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City Bank to sell
home cricket
series tickets

SPORTS REPORTER

The Bangladesh Cricket Board
(BCB) onSundayrevealed therates
of tickets for the home series
againstSri Lanka.

The board has signed a one-
year deal with The City Bank
Limited which will sell the tickets
for the three home series against
Srti Lanka, Kenya and Australia.

TheTigerswill play two one-day
internationals on February 19 and
20'and the second Test against Sti
Lanka starting from March 6 at the
20,000-capacity Shaheed Chandu

Stadium inBogra, the newinterna-
tional venue of the country.

Chittagong will host the third
one-dayer on February 24 and the
first Test from February 27 at the
15,000-seat Divisional Stadium,
anothernewlyapproved venue.

City Bank will sell the tickets
from eight branches across the
country.

The branches are Dhaka's
Principal Office and Gulshan
Branch, Chittagong's Regional
Office, Khatunganj Branch, Jubilee
Road Branch, Pahartali Branch and
OR Nizam Road Branch and Bogra
Branch at Razabazar,

The ticket-selling for Bogra
one-dayers will start from
February 16 and for the Test will go
on sale on March 1, The tickets for
the Chittagong matches will go on
saleonFebruary 20,

Abbas Uddin Ahmed, managing
director of City Bank, however, said
that theywould considerone of their

Rajshahi branches to sell tickets of
the Bogramatchesifneeded.

"It is a great privilege for our
bank to getinvolved with the coun-
try's most popular game for the
first time. We will try to continue
the ties in future,” said Abbas
Uddin at a press conference yester-
dayatalocalhotel.

BCB general secretary
Mahbubul Anam informed the
press that City Bank has earned the
rights of ticket-selling as well' as
sponsoring the scoreboards for Tk
“=301akh. e ] .
SEE PAGE 17 COL 5

Did U Know?

The world's first football club — Sheffield
Football Club --was founded in 1857 by two
British Army officers = Colonel Nathaniel
Cresswick and Major William Priest.

Arsene Wenger
(Arsenal's French manager)

"Twas asked to take the England job
at some stage and I still feel the

same because the national team for
me is not purely football level.
Peaple identify with national
culture and pride, the national
team, it is all linked together. It is
easier to be accepted when you're
fromthecountry.”

. Whilerejecting an offer to manage
England saying the post should
notbeheld byaforeigner.

. Lvest12:00pm

. English Premier Football Le
. Wost Ham vs Birmingham
 Live ut 1:55 am (Tuesday)

Dhaka run
continues

ISPAHANI
MIRZAPORE TE
7th National Cricket Leagu

SPORTS REPORTER

Dhaka stayed on top of the first-
class table of the Ispahani Seventh
National Cricket League with a
massive 256-run victory against
Khulna on the final day of the four-
day match at the Dhanmondi
Cricket Stadiumyesterday.

With the third straight victoryin
four rounds, Dhaka raised their
tally.to 20 points, six clear of sec-
ond-placed Rajshahi who
improved their position with a
thumping innings and 28-run
success against Chittagong on
third daySaturday.

Fourth-round losers Sylhet,
Khulna and Chittagong crowded
the third spot securing 10 points
each while Barisal remained at the
bottom despite their first outright
victory against Sylhet, also on
Saturday.

Buried under the pressure of an
improbable 513-run victory target,
Khuilna started the final day's play
with only a hope to force a draw

and snatch atleast two points.

They resumed on 133-1 and the
visitors managed to add only 123
runs before being bundled out for
256in 80.2 overs.

Jamaluddin Babu top scored
with 45 off 97 balls before giving a
snick off pacer Talha Jubair, the
most successful second-innings
bowler picking up three wickets,

Mohammad Sharif captured
two wickets to return with a match
haul of seven and his efforts on the
placid wicket in addition to a
quickfire 48 earned him the man-
of-the-match award outshining
fellowton-makers Al Shahriar (102)
and Anwar Hossain (145).

The fifth round will start from
February 15 at three different
venues :lCl‘OSSIhE C(]lll"lll'y.

SCORESINBRIEF

DHAKA: First innings 250 and
secondinnings 432-7 declared.
KHULNA: First innings 170 and
second innings 256 all out in 80,2
overs (Aslam 36, Tushar 30, Sahagir
31, Jamal 45, Sadat 25, extras 19;
Talha 3-42, Ashraful 1-44, Sharif 2-
55, Sunny 2-75).

Result: Dhakawon by 256 runs.

Cruciani gets
2-match ban

SPORTS REPORTER

National football coach Diego
Cruciani will not be allowed to sit
on the bench at least in Bangla-
desh's next two international
matches, informed Bangladesh
Football Federation (BFF) general
secretary yesterday.

The Argentine coach, frustrated
by a poor show by Indian referee
Rizwan Ul Haque, launched an
attack on the official after the
Bangladesh-Pakistan Asian Cup pre-
qualifying match at the Bangaban-
dhu National Stadium in December
2005, He was banned for the second-
leg game in Pakistan and remained
confinedtothegallery.

_ "The report came to us from the
Asian Football Confederation
(AFC). It's a provisional punish-
ment that will remain pending
until FIFA takes the final decision,”
Helaltold.

"Chairman of the FIFA disci-
plinary committee will take the
final decision,” said Helal adding,
"Cruciani will not be able to sit on
the bench in Bangladesh's Asian
Cup qualifiers against Uzbekistan
and Hong Kong."

Bangladesh, preparing for the
Asian Cup, travel to Uzbekistan for
their first match on February 22
and host Hong Kong in Dhaka in
early March.

FHOTO: §TAR
AEA Muhaimen (2nd from R), DD of The City Bank Limited, takes questions from reporters during a press confer-
enceatacity hotel on Sunday.

Lahore ODI today

Akhtar blow for Pakistan

ﬁ Cricket

AFP, Lahore

Pakistan paceman Shoaib Akhtar
will be out for four to six weeks and
will miss the rest of the one-day
series againstindia due toan ankle
injury, captain Inzamamul Hag
saidSunday,

"We were confident that he
would recover intime but when he
tried to bowl during the practice he
agegravated the injury and felt
severe pain and'that is why he is
being ruled out of the one-day
series,” Inzamam told reporters,

“Shoaib Akhtar is our strike
bowler so his absence will be felt
but we have other bowlers in the
back up who would definitely
come up and perform,” he said,
adding that a replacement would
beannouncedlater Sunday.

Hesaidthatdoctorshadadvised
Akhtar to rest up for four to six
weeks.

Earlier Inzamam urged his

players to work hard to stop the
back-in-form Indian team, saying

they need to improve their overall
game specially fielding.
"This one-day seriesis stillopen

 and Lthink the team that fields well

intheremaining three matches will
run away with a series victory,"
Inzamam said ahead of the third
match of the five-match series here
on Monday.

India excelled in all three

SHOAIB AKHTAR
departments in their impressive
seven-wicket win in the second

match at Rawalpindi on Saturday
tolevel theseriesat1-1,

The Pakistan captain said his
side was capable of coming back
from defeatin theirlast match.

"Getting beaten in one match
doesn't really make a big differ-
ence, This team is capable of fight-
ing back and winning again," said
Inzamam, whose team won the
first match by seven runs at
Peshawar,

Pakistan's desire to post a big
total after winning the toss was not
aided by four run-outs as they were
dismissed for 265 in 49.2 overs, a
total which India surpassed for the
loss of three wickets and with 6.5
overs to spare.

A sell-out crowd is expected for
the next day-night match with a
large contingent of Indian fans
expected to cross the border to
watchcricket,

An upbeat Indian captain Rahul
Dravid said his side would not get
carried away with the Rawalpindi
win.

"I think we played some good
cricket to win, so 1 think its going to

SEE PAGE 17 COL 1

Sania mania in India
Bangalore Open opens today

EC A Tennis

A¥P, New Delhi

Win or lose, Sania Mirza will hog the
spotlight when she attempts to win
hersecondWTAtitleatthe Bangalore
Open, whichstarts Monday,

The 19-year-old has such cha-
risma that her presence alone at
the eventwill electrify the crowd.

Rahul Dravid's high-profile
Indians are busy playing one-dayers
in Pakistan, but cricket will compete
forspace and time with tennis in the
medial during what many have
alreadydubbed "SaniaWeek".

Mirza's impact goes beyond the
tennis court in the cricket-
obsessed country. Since the startof
her brief career, she has already
emerged as an icon for young

Indianwoman.

There was virtually a stampede
before her final against Ukrainian
Alyona Bondarenko at a WTA tour-
nament in her home town of
Hyderabad lastyearasfanscamein
drovesto cheer their favourite,

The spectators' joy knew no
bounds when Mirza became the
first Indian to claim a WTA singles
title and began a fairytale year
which sawher rise to a career-high
31 in the world rankings, after
climbing more than 100 places.

Many a winner has flown from
the teenager's racquet since then
and the Indian ace faces different
challengesthisyear

She is no more a star-in-the-
making, but a star who now has a
reputation to defend.

Mirza has already said she is
expecting a tougher season as "in
the second year, the girls knowyour

game and you are not a rookie
anymore".

The teenager was not off the
mark as she fell in the early rounds
of the first few tournaments this
year, including a second-round
finishatthe Australian Open.

The 175,000-dollar Bangalore
event offers her a chance to prove
the slip-ups were only a minor
aberration and she still has the
gameto outwit the best.

Expectations are high as her
fans will be keen to see their idol
back on form and winning. But
Mirza, who had a coaching stint
with Australian legend Tony Roche
in December, knows the pressure
and says she has the mental tough-
nesstosucceed.

“The pressure in India is
immense,” she said in a recent
interview. "Not even a Sharapova

SEE PAGE 17 COL 8

Aussie avenge in style
Symonds, Ponting set records on a roll

| @ Cricket

AFP, Sydney

Australia, powered by centuries
from skipper Ricky Ponting and
Andrew Symonds, crushed Sri
Lanka by 167 runs to level the
three-match triangular one-day
series final at the Sydney Cricket
Ground Sunday,

There was only ever one winner
after the Australians amassed their
highest one-day total of 368 for five
off 50 overs. The Sri Lankans found
itafartoo difficult assignment and
succumbed to be all out for 201 off
just36 overs,

Coming together ata perilous 10
for three after the first 18 balls,
Ponting clobbered 124 off 127 balls
and man-of-the-match Symonds
pounded the highest one-day
innings of 151 off 127 balls at the
ground to surpass Australia's all-
wicket partnership recordwith 237,

In a day of records, Australia’s
368 for five also bettered the previ-
ous highest innings of 359, set
twice against India in the 2003
World Cup final in Johannesburg
andtwoyearsagoinSydney.

Ponting and Symonds sur-
passed Australia’s previous best
one-day stand of 234 between
Ponting and’' Damien Martyn for
the third wicket in the 2008 World
Cup final against India,

Australia now take winning
momentum into Tuesday's decid-
ing third final at Brisbane's Gabba
ground.

"Although things didn't start
well for us we witnessed one of the
best batting displays you'll ever
seen from Andrew Symonds,”
Pontingsaid.

"Hisinnings wasveryspecialand
for a team to post 368 after being 3-
10is pretty spectacularstuff.”

The last time ateam came from
losing the opening final in the tri-

.series here, was in 1994 when,
| Australia beat South g\l_'rica. in the

final twomatches.

"We had our backs to the wall at
3-10, we just had to get a partner-
ship going and once we got estab-
lished on that wicket we played
their spinners pretty well and who
would ever have thought that
Murali (Muttiah Muralitharan)
would go for99 off 10 overs.

"The series is now beautifully
placed goingup to Brisbane and the
tosswon'tmatteratallupthere.”

Sri Lankan skipper Marvan
Atapartu said: "We're glad to be in
the final contrary to the form we've

been in the past few months and"

we'll just Keep enjoying every
momentofitin the third final."

Australia, stunned by their 22-
run loss to the Sri Lankans in the
opening final in Adelaide last
Friday, were in trouble early on,
losing the wickets of Adam
Gilchrist (0), Simon Katich (1) and
Martyn (8), all to the swing left-arm
bowlingof ChamindaVaas.

But Ponting and Symonds
combined to snatch the match
away from the Sri Lankans with
theiraverpowering partnership.

as the most by an Australian, while
Symonds hit his fourth one-day
century and first in Australia.

The dreadlocked all-rounder,
who belted 156 off 127 balls with
eight sixes against New Zealand in
Wellington last December, plun-
dered 13 fours and three sixes off the
hapless Sri Lankan bowlers Sunday.

Symonds also claimed the
highest one-day score on the
famous ground, surpassing the 130
by India's Yuvraj Singh against
Australia in January 2004, He fell
just 22 runs short of Mark Waugh's

10020

. gight balls) put on 4f for the unfin.
ishedsixth wicket. .

Pontingseored his 19th one-day.
century, passing Mark Waugh's 18

PHOTO, AFP
THE DESTROYERS: Australia captain Ricky Ponting (R) raises his bat on reach-
ingthe century during the secondfinal of the triangular series against Sri Lankain
Sydney on Sunday. Andrew Symonds (L) also hitathunderous century.

nationalmarkof 173,

It was a stunning about-turn
afterVaas claimed the big wicket of
Gilchrist with his second ball,
caught by Tillekeratne Dilshan at
point and he was joined by fellow
opener Katich, who was leg before
wicket for one. Martyn soon fol-
lowed, caught at slip’ by Mahela
Jayawardene.

Michael Clarke rounded off the
innings with an unbeaten 54 off 28
balls and with Mike Hussey (23 off

Muralitharan was 'puni'shed,
spanked for 99 runs, the most
conceded by a bowler in a 10-over
spell'in one-day cricket. Vaas fin-
ished with4-56 0ffhis 10overs.

Onece Sri Lanka lost their top
four batsmen -- Sanath Jayasuriya
(0), Kumar Sangakkara (13),
Marvan Atapattu (24) and
Jayawardene (50 off 48 balls) -- they
were always struggling inithe face
ofAustralia’s massive total.

Russel Arnold hit out lustily at
the death to finish an unbeaten 64
ofi62 balls.

SEE PAGE 17 COL 1

Tigers go
to Bogra
today

SPORTS REPORTER

The Bangladesh cricket team
leaves the city for Bograthis mom-
ing to play the first two day-night
one-day internationals against Sri
Lanka to be held on February 19
and 20 at the Shaheed Chandu
Stadium.

After aweeklong practice in the
capital, Habibul Bashar's men will
have their final net sessions in
Bogra.

They will travel by the team's
own luxury bus, presented by
GrameenPhonefortheseries.

* "We could not have proper net
sessions in Dhaka as the wickets at
the Mirpur Stadium produced
uneven bounce. 1 think our final
practice at Bogra, especiallyin the
nets would be more important for
us,” said Basharyesterday:

National selectors on Friday
announced a 15-member squad
forthethree-matchone-dayseries.

Monem Munna
remembered

SPORTS REPORTER

A mourning procession was
brought yesterdayto mark the first
death anniversary of former
national football captain Monem
Munna at his hometown in
Narayanganj.

Munna Smriti Sangsad and
Sonali' Otit, Narayanganj brought
out the rally to pay tribute to the
football icon and later laid floral
wreathathistomb.

Munna, one of the finest foot-
ballers the country has ever pro-
duced, passed away at the age of 39
last year of kidney ailments, send-
ing the whole sports fraternity into
deepshock.

Munna, who led the nation to
win its first trophy in a foreign
i_'(_;_q;'_ll?__.a_llf"Lgu_:mmupln_l:_r in 1995 in_
Myanimir, is still billed as the 'last
superstar’ who alone could draw
bigerowd tothe ground.

A central defender, who became
a houschold name during his 12-
yearstint with Abahani, also graced
the Kolkata football playing for East
Bengalin 1991-93.

Having retired in 1997, the one-
time highest paid footballer of the
country became Abahani manager
before kidney related complica-
tionscuthislifeshort.

Abahani’ arranged a milad
mahfil and offered prayers at the
club pavilion in memory of the
former great.

BCB announces
match officials

SPORTS REPORTER

The Bangladesh Cricket Board
(BCB) yesterday revealed the
names of match officials for the
three-match one-day and two-
match Test series between
Bangladesh and Sri Lanka,

Local umpire Mahbubur
Rahiman will accompany India's
Hariharan Krishna in the first two
day-night ODIs to be held at the
Shaheed Chandu Stadium in Bogra
on February 19 and 20.

Akhteruddin Shahin will offici-
ate in the third one-day interna-
tional along with Hariharan at the
Chittagong Divisional Stadium on
February24.

Nadir Shah will actas TV umpire
inthe one-dayseries.

West Indies' Steve Bucknor and
Pakistani Asad Rauf will stand in
the first Test at Chittagong starting
from February 27 while Hariharan
replaces Bucknor in the second at
Bograstarting from March 6.

Alan Hurst of England will act as
the match referee during first two
ODIs before being replaced by
Clive Lloyd of the West Indies for
theremaining of the series.

Mahbubur Rahman and
Akhteruddin Shahin will act as TV
umpiresin the two Tests,

Div I cricket

SPORTS REPORTER

Jatrabari Sporting Club, Bangla-
desh Boys and Dhaka Wanderers
Club won their respective matches
in the last round of the First
Division Cricket League at different
cityvenuesyesterday.

Jatrabari (182-4) defeated
Kathalbagan (178-10) by six wick-
ets at the Fatullah Stadium,
Bangladesh Boys (172-3) handed a
seven-wicket defeat on Eskaton
Sabuj Sangha (171-9) at the Dhaka
University ground whileWanderers
{(282-10) beat Cricket Coaching
School (227-10) by 55 runs at the
City Clubground,

Partex Sporting Club and Young
Pegasus have already qualified for
next year's Premier Cricket League
as champions and runners-up
respectively. '

take your date out to pizza hut for a special treat!
order Special valentine Pizza,
Garlik Bread and for Two @ tk. 350 only.

Pizza Hut Gulshan has arranged with ﬁf) for

couple's instant photograph & print out
onValentine's Day only

This offer is for two person at dine in only .

Prices exclusive of 15% VAT, Offer subject to

change/amendment without prior notification.
, Cannot be combined with any other offer.

South Avenue, Gulshan 1, Dhaka (@ 88575358

ETRANSCOM FOODS LIMITED

GEC Moar, CDA Avenue, Chittagong (v 631733, 614656



