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New home
makes 'em

happy

SPORTS REFPORTER

Habibul Bashar's men macde their
debut at the Sher-e-Bangla
National Stadium in Mirpur when
they performed their first net
session on fresh pitches yesterday.

The new home of Bangladesh

cricket has yet to get the approval of

thelCCdueto unfinished construc-
tions but the Tigers were excited
seeingthe outfieldand surface.

Atotal of eight pitches have been
installed in the middle and Dav
Whatmore's charges, who are pre-
paring for the coming home series
against Srilllanka, used three on'the
first daywhere bowlers enjoyed most
because of the movement offered by
thenewly prepared turfs.

"It is really exciting that we can
now practice in our home.
Understandably there were
uneven bounces in the central
pitches but it would be okay in
time. What impressed me most
was the greenish outfield which is
not $0 ommon in our country,”
said captain Bashar,

SEE PAGE 13 COL 5

BCB names SL

tour committees
SPORTS REPORTER

TheBangladesh Cricket Board (BCB)
has yet tofinalise the much-talked
about standing committees but it at
least gave anindication of becoming
alive when the management com-

mittees for Sri Lanka's tour of

Bangladesh werenamedon Sunday.
BCE announced twelve com-
mittees for Sri Lanka's tour this

month as well as a ten-member

working committee with Aziz Al
Kaiser Tito returning to the
Marketing and Commercial
Committee aschairman.

Mirza Salman Ispahani has
been named vice-chairman of the

committee. The appointment of

Ahmed Igbal Hossain in the most
demanding postof Marketing and

"CommercialiGommittee had
raised a lot of eyebrows, especially
after failures of finding sponsors
for country's two major domestic

competitions, National Cricket
Leagueand the Premier League.

Did U Know?

Unless told ofherwise by the referee,
players need not towail fora signal from the
referee to put the ball back in play on & goal
kick, cornar kick, throw-in, or direclindirect
free Kickin a socoer maich.

o

Luiz Felipe Scolari
{Portugalsoccer coach)
"Englandhave a fantastic national
team. But it is not for me at this
moment. amvery happyin myjob
with Portugal. Butwhen I finish my
contractinfulylwillbe free.”

While making his intentions clear
that heiseyeing the England job.
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Peshawar on Monday.

Pakistan clinch a thriller

YN Cricket

AFP/REUTERS, Peshawar

Opener Salman Butt hit a punish-

ing century and Shoaib Malik a
quickfire 90 to help Pakistan score a

dramatic seven-run win under
special bad light rules against India
hereon Monday.

Pakistan, chasing 329 to win,
were 311-7 in 47 overs before the
light stopped play with the home
team ahead on the Duckworth-
Lewis (D/L) scoring system, which
establishes aresultwhena one-day
matchisnot completed.

Buttand Malik had put Pakistan
on track for a comfortable win
before the home team lost five
wickets for 67 runs in a sensational
collapse which also included cap-
tain Inzamamul Haq's rare dis-
missal for abstructing thefield.

Inzamam tried to keep a throw
away from hitting the stumps with
the bat after making 16. Australian
umpire Simon Taufel adjudged
Inzamam out as the Pakistan cap-
tainwasalso outofhis crease.

With that he earned the dubious
honour of becoming only the third
batsman ini ODI history to be given
out obstructing the field, after
compatriot Rameez Raja and
Indian MohinderAmarnath,

"I can't understand the rule.
First 1 was given run out during the
second Test against England at
Faisalabad (last November) when [
didn'ttake evasiveaction,” hesaid.

“Today I took action and I don't

know why theygave me out.”

Younis Khan (18) and Navedul
Hasan (11) were at the crease when
umpires stopped play due to bad
light and declared Pakistan win-
ners to the huge applause of a

packed 15,000 crowd.
"We were definitely cruising
along nicelycbuttmy tdismissal

nearly cost us the mateh," said

Inzamam.

Pakistan, who won the preced-
ing Test series 1-0, were given a
solid 50-run start by Butt and
Kamran Akmal (25) before Sri
Sreesanth provided India with the
breakthrough.

Buft and Malik ran rampant
duringtheir 151-run second wicket
stand, which came off 142 balls and
nearly battered the Indian bowlers
into submission.

Butt completed his third one-
daycentury withasinglebut gavea
simple catch to Indian skipper
Rahul Dravid off left-armer Murali
Kartikin the next over.

Malik, who missed Pakistan’s
341-run winin the third Test due to
his father's death, hit Ajit Agarkar
for three consecutive boundaries
and three sixes off Kartik before he
was caught off a miscued pull of
Zaheer.

Malik's 67-ball knock had nine
fours and three sixes,

Pakistan lost crowd favourite
Shahid Afridi (17) and Mohammad
Yousuf (17) quickly before
Inzamam's dismissal nearly turned
the match onits head.

Indian captain Dravid said the
defeatwasdisappointing.

"It's not a nice way to lose the
match. We were always behind'on
the D/L method and after Buttand
Malik put on a brilliant partnership
we were left 1o play the catching
game," Dravid said.

Earlier, Tendulkar smashed 10
boundaries and a six in his 113-ball
knock and added 94 for the second
wicket with Pathan (65), 126 for the
third wicket with Mahendra Dhoni
(68) and 60 for the fourth with
Yuvraj Singh (39).

India, sent into bat by Pakistan,

lost Virender Sehwag in the second
nover-before Fendulkar and Pathin!
revived theinnings. tral

Pathan miscued a hook off
Naved and was caught by substi-
tute Imran Farhat before Tendulkar
paced up the innings alongside
Dhoni:

Dhoni hit 11 boundaries and a
six during his rapid 53-ball knock
before he miscued a drive off Asif
andwas smartly caught at point by
adivingMalik.

Tendulkar, who was bowled by a
Naved no-ball on 20, also com-
pleted his 14,000 one-day runs
when hisscore reached 91.

It was Tendulkar's 359th one-
daymatch.

He completed his hundred with
a single off Arshad before being
trapped leg before wicket the next
ball, and his fall triggered a collapse
in which the tourists lost their last
six wickets in the space of just 23
runsto bebowled outin 49.4 overs.

Naved bagged 4-62 while Asif
took3-30.

The remaining matches will be
played at Rawalpindi (February
11), Lahore (Feb 13), Multan (Feb
16) and Karachi (Feb 19).

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboardin the opening one-day
international between Pakistan
and India at the Arbab Niaz
Stadiumin Peshawaron Monday:
INDIA

SehwagcAkmal bAsif 5
Tendulkarlbwb Arshad 100
Pathan csub (Farhat) bNaved 65
Dhonic Malik b Asif 68
YuvrajcArshad b Razzaq 39
Dravidlbwb Naved 1
KaifcButt b Asif 8
Agarkarrunout 3
Zaheer cYousufb Naved 5

SEE PAGE 13 COL S

; PHOTO. AFP
MAN-OF-THE-MATCH: Pakistan opener Salman Butt plays a lofted drive over éxtra-cover on way to scoring a century against India in the first ODI in

Rajani survives
a scare

SPORTS REPORTER

Bangladesh "international’ Rajani
Kanta Barman is expected to join
the national camp today but the
key central-defender was on the
verge of being axed from coach
Diego Cruciani'slist for the delay,

Rajani, whowasin Indiawith his
family, crossed the border yester-
day and immediately notified
national team manager Sayeed
Hassan Kananabouthisarrival.

"He called me from Jessore to
confirm that he would be available
at tomorrow's training. The phone
call perhaps saved him because the
coach had given him a deadline
which expires today, The team
management was alsolooking fora
replacement,” said Kanan to The
Daily Star over phone.

"We know he is an important
player but he has doing this for
long. This is a concern for us. We
want to make sure he does not do it
again. So the management com-
mittee wants to sit with him when
hearrives,” Kananadded.

Rajani was also late to join the
camp before the SAFE
Championship but got back into
the side simple because of his class.

However, the Argentine coach
would never tolerate such imregu-
larities and it could be alast warn-
ing for the former national captain,

The national team,; preparing
for the Asian Cup qualifiers, will
leave Dhaka on February 19 by an
Air Indian flight that will take them
to Uzbekistan capital Tashkent via
Kolkataand Delhi. Bangladesh take
on Uzhekistan on February 22 in
the group opener.

The 22-team squad is expected
to be short-listed by February 17 but
there is very little chance Cruciani's
charges would get amatch practice

SEE PAGE 13 COL 4

Sachin fells 14,000 runs

Goes another
Cricket

AFP, Peshaivar

India's Sachin Tendulkar on
Monday set new world records by
completing 14,000 one-day runs
and hitting his 39th century in the
opening one-day international
against Pakistan here.

Tendulkar, who turns 33 next
month, achieved the milestone in
his 359th match when his score
reached 91. His tally of 359 matches
and 39 one-day hundreds are both
world records.

He finally fell for 100 in India's
328 all out in 49.4 overs after India
weresentinto batat the Artbab Niaz
Stadium in the northwestern
Pakistani city of Peshawar.

. Pakistan's Inzamamul Hag is
second behind Tendulkar in terms
of runs, having scored 11,141 runs
in 351 one-day internationals
before going to batin the Peshawar
one-daymatch.

Sri Lanka's Sanath Jayasuriya
(10,456 in 350 matches) and India's
own Sourav Ganguly (10,123 in 279
matches) are the only other two
batsmen who have scored more
than 10,000 one-day runs,

Ganguly is second behind
Tendulkar in terms of one-day
hundreds with 22.

Tendulkar, who made his one-
day debut against Pakistan at
Gujranwala in 1989, notched his
38th hundred against Pakistan at
Indian cityofAhmedabadlast year.

He also holds the record of most
Test centuries with' 35, having
scored 10,3861n 129 Testmatches.

ton up

PHOTO.AFP

RECORDS ON ROLL: Indian maestro Sachin Tendulkar acknowledges the
crowd's applause on reaching his 39th ODI century atPeshawar on Monday.
During the course he also crossed the 14,000-run mark.

One last chance for SL.

mCﬁcket

AFP; Hobirt

Sri Lankan coach Tom Moody knows
his tearn are lucky to be in'the hunt
foraberthinthe finals of the triangu-
lar series and this time he wants to
makesurethere areno mistakes,

The Sri Lankans have host-
nation Australia to thank for keep-
ing their prospects in the limited-
overs competition alive after they
scored crushing wins over South
Africainthe lasttwomatches.

The South Africans onlyhad 1o
win one of the fixtures to ensure
they would play Australia in the
best-of-three finals starting in
Adelaide on Friday.

But it was not to be and Sri
Lanka, three points behind the
Proteas cominginto the final quali-

fying match, can now overhaul
theirrivals should they win.

1. The nervous wait for Sri/Lanka,

was largely-their.own doing after

» opener Sanath Jayasuriva had set

them up forahuge total in their last
match against the Proteas in Perth,
onlyto throwit away by losing nine
wickets forjust 84 runs.

Moody said afterwards it was
one of the worst batting collapses
hehadseen, as his team lost by five
wickets.

"Aswerecognised...it'snotonly
the first 15, 20 overs thatare impor-
tant, it's the 30 after that," Moody
said here Monday.

"You've got to play the full 50
overs and tomorrow we hope to
play a full hundred overs and bat,
bowl and field verywell."

Moody said Sri Lanka were
expecting veteran South African
bowler Shaun Pollock to play,
despiteheel and ankleinjuries.

Pollock was left out of the team
for South Africa's 57-run drubbing
by Australia in Sydney on St_:pdﬁy.
exposing the frailty of theirVening

“attack,

Australian opener Adam
Gilchrist belted 88 off 66 balls to set
the home side up with youngsters
Monde Zondeki and Johan van der
Wath carted for 0-42 off four overs
and 1-76 off 10 oversrespectively,

That knock, and Australia’s
subsequent tally of 344-6, showed
how badly the South Africans are
missing the services of injured
strike bowlers Andre Nel, Makhaya
Ntiniand Jacques Kallis.

"It's certainly a slight advantage
not having that experiénced
bowler against us,” Moody'said of
Pollock. £y

"But I'm sure Shaun will be fit
for tomorrowand it'll be adifférent
ballgame." o M

SEE PAGE 13 COL 1.

'Simpson should

KP§ 8 Cricket

AFP, Sydney

Former Australian coach Bob
Simpson should change with the
times and understand the role of
the modérn-day cricket team
coach, national coach John
Buchanan said Monday,

Simpson, 70, who will later

Monday be inducted into Cricket,

Australia’s Hall of Fame, has criti-
cised contemporary coaches'
methods.

The former Test skipper said
coaches should spend less time

behind/the laptop analysing statis-
tics and more time developing
players' ability:

Simpson was appointed
Australia's first full-time coach two
decades ago and his ability to
transform a struggling cricket
nation toaWorld-Cup winningside
within a couple of years was cred-
ited as the start of Australia's resui-
gence asa power.,

Although a fan of using video
analysis for reviewing players'
techniques, Simpson questioned
the effectiveness of computer
analysisover the gameitsell.

"We've got all the computers
and we've got everything like that
andyou'd think thatyou'd getyour

PREMIERSHIP

Chelsea
I® ¥ Football

AFP, Landon

Chelsea continued their march
towards a second consecutive
Premiership title by 'dispatching
one oftheirmain rivals Liverpool 2-
0on Sunday.

Jose Mourinho's side weathered
an early storm from their visitors
before killing off the game with
goals in either half from William
Gallasand Hernian Crespo.

Chelsea are now 15 points clear
of their nearest challengers
Manchester United and an aston-
ishing 21 points ahead of
Liverpool, whose title ambitions
have now been extinguished.

Rafael Benitez's team performed
creditably enough at Stamford
Bridge buttheirlack ofa cutting edge
cost them dearly and their frustra-
tions boiled over late on when goal-
keeper Jose Reina was sent off for
clashingwith Arjen Robben.

tighten title grip

It reveals much of Mourinho's
exalted standards that Chelsea
entered this game in a mini-crisis -
two games withoutawin.

Liverpool needed that reassur-
ance.

The Merseysiders may have the
measure of Chelsea in Europe but
domestically their record is as
dismal as anyone's, having lost
seven of the previous 11 meetings
between the two clubs.

The match quickly settled into a
furious pace, although it was
Liverpool who adapted quicker.

Sami Hyypia and Jamie
Carragher both should have done
better with headers from comners
whipped in by Steven Gerrard,
although the best chance fell to
Peter Crouch in the 20th minute
when he headed over from Jean-
Arne Riise'sdinked cross.

Chelsea were unuspally rattled,
their frustrations epitomised by
Crespo, whose forward' runs were
continually thwarted byofiside flags.

But the Blues are as resourceful

as they are resilient and with their
first genuine chance of the game in
the35th minute, theyforged ahead.

Riccardo Carvalho nodded
down Frank Lampard's corner and
Gallas seized on the loose ball to
fire home.

It was tough on Liverpool, but
their hopes of mounting a come-
back were almost killed off secands
later when Joe Cole dispossessed
StephenWarnock and shotinto the
side-netting with only Reina to
beat.

Liverpool survived, but their
hearts were in their mouths again
in first-half stoppage time when
Reinacould only parryjohn Terry's
header and Crespo stabbed in the
rebound. Once again, however, the
assistantreferee's flag wasraised,

However, the half-time interval
seemedto clear Liverpool heads.

Four minutes after the restart,
Gerrard pinged a cross along the
six-yard box which just eluded
Crouch. Then, the midfelder's

SEE PAGE 13 COL S

PHOTO: AFP
Chelsea marksman Hernan Crespo roars for joy after his strike against Liverpool in their Premiership clash at
Stamford Bridge on Sunday.
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. i
fielding positions perfect woul
you?," Simpson said Monday.
“You should know where
ball is. Why do we have tw
behind square leg? Why do
no one at third man' for
whensomethinglike 25-30
ofall runs are scored at third
But Buchanan, aformer 1
sity lecturer who guided Al
10 a successful World Cup ¢
in 2003 and kept the side 0!
the Test rankings, hit bacl
Simpson'scriticism. | 20 S
"I think sometimes people
make comments out of igné%n_?oe,-"
Buchanan told Australiagn
Associated Press. Sy
*] really just think peolple;db_lih
understand what the role of the
coachisnow,"hesaid. = S
*It's evolving with new technol-
ogy. Itdoesn't mean whatwas done

"bt ,

p of
e

| before waswrong. - )

“For those people ,who.-ch{:_mse

| tocriticise they should spend some
| time with the team and try to come

to terms with what's required.”
Buchanan, 52, said the
Australian Cricket Board (now
Cricket Australia) desperately
needed a mentor to put Allan
Border's young side "back on the
rightpath”inthe mid-1980s.
“They found in Bobby Simpson
therightpersontodo that," he said.,
"He was Australia's first coach
and basically got Australian cricket
back on track and 1 thinkithatwasa
majorachievement. SE
“He should be praised because
heestablished therole.” 1)
Buchanan was last October re-
appointed as the Australian team
coach through to after next year's
World Cup intheWestIndies. -
Buchanan's contract mt]‘l\'m
was due to expire amid raging
debate over his influence on' the
Australian team during last year's
2-1Ashes serieslossto England.
One of Buchanan's fiercest
critics has been former Australian
Test captain and now television
commentator Ian Chappell, who
urged skipper Ricky Ponting toseek
guidance from senior players
rather than Buchanan.



