150 hurt as
cops fire on
mob demanding
Pir's expulsion

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

At least 150 people were injured as
police opened fire and lobbed tear
gas shells on agitators demanding
expulsion of a Pir from Sunamganj
onTuesdaynight.

Locals said the ‘controversial'
Pir [a cult leader), Maolana Dillur
Rahman, along with 300 compan-

ions ¢ '5inunry 30 checked into
[
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EC pleas to SC
against HC's
observations
STAFE CORRESPONDENT

The Election Commission (EC)
yesterday filed an appeal in the
Supreme Court' (SC) against the
High Court (HC) observation over
preparing ‘controversial' fresh
vater list for the upcoming general

elections.
- The hearing of the appeal will be

heldtoday.
The move came a day after the
SEE PAGE 15 COL 6

If explosives came
across border govt
to take up issue
with that country

PM tells JS

UNB, Dhaka

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia yester-
day told parliament that the gov-
ermment would take up the matter
through apprapriate channel if the
explosives came from a neighbour-
ing country for the recent bomb-
ingsinBangladesh.

"We're examining the recovered
explosives to see from where and
how those came.,, We have seen
some of those came from a neigh-
bouring country; we've seen it in
the newspapers as well. If the
explosives come from aneighbour-
ing country, we will discuss it
through appropriate agency,” she
said.

The prime minister made the
statement in response to a supple-
mentary question of Moazzem
Hossain Alal of the ruling BNP
during the prime minister's ques-
tion hourinthe House.

Alal wanted to know whether
the government would take any
diplomatic initiative since some
recovered explosive materials bear
the geal of a neighbouring country,

Answering another supplemen-
tary from Shamsul Alam Pramanik
(BNP), Khaleda said the govern-
ment has been making all-out
efforts to arrest JIMB chief Shaikh
Abdur Rahman and his patrons, no
matter whoever theyare and what-
everposition theyhold.

"We'll take action under the law
of the land against terrors, who-
ever, and whatever party they
belong to. We've already cleared
our position against them," the
prime ministersaid.

She assured the lawmakers that
those who are patronising Shaikh
Abdur Rahman would' be caught
disregarding their position and
party. ;
Earlier, in reply to a question
raised in the name of Mohammad
Ali Jinnah, the prime minister said
suddenunresteruptedin the coun-
try following the activities by a
misguided quarter using religious
garbs.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 6

AShuganj—Manohardi gas
pipeline trips on failure
to cross Meghna

SHARIER KHAN

The fate of the under-construction
37km Ashuganj-Manohardi gas
pipeline, which is critical to
improving the country's gas sup-

~ply, has become uncertain due to a
Chinese contractor's incfficiency
in laying pipeline across the
Meghna.

China Petroleum Technology
and Development Corporation
(CPTDG), a contractor for
Canadian Niko Resources, recently
abandoned a 1km pipeline of 30-
inch diameterin the river. Now it is
trying to find an alternative instal-

lationsite to finish the jobatits own *

cost, competent sources said.

If it cannot finish the job by
Apnil, the pipeline project may take
anotheryear and an inflated bud-
gettocomplete. Thisalso means an

inevitable and serious gas supply
crisis thisyear, the sources said.

“The chancesare that the project
will be delayed. Because the con-
tractor will have to procure the
pipes from the international market
firsv and then lay the pipeline, said
a source, adding, “In the first place,
crossing the Meghna is a very diffi-
cult task and we should have hired a
morecompetentcontractor.”

Such a pipeline cannot be
installed after April, as the water
level will start to rise and the current
in theriver willbecome increasingly
difficult to face. The best time for
suchajobisthe winter.

On the other hand, another
contractor is expected to complete
laying the 35km pipeline over land
by April. But, if the section of the
pipeline across the river is not laid,

- SEE PAGE 15 COL 1
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14-party 'long
march' begins
today

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Awami League (AL)-led 14-party
opposition alliance begins
marches from different parts of the
country towards Dhaka today for
thelr February 5 mass gathering at
Paltan Maidan in the capital
demanding resignation of the
government.

The processions will begin from

four points today and nine other
places tomorrow.

The 13 processions by buses
and trucks will join in six separate

marches and enterthe city through |

Jatrabari, Tongl, Keraniganj, and
Savar.

Opposition leaders will address 5
the February 5 gathering at Paltan §

Maidan, from where they will

announce their next agitation |

programmes.
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[tineraries of

PM's Pakistan,

India visits
being drawn
REZAUL KARIM

Officials of the foreign ministry and
two Bangladesh missions are
amranging the itineraries of Prime
Minister Khaleda Zia of her two
high-profile visits to Pakistan and
Indiain February and March.

Arrangements of the visits are at
the final stage, but the ministry is
not likely to confinm the dates or
release the itineraries for awhile, a
‘high official of the foreign ministry
told The Daily Star yesterday,

The prime minister will hold
talks on bilateral issues and global
concermns with her Pakistani and
Indian counterparts Shaukat Aziz
and Manmohan Singh, the official
added.
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SECOND EDITION

JUDICIARY. SEPARATION

SC rejects govt's
plea for more time

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

The Supreme Court (SC) yesterday
tumed down againthe government
petition Secking another four
months for the implementation of
the 12-point SC directives on sepa-
rating the judiciary from the execu-
tve,
Expressing resentment over the
state side's repeated plea for time-
extension, the courtasked it not to
put the court into an embarrassing
situation by secking time for no
reason.

This was for the 22nd 'time that
the government sought time-
extension.

The full Appellate Division
bench led by Chief Justice Syed JR

Mudassir Hossain also fixed
February 22 for hearing of a con-
tempt-of-court petition against the
government for its failure to imple-
ment the court directives for the
separation of the judiciary despite
time extension several times,

As Barrister Amir-Ul Islam,
counsel for the judiciary-
separation case, moved the con-
tempt petition, the court pointed
out that the bureaucrats against
whom the contempt-of-court
charge is to be drawn were trans-
ferred from theirposts,

The Supreme Court Bar
Association (SCBA), meantime,
demanded the chicfjustice to draw.
a contempt charge against the
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TIPAIMUKH HYDEL |
Delhi floats tender as
Dhaka fears fallout

. REAZ AHMAD

India has finally floated interna-
tional tender for construction of
the much-talked-about 1,500
megawatt Tipaimukh Hydro
Electric (multipurpose) Project at
the confluence of the Barak and
Tuivai rivers in its castern state of
Manipur amidst heightened fears
in the lower riparian Bangladesh
about its impact on water flow to
the Meghnariversystem. X

The Barak feeds the Surma and
Kushiyara in Sylhet that flow into
the Meghna, one of the three major
rivers in Bangladesh.

India had earlier promised to
provide Bangladesh with the

detailed project report (DPR) of

Tipaimukh before going for its

implementation to dispel the lower
riparian neighbour's concern
about possible diversion of water
from the Barak.

It made the pledge at the last
Indo-Bangla Joint Rivers
Commission (JRC)meeting held in
DhakainSeptemberlastyear,

But the North Eastern Electric
Power Corporation Lid (NEEPCO),
a public sector enterprise under
the Indian ministry of power, has
meanwhile completed the DPR
and started sale of tender papers
yesterday for construction ofthe Rs
6,351 crore Tipaimukh project in 78
months. iy

According to the NEEPCO's bid
announcement, the last date for
sale of tender. documents is
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Ekushey Book
Fair begins

SURANJITH DEABNATH

The month-long Amar Ekushey
Book Fair began yesterday on the
Bangla Academy premises with a
special offer of30 percent commis-
sion for all books, seemingly a
special attraction' for the book-
WOrmns,

The fair commemorating the -

supreme sacrifice of Bangalees
during the LanguageMovement on
February21, 1952 also servesas the
meeting ground of country’'s emi-
nent novel and short story writers,
poets, literary critics, historians,
columnists, journalists and readers
and culturalactivists.

Pritne Minister Khaleda Zia
inaugurated the fair, one of the
most traditional events, that is very
close to the heart of the people of
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PHOTC, SHAWRAT JAMR

Firemon struggle amid darkness to douse fire at Rayerbazar that burnt down hundreds of houses yesterday.

| we help you

keep it green

NAVANA CNG

your intelligent choice @

Standard &g
Chartered &'

%
We bring you InstaBuys @ O for CNG Conversion.

At Skamadiznd) Civantienad], we balieve bigger changes can come with little efforts. In our little effort
tio mates our emvitammmentt mone livesidlie, Standard Chartered Credit Card brings you InstaBuys at
0P iimtenasstt ior comweting youwr car iinte CNG.
Rermanmiber, by using CING as fiusdl in your car, you not only contribute towards a healthier:
aminemment, you cam also save” upto 75% on your regular fuel cost. As partners in this’

campaigm, we have broughtt togetihar the two biggest names in our CNG Conversion industry,

Mananas & Rahimafooz. For dtailis, please vish any of our branches or contact our 24-hour Call®
Crntre at: SOS11STE, 0173 04140019, )

Cies




