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1,000 feared 
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pilgrimage to Mecca, were heading 
toward Safaga, 600km southeast of 
Cairo, when contact was lost shortly 
after the last reported distress signal at 
around 2400 GMT Thursday. 

Gathered in an area on the edge of 
Safaga port dubbed "the pilgrims' 
village" and initially designed for 
passengers returning from Mecca, 
families listened to officials reading out 
the names of the passengers. 

The Al-Salam Maritime Transport 
company that owns the ship said that 
1,318 passengers were on board -- 
including 1,200 Egyptians and 100 
Saudis -- and 97 crew members. 

Sayyed, the hospitalized survivor, 
told AFP: "Everything happened very 
quickly. In less than 10 minutes the 
ship went upside down and we were in 
the water." 

Bitterly, he went on: "The first 
person to get into a lifeboat was the 
captain." 

The captain was however num-
bered among the missing. Some of 
those rescued said they had seen him 
fall from his lifeboat. 

Sayyed, who survived thanks to a 
lifevest, lost touch with four travelling 
companions. "There were not enough 
lifeboats for everybody." 

Another survivor, 26-year-old 
Egyptian Kadhafi Abdel Monem, 
agreed about the lack of lifeboats. "I 
clung to an empty barrel," he said from 
his hospital bed. 

"The fire, the smoke, the people 
climbing up to the bridge, the ship-
wreck. A real nightmare," he mur-
mured as a medical team bustled 
around him. 

Andrea Odone, an official working 
for the Egyptian owners of the ferry, 
said the number of passengers on 
board was less than the permitted 
maximum of 1,487. The ship was "in 
total conformity with international 
safety regulations." 

One of the ship's sister vessels 
sank in the Red Sea last October after 
a collision with a Cypriot tanker. 

The Italian firm that certified the 
ship's seaworthiness is facing prose-
cution in France for allegedly failing to 
carry out proper checks on the 
Maltese-flagged tanker Erika which 
broke up off the coast of France six 
years ago. 

Survivors said the fire broke out at 
around 1930 GMT Thursday two 
hours out of Duba, and the ship sank 
early Friday (2300 GMT Thursday). 

"I spent nearly four hours in the 
water with my lifejacket before being 
pulled into a lifeboat," said Abdel 
Rahim Ahmad, 49, adding that there 
had been many women and children 
on board the ill-fated ferry. 

The first survivors, mostly men, 
arrived at the hospital here 24 hours 
after the drama. Barefooted, with 
blankets over their shoulders, they 
were greeted by doctors and given 
little bags of food -- juice, potato chips, 
chocolate. 

Out of some 1,400 passengers 
only 140 arrived alive Saturday at the 
two hospitals in Hurghada, while a 
body was sent to the morgue, accord-
ing to hospital assistant director 
Imadeddin Hindi. 

IMF okays $97m 
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incentives in the context of the FY07 
budget.”

He also said, “The implementation 
of fiscal policy has continued to be 
prudent, and the authorities remain 
committed to protecting fiscal 
sustainability. However, determined 
efforts to improve revenue collections 
are vital for funding development 
expenditure and social spending 
aimed at poverty reduction without 
jeopardising fiscal sustainability.

“The proposed monetary  
programme in Bangladesh Bank's 
monetary policy statement is consis-
tent with the authorities' inflation and 
international reserves objectives. 
Given still high money and credit 
growth, however, the Bangladesh 
Bank will likely need to use open 
market operations more actively to 
tighten the monetary stance further 
and to raise interest rates on treasury 
securities in order to contain inflation.

“Despite some improvements, the 
continued poor financial condition of 
the NCBs underlines the urgency for 
decisive actions in this area. The 
implementation of the bank-by-bank 
resolution strategies will require strong 
political support, close monitoring, and 
technical assistance.”

The IMF board also reviewed 
Bangladesh's poverty reduction 
strategy paper, “Unlocking the 
Potential--the National Strategy for 
Accelerated Poverty Reduction 
(NSAPR)”.

Kato said, “A full poverty reduction 
strategy, titled “Unlocking the 
Potential--the National Strategy for 
Accelerated Poverty Reduction 
(NSAPR)”, was finalised and pub-
lished. The authorities' policies under 
the PRGF arrangement have been 
designed to enable Bangladesh to 
make progress in achieving its eco-
nomic and poverty reduction goals. 
Meeting these challenges will require 
steadfast implementation of structural 
reforms and credible actions to 
enhance governance. Accelerated 
implementation of reforms of the 
NCBs, tax administration, and the 
trade system will also contribute to 
improved governance and the invest-
ment climate. In view of the authorities' 
limited technical capacity, continued 
donor assistance will be required for 
successful implementation of the 
NSAPR.

“Bangladesh's economy has 
performed well under the PRGF-
supported programme. The economy 
has continued to expand, and inflation 
has been kept in check. Nonetheless, 
Bangladesh remains a country with a 
high degree of poverty, serious capac-
ity constraints, and heavy reliance on 
donor inflows. The authorities will need 
to maintain sound policies and steadily 
pursue key structural reforms and 
capacity building for many years to 
achieve the objectives outlined in the 
poverty reduction strategy. After some 
slippage, key reform measures in tax 
administration and in the nationalised 
commercial banks (NCBs) have been 
implemented.” 

Philippines
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a funeral parlour after they had been 
lined up on the street, their faces 
covered with towels, sheets and 
newspapers. Hundreds of shoes 
and flip-flops were scattered across 
a narrow driveway.

President Gloria Macapagal 
Arroyo visited the injured in hospital 
and was due to survey the scene of 
the stampede.

The Philippines is no stranger to 
large-scale disasters, most often 
involving typhoons, volcanoes, 
earthquakes or ferries, as well as 
deadly attacks by Muslim and 
communist rebels.

Long march
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which cannot be desirable anyway, 
it added.

Creating public suffering and 
destroying public property are 
against the law of the land and it is 
the duty of the government to pro-
tect public life and property, the 
press note said.

15th anniversary
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economic leaders, and other suc-
cessful entrepreneurs.

The celebration commenced 
with the inauguration of a photo 
exhibition in the evening.

Prof Yunus presented the key-
note speech at the Plenary Hall of 
the venue. Editor and Publisher of 
The Daily Star Mahfuz Anam deliv-
ered the welcome address while 
Chairperson of the Mediaworld, the 
owning company of the daily, Rokia 
A Rahman made the closing 
remarks.

The 15th anniversary celebration 
programme also featured a laser 
show depicting the making of a 
newspaper, classical dance by 
cultural troupe Nrityanchal, and Pot 
Gaan, a special folk song accompa-
nied by a pictorial presentation of 
what is being sung.

The Pot Gaan by Rupantar was 
one of the night's special attractions 
as its dual effect of audio and visual 
accentuated the issue of press 
freedom.

On the occasion of the anniver-
sary, The Daily Star is also bringing 
out 312 pages of supplements in six 
instalments, the first one of which--
“Celebrating Bangladesh”--came 
out yesterday.

The other supplements are 
“Trends” to be published on 
February 7, “Our Cities” on 
February 10, “Sports” on February 
13, “Investment” on February 16, 
and “Bangladesh and the World” on 
February 19.

Hili land port
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settle the matter. 
Urging the authorities concerned 

to tackle the situation immediately, 
Shahinur Rahman, general secre-
tary of Hili Importers and C&F 
Agents Association, said that the 
counter programme of Indian trad-
ers and transport owners' associa-
tion would damage the harmonious 
bilateral business relations of the 
two countries. 

25 injured
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local Jubo Dal office were ran-
sacked during the clash.

Of the injured, Jubo Dal leader 
Nasiruddin Swapan, 30, was admit-
ted to Patuakhali General Hospital, 
while others were admitted to differ-
ent hospital and clinics. 

A tense situation is prevailing in 
the area. Additional police have 
been deployed. 
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The AL chief observed that a few 
officials of the police and local adminis-
tration have taken a stand against the 
people. She urged those officials not to 
try to be 'cadres' of any person or party. 
Hasina directed her party leaders and 
workers to make a list of the police 
officials who are committing excesses.             

The former prime minister said the 
alliance government's bid to foil the 
opposition's march is leading the 
country to conflict. 

Urging the government to stop 
arrest and harassment of the opposi-
tion workers and the common people 
ahead of their showdown, she said 
otherwise the government has to bear 
the responsibilities if any untoward 
incident takes place.       

Though the prime minister always 
speaks against hartal and strike, she is 
virtually encouraging enforcing a 
'transport strike' and threatening the 
owners of vehicles to restrain their 
movements to foil the opposition's long 
march, Hasina said, adding that the 
government has requisitioned a large 
number of buses and other modes of 
transport and closed ferry services 
across the rivers. 

Referring to the government's 
press note, Hasina said mass arrests, 
creating obstacles to rallies and 
attacks on opposition processions, 
rather than the long march, will tarnish 
the country's image.           

"How can firing, attack and torture 
on common people and seizure of 
transports be legal if a peaceful long 
march is illegal?" she asked, adding, 
"Does the government want to deprive 
people of the freedom of speech?" she 
asked. 

The opposition leader urged all the 
party leaders and lawyers to help the 
innocent people who have been 
arrested ahead of their long march. 

Hasina directed the 14-party 
leaders and workers to brave all police 
and ruling party cadres' resistance and 

barriers anyhow and proceed towards 
the capital to make the long march a 
success.

The marchers towards the capital 
are working to put an end to the coali-
tion government's "misrule, torture, 
harassment, militancy, and corruption" 
for the benefit of the people and 
democracy, Hasina said.

She urged the people residing the 
long march route to help the demon-
strators.     

About joining parliament, Hasina 
said, "We wanted to go to the House 
every time, but the Speaker switched 
off our microphone under the directive 
of the alliance government. We ques-
tioned the prime minister on different 
burning issues, but did not get 
response," the opposition leader said, 
adding, "The alliance government 
wants to keep the House for one-party, 
not allowing the opposition."    
  

She said the 14-party opposition's 
demonstrations are for reforms in the 
caretaker government and the 
Election Commission to hold a free, 
fair and credible election only to estab-
lish people's rights. 

After the press conference, Hasina 
addressed a meeting of the Dhaka city 
unit AL, where she directed the city AL 
leaders to work together to make the 
long march a' trump card' against the 
alliance rule.     

AL leaders Sheikh Fazlul Karim 
Selim, Syeda Sajeda Chowdhury, 
Obaidul Quader, Abdul Mannan, City 
AL President Mohammad Hanif, 
General Secretary Mofazzel Hossain 
Chowdhury Maya, Abdul Mannan 
Khan, advocate Shahara Khatun, 
among others, were present at the 
press conference and the meeting.

Govt suffering 

Iran, Pakistan
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If the project, dubbed "the Peace 
Pipeline", does not reach India, the 
country will have to import about 
600,000 barrels of crude per day to 
compensate for the loss, he said.

Hosseinian asserted that other 
alternatives for the project to deliver 
Iran's natural gas to India via 
Pakistan would be "rare, costly, 
unsafe and transitory".

Teenage girls 
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to Mumbai. Indian police arrested 
them when they got down from the 
train in Mumbai about a year ago. 

Roma Debabrata, also advisory 
member of State Level Coordination 
Committee of Children & Women of 
Social Welfare Department in Delhi, 
said the trafficking of teenage girls 
from Bangladesh is on the rise. 
They are either employed in forced 
labour or prostitution.

"Many girls including the 
Bangladeshi ones who had been 
working in the bars as dancers are 
now working at brothels following 
the government's ban on using girls 
as bar dancers last  year,"  
Debabrata said.

At a press briefing at her office 
BNWLA Executive Secretary 
Advocate Salma Ali said at least 500 
trafficked victims were repatriated 
from India in the last 15 years. "This 
is not even 10 percent of the total 
number of trafficked victims," she 
said.

Praising the media's role in 
curbing trafficking, she said poverty 
alleviation and upgrading social 
values are the most important things 
that can reduce the rate of trafficking 
in the country.
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trying to release their relatives 
bribing the policemen. 

Some alleged they had to bribe 
Tk 20 to Tk 50 to the sentries of the 
lockups just to meet their relatives.

Around 80 detainees were 
jostling each other in four cells of 
Ramna Police Station around 
12:30am. Many of them somehow 
managed little space to lie down, 
while others were snoozing sitting 
on the floor.

Sources said special drives like 
the blanket arrest give the law 
enforcers an opportunity to earn a 
huge amount of speed money. Apart 
from picking up people, the police 
are releasing many on the spot on 
backhander, they added.

Besides, many people who are 
not accused in any specific cases 
are being implicated as suspected 
accused.

The mass arrest is causing huge 
sufferings to the families of the poor 
detainees as most of them are street 
vendors, employees of small shops, 
rickshaw-pullers and day labourers.

At 1:45am, 15-year-old Zakir 
Hossain Suman was standing near 
Motijheel Police Station wearing a 
gloomy look as police picked up his 
father Harunur Rashid, a wayside 
fruit trader, in Malibagh Railgate 
Bazar.

A local ward unit BNP leader 
came to the police station with a 
recommendation for his release. He 
said Harun's family of eight have no 
way of earning a living for a single 
day.

Asked by everyone sympathetic 
to Harun for his release, a police 
officer checked his record but found 
no charge against him.

However, Harun was out of luck 
as the letters A and L [abbreviation 
of the Awami League] were there 
jotted down beside his name on the 
arrestees' entry book.

"I am sorry that I can't release 
him. Please do not ask me why," the 
officer said asking not to be named.

The BNP leader just com-
mented, "This is too much. It seems 

police are much more active party 
supporters than us."

Begum, 40, came to the police 
station with her brother-in-law 
hearing that police picked up 
Mohammad Selim, another brother-
in-law, who is a driver.

She said Selim is among 20 
others whom Ramna police on 
February 3 detained at Mohishpara 
slum where they were playing cards 
at the weekend.

After about a one-and-a-half-
hour-long attempt, Selim's maternal 
uncle Abdul Malek managed to 
meet the detainee bribing a police 
constable Tk 20.

The room of the duty officer of 
Paltan Police Station was over-
crowded around 1:10am. Among 
the crowd three youths were count-
ing a wad of 500 taka notes.

As soon as The Daily Star corre-
spondents entered the room, a 
policeman downed his voice and 
said to them," Go out, go out -- 
journalists have come."

Asked why they were counting 
the money and whether any of their 
relatives are arrested, the youths 
disappeared without saying a word.

Besides the detainees' relatives, 
many others were crowding the 
police stations as their kith and kin 
did not return home.

Hossain Akand, 60, of Ambagan 
in Moghbazar, came to Ramna 
Police Station looking for his son 
Shawkat Akand, who works at a 
tailoring shop. Shawkat did not 
return home even after 1:00am, 
though he usually returns by 
9:00pm.

Giving a sentry Tk 30, the father 
checked the lockup, but did not find 
his son. With a face gripped by 
uncertainty, Hossain left for Tejgaon 
Police Station.

People's plights
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suggests it was not a killing out of 
political animosities. We are not ruling 
out the possibility of the guards com-
mitting the murder for money," said a 
source in the police.

Another police official however said 
a conflict among teachers of the 
geology and mining department might 
have resulted in the murder. 

Some sources at RU pointed the 
finger at the Islami Chhatra Shibir, the 
student wing of ruling coalition partner 
Jamaat-e-Islami.

"Apparently, ultimate the benefit of 
the killing goes to Jamaat and Shibir as 
Taher had been a stiff roadblocks to 
the wholesale recruitment of Jamaat 
men as teachers and employees of 
the university," said a teacher.

Another teacher said the geology 
and mining department has no 
teacher with allegiance to Jamaat, 
which was the case at economics 
department before the murder of Prof 
Yunus on December 24, 2004.

"But soon after Yunus murder, four 
pro-Jamaat teachers joined the ranks 
at the economics department," he 
added.

Meanwhile, the campus yesterday 
mourned for Taher with teachers and 
students continuing protest against 
the ghastly crime. Wearing black 
badges, they held processions and 
rallies throughout the day. Academic 
activities in almost all the departments 
remained suspended during the strike.

Several hundred members of RU 
Teachers Association (RUTA) took 
part in a silent procession in the morn-
ing. They demanded security and 
proper investigation into the murder. 
They demanded the killers of both 
Yunus and Taher be brought to justice 

and dealt out due punishment. 
RUTA begins a two-day long work 

abstention today.
Geology students laid siege to the 

RU vice-chancellor's house for over an 
hour. They met VC Prof Altaf Hossain 
and said if the authorities fail to arrange 
proper investigation within the next 
three days, they will go on a tough 
movement.

Activists of the main opposition-
backed Bangladesh Chhatra League 
ransacked the offices of law, animal 
husbandry and veterinary science 
departments while some teachers at 
those departments were taking 
classes defying the strike called by 
BCL.

Chairman of law and justice 
department Rabiul Islam was report-
edly assaulted during the rampage.
SECURITY BREACH AT FEMALE 
HALL
Further exposing the lax security on 
the campus, an unidentified youth 
entered female student hall Tapashi 
Rabeya in the early hours yesterday.

The students went berserk at the 
news and damaged the room of hall 
provost. They also handed over two 
separate memorandums to the pro-
vost and RU administration, protesting 
the killing of Taher as well as the 
breach of security at their dormitory.

They demanded identification of 
the intruder within three days and 
increase in the number of security 
guards at the hall.

RU comes to halt 
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the November 23 'grand rally' of the 
14-party in Dhaka. The government-
backed transport union called a strike 
before the rally in a bid to prevent 
people from coming to the capital. 

The strike was continued until the 
end of the opposition programme but 
the rally saw the participation of sev-
eral lakh people from across the 
country.

As the blanket arrests of opposition 
leaders and activists and innocent 
people continue, the government is 
saying that it has the duty to maintain 
law and order, although there were no 
reports of violence since the beginning 
of the march on February 2.

Over 5,000 people were arrested 
until yesterday evening. Besides, 
police allegedly prevented many 
buses from coming to Dhaka carrying 
opposition activists.

Eminent jurists and rights bodies 
earlier strongly decried the crack-
down, terming it a gross violation of 
basic human rights and asking for an 
immediate end to it. But the govern-
ment has so far been indifferent to the 
demand.

Contacted for their versions, the 
government policymakers declined to 
talk about it.

A government press note on Friday 
said some political parties have 
announced a long march towards 
Dhaka and the leaders and activists of 
the parties are making 'provocative' 
speeches at the public meetings on 
this occasion.

The press note also expressed 
apprehension of a slide in law and 
order and tarnishing of Bangladesh's 
image abroad. "Any kind of 
programme that creates sufferings to 
people and cause damage to their 
property is against the existing law," it 
said.

The press note also identified the 
Dhaka long march as 'Dhaka siege 
programme' in a total distortion of fact.

Although this long march is not a 

violent programme like hartal, which 
too is a democratic right, the govern-
ment is using the administration 
across the country to stop the opposi-
tion activists' march towards Dhaka, 
by using existing laws.

The arrests are made using section 
54 of the Code of Criminal Procedure 
(CrPC) and section 86 of Dhaka 
Metropolitan Police (DMP) Act. 

Also, the government is learnt to 
have tasked the police with controlling 
the transport sector to stop opposition 
activists' march towards Dhaka.  

Human rights activists said the 
government action could be accept-
able if the long march caused any 
sufferings to people or create anarchy. 
Without these, the government action 
can simply be termed as a gross 
violation of human rights.

Much to the surprise of people, the 
prime minister in April 2004 said that 
the mass arrest was needed to foil the 
'conspiracy' which she did not elabo-
rate. But the government failed to 
show any reason for the mass arrest 
ahead of October 3, 2004 rally that 
was convened to protest the assassi-
nation attempt on Sheikh Hasina that 
killed 23 people.

After both the occasions, the civil 
society and rights bodies took the 
matter twice to the High Court to stop 
the misuse of laws and the mass 
arrests. The High Court ordered the 
government to submit a list of those 
arrested, but the petitions are yet to be 
disposed of.

Meantime, the law enforcers were 
learnt to be collecting a huge amount 
of money from arrest business. Many 
of the arrestees are being released in 
exchange for money. 

Same technique
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of The Hindu of India, HK Dua, 
editor-in-chief of The Tribune of 
India and Hameed Haroon, chief 
executive officer of the Herald 
Publications in Pakistan. The Daily 
Star organised the international 
discussion on the occasion of its 
15th anniversary. Editor of The Daily 
Star Mahfuz Anam moderated the 
meeting.

Renowned economist Debapriya 
Bhattacharya said right after inde-
pendence 80 percent of the coun-
try's population lived below the 
poverty line but currently less than 
40 percent are living below that line. 
He said the reduction in poverty was 
mainly due to achievements in 
agriculture. 

He said with its remarkable 
growth, Bangladesh is now one of 
the 'fastest growing exporting' 
countries in the region. 

“We have yearly remittances of 
around 3.5 billion US dollars from 
150,000 people living and working 
abroad and contributing greatly to 
the development,” Bhattacharya 
said. 

“With only around 700 million 
dollars earning from foreign invest-
ments the country will have to work 
towards attracting investments,” he 
said. 

Latifur Rahman, president of the 
M e t r o p o l i t a n  C h a m b e r  o f  
Commerce also an eminent indus-
trialist said with its good economic 
growth India should open up poten-
tial opportunities and offer preferen-
tial access for smaller countries. 
Referring to confrontational politics 
in the country Rahman said the 
economy of the country would have 

grown further 1.5 percent had there 

been a congenial political scenario 

in the country. 

Anisul Haque, director of 

Bangladesh Gament Manufactrers' 

and Expor te rs '  Assoc ia t ion  

(BGMEA) expressed his satisfac-

tion over export of garments from 

the country and said garments 

export is set to grow in the future. He 

said Friday being the weekend in 

Bangladesh they are facing obsta-

cles in terms of business communi-

cations with western countries. 

Managing Director of Square 

Pharmaceuticals Tapan Chowdhury 

said success of pharmaceutical 

companies has been remarkable. 

“We are now able to supply 96 

percent of all medicines for the local 

market.   

Rokia Afzal Rahman, chairper-

son of the Mediaworld, owning 

company of The Daily Star, said 

within the last few years women in 

the country have moved forward 

and contributed immensely to the 

national economy. 

Yasmeen Murshed, principal of 

Scholastica said there has been a 

'phenomenal growth' in private 

education sector. She also said due 

to growth in private universities and 

job opportunities in the country, a 

reversal of brain drain has occurred 

in the country. 

“Lots of well educated young 

persons are returning home from 

western countries for settling here,” 

she said.

Regional cooperation
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This is the best time to get heard.
"Voters want to vote, and want to 

vote for a person they admire, rather 
than be compelled to vote out of 
party loyalty, or on some other 
considerations.  Voters must create 
their own choice.  If political parties 
offer corrupt candidates, people will 
put up their own clean candidates. If 
we don't do that we'll continue to be 
the most corrupt country in the 
world, and our dreams will never get 
a  c h a n c e . ”

He proposed that the voters 
create their own option and tell the 
political parties who is to be nomi-
nated in their constituency. If none 
of their candidates is nominated, 
voters will be free to submit blank 
ballots as a protest.

“Voters must start speaking out 
their minds from now on.  Rather 
than speculating about who is going 
to get which party's nomination, 
party supporters and independent 
voters have to start speaking out 
who they think should be nomi-
nated.  This year people should get 
themselves heavily involved in the 
nomination process.  This will be the 
only way to get the bad people out, 
and good people in.”

The loudest message the voters 
must give to the political parties is, 
"We shall not give votes to a candi-
date who is known to be corrupt, 
who is known to have amassed 
wealth by misusing his power and 
authority or using his power to 
terrorise people," Yunus said, 
urging all civic groups, associations, 
professionals, farmers and women 
to prepare and submit their panels 
to the political parties.

“When sending the chosen 
names for party nominations to 
respective party, voters should give 
those names also to the press.  
Voters should keep lobbying with 
the parties to let them know how 
strongly they (voters) feel against 
the potential party candidate and 
promote the case of their own 
candidate,” he added. 

“I invite the media to… start a 
series of reports identifying and 
highlighting at least three potential 
clean candidates for each contest-
ing political party, in each constitu-
ency,” Yunus said.

To resolve the feud between the 
two leading political parties, he 
requested both the sides to find a 
respected person acceptable to 
both, who will come up with a solu-
tion package in consultation with 
them.

Yunus observed, “Important 
thing is to hold the election in the 
right manner, and right mood, to 
uphold our democracy and move 
forward.

“World is changing very fast.  If 
we are late by a day we'll fall behind 
by years.  We have come a long way 
and we are ready to go forward with 
speed. Bangladesh has the fire in 
her belly to keep pace with her giant 
neighbours. Let us not allow our-
selves to slow down.  We need the 
right politics and the right leadership 
to mobilise the tremendous energy 
in Bangladeshi young people.

“A section of our politicians finds 
it a very attractive theme to impress 
on the common peop le  o f  
Bangladesh that India is behind all 
the terrible things that happen in 
Bangladesh.  If you don't vote for 
our party, India will turn Bangladesh 
into her client state."

The pioneer of microcredit 
pointed out that in the world of today, 
domination does not come through 
sneaky conspiracies but from 
economic power.  “If we remain a 
poor country, everybody will domi-
nate us, not just India. Moving up the 
economic ladder quickly is the best 
protection from all dominations.” 

To move up in this ladder, he 
suggested Bangladesh should open 
up all doors. “Let people, products, 
investments from all over the world 
flow into Bangladesh, and out of 
Bangladesh, with utmost ease, 
safety, and efficiency… Let's build 
everything in Bangladesh in such a 
way that Bangladesh becomes the 
natural first choice of hard-nosed 
investors and traders.”

To make Bangladesh an interna-
tional cross-road, the nation has to 
reduce corruption drastically, ensure 
proper supply of electricity all over the 
country, open up information commu-
nication technology, build a mega-
port in Chittagong coastline, capable 
of serving Bangladesh, Nepal, 
Bhutan, eastern India, Myanmar and 
south-western China, and construct 
highways to connect the mega port 
with these countries, the renowned 
economist thought. 

“Our biggest worry is corruption… 
There is no way out but to eliminate 
corruption in politics, from where the 
infectious disease of corruption 
spreads around,” he observed. 

“Geographically, Bangladesh is 
strategically located to provide 
access to international shipping to 
Nepal, Bhutan, Eastern India, 
Myanmar and South-Western 
China… We'll have to do our home-
work well to show them the benefits 
accruing to them by opening up the 
access to the sea-routes through 
Bangladesh, and doing business 
with Bangladesh. We'll have to 
resolve formidable political and 
technical issues with India.  
Remaining passive is not at all to our 
interest. 

“Mega-port at Chittagong is the 
key to making Bangladesh the cross-
road of the region.  With the economy 
of the region growing at a sustained 
high speed, demand for the access to 
a well-equipped well-managed port 
will keep on growing.  A region, which 
includes two giant economies, will be 
desperately looking for direct ship-
ping facilities to reach out to the 
world.  Chittagong will offer the 
region the most attractive option,” he 

said, adding, the mega-port may 
support an international airport in its 
proximity. 

He noted, “Human resource is our 
best resource.  We must pay our top 
priority to make sure our young 
generation gets prepared to play 
important roles in a global frame-
work.  It is nothing but utter disgrace 
that we have allowed some of our 
young people to turn into suicide 
bombers… We must take the blame 
without any excuses, and must 
ensure that no other young man has 
to choose the path of suicide for any 
reason. 

"If we want to create a dramati-
cally different next generation, we 
should encourage children to explore 
and discover the world through 
providing them with 100-dollar 
laptops at the school level.

“The world that these young 
people will create will be the world of 
innovative ideas.  Old resistance to 
new ideas will crumble away… Our 
education system has to be oriented 
towards promoting creativity in our 
young people.” 

In recent times, Bangladesh's 
image has been hurt by its being the 
most corrupt country in the world and 
the events in which suicide bombers 
are killing innocent people, he 
pointed out.

To counter this negative image, 
Yunus said, the nation should uphold 
i t s  pos i t i ve  ach ievemen ts .  
Bangladesh is respected globally for 
being the birth place of microcredit. 
The nation is also remembered as 
the country which gave the world oral 
saline to combat diarrhoea. It earned 
respectability by demonstrating her 
skill and efficiency in disaster man-
agement. Bangladesh is cited as a 
success story in producing enough 
food to feed her people despite 
doubling the population in 35 years.

Editor of The Daily Star Mahfuz 
Anam paid deep respects to the 
founding leaders of the newspaper 
and thanked the people for retrieving 
democracy from autocratic rule in 
1990, which in turn has restored 
freedom to all including the media.

“Why does Bangladesh need a 
free media? Some may feel…that 
Bangladesh's first priority is eradica-
tion of poverty, economic growth, 
proper health services… and not a 
free media…We need all of the 
above and we also need a free 
media,” he said, adding that without a 
free media none of the above will be 
achieved. 

Free media has been the unflinch-
ing supporter and partner of every-
thing positive that has taken place in 
the country in the last 15 years, Anam 
noted. 

He stressed that Bangladesh 
needs a free media to strengthen 
democracy, ensure human rights, 
good governance and cultural 
diversity and build a multi-religious 
multi-ethnic and tolerant society. 

“It needs a free media to fully 
realise the potential of the Bengalee 
people,” he observed.

“Many of our policymakers are 
yet to realise that they cannot create 
a free market economy without a 
free marketplace of ideas. There 
cannot be any competitiveness in 
any sphere of life if there is no com-
petitiveness of mind and freedom is 
the basis of such competitiveness,” 
Anam said. “Freedom drives away 
all forms of prejudice, bigotry and 
extremism.”

He went on, “The future of 
Bangladesh depends on how we 
can strengthen and give institutional 
shape to democracy. We hold this to 
be self-evident truth that without a 
flourishing democracy there will be 
no flourishing Bangladesh. We have 
had our tryst with dictatorships and 
autocracies and they simply do not 
work.” 

Today two Bangladeshs exist 
simultaneously -- a regenerative 
one and a degenerative one, he 
said. “We have no doubt that the 
regenerative Bangladesh will win … 
But there are also some dark clouds 
of terrorism on the horizon that we 
need to collectively defeat and 
uproot."

“In recent days, we have noticed 
that different platforms are being 
used to lash out against the media 
with sometimes false and very often 
distorted versions of events. 
Attempts are afoot to use quasi-
judicial bodies to harass the press,” 
he said. “We have no hesitation in 
asserting that whatever gains of 
democracy we have been able to 
enjoy over the last 15 years it was 
fundamentally due to the vigilant 
role of the free and independent 
media.” Bangladesh would have 
been on a far worse shape other-
wise, he added.

In order to increase the pace of 

growth, Anam said, the country 

obviously needs better gover-

nance, lessening of corruption and 

eradication of poverty among other 

issues. None of these goals can be 

achieved without a free press. 

“If we look around the world, we 

can definitely say that countries 

having relatively less corruption 

are all those that enjoy a high 

degree of free media.” 

Anam said, “Twenty-first cen-

tury is one of immense opportuni-

ties. We in The Daily Star promise 

to bring the latest information 

about all of them to your doorstep.”

Yunus spells out
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opposition men were injured yester-
day.

The police yesterday vandalised 
a podium in Rajbari where a stream 
of the opposition marchers was 
scheduled to hold a rally on its way 
to Dhaka.  

The march from Mymensingh 
also faced police obstruction. The 
law enforcers stopped a number of 
buses carrying opposition men from 
Jamalpur and Sherpur to join the 
march from Mymensingh towards 
Dhaka.

The police were acting as per the 
directives of a high-level home 
m i n i s t r y  m e e t i n g  h e l d  o n  
Wednesday night issued to the field-
level officers to take every measure 
to stop the marchers from reaching 
the capital.

"The consequence of the repres-
sion on people will be serious," 
Leader of the Opposition Sheikh 
Hasina warned the government 
yesterday and called on the march-
ers to break through the govern-
ment resistance and come to Paltan 
Maidan.

Sources said the government 
obstructions and police clampdown 
are forcing the opposition line-up to 
go for a tough agitation programme 
in retaliation that may include a two-
day countrywide hartal this week. 
Awami League (AL) President 
Hasina is likely to announce the 48-
hour hartal in her scheduled speech 
at the post-march rally in Paltan 
Maidan.

A mammoth gather ing is 
expected in Paltan Maidan today in 
the 14-party combine's biggest-ever 
demonstration demanding an 
immediate resignation of the BNP-
Jamaat-led coalition government.

People from almost every corner 
of the country started marching 
towards Dhaka led by senior lead-
ers of the 14-party opposition on 
Tuesday. Braving an orchestrated 
harassment including 'mass arrest' 
and 'transport strike', the marchers 
moved on towards the capital chant-
ing slogans like 'Let's move to 
Dhaka', 'Down with Khaleda' etc. 

As of yesterday evening, one of 
the five streams had already 

reached Savar, two from Comilla 
and Mawa were on way to 
Sonargaon and Keraniganj, one 
was obstructed by the police on way 
to Tongi and the fifth reached 
Narsingdi in part, with the rest trying 
to break through police barricade. 

According to the long march 
c o n t r o l  r o o m  a t  t h e  A L  
Bangabandhu Avenue central 
office, the marches from Narsingdi 
and Sonargaon will enter the city 
through Jatrabari, from Savar 
through Gabtoli, from Tongi through 
Uttara and from Mawa through 
Keraniganj.

Apart from the marchers coming 
from outside, opposition supporters 
in the capital will also gather in 
Paltan Maidan this afternoon. 
Senior leaders of the opposition 
alliance will address the gathering.

The government on Friday night 
issued a press note expressing 
apprehension of a law and order 
slide that would tarnish the country's 
image abroad and bring sufferings 
for people. 

"Any kind of programme that 
creates sufferings and damages 
people's property is against the 
law," the press note issued by the 
home ministry said.

As before, the government has 
resorted to blanket arrest and 
manipulation of the transport own-
ers and workers to foil the 
programme. 

In 2004, before the April 30 
opposition deadline to oust the 
government and after the August 21 
agitation in the capital, the govern-
ment used the same strategy of 
arresting grassroots opposition 
leaders and workers in masses to 
f r u s t r a t e  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  
programmes. 

Again in November last year, 
ahead of the 14-party's grand rally in 
Dhaka, the government master-
minded a countrywide transport 
strike to make the gathering as thin 
as possible.

Thousands ready 
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