| yesterday when they
10 Guvi Tank by 63 runs at

j IE matches, Pegasus
[ on 28 points, level with

P . P'(a\re a mateh in hand.
P s and Partex have
' infirmed their promotion

's Premier League,
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Shirin champ
llll.quahfler

SPORTS REPORTER

bhai‘min Sultana Shirin unu;‘ul
champion in the 27th National
Women's Chess Championship
qualifiers which concluded at the
Bangladesh Chess Federation hall-
roomyesterday.

Shirin drew with Samiha
Sharmin Shimmi in the seventh
anel final found yesterday as nine
players finished level on five
paints. After progressive score
-broke the ties, Shirin.was folloywed
B¢ Masuca Begrin; Zakia Sultina,
Tanima Parveen, Shimmi,
Kishwara Shirin Evana, Mahmuda
Hague and Arifa Kharun Moni who
allmade irto the final rounds.

Ninth-placed Mahfuza failed to
reach the finals where defending
champion Shamitha Akter Liza,
IWM Rani Hamid, Syeda Shabana
Parveen and Nazrana Khan Eva
have direct entry.

The finals will begin on

February8.

SET accolade
for Inzamam

?T[,Inmfan

ﬁﬂ.ﬂsmn captain [nzamamul Hagq
pig top Indian stars Sania Mirza
Viswanathan Anand o win the
lnmaﬂnna!SpumPumnnhtyunhe
Year 2005 award, instituted hy Sony
EntertainmentTelevision (SET).
Inzamam, one of the finest bats-
meninworld ericket, was awarded for
his super runof form since the begin-
ningaf2005.
| has avernged an unbe-
lievable 84 runs in Tests and over 50 in
one-gday intemationals and magnifi-
cently capmined the Pakistan side
that beat India and England in the
recentTestseries,” said acitation.
Over 800 dignitaries including
KeithVaz, forrier minister for foreign
and Commonwealth office, former
Indianwicketkeeper batsman Faroog
Engineer, and the channel's 'Indian
Idol' winner Abhijeet Sawant
attended the award ceremony held at
the Hiltan Hotelin Park Lane.
Former England cricket captain
Masser Hussein won the Lifetime
AchievementAward.

Ganguly gets

FROM PAGE 12

be a part of the one-day side..
There is going to be a lot of cricker
in the next one year till the World
Cup...And I am sure my opportu-
nitywillcome.”

Frustrating
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Top 10 batsmen: Steve Tikolo (B67
runs; BOHS), Rashed Hanif (696,
Brothers), Sandeep Sharma (615,
Mohammedan), Al Shahriar (562,
Sonargaon), Nasirudidin Faruque
{539, Victoria), Akram Khan (53
DOHS), Jaffar Quraishi :a-m
Vietaria), Javed Omar (509, Biman),
Manjarul Islam (485, DOHS) and
Mohammad Ashraful (481,
50 nl.
Tap 10 bawlers: Abdur Razzak (40
wi 5. DOHS), Jatfar Quraishi, 32,
. Victoria), Mosharraf Hossain (28,
Biman}, Waskurni Palash (28,
Victaria), Mohammed Rafique (27,
Sﬁnﬂrgﬂon) Tapash Baisya (27,
Snnargann]. Arafar Sunny (24, 4
Brothers), Mohammed Sharif (24,
Hrothers), Mahbubul Alam (23,
Sonargaon) anc Sabbir Khan (21,
Mohammedan).

Stadium in Cairo on Saturday.

REUTERS, Cuiro

| Nigeria and Ivory
Coast reached the
Alfrican Nations Cup
semifinals afrer
marathon penalty
shootouts against
Tunisia and
Cameroon reéspec-
~ tivelyon Saturday.
Nigeria and Ivory Coast will now
meet in the last four in Alexandria on
Tuesday while hosts Egypt play
Senegal.

Nigeria goalkeeper Vincent
Enyeama saved three penalties in
their shootout and one during the
match as the Super Eagles beat
holdersTunisiab-5aftera -1 draw

Ivory Coast and Cameroon,
renewingarivalryfrom theWorld Cup
qualifiers, ok their shootout to 24
kicks before the Elephants won 12-11
followinganother 1- | draw.

After each player hil taken one
kick, Cameroon striker Samuel Eto'o,
the tournament's leading searer with
five goals, stepped up for the second
timeandired overthe bar,

Pidier Broghba (nicknamed Tito)
then converted for the jubilant
Elephants, who lost both World Cup
(ualifiersto Cameroan butstill made
it o Germany after the Indomitable
Lionsslipped up elsewhere.

"We proved we deserve to be in
the World Cup," Ivory Coast coach
Henri Michel told reporters against

the backdrop of a mixed zone fight -
an almost daily oceurrence at the
LoUmament.

"Although Cameroon beat us

twice in qualifying, we proved we are
the berter teamin thisgame.”

Cameroon coach Artur [orge
would not discuss hisfurure:

"The future belongs to God," said
the Portuguese coach, amid seenes
ofutterchaos,

lvory Coast and Cameroon’s
serappy match in Cairo briefly burst
into life in the first five minutes of
extrtime,

Bakary Kone rifled home for Ivory
Coast in the second minute after
Emmanuel Eboe's shot crashed
against thebar,

Cameroon hit back immediately,
Geremi Fotso Njitap also hitting the
bar before substitute Alberto
Mevong Ze slotted home the
equaliser.

The first 14 penalties were all
converted before Ivory Coast goal-
keeper Jean-lacques Tizie saved
Alioum Sadiou's effort for
Cameroon. However, Tizie was
judged to have moved and Aliowm
converted the re-take.

in an increasingly good-natured
shoarour during which, rival players
mingled and chatted in'the centre
circle both goalkeepers also scored
before Ero'ofinally missed.

In the other quarterfinal, Nigeria
went ahead in the fifth minute when
18-year-old striker Obinna Nsofor,

PHOTOS: AP/AFP

CONTRASTING FACES: Cameroon's Sameul Eto'o (L) is frustrated after missing a penalty while lvory Coast's Didier
Drogba celebrates after converting the fast spotkick during their African Nations Cup quarterfinal at the Military

Little Eto'o, super Tito

Cameroon, Tunisia knocked out in penalties

making his firse start, scored from
justinside thearea.

Tunisia, whose niggly approach,
gamesmanship and play-acting has
blighted a tournament that has
otherwise been played in an excel-
lentspirit, were awarded acontrover-
sial penalty nine minuteslater,

Zied Jaziri tumbled aver theatri-
cally as replays suggested no contact
was made and, although he cele-
brated the decision, Enyeama saved
the pemalty from Brazil-born full
backClayton,

Three minutes into the second-
half Karim Hagui stole in behind the
defencetoheadhomethe equaliser.

A badl day for the wurnament’s
marksmen was complete when
Brazilian-born Francileudo dos
Santos, who has scored four goals for
Tunisia, limped off, effectively end-
ing their potency as an attacking
force.

But despite creating chances,
Nigeriacouldnotfind awinner.

Theythen missed twoof their firse
three penalties as Tunisia keeper Ali
Boumnijel saved from Joseph Yobo
andyusufAyilahit the bar.

But Envearma saved successive
kicks from Adel Chedli and Slim
Ben LE lﬂ'w |
icli}l%nmk?ckse.icﬁ %Eﬁd %H

‘The next seven penalties were all
converted before Enveama made his
third save, this time from Riadh
Bouazizi, to put the defending cham-
pionsoutofthe tourmament.

2421

SERIE A

K8 Football

AFP, Home

Amanting Mancini scored twice as
Roma matched their club record
seven straight Serie Awinswith a3-
Owinar Parmaon Saturday,

The result also kept themin fifth
placeas they chase anoutside hope
of European football next year.

Roma had numerous chances to
open the scoring in the first half
especially through Francesco Totti
and two close drives from Olivier
Dacourt but they had to wait until
the second half before they broke
through.

Torti had two close- range efforts
saved by Parma keeper Matteo
Guardalben but Mancini was on

hand to slot the ball home from six
yards.

Parma were unlucky not to
equalise on 67 minutes when a
diving header from Fernando
Coutocame off the post.

It was a costly miss as Maneini
quickly extended his side's lead.

The Brazilian sprung the ofiside
trap on Totti's pass and placed a
perfect lob over the helpless goal-
keeper.

Totti was again involved in the
third goal, ashis passoverthe topof
the defence found Perrotta, whase
labr landed in the far comer of the
net

Earlier Saturday, Albanian
international Erjon Bogdani seored
his fourth goal in two games, as
Siena came [rom behind 1o earn 4
pointagainst Ascoliina 1-1 draw.

Record Roma thrash Parma

Bogdani, who grabbed a
hattrick last weekend inthe 3-1 win
over Palermo, was on hand to
rescue his side just before half-
time.

Siena thought they had scored
on 37 minutes with a Roberto
[)'Aversa diving header, but it was
carrectly disallowed for offside
when Tomas Locatelli’s cross came
in.

Instead, it was Ascoli who toak
the lead in the 38th minute when
goalkeeper Marco Fortin's clear-
ance was put back into the centre
by Fini for Gianluca Comotto to
score fromsixyards,

Hogdani equalised when he
redirected a Paolo Foglio corner
kick with his knee to send the goal-
keeper the wrong way.

!EiErickeg

AFP, Sydniey

South Alrica failed to overhaul
Australia with what would have
been a world-record score, falling 57
runs short of their giant target in the
tiangular series mateh at the Sydney
Cricket Ground on Sunday,

The Australians, led by a blistering
onslaught from opener Adam
Gilchrist, had set the wurists what
would have been a world-recard
limited-overs chase after posting
their highest score against the
Proteasof344-6.

In reply, the South Africans made
287-6, any faint hopes of victory fading
when wicketkeeper-batsman Mark
Boucher tucked his bat under the amm
afterasparkling 76 from B3 balls.

South Africa must now beat Sri
Lankain the final qualifying match in
Hobart on Tuesday if they are (o
reach the best-of-three finals ngainst
Austrliastartingon Friday,

Gilchrist laid the platform for
mmmh.ts huge tally, spanking an
incredible 14 boundaries on his way
to 88 from 66 balls before skying a
shot m Boucher off the bowling of
supersubCharl Langeveldt.

‘The introduction of slower bowl-
ing on the spin-friendly wicket
¥ helped calm the rampant run rate
afterhis dismissal.

But even that was not enough to
stop the Australians who's previous

best one-day score against South

Alfrica was 330-7 in Port Elizabeth in
2001-02,

Even worse for the Proteas was
the discouraging fact that the highest
successful run chase by any team
wils 332-8 by New Zealand against
AustralialastDecember,

Gilehrist had dominated the
inexperienced attack from the out-
set, bringing up his half century with
# boundary through long-off from
justi2 deliveries.

His eventual dismissal marked a
welcome relief for South Afriea, but
by then Australia had already
reached 138-2 at the start of the 19th
aver.

Gilchrist was well supported by
captain Ricky Ponting with 72 from
61 balls, while Damien Martyn
clocked 78 0ff 75 and Michael Hussey
A7 from33.

Pontingsaid Gilchrist'sknogk had
given hisside the momentun.

Inreply the South Africansstarted
waefully with captain Graeme
Smith's nightmare run continiingas
ance again speedster Brett Lee had
him caught behind for justsixruns. -

SCOREBOARD
Seoreboard in the triangular series
limited-overs match between

Australia and South Africa ar the

Sytney Cricket Ground on Sunday:
ALUSTRALIA

Glichnstc Boucher bLangeveldt f8
Katichc Kempb van derWath 11
PontingeCGibbs b Botha 72
SvmondscHallb Smith 7
Martyn run ot 19
ClarkecRudolph b Hall 27
Husseynotout 47

Aussies out run Proteas

Extras: (Ib-4, w=8,nb-1) 13
Tarak{Fore6 wkisinS0overs) 344
Fall of wickets: 1-65, 2-138, 3-168, 4-
203,5-263, 6-344

Did not bat: Lee, Bracken, Clark,

Hogg

Super-sub: Hopes for Katich

Howler 0O M R W
VanderWath -0 e
Zondeki & A D
Hall FO0° ACINCTTRE o
Langeveldt 6 049
Smith 10, Q=B vl
Botha L v
SOUTHAFRICA

SmitheGilchristh Lee 6
Dippenaar Hussey b Clark 27
Gibbs e Gilchristb Symaonds 46
Boucherc Hopes hSyinonids i
Kemp e Bracken b Hogg 28
Princerunout 25
Rudolphnotout 3l
VanderWathnotout 37
Extras: (Ib-7, w-2,nb-2) 11
Total: (For6wkisinS0overs) 287

Fallofwickets: 1-7,2-52,3-105,4-172,
5199, 6-236

Didnotbat: Hall, Botha, Langeveldt
Super-sub: Langeveldt for Zondeki

Bowler 0O M R W
Lee b |} S |
Bracken 9 0500
Clagk 10 1 5 1 LS
Hapes SO EAG A1
Symaoneds I e
Hogg L0 1) =3 R

Resule: Australiawon by 57 runs.
Man-of-the-match: Adam Gilchrist.
Toss: Australia.

Umpires: Peter Parker and Aleem

Dar.

Scolari reaffirms
English interest

AFP, London

Portugal coach Luiz Felipe Scolari,
who guided Brazil to their fifth
World Cup success in 2002, put his
name frmly in the frame to replace
Sven-Goran Eriksson -as England
manager.

Scolari, whose contraet with
Portugal ends after the 2006 World
Cup finals in July, said on Sunday;
"Yes Iwould [ike the job.

"England have a fantastic
national team. Butitis not forme at
this moment. I am very happy in
myjob with Portugal.

"But when [ finish my contract
inJuly I will be free.”

Seolari set out his credentials in
an interview Sunday with BBC
Radio Five Live,

"lama good coach and a man of
the world, Portugal are a better
team now than before.

"T am happy in any country. |
have worked in Kuwait, Saudi
Arabia, lapan and Brazil.

“If I want to go to England, I
need to learn the language better
and know more about the job.

“That could take two or three
months but is not a problem for
me,

"The language of the players I
know very well. But it is important
to communicate tothe people.”

Campbell back
for Gunners

AFP, Birmingham

Sol Campbell will draw a line under
one of the most bizarre episodes in
English football's recent history by
returning to training with Arsenal this
week :

Gunners hoss Arsene Wenger
revealed after a 2-0 win over
Hirmingham here that the England
centre-back had ended two days of
uncertainty over his whereabouts and
future by making contact on Friday
night.

That was 48 hours after a trauma-
tised Campbell walked out of
Highbury and went missing after
being substituted at hall-time in a 3-2
defeatbyWestHam.

"Heis OK and he is focussed w
come back and work out and come
back into the eam," Wenger said. "1
don't know where he was, but he
sounded fine and [ am expecting (o
seehimonMondayvorTuesday."

The centre-back hasnotheenseen

i puhlfaa{pcqms abirupt-depargue-

from Highbury, which t'nIInwed
uncharacteristic lapses which led to
WestHam'sfirst twogoals.

Wenger said after that march that
the 31-year-old had been "too much
down" mentally to continue while
Robert Pires later revedled that his
reammate had a "big worry” in his
privatelife,

Although the natureof Campbell's
troubles remain unclear, Wenger saic
he would be welecomed backinto the
Arsenal foldwith openarms.

"There is nothing to forgive," the
Frenchman said. "There was no
acrimony, it was just that he was not
wellandyouhave toacceptthat.

"There is no bad feeling at all. You
can only, at that level, perform if you
areinapoodstateand hewasn't."

Campbell's lawyer Bon Battu also
confirmed his client would be back at
the Londen Colnéy complex this
week.

"He needed time and space to
gather his thoughts,” the lawyer said.
"He has no personal problems what-
soever,”

Bangladesh tame
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SCOREBOARD
NEWZEALAND

Astle e Mushfigurb Mehrab
Guptill cSakib b Nabil 28
Barnette Mushfigur b Nabil 0
Boorder st MushfiqurbMehrab l'i
EllisonbMehrab

Firzgibbon e Mushfiqur b Shuvo ?

Munro e Tamim b Shuvo 5
Hira run out 22
Southee e Dollar b Shuvo (1]

Donnelly st Mushfiqurb Mehrab 0

Bennettnotout 0
Extras: (b-1,1b-10, w-22) 343
Toral: (Allout in 45.3 overs) 175

Fall of wickets: 1-57, 2-61, 3-100, 4-
115, 5-140, 6-140, 7-160, 8-165, 9-
174, 10-175,

Bowler 0 M R W
Dollar 0 8 T fL o
Kamrul 500022 0
Nabil Bk a8y 2
Sirajullah ) SR ) 3 'S
Saqgib 4 T [ R
Mehrab 8.3 R0 R
Shuvo 8 .20, 36" 3
BANGLADESH

TamimbSouthee 3

Ragibule Fitzgibbon b Hira 18
Mehdiec Hirab Southes 0
Sakibb Bennett 13
ShamsureFitzgibbon b Donnelly 30
Mehrab notout 38
Mushfiqur ¢ Fitzgibbon b Bennett 26
Shuvo b Muneo 18
Sirajullahnotout {1}
Extras:(b-1,1b-1, w-12,nb-6) 20

Total: (For 7 wktsin37.5 overs) 176
Fall of wkrs: 1-5, 2-5, 3-31, 4-786, 5-
78, 6-123, 7-166.

Bowler 0O M R W
Bennett 10 PN A9
Southee B ) Y. |©
Munro 2.5 DAt |
Hira 2} 0 31 |
Donnelly Al ) B
Guptill Eias (s 10

Resuli: Bangladesh won by three
wickets.

'
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It's more like Real

K% Football

AFP, Madrid

Real Madrid erushed Espanyol 4-0
on Saturday as Brazilian World Cup
star Ronaldo marked his return
from injury with a goal but it was
Valencia striker David Villa who
grabbed the headlines with a
remarkablelongdistance strike.

Villa registered his 14th league
goal of the season in thrilling fash-
ion.

He found the net in the 22nd
minute when he spotted Deportivo
La Coruna goalkeeper Jose Molina
off his line and scored from 50
metres as his side avenged their
midweek Spanish Cup defeat.

The 1-0 win keeps Valencia in
second place to maintain the pres-
sureonleaders Barcelona,

They are nine points behind
although the defending champi-

ans can restore their 12-paint lead
when they take on Atletico Madrid
onSunday.

Skipper Guti and French star
Zinedine Zidane, with two goals,
joined Ronaldo on the scoresheet
for Real who stay third, 10 points off
the pace.

Real even received a standing
ovation at half-time at the
Santiago-Bernabeu when they
opened upa3-0lead.

The win also kept up their
unbeaten record in 2006 and repre-
sented their fourth consecutive
win of thechampionship.

Real were also solid at the back
where Alvaro Mejia and Jonathan
Woodgate formed a formidable
partnership.

"This was a very important
victory as we were facing a very
good team," said Real coach Juan
Ramon Lopez Caro.

"We are working well and we
mustcontinue improving."
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David Beckhan
goal with the

tup the first
: Eound Gutl

team after a mo)
thme.

Itwasthe B!WH DthTeagu e

Zidane wrap) qdi.up
in the Sist mi \

Bottom cluby Mglnga gave new
boss Manuel Ruiz Figrro 8 winning

victory at home to

fellow strugglers Athlgtic Bilbao.
Malaga in front before Aritz Aduritz
fired Athleticlevell
sent off in the second half, Malaga
secured the three points through

lines, headed in
goal of the season.
lhgzain:-a
: r his
sixth goal of thet
start with a 2-1 vi
Defender Caplos Litos put
Despite havﬁ'l& Perez Nacho
Salva Ballestain the ¥3rd minute.
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Milestones for Henry, Shearer

K% Football

AFP, Landon

Thierry Henry's 200th goal for
Arsenal helped the Gunners end a
difficult week onahigh witha 2-0win
atBirminghamonSaturday.

Alan Shearer also celebrated a
landmark day, his 201st goal for
managetless Newcastle sealing a 2-0
victory over Portsmouth as well as
miaking the former England forward
the highest scorer in the eluby's his-
tory.

Manchester United bounced
back from a midweek defear by
Blackburn with a 4-2 defear of
Fulham at Old Trafford, cutting
Chelsea's lead at the top of the table
10 12 points aheacl of the champions'
meetingwith Liverpoolon Sunday.

Goals from Park Ji-Sung, Fulham
old boy Louis Saha and two from
Cristiano Ronaldo got United back
on & winning track. Brian Mchride
and Heidar Helguson found the net
forFulham.

Despite the win, United boss Sir
Alex Ferguson admitted Chelsea
would have o make "catastrophic
mistakes” m!mq:halhhatlhlﬁ;mgc

*I' think’ the sensible oplinfon is
that Chelsea have got thetitle aslong
as they don't throw it away,”
Ferguson said,

"Burt you never know. Tomorrow
I'll have my red and white scarf on
supporting Liverpool,” he added
withagrin,

Henry reached his milestone
mid-way through the second half

after teammate Emmanuel
Adebayor, on his full debut, had
headed a makeshift Arsenal sideinto
a2lst-minutelead.

There was good news off the pitch
as well for manager Arsene Wenger
with troubled defender Sol

Campbell, who had gone missing
after a midweek defear by West Ham,
confirming he would be back at
tmainingonMonday.

Newcastle macde a positive startto
life after Graeme Souness, who was

THIERRY HENRY

sacked on Thursday, with a convine-

ing victory over second-from-
bottom Portsmouth,

Charles N'Zoghia pur the
Magpies ahead five minutes hafure
the break.

Shearer, wtmmmﬁngasamnpn-
rary assistant to caretaker manager
Glenn Roeder, then mide the points
safe with a goal that took him past
Jackie Milburn'sclub record.

"It couldn't have been more
perfect,” said stand-in boss Glenn
Roeder."For the team 1o win 2-0, for
Shay Given to keep a clean shegtand
then to throw Alan's record-hreaking
goalinto themix=-itwas justwhatwe
needed.”

Steve McClaren's chances of
hecoming the nextEngland manager
suffered another hammer blow
when his Middlesbrough side
slumped tw an embamrassing 4-0
home defear at the hands of Astan
Villa.

Ahattrick from Luke Moore and a
Kevin Phillips strike saw Boro slip to
just one place above the relegation
ZOre.

West Brom jumped above
MeClaren's free-falling side with an
impressive 2-0aver Blackburn. Kevin
Campbell, or his 36th birthday, and
midfielder Jonathan ning gor
the goals lh{ﬂp:‘wﬂ ﬁlﬁﬁ;:l‘cbuog}' the
Baggies hopes af Premiership sur-
vival

Everton's climb up the table
continued with a 1-0 win over
Minchester City, who had midfielder
Stephen Jordan sentoffin theclosing
stages. Scotland defender David Weir
claimed Everton's eighth-minute
winmner,

Whatmore to exploit

FROM PAGE 12

number of batsmen who madealot
of runs in domestie cricker but com-
ingtointernational cricker, they have
failed.

"So I'm not saying that by not
making runs you will do well in
international cricket. It doesn't
automatically follow one way or the
other that youwill dowellif you bring
form to international ericket from
domestic cricket or if you do not
bringformyouwilldowell," hesaid.

Whatmore however added that
the domestic matches have not given
himanynewinsightinto the players.

‘It hasn't given me any new
insight into their game other than to
perhaps makeabitmore ofa request,
& plea for a real effort individually ro
miake the performances for us. If we
have enough boys doing really well
individually, then the team result is
goingtobe thatmuch better.

"So [ think it's a thrust of working
onthese guysalittle bit moreindivid-
ually to improve their game so that
they understand their roles and
perform just a shade better than
what we expect from them.
Hopefully they will be as competitive
aspossible.

"On paper it is (the Sri Lankan
team) a little bit weaker. Their bowl-
ing would be a little inexperienced.
But that's their prerogative. We will
play against any opposition given to
us. We have no say in that. What we
need o doisoliftourselves fromour
form in 2005, generally into some-
thing which is alot better, alot more
competitive in order o win maore
matches,” said Whatmare in reply to
a question about media reports
suggesting Sri Lanka might rest
captain Marvan Atapattu, Muttiah
Muralitharanand ChamindaVaas.

In Sri Lanka, the Tigers had suf-

fered most due (o injury problems
but team physiotherapist Paul Close
said thathe was expectinga hundred
percentfitsidein the home series.

"We can't guarantee about inju-
ries. But the good news is Mashrafee
(Bin-Mortuza) has showed no signs
of injury while Tapash (Baisya) and
Shahadat (Hossain) are fully fic. The
only problem is Aftab Ahmed as he
has yet to recover after jaundice,”
Close saic.

The physip also informed that
Tapash is likely to play in the longer-
version match and Mashrafee would
be allowed to play the one-day game
when the National Cricket League
resumes on February 8 ncross the
COUTLTY.

Dr. Salahuddin Kawser, an
assistant professor of the BSMMU,
has joined the Tigers as the team's
psychologist.
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