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.MPs oppose
pay increase of

PSC members

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Awami League (AL) lawmakers
vesterday opposed the proposed
increase in salaries of the chairman
and members of Public Service
. Commission (PSC) as, they said,
the constitutional body has lost its
integrity for irregular practices by
itstop brasse :

AL lawmakers Abdus Shahid
and AKM Jahangir Hossain gave a
joint note of dissent to this effect at
a meeting of the parliamentary
standing committee on the estab-
lishmentministry.

Held at the Jatiya Sangsad, the
meeting however approved for
passage the Members of the
Bangladesh Public Service
Commission (Terms and
Conditions of Service) Act, 1974
that include among others the
proposals forsalary hike.

Meanwhile, despite being on
the agenda, the promotion policy
in the government services was not
discussed.

Committee Chairman Sardar
Sakhawat Hossain Bakul ended the
meeting hurriedly, citing lack of
quorim as the reason. But the AL
lawmakers said there were three
members when the chairman
adjourned the meeting and three
members [of a 10-member com-
mittee] are enough to make a quo-
rum.

In the note of dissent the oppo-
sition lawmakers said the chair-
man of the PSC and its members
are not [ulfilling their constitu-
tional abligations with honestyand
neutrality. “They have even been
invalved in leaking question paper
50 that the candidates favoured by
the ruling alliance pass the com-
petitive tests for the government
jobs," itsaid.

That is how the genuine and
competent candidates have been
deprived of the government ser-
v_ic!ils-h;_h_t_ﬁlihwmnkers observed.

+ The note says, "Prof Mafuzur
Rahman, a member of the PSC, has

already declared in his constitu-
ency that he will contest the next
parliamentaryelection."

It also noted that defying the
convention for a person holding a
constitutional pest, the current
chairman ZN Tahmina Begum met
prime minister shortly after her
appointment and sought direction
to run the PSC.

Such instances have under-
mined the image of the PSC, it
added.

Committee members State
Minister for Public Works Alamgir
Kabir, KM Anwarul Islam,
Mohammad Ali Jinnah, Zahiruddin
Swapon, Mia Golam Parwar and
State Minister for Finance Abul
Hossain (on behalf of the prime
minister) were present while the
bill proposing salary rise was being
discussed.

But the ruling alliance lawmak-
ers left the meeting just when the
discussion on promotion policy
was aboutto begin, sourcessaid.

"As the government side
became minority in the meeting,
the chair ended it illegally," Chief
Whip of the opposition Abdus
Shahid told reporters after the
meeting. ]

Shahid later called a press con-
ference and alleged thartheannual
confidential reports (ACRs) of the
officers concerned were tampered
with during the recent mass pro-
motion to the rank of deputy secre-
tary.

"Anumberof dedicated officers
have been deprived of promotion
on political considerations,” he
alleged.

Shahid said, "Against 885 posts
of deputy secretary rank, the pres-
ent roll strength rose to 1,325 and
as many as 174 promoted deputy
secretaries were sent back to their
original posts and asked (o serve
there."

He said the government was
politicising the administration to
materialise its blue print to rig the
nextelections.

Greens protest
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Dhanmondi Paribesh Unnayan
Jote (DPUJ) held a protest rally in
front ofthe house on Road No. 11-A
in Dhanmondi.

“The anti-people government is
destroying nature,” said Prof
Serajul Islam Choudhury, who
chaired the rally. "The people have
to unite to resist government plans
to hand public land to commercial
developers instead of using it for
thenation.”

The government had earlier
leased the abandoned house No.30
to the Development of
Biotechnology and Environmental
Conservation Centre (Debtec) for
condueting researchwork.

As the government decided to
build quarters for the staff of Public
Works Department (PWD) on the
land, it asked the Debtec to vacate
the house in 24 hours.

After filing a writ petition, the
Debtee got a three-month exten-
sion, but government workers have

i v cut down two trees on the
land.

Dr Ferdousi Begum, plant bio-

technologistand executive director
of Debtec, warned that the govern-
ment move would affect their
important research and damage
tissues of endangered plants.
"Around 20 families live in every
building in this residential area.
This congestion createswater crisis
and outage and often causes prab-
lems to sewerage system," Sultana
Alam, convenor of DPUJ, told the

')I:he situation worsens during
the rains as dirty sewer water often
submerges theroads,” she said.

She said abandoned plots must
be used for ereating environmental
balance and should not be allo-
cated to private parties,

The speakers at the rally also
asked the government to use the
abandoned property for public
uses likesettingup parks.

Bapa Secretary Mohidul Haque
Khan, Joint Secretary Mihir Biswas,
Dr Mohammad Nuruddin of Seba,
Dr Khaleda Begum of DPUJ, archi-
tect Salma Shafi and representa-
tives of Green Voice, among others,
were present.

Hili land port
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following police atrocities on local
people.

Indian exporters and C&F agents
recently imposed new export rule
- restricting goods carrying in a truck
to 10 metric tons, resulting in losses
for Bangladeshiimporters.
Bangladeshiimporters are count-
ing an additional cost of over Tk
10,000 per truck due to the new rule,
_Slflahllmx Rahman, eInernl SeCTe mr&r
of Bangladeshi mporters an
. C&Fagents' Association said.
"Traders who bring in goods by
nearly 150 trucks daily through the
Hili land port from India are count-
inglossas theyused to bringup to 20
tonnes of goodsin a truck earlier,” he
added.

The traders had been following
the Fmviaus rule since 1987, but a

on of truck-mwﬁng traders at-

Indian Hill arbitrarily the
rule for their own benefit, said
sourcesat Hili.

Several meetings between the
traders of both sides to settle the
issuefailed in recentweeks.,

Government will lose some Tk 80
lnkh daily revenue at Hili port for the
clogure,

The situation at Sonamasjid land
port remained unchanged as Kansat
villagers on the port road are observ-
ing indefinite strike demanding
immediate release of arrested lead-
ersofrural powersubscribers.

The ent is deprived of
arount Tk 50 lakh as daily revenue

from the portwhile onions, fruits and
other perishable goods in 15 go-
downsare beingdamaged.

Police kept their movement
limited within the Palli Bidyut Samity
office, and refrained from removing
theroadbarricades,

"We don't want any more vio-
lence, we are talking to leaders of all

political (Emnies to find a solution”,
said Chapainawabgan
Superintendent of Police Reza
Karim.

Meanwhile, a meeting at the
deputy commissioner’s officer on
Sunday night ended without any
result as the local administration
allegedly influenced by a BNP law-
maker denied the release of three
Kansatleaders.

Leaders of different political
parties present at the meeting
demanded release of the three lead-
ers.

"We can not stay in the area if the
arrestees are not released”, said
Shahbazpur union parishad chair-
man who was assauftc-d a couple of
daysbackby protestors.

Termingthe Kansat tragedy asthe
result of the alliance mment's
anti-people policy, Workers Party
Politburo Member Fazle Hossain
Badsha in a press conference yester-
day dermmanded immecdiate release of
thethree Kansatleaders,

The government released hun-
dreds of militants and Bangla Bhai's
cadres including Mahtab Khamaru,
but they are not releasing the leaders
whao fought for people's demand for
uninterrupted power supply at
cheaperrates, hesaid.

Teenager
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Family sources said Aminur
adopted Pia when she was one-day
old from Lolbaria village in Comilla
after her mother died while giving
birth to twins.

Pia, an O-level student of BIT
School in Gulshan, somehow
learned about her identity last
week and the painful discovery led
her to commit suicide, they added.

Beximco case
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shareholders of QC Container
Lines Limited, filed the case with
the High Court, accusing three
brothers of Salauddin Qader
Chowdhury--Giyasuddin Qader
Chowdhury, Saifuddin Qader
Chowdhury and Jamaluddin Qader
Chowdhury.

It was stated in the case that

Jamaluddin Qader Chowdhury, *

managing director of the CEC
Container Lines Limited and its
directors Giyasuddin Qader

Chowdhury and Saifuddin Qader

Chowdhury had misappropriated
Tk 95 erore of QC Container Lines

Limited by showing additional
fares from its four ships and

siphoning off the money abroad.
Jamaluddin Qader Chowdh
submitted his reply to the Hi

Court stating that Sohel F Rahman

and Salman Rahman have filed the
case by providing false information
to the court. _

Earlier, the High Court bench
fixed January 30 for hearing the
matter.

Barrister Rafique ul Haq will
move for Beximco Holdings while
TH Khan for three brothers of
Salauddin Qader Chowdhury.

Cabinet okays
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allowed the intelligence and law-
enforcement agencies to tap
telephone conversations of any
individual.”

Later, the ordinance was placed
in parliament on the first day of its
20thsession on January 23,

But the government later found
flaws in the ordinance and felt the
urgency of further amendment, as
;h_e_re was no punishable clause in

T

In yesterday's meeting, the
gabinet also endorsed the draft of
the Court Reform Implementation
(complementary provi-
sions)(Amendment) Act 2006 for
extending the timeframe forexecu-
tion of the Court Reform
Implementation Act 2004.

Furthermore, the cabinet
approved the draft of the

‘hittagong Veterinary University
Act 2006 upgrading Chittagong
Government Veterinary College to
a university for “creating and
extending opportunities of higher
education and research in veteri-
nary science®, said an official
announcement.

The meeting okayed the
National Social Welfare Policy to
conduct social welfare activitiesina
“well-planned way” inthe country.

It also approve the draft of the
Birth and Death Registration Act
2006 for amending the Birth and
Death Registration Act 2004.

Paltan OC
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Aziz, Shahbuddin and Salim
Uddoula

Bahadur Mohammad Khan alias
Nipu of Nayapaltan filed the case
against them with the Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate's Court,
Dhaka.

In his complaint, Nipu saida
of robbers on January 15 entered his
housearound 3:30pm and robbed Tk
5 lakh, gold ornaments worth about
Tk3.5lakhand othervaluablesworth
Tk 10 lakh. The gang attacked him,
his wife Minu Begum and their 14-
month-old daughter Shimu. They
alsobrokehiswife'srighthand.

Nipu said the accused SI Alam
wnsrpmsenl: near the spotalong with
his force but did nothing to stop the
robbers. Moreaver, they assisted the
robbers commit the crime and made
arrangements for the robbers'
escapewith theloot.

pu alleged that the accused
even picked him up from the spot
and forwarded him (o the court
Implicating him in a false case. He
said SI Alam told him to vacate the
house as per directions of the OC.
The SI also demanded Tk 20,000 as
toll from him, the complaintalleged.

Following the hearing,
Metropalitan Magistrate Mizanur
Rahman directed the Additional
Inspector General of Police of CID to
take necessary steps against the
accused after an investigation into
thematter.

Ramna blast
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Matiur Rahman, another of his
cousins, was also arrested at
Matuail Uttarpara Nurani moseque.

Swadhin was also placed on a
five-day remand. The police on
April 23, 2001 took him to a court
after the remand. They told the
court he suggested that he was
aware of many things related o
Ramna blasts.

He was sent to Dhaka Central
Jail and was released on bail before
submission of the charge sheet.

Swadhin was selected for the S1
post among others in August [ast
year and local police in Pirojpur
reported in his favour.

On April 14, 2001, 10 people
were killed and about 50 wounded
in a blast at a cultural function at
Ramna Batmul.

Siddhirganj power
FROM PAGE 1

government's willingness to accept
the ADB conditions, the WB has
expressed interest in funding a
second 120 MW unit. A concrete
understanding in this regard will be
reached late next manth.

The Siddhirganj plant site,
located near the Sitalakhya river,
now accommodates another 210
MW unit over a 30-acre area. This
site was chosen for the peaking
plants because of available space
and adequate gas supply facility.

A peaking plant generates
power during the peak demand
hours and such plants are usually
made of 'simple cycle' generators
in which gas consumption is very

high.
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in the rivers along the coastal belt
areas and Teknaf, asked the
Bangladesh Navy and Coastguard to
submit a list of new water routes of
smugglers and an action plan by
today.

The smugglers are now using
small dinghies and engine boats
md‘pi ships so that they can sail

ross the narrow channels with
fertiliser and oil, the National
Committee to Prevent Smuggling
wastold yesterday.

State Minister for Home Affairs
Lutfozzaman Babar, whochaired the
meeting, also ordered all deputy

‘| commissioners (DC) and upazila

nirbahi officers (UNO) ta involve the
gommunity in waging an anti-
smuggling campaign across the
country. The DCs and the UNOs will
sit at least once a week with local
traders and leaders of cross-section
of people to stop the smuggling of oil
and fertiliser. The community
involvement campaign will go on for
threemonths.

Our Bogra correspondent reports
that only 750 tonnes of diesel was
released from the new depot at
Kazirhat, Authorities were trying to
bring fresh consignments of petrol
and octane from Khulna to various
northern destinations by rail wag-
ons.

Our Rangpur correspondent
reportsthat fuel crisisin the northern
districts remained sever making
serious trouble for irrigation in the
borofields.
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Fuel crisis continues

At many places farmers and
vehicle owners were locked in alter-
cation with the fuel dealers when
they found the selling of diesel and

petrol stopped. Most of the filling

stations in these districts remained
closedyesterday.

Bangladesh Petroleum
Corporation (BPC), meanwhile,
hoped that the fuel crisis in the north
would be solved within 24 hours after
the commissioning of the temporary
depotatKazirhat. Butitcould supply
fueltomeet the huge demand.

A large number of tank lorries
from eight petroleum-hungrynorth-

ern districts rushed to Kazirhat

yesterday to procure fuel but the BPC
failed to deliver fuel to the most of
them, said the owner of Balaka Filling
Stationin Rangpur.

Meanwhile, a number of filling
stations, which could reserve fuel,
areselling diesel at higher rate. Petrol
is selling at Tk 48 to 50 per litre while
thedieselatTk3810 40.

The farmers, who need diesel for
irrigation, are in great anxiety for the
fuel crisis.

Energy adviser Mahmudur
Rahman last night told BEC Bangla
Service that he was suspecting the
current situation as an effect of fuel
smuggling,

“In our estimate 50,000 tonnes of
diesél has been withdrawn In the last
four days," he said. "I simply don't
understand where in Bangladesh
such a huge quantity of diesel has
beenused," headded. ;

Meandering tragedy
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hectares of land during 1973-2004
and 12,490 hectares were accreted
during the period.

"Atotal of 1,115 hectares of land
was eroded along the right bank
and 1,490 hecrares on the left bank
of the riverin 2004," Maminul said.
Moreover, 1,442 metres of district
roadsand 5,104 metres of embank-
ments were eroded during the year.

"Erosion was the highest in
Sirajganj (19,250 hectares) and
Kurigram (19,110 hectares) and the
least in Manikganij (5,770 hectares)
and Pabna (3,093 hectares) during
the last31 years,” the morphologist
said referring to the study.

Knut Oberhagemann found
river erosion as major threats to the
country's two major irrigation
projects -- Pabna Irrigation and

i ~Developmeng Project
m; and Mughil.’t‘-‘ﬁhn‘é%uda’

Irrigation Project (MDIP) -- which
helped Bangladesh grow more
cropsonlessland.

“Now we're trying to save these
infrastructures by protecting river
banks fram erosion using low-cast

technology of stacking sand-full
geo-bags," he said.

Erosion has also a strong bear-
ing on the livelihood of thousands
of people in the districts along the
porous 4,000-plus km Indo-
Bangladesh border, experts said.
They also pointed to the ground
reality that erosion on both banks
of the transboundary rivers quite
often creates tension.

In the most recent case,
Bangladesh's border force the BDR
in an amicable settlement with the
Border Security Force (BSF) of
India on Sunday reclaimed the
country's stake on 50 acres of land
at Ramgarh In Khagrachhari. The
land was under disputed posses-
sion for long due to erosion of the
Feni river's bank inside
Bangladesh.

" Tauhidul Anwdt Khln, Wb g

time Member of the Joint Rivers
Commission (JRC), said it is very
much within the mandate of the
JRC to protect vulnerable cross-
boundary river banks both within
Bangladesh and India.

Fuel station owners
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including petrol pump owners,
dealers, distributors, and agents,
among whom 1506 are petrol
pump owners.

Referring to the finance minis-
ter's recent statement on increase
of fuel price, the association presi-
tlent in his written speech said the
pump owners did not keep more
than the approved quantity of fuel.

As per the approval of the gav-
ernment's explosives department,
some pumps can hold up 1o 36
thousand litres of fuel, mainly
diesel, while some have approval
for holding in stock up to 27 thou-
sand litres in the underground
reservoirs.

Admitting the fuel smuggling to
a neighbouring country, Nazmul
Haq said, "To stop smuggling, we
put forward some proposals to the
government but have not got any
response.”

The pump owners proposed
having a provision in place so that
except in case of crisis, petrol
pumps of Dhakawill take fuel from

Dhaka ' depot only, which would
control_movement of fuel tank
lorries and help to prevent smug-
gling.

Referring to the crisis in north-
ern districts, the association presi-
dent asked why the BPC is not
taking initiative to send fuel to
Baghabari depot in North Bengal
by road from Daulatpur,

“Either there is fuel shortage or
the government is not interested to
supply fuel by tank lorries in view of
the higher transportation cost,"
Nazmul Haq said.

Urging the government to
resolve the existing crisis as quickly
as possible, he said they are ready
to extend their cooperation in this
regard.

Among others, M Mohsinur
Rashid, vice president, Al Hajj
Harun Ur Rashid, organising secre-
tary, Rafiqur Rahman Mahmud,
treasurer, Mamun Majumder,
publicity secretary and Redwan
Kabir, executive member of the
association, were present at the
conference.

45 graft cases
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was expected.

The minister told the meeting
that he would talk to the prime min-
ister soon to discuss all the issues
relating to the commission and find
solution to its problems to make it
functional, meeting sourcessaid.

About the internal conflicts
among the ACC members, the minis-
ter said he would visit the commis-
sion and talk to the members to
resolve the differences among them,
He hoped that there would be no
such conllicts by February 7.

The commission formed in
November 2004 remained ineffective
due to the internal conflict over
recruiting manpower for it. Against
this backdrop the ADB convened
yesterday's meeting where all con-
cerned were invited.

The commission is facing mainly
three problems -- not having
required rules, lack of an
arganogram and the problem in
absorbing manpower of the now-
defunct Bureau of Anti-Corruption,
Saifurtold reporters.

The ADB-financed consultant
has already framed the rles and
prescribed an organogram for ACC
and sent those to the Cabinet
Division around two months back,
but the division is yet to give
approval.

"The discussion was to further

activate the ACCwithinashort ime,”
said Justice Sultan, hoping that the
commission w;:]ﬂd soon get the
organogramand rules.

Justice Sultan said two members
of the commission have different
views about filing charge sheets in
graft cases. Member Maniruzzaman
Miah thinks that charge sheets can't
be filed without forming rules while
another member Maniruddin
Ahmed is of the view that it can be
done, added the ACC chairman.

However, he declined to [abel this
situationasa'conflict’.

ADB Country Director Hua Du
said they want to see how all can
work together and make the ACC
functional. Strong commitment of
the government is needed to mave
forward and fight corruption in the
longrun, shesaid.

"Youwill see resultsin the coming
weeks. We have discussed the issues
and worked out the ways and means
how to make the commission fully
operational and more effective,” the
ADB countrydirector added.

The ADB will continueits support
for the commission and there is no
set condition in this respect, Du
mentioned.

High officials of the Prime
Minister's Office, Cabinet Division,
Economic Relations Division, ACC
members and consultants attended
the meeting,

Dollar price
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"Dollar price continues to soar
widening the export-import
deficit. The government was
forced to spend more importing
petroleum products,” said
Khandkar lbrahim Khaled,
managing director of Pubali Bank
Ltd.

The government should look
for alternative ways to manage
funds from foreign banks or
Islamic Development Bank (IDB),
Otherwise, dollar-crisis would
notease, he ohserved.

Trade imbalance during July-
Octaber 2004 was $696 million,
which increased to $739 million
during the same period in 2005.

The commercial banks
opened LCs worth $582 million
for petroleum product imports
during July-October period of
2005-06 financial year. This is
almost a 28 percent or $129 mil-
lion increase from the amount in
the previous year.

Finance and Planning
Minister M Saifur Rahman on
Sunday directed Janata and
Agrani banks to open LCs for
importing petroleum products,
Bangladesh Bank (BB) will issue
over-drafts in US dollar to help
these two banks.

However, no such directive
was given to Sonali Bank as it will
not open any LCs for Bangladesh
Petroleum  Corporation (BPC)
unless the state-run agency
repays the outstanding amount
ofTk 5,500 crore.

These three banks had been
the major suppliers of the green-
back in the inter-bank foreign
exchange market but two of them
have already turned into buyers
and Agrani bank is now selling a
limited number of dollars in the
foreign exchange market.

Deputy secretary
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- Nargis, Yasmeen Sultana, Anis-uz-

Zaman, Shafiqul Karim, Taslimul
Islam, Mofazzal Hossain, Anisul
Hoque and Mazharul Hannan
Khan.

On January 26, 378 senior assis-
tant secretaries (AS) were pro-
moted to the post of Deputy
Secretary (DS). Now the total pro-
moted DS are 384.

Most of these promoted officials
were from 1985 batch. Sources in
the establishment ministry said
these officials’' seniority was con-
sidered-effected from theix date.of
promotion. ©

The Iast time senior assistant
secretaries were promoted to the
post of deputy secretary was in May
2005, when 327 officials were pro-
moted. [n 2003, 493 officials were
promoted to the post of deputy
secretary.

Charge framing
FROM PAGE 16

tribunal Advocate Majibur
Rahman Nantu said trial of this
case must be completed within
135 (90+30+15) days and 19 days
have already passed without any
advance in charge framing.

Court sources said Mamun
and Sultan, the two arrested
accused were produced before
the court at 10:00am, but were
taken back to Barisal Central Jail
within minutes after registering
their presence in the tribunal
amid hard security.

Meanwhile, the court letter
sent to the inspector general of
police requesting to make
arrangements for producing
Abdul Awal and Ataur Rahman
Sunny, other two accused in this
case in police custody in
Dhaka, before this court for fac-
ing charge frame hearing is yet to
bereplied.

Court sources said if Awal and
Sunny are not produced on the
next date, the hearing on charge
framing would be deferred again.

Other four charge sheeted
accused in the case filed under
Explosive Substances Act, Shaikh
Abdur Rahman, Siddiqur
Rahman alias Bangla Bhai, Molla
Omar and Amzad, are abscond-
ing.

Sohrab Hossain, 0OC of
Jhalakati Sadar Police Station and
investigation officer (10) of the
case, said the murder case lodged
in connection with the judges
killing is still under investigation
by Munshi Atikur Rahman,
inspector of criminal investiga-
tion branch.

Voter roll
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voter list undertaken by unilateral
decision of the CEC began on
January 1.

The HC on January 4 disposing
twa wril petitions asked the EC to
revise the existing list. But the EC
Secretariat continued the task,
ignoring the court orders, It also
asked the commission to callimme-
diatelyameeting.

But the CEC convened the
meeting on January 19 after being
sure of majority in the EC with the
appointment of two new election
commissioners.

Already bogged down in contro-
versy, the field level task meantime
continued ata very slow pace with a
number of eminent persons along
with others being left out of the list
ofvoters for the nextelection.
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Jubadal, is using the influence of
his position to arrange release of
his brother. They also alleged that
Bulucame to Ring Road yesterday
moming and sent for the man-
ager of Top Corporation, Azam
Khan, who had filed a case with
the Mohammadpur police sta-
tion after the incident of shoot-
ing. He was sitting in his official
vehicle parked 30 yards away
frum the shawranm As & messen-
ger went to bring Azam out of his
office.

Later in court, Azam submit-
ted a copy of affidavit saying
Motiur Rahman Pintu was not
involved in the shooting. He said
Pintu was not present at the
scene during the January 26
attack on the showroom. He also
said he had no objection if the
court granted a bail to Pintu.

During a visit to the area yes-
terday a number of businessmen
told The Daily Star that garment
factories in the area are the prime
targets of the gang's extortion.
Even the local tea stall owners do
notgetrespite from its clutches.

If anyone dares to deny toll to
the gang, he would either be
attacked or would be forced to
close down his business. Owner
of a private gymnasium on Ring
Road recently closed his business
after the gang had ransacked the
gymnasium about six months
ago,local people alleged.

"The gang first calls its target
and déemands toll saying even
Rab would not be able to harm
them. If anyone refuses they
ransack his business and shoot at
the targeted firm," said a busi-
nessman who had become a
target of the gang a few months
back.

Seeking anonymity a local tea
stall owner said Pintu's men used
to take goods worth Tk 60 to Tk 80
every day from his stall. "The
gangsters threaten us with beat-
ings when we refuse to pay tolls,"
he said.

Though Pintu is the alleged
ringleader of the gang, the gang-
sters used to identify themselves
as men of Nabi Hossain Nabi, an
alleged top criminal in
Mohammadpur area, who is
believed to be hiding in India 1o
evade arrest.

Pintu showed up in the scene
of crime after BNP had assumed
power and his hrother
Barkatullah Bulu was appointed
as the- ptate ~minister for-gom-
merce, said local residents.

His gang members started
extorting the businessmen
around two years ago after Nabi
had gone in hiding.

Shyamoli Club, a local social
club, is the den of the gang from
where they conduct their activi-
ties, local people said.

The gang has been extorting
money from businessmen of
Shyamoli, Adabor, Mohamadpur,
Panthapath and even Karwan
Bazaararea.
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Shyamoli trader'$
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Barkatullah Bulu however
said, "I did not make any phone
callto the police commissioner or
deputy commissionér or the
police station, let alone influenc-
ing the admirﬂstrqﬁ%lo release
my brother." e

He denied the allegation that
he went to meet the plaintiff of
the case or inﬂgu%ad‘ hh%tu
make an affidavit absolving
Pintu. i L N
The Mohammadpur police
yesterday produced Pintu before
the court of chief metropolitan
magistrate in Dhaka with a for-
warding report. 1 )

In the report the investigation
officer (I0) of the case said the
investigation reveals that the
accused was involved in the
incident of shooting at the show-
room and ransacking of four
vehicles. So, he should be con-
fined in jail, as he needs to be
remanded in future.

The court scheduled further
hearing on the bail petition to be
held today and ordered to send
Pintu to Dhaka Central Jail.

Meanwhile, a Dhaka court
yesterday did not take cognisance
of a petition filed by a lawyer on
behalf of the Pubali Bank Limited
to show Motiur Rahman Pintu
arrested in two other criminal
cases in which he had been
abscondingso far.

The court of chief metropoli-
tan magistrate (CMM) had earlier
issued a warrant of arrest against
him in connection with the two
cases filed against him for not
paying Tk 10 lakh that he had
owed to the bank.

Advocate Muzahidul Islam
submitted the petition for show-
ing Pintu arrested in the two
cases to the court of Metropolitan
Magistrate MA Salam.

But the magistrate did not take
cognisance of the petition as
Pintu's arrest was in connection
with adifferent case.

According to the complaints of
ane of the two cases, Pintu took a
loan of Tk 10 lakh from the Pubali
Bank's Imamganj branch in 2004
and 2005 under the name of a
company, M/S Electrofair.

He gave 10 cheques to the
bank on different dates but the
cheques were dishonoured due to
insufficient money in his bank
account, Later nnInnuaxy'l!lgnd
September 22 last year, the bank
sent two legal notices to Pintu
asking him to pay the money
within 16.days from date of
receiptofthe notices.

He received the notices on
January 25 and September 26 but
did not pay heed to them. Later,
the bank filed the cases against
Pintu with the CMM's court on
March 1 and December 24 last
year.

The court then summoned
him buthe did not appear before
it on the scheduled dates on
January 5 and May 9. So the eourt
issued a warrant of arrest against
him.

Hamas govt
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end up aiding terrorist elements,
Israeli Minister Ehud Olmert
announced yesterday.

"It must be made very clear, we
arenot going to transfer fitnds which
could finance fterrorist attacks
against our civilians,” Olmert said on
publicradio.

Two hundred million shekels (35
million dollars) were due to be
handed over to the Palestinian
AuthorityonWednesday.

In fresh violence about 30
Palestinian policemen stormed the

arliament building in Gaza City on
onday, firing in the air, witnesses

Europe urges
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agencyandalsotous,” said Solana.

The35-nation board of governors
of the UN watchdog Intermational
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) is to
discuss an EU demand to send
Tehran before the UN Security
Council for possible punitive mea-
sures,

The United States and the EU fear
[ran is using a nuclear programme it
says is peaceful to hide secret atomic
weapons development.

ut Russia and China, veto-
wielding members of the Security
Council and with extensive trade ties
to Iran, arereluctant tobackimmedi-
ate UN action, with Moscow saying
diplomacy needs more time.

Iran argued that talks with Russia
on a potential compromise needed
"moretime”.

"Our position is very clear. We will
not back down," government
spokesman Gholam Hossein Elham

"But the ent can, in the
fmmmmkugadecin:edandm t-

able policy, examine the slan
proposal. We can negotiate on the
mannerofitsapplication,” hesaid.

Moscow proposes that the pro-
cess of enriching uranium into fuel
be conducted in Russia as a way of

ing Iran from acquiring bomb-
ng technology while guarantee-
ingitsaccesstonuclearenergy.

US Secretary of State
Condoleezza Rice told reporters
Sunday: "The Russian proposal has
beenonthe table for quite some time
and it's interesting that the Iranians
have beencxpressm&mamr interest
the closer we get to the vote to go to
the Security Council."

"I think that says something
about how really interested the
[ranians are in the Russian pro-
posal,” Rice said. :
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said.

The officers closed the gates
behind them, and some climbed
onto the roof. [twas notimmecdiately
clearwhytheytookaverthe bullding.

Hamas, or the Islamic Resistance
Movement, won a decisive majority
in last week's Palestinian I
elections. The group, has
political and militant wings, will now
take a large role in g the
Palestinians. The makeup of the new
govemmentisnotclear,  °

The Islamic militants, who car-
ried out dozens of suicide bombings
:u*u!i1 tsijeek Israel's ds:stmml-ct{f:anad haivﬁ
sal oppose peace
nmdisgi:m? raelrefuses to deal with
Hamas. 4

Hamas' unexpected electoral
victory raised questions about the
future of the peace process between
the Palestinians and [srael, and how
the United States can influence such
efforts or help impoverished
Palestinians.

es
"We're going to review all of our
assistance programmes, but the
rinciple here is we can't
have funding forano nthat
holds those views just itisin
government," Rice said.

The US, Europe and Israel list
Hamas as a terrorist organisation;
various Arab governments have
contactwith the group.

"It is important that Hamas now
will have to confront the implica-
tions of its covenant if it wishes to
govern,” Rice said. "That becomes a
primary consideration in anything
thatwedo."

It is not clear that all European
nations or the United Nations would
cut off aid, let alone Amb govem-
m:emuthakdt:m:-ltl.lax .wh L

"I just think anyone who
devoted to trying to bring Middle
Eﬁpmbemmmm
0

goal, Ricesaid. 1

US aid is a small part of the $1.6
billion annual budget of the
Palestinian Authority.

About $1 billion comes from
overseas donors more than half of
that from European nations. The rest
is a mix of funds from international
donor agencies, Arab and Asian
governments, and the US, which
gave $70 million in direct aid to the
Palr:stimam\uﬂmﬂ%!utym

S«:pa.rau:l%':l the US spent $225
million for humanitarian projects
through the US Agency for
International Developmentlastyear,
and gave $88 million for mfﬁ;
assistance. (AR AFP)
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