangladesh Sports
Journalists Association (BSJA), will
be held today at the Bangabandhu
National Stadium.

Janakantha will take on
Sangbad in the seven-a-side match
thatwill kick offat 1 0am.

Dhaka Mayor Sadek Hossain
will distribute prizes as the chief
guest. Bangladesh Football
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Manchester United forward Cristiano Ronaldo is about to shootin the second goal during their Premiership match at

Portsmouth on Saturday.

PREMIERSHIP

right-wing cross.

Udinese levelled six minutes
later when Vincenzo Taquinta
scored a penalty after Rocchi had
clumsily fouled Jose Vidigal.

A draw for Lazio maintained
their unbeaten home record and
lifted them up one place to eighth.
Udinese climbedoneplaceto 11th.

In Saturday's early match
Chievo boosted their chances of a
UEFA Cup place next season by
winning 2-1 at relegation-

placed Valenciaon Sunday.

Defeat for Bilbao left them a
point off the bottom with all their
immediate rivals yet to play this
weekend.

Earlier on Saturday fourth-
placed Osasuna had to settle for a
1-1 draw at home to Real Zaragoza
despite dominating their in-form
opponents formost of the match.

The Navarrans got off to a flying
start with a third minute goal when
Zaragoza old boy Savo Milosevic
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be good series but it doesn't mean
that we can turn up the next day in a
hope that we will win. We have to play
well in the remaining maiches t©
win," Dravid said.

Dravid singled ourt the presence of
good fieldersinhissideasabig plus.

"Having felders like Mohammacd
Kaif, Suresh Raina and Yuvraj Singh
give usedgeastheyare classfielders."

Dravid said he was surprised at
Inzamam's decision to bat firstin the
Rawalpindimatch.

Indiaisalso sweatingon the fitness
of aff-spinner Harbhajan Singh who
missed the first two maiches because
ofa fingerinjury.

TEAMS

INDIA (from): Rahul Dravid (captain),
Virender Sehwag, Sachin Tendulkar,
Gautam Gambhir, Yuvraj Singh,
Mohammad Kaif, Suresh Raina,

Mahendra' Dhoni, Irfin, Pathan, Ajit - I

Agarkar, Zaheer Khan, Rudra Pratap
Singh, Sri Sreesanth, Murali Kartik,
Harbhajan Singh, Ramesh Powar.
PAKISTAN (from): nzamamul Haq
(captain), Younis Khan, Salman Butt,
Imran Farhar, Shahid Afridi, Shoaib
Malik, Mohammad Yousuf, Faisal
Igbal, Kamran Akmal, Abdul Razzaq,
Navedul Hasan, Umer Gul, Arshad
Khan,YasirArafar, Mohammad Asif.
Umpires: Simon Taufel and Asad
Rauf,

Aussie avenge
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Left-arm seamer Nathan Bracken
claimed 4-30 off six overs, while
Symonds and left-arm spinner
Brad Hogg took two wickets each.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard in the second triangu-
lar series limited-overs final
between Australia and Sri Lanka at
the Sydney Cricket Ground on

express in spectacular fashion on
Saturday by humbling the champi-
ons 3-0at the Riverside.

It was Chelsea’s second league
defear of the season and only the
third since coach Jose Mourinho
took charge in 2004. [talso equalled
the worst defeat of Mourinho's
coachingcareer.

Manchester United took advan-
tage of Chelsea's rare slip by cutting
the London club’s lead to 12 points
with a 3-1 victory at second-from-
bottom Portsmouth. Cristiano
Ronaldo scored twice before
halftime.

Third-placed Liverpool won 1-0
at Wigan Athletic to end a run of
three defeats in four games, while
fifth-placed Arsenal needed a
stoppage time equaliser from
Brazilian Gilberto to salvage a 1-1
home draw with Bolton Wanderers.

Relegation-threqtened Boro, |

without a home league win' for six
matches, made a perfect start
when Fabio Rochemback pun-
ished some slack defending to
score inside two minutes.

Chelsea were hampered by the

powered past defender John Terry
andrifled ashot past Cech.

It was Chelsea's worst defeat
under Mourinho and came against
a team hammered 4-0 at home by
Aston Villa last week and 7-0 by
Arsenal lastmonth.

"We lostar Manchester City and
we didn't deserve it, we lost at
Manchester United and didn't
deserve it, we lost today and cdid
deserve it,” Mourinho told the
BBC, referring to the only other
league defeats during his Stamford
Bridge reign.

Chelsea have 66 points from 26
games with United on 54 and
Liverpool on 48 with a game in
hand. Tottenham Hotspur, who
play bottom club Sunderland on
Sunday, are fourthwith 44 points.

European champions Liverpool
handed recently returned striker
Robbie Fowler his first stact for the
club since 2001 alongside
Fernando Morientes.

But they were indebted to
Hyypia to end a worrying slump
thathad broughtjustone pointand
one goal in their last four games as

midweek defeat by Charlton,"
Liverpool manager Rafa Benitez
told Sky Sports. "It was an impor-
antwin.”

United ran riot in the first half.
Ruud van Nistelrooy nodded in his
22nd goal of the season after Ryan
Giggs had hit the crossbar follow-
ing a dazzling run. Ronaldo then hit
a vicious shot past Dean Kiely and
struckagain tomakeit3-0.

Portsmouth dominated the
second half and pulled one back
through Matthew Taylor but are
now eight points from safety,

“IfChelsea have abadspell, who
knows what might happen, United
boss AlexFerguson told Sky Sports.

Injury-hit Arsenal looked to be
heading for a third defeat of the
season against Bolton after Kevin
Nolan lobbed the visitors ahead at
Highburyinthe I ithminute.

* Arsenal'had forward Jose Rey
carried off ‘ori & stretcher befo
halfime as a result of a poor tackle
by Abdoulaye Faye, but they
grabbed a deserved equaliser when
Gilberto converted a cross by Cesc
Fabregas.

Ivorians greet their
football 'heroes’

AFP, Abidjan

Beaten African
Nations Cup final-
ists Ivory Coast
returned to a rap-
turous welcome
here on Saturday
the day after they

with people climbing onto roofs
of cars and on the shoulders of
friends.

Ivory Coast's outstanding
goalkeeper Jean-Jacques Tizie
was overcome by their reception.

"We weren't expecting such an
extraordinary welcome,” Tizie
told AFR

thank you from the 27-year-old
Ivorian captain, whose eifigy was
brandished by a lot of the sup-
porters.

The team was due to meet with
President Laurent Gbagbo -- who
gave them a house each afterthey
qualified for the World Cup finals
-- in his palace after taking a

Guus Hiddink will anly take the
England manager's job ifhe can do
itpart-time for the first 1 2 months.

Sven-Goran Eriksson will end
his reign as England coach after
this summer's World Cup in
Germany.

Dutchman Hiddink was one of
the leading contenders to succeed
Eriksson until Premier League
chairman Dave Richards, one of
the men who will pick the next
England coach, said he wanted the
nextbossto beBritish.

Hiddink is currently Australia’s
part-time manager and is under
contract with his club, PSV, until
summer 2007,

He told the News of the World: "I
will not break my contract with PSV
but it is possible to take on the
England duties as well for the firse
u 5. ' L Sl
somet]

Ty el it e B
to do with the Australian national

team.

"London is only one hour from
where | live in Eindhoven, so the
distance willnotbe aproblem.

"I am used to living out of a
suitease. [thas worked formein the
past.”

Door open to
England: Trap

INTERNET, undated

[talian legend Giovanni Trapattoni
has suggested he would like a move
to England.

The former Italy national coach
has won virtually everything in the
game, with eight league titles, a
European Cup, three Uefa Cups
and a Cup Winners' Cup to his
name,

Trap has just lefr his job with

b

an equaliser against the run of play
just before halftime when
Argentine midfielder Leonardo
Ponzio netted with a curling free
kick.

Sevilla moved up to fifth place,
five points behind Osasuna, thanks
to a 4-0 victory at fellow
Andalucians Cadiz.

Argentine Javier Saviola opened
the scoring in the sixth minute and

Bilbao during their Primera Liga clash at the San Mames Stadium on

Saturday.

against the Basques in the league
and Cup this season.

Bilbao responded well after the
setback and laid siege to Real's area
but they were kept at bay by some
assured defending from Jonathan
Woodgate and several sharp saves

they nearly always broke down on
the edge ofthearea.

Real made sure of the points
when fullback Bravo side-footed
into an empty net after Robinho
had slid the ball behind the Bilbao
defenceinadded time.

Ronaldinho rules
out England move

%3 Football

gy R T
Barcelona ace R
ritled out a move to England nsist-
ing he has no plans to quit Camp
Nou.

The Brazilian superstar has been
linked with a possible move to
England with moneybags Chelsea
believed to be ready to break the
bank for his services.

Ronaldinho, who will come up
against Chelsea in ten days time in
the UEFA Champions League, says
thathe is currently happy with Barca
inSpain.

"I had the chance to play for
Manchester United and turned it
down, so why would Chelsea be any
different? I love life in Spain and [
have no desire to leave Barcelona,”
said Ronaldinho.

“It's hard to imagine that I could
possibly be any happier at another
club-Idon’tthinkTwould.

" believe in loyalty and that
would only ever change if Barcelona

=R T o ThEBites o the

onaldinho has

thing."
Meanwhile, Ronaldinho has
wamed Chelsea that Barcelona are

Champions League by dumping
themoutofthisyear'scompetition.

"Losing is not an option for us,"
added Ronaldinho. "Last season's
defeat ruined a great season for me
and with the World Cup finals upon
us I don't want to go into the tourna-
mentwithany negativity.

"My dream was to win the
Champions League with Barcelona
and [ thought we had a great chance
of going all the way until the horror
showatChelsealastseasomn.

*Itwasabizamre game. Togo down
3-0 after 20 minutes would have
killed off most teams. But we man-
aged to get two goals back only to
concedeafourth, andthatwasthat.

‘I dicdn't sleep well after that, I
reallydidn't. Iwasheartbroken.

“We could have lost to anyone. It
didn't matter that it was Chelsea - it
wils goingout thathurt."x

Sania mania
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or a Davenpart faces the kind of
pressure that I have had to because
you cannot argue with numbers.

“When the Indian cricket team
does badly, all the 11 players are
blamed, but if I have an off-day |
have to single-handedly face the
music.”

Women's tennis found its place
in the sun in India thanks o Mirza,”
whose phenomenal rise in the
rankings inspired many girls to take
up thegame.

With Indiasteadilylosing ground
in Davis Cup and having none of
their male players in the singles top
100, Mirza ended the country's
quest for a tennis star in 2005 by
becoming the first Indian woman to
reach the Australian Open third
round and the US Open fourth
round.

She was seen as a symbaol of
modem India -- vibrant, confident
with a fierce will to succeed despite’
heavyodds. She became asponsors’
delight, with her diamond nose-
ring, multiple ear-studsand appeal -
ingface.

Unfortunately for Mirza, she also
started to be noticed by people not
particularly interested inher game.

A little-known Islamist group in
Kolkata issued a 'fatwa’ (religious
ruling) last year accusing her of
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Fall of wickets: 1-0, 2-2, 3-10, 4-247,
5-320

Did not bat: Hogg, Lee, Bracken,
Clark

Super-sub: Lewis for Martyn

fans, whose only salvation from
the political turmoil in their
country comes from the football
team which brings together the
north and the south albeit briefly.

ness. Let us come together and
put this war behind us."

Drogba, who missed an open
goal and then a penalty in the
shootout against Egypt, was

barechested -- where hundreds
more fans awaited them.

As the motorcade made its
slow progress it left a slew of
detritus in its wake with hun-

way, I'd have closed with
Stuttgart,” he told LaStampa.

"It was an environment that
became unsustainable.

“I'd like to try an experience in

money doesn't make you happy - no
matter howmuch you eam. [fyou are
nothappy at work, it's no compensa-
tion. No matter who you are it's the
simple things in life that lead you to

"Yes, | am a practising Muslim,
but I don't understand why only I
am asked about my religion.
Everyone's got a religion out there, I
wonder why no one else is asked
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