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(GULISTAN-JATRABARI FLYOVER

SM-'KM}SAR'ISLAM

Dﬂicmls said thatthework on the
Gulistan-Jatrabari flyover might
start within a few months if the
project authority gets the final
report on feasibility of its con-
struetion, by February without
relocating and reinstalling the
existing heavyutility servicelines
and connectionsin the area.

The project authority has
found/that it is possible to con-
struct the flyover keeping the
utility service infrastructures
intact, informed Ashiqur
Rahman, project director (PD)
Gulistan-Jatrabari flyover, saving
atleastTk.150 crore.

Th: ambiguity regarding
relocation’ and reinstall utility
services of Dhaka Water and
Sewerage Authority (Wasa),
Dhaka electricity Supply (Desa),
Titas Gas, Bangladesh Telegraph
and Telephone Board (BITTB)
and many other service provid-
ers has been resolved as the
flyover authorities have decided
to construct the flyover without
moving the existing infrastruc-
tures. |

Thel16-pillar fiyover will now
be constnicted, locating its pil-
lars at spots where no utility
pipes or connection lines are
located.

"Our survey shows the possi-

bility of building the flyover
without relocating or disturbing
any of the utility service infra-
structures. We will set up the
pillars of the flyover at the near-
est free spot," said Ashiqur
Rahman, project director (PD)
Gulistan-Jatrabari flyover.

Following the estimated bud-
get of around Tk. 160 crore from
various utility service providers
in the city, a committee was
formed to crosscheck their
demands.

Itwas revealed to the commit-
tee that relocation of the heavy
Wasa infrastructure in the area
would not be cost effective, and
concluded that the solution
would be to relocate the flyover
pillars,

"We have seen from the field
survey that it is possible to con-
struct the proposed flyover keep-
ing the existing infrastructure of
the area intact,”" said Prof Dr
Mohammad Ali Mortuza, Vice
Chancellor (VC), Buet and con-
venerof the committee.

"It would be wise to have an
emergency budget of Tk 8 10
crore to meet any damages to
pipes or cable lines during the
time of construction,” said Prof
Mortuza, adding that the com-
mittee would submit their report
in the firstweek of February.

Utility service providers in the

easibility report

city are relieved and happy with

the decision of not disturbing.

theirnetwork.

"Relocating of utility estah-
lishments would waste mini-
mum of two years and cause alot
of sufferings to the citizens and
users of our network,” said Nurul
Haque, chief engineer Dhaka
Wasa.

The constmclion ofthe7.5km
long flyover, the longest of its
genre in the country was sup-
posed to start in June last year,
The deadline could not be met
because of the debate between
the project office and wutility
service providers regarding
relocating ofinfrastructure.

Project officials said the con-
struction of the flyover would
start as soonaspossible.

"With the soil testing complete
and the problem of relocating
utility infrastructure solved;, we
will start the construction as soon
as we receive the report from the
committee," said the PD,

\Dhaka City Corporation
(DCC) and Belhasa-Accom and
Associates Ltd, a joint UAE-
Canada-India venture will con-
struct the third flyover of the
country -~ the first flyoyer in the
country under private invest-
ment,

According to the agreement
with DCC,; Bangladeshi Orion,

UAE's Belhasa and India's
Accom will complete the project
within a maximum period of 36
months on Built Own' Operate
and Transfer (BOOT) basis.

The constructor of the flyover
will own and operate the flyover
for 24 years and afterwards will
handover theownership to DCC.

Unlike the other flyovers in
the city, commuters will have to
pay a tall to ply through the fly-
over, The rates for using the fly-
overhave been fixed. Amotorcy-
cle will have to pay Tk 5, a CNG
autorickshaw -- Tk 10, a car -- Tk
35, ajeep -- Tk 40, a microbus --
Tk 50, a minibus -- Tk 100 and a
trailer--Tk200, i

The DCCwill get afive percent
share of the profit from the
income of the flyover without
making any financial invest-
ment.

The flyover that will be con-
structed at a total estimated cost
of TK 706 crorewillhave 13 ramps
and six entrances with fourlanes
oneitherside.

Starting from the Nawabpur
road and Fazle Rabbi road inter-
section, the alignment follows
Saheed Fazle Rabbiroad keeping
Gulistan Garden, Bangabhaban
and Rajdhani market on the left
side and intersect with the
Hatkhola road at Tikatuli inter-
section.

jams around the area.

Gulistan-Jatrabari flyover is expected to dramatically reduce traffic

MURDER OF TRADERS IN MIRPUR

Families under cons

TAWFIQUE AL
Family members of the two
Mirpur traders who were killed

" by extortionists recently are in

extreme fear as the perpetrators
continue to threaten them regu-
larlywith death,

“Shahadat, one of the master-
minds of my brother's murder, is
threatening me over mobile
telephone to kill me and my
children and blow up my house
with grenade,” said Kazi
Afrozuddin, younger brother of
slain trader Aftabuddin Ahmed.

"Shahadat also asked me to
stop pursuing the murder case,”
Afroztold Star City.

He said Shahadat had threat-
ened to kill their family members
when Aftab was undergoing
treatment at the city's Shamorita
Hospital. Shahadat last time
called him on January 13. "The
situation is so grave that we may
have to quit the country,” Afroz
said,

‘Four children of the family,
three of Afroz and one of
Aftabuddin, stopped going io
school in fear since Aftabuddin
succiimbed to his bullet wounds
oni Detember 28.

Armed assailants gunned
down Aftabuddin, general secre-
tary of the traders' welfare asso-
ciation of Muktabangla
Shopping Complex, inthe mormn-

ing of December 25 just 20 yards
awayfrom hisresidence in block-
Ein Mirpur Section-2,

A case has been filed with
Mirpur Police Station accusing
18 people including Shahadat in
connection with the murder.

Aftab's family members said a
gang of criminals that included
Shahadat, Khorshed and Azam
carried out the murder as he
refused to pay toll to the gang led
by Osman, a notorious extortion-
ist and real estate businessman,
theysaid.

"The police can arrest the
killers if theywant. It depends on
their sincerity,” said
Aftabuddin's younger sister

Baby. "It is not understandable

how and why the perpetrators
are still' at large when Mirpur
police are very well aware pf the
criminals’ position.”

"What kind of a country is it
where killings go on one after
another while killers stay at
large,” resented Aftab's elderly
mother, who has been deadened
in griefsince herson's death,

The same gang led by
Shahadat killed Jahangir Alam,
son of Aftab's elder sister Firoza
Begum, about one year ago,
familymembers said.

An official of Mirpur police
said that they have arrested four
including the prime suspect
Osman and the case has been

transferred to Rab-4 for further
investigation,

"The difficulty in arresting the
criminals lies in the fact that they
useachain ofvarious commands
in committing a crime and the
masterminds never come to
light," he said. "Actually, we have
notfound anyone whois readyto
recognise Shahadat."

KaziMd Shahidullah, owner of
Prince Group and general secre-
tary of the traders' association of
Shah Ali Co-operative Market,
was killed by the same group
aroundfive months back.

The group is killing Mirpur
traders one after another but the

ant threat

law enforcers have not been able
arrest the culprits, said Kazi
Belal, younger brother of
Shahidullah.
~"lt can't be acceptable thatthe
police administration is unable
to arrest such identified crimi-
nals,”" Belal said. "The case of
Shahidullah murder can never
be resolved unless and until
Shahadat and Azam are caught.”
Shahidullah's family sources
said they had prayed to the
higher authorities for transfer of
the case either to the Criminal
Investigation Department or to
the Detective Branch as per a
verbal discussion with the state

Mirpur traders brought out a procession with the body of Aftabuddin,

gunned down by armed assailants at the end of December.

minister for home affairs in
Novemberlast.

The police took two months to
say that the case could not be
transferred as they did not
receive anyformal instruction.

Shahidullah's family wrote

once again to the state minister

forhis directive aweek ago.
"Reason behind such procras-

tination on the part of police is

notunderstandable, " said a close

relative of Shahidullah, "We still
receive threats of dire conse-
quencesifwe pursuethe case.”

An official of Mirpur police
said two out of seven arrested in
connection with Shahidullah
murder have made confessional
statement under section 164,
naming 10to 12 peopleincluding
Shahadat and Azam who are the
masterminds.

Deputy Commissioner of west
zone of Dhaka Metropolitan
Police (DMP) Kohinur Mian
admitted that it is natural for the
familiesto haveresentmentsifthe
culpritsare notputbehindbars.

"Butit is also a fact that police
can not nab the criminals,
though theyareidentified, if they
go into hiding," Mian said. he
added that the same gang was
involved in both Shahiduallah
and Aftabuddin murders.

Exploitation of modern tele-
communication facilities by
criminals in passing information

creates a potential problem for
police in tracking them down, he
said, police have not made as
much progress in Aftab murder
case asinthe Shahidullah case.

Following consecutive mur-
ders of the two leading traders,
leaders and common business-
men of Mirpur refrain from talk-
ing about the activities of the
extortionists in fear of similar
fate, 4

"Anyone who dares to speak
against the extortionists will lose
hislife," said the president of one
of the traders' associations.
"Noneissafehere."

According to business leaders
and common traders of Mirpur,
at least 20 people including five
traders were killed by the
Shahadat group over the last
three years. Shahadatisknownas
a leader of Mirpur Chhatra
League, theysaid,

"Osman, an influential man in
real estate business, has master-
minded many of the murders in
Mirpur including those of
Chandan and ward commis-
sioner Mister," said a resident of
Block-E, seeking anonymity. "He
spends a great deal of money to
manage police.”

The gang of Shahadat,
Khorshed and Azam rose in the
crime world of Mirpur under the
patronage of 'Dish' Shahin and
Osman, he said.

Free calls —

FazuL Kiian Taniv

Mi.xed reacuons from young
subscribers and parents on
Bangladesh Telecommunica-
tions Regulatory Commission's
(BTRC) action asking all mobile
phone operators to discontinue
free-call facilities at night were
voiced at a survey conducted by
the Star City.

“] watch my 18-year old son
glued to his mobile phonelate at
night. It was an obsession and
we were greatly disturbed by his
habit,” said Habibur Rashid, at
50-year old parent.

This is a reaction of just one
parent.

The Star City conducted a
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survey of 30 people within the
age group of 18 to 55 years; 18
full heartedly agreed with the
decision; seven were against
while five were confused and did
notknowwho tosupport.

Golam Ahmed, 42, another
parent did not agree with the
decision.

“What BTRC did was unethi-
cal. It depends on how one
raises his child, and control any
wrong doing,” he said. “I agree
that a five-to-six hour conversa-
tion especially at night is harm-
ful to health. But at the same
time the free talk-time facility
was a great opportunity for
businessmen who communi-
cate across the country,” he

good or bad:

added

BTRC high officials said that
they asked all five operators to
discontinue free-call facilities
as the regulatory commission
received numerous com-
plaints from guardians and
others that this facility was
causing ethical degradation
and change in lifestyle among
young people.

The complaints stated that
the free late-night call facility
encouraged their children to
talk to friends, which hampered
theirstudies.

They also said that the chil-
dren slept through the day to
make-up for the irregular sleep-
ing hoursatnight,

A

This attitude resulted in chil-
dren becoming zombies, and
especially in the case of boys,
adult--rated conversations with
girls upset parents of both par-
ties.

“My younger brother has
Become ill in the last few days
resulting from irregular sleep
and meals at odd times,” said a
35-year-old businessman
Ahmed Mustafa.

Other residents voiced con-
cern about the recent bomb
attacks, They said the free calls
facilitated communication
between absconders and helped
in conducting tutorial sessions
in making explosives., They

agreed that the BTRC decision

¢

wasappropriate,

Amena Rahim, a housewife,
said that BITRC came up with
this decision right at the time
when the mobile communica-
tion was getting better and
broader,

“When I was resident student
in Australia, free talk plans
between the same network from
9:00 pm till 7:00 am existed. No
irregularities. were found then
and the student studied prop-
erly, If they could, why can't
we?"shequeried.

“It depends on how responsi-
ble people are. Parents should
be blamed for opposing healthy
relationships between boys and
gitls and deprive children of

friendly movement among
themselves. Such restrictions
tempt children to indulge in
misuse of the free talk-time,”
Amenah said, adding that the
free talk plan was used o dis-
cuss studyrelated topics.
Meanwhile, a practicing
psychiatrist Gulzar Ahmed from
Badda said the number of
patients were increasing,
“Unbalanced sleep and irreg-

ular food timings are cause for

young boys and gitls to be psy-
chologically affected and need
the guidance of doctors. Most of
them complained of going
blank, dizziness in the class-
room and even attacks of faint-
ing," hesaid.

But 20-year-old Ahraf Mahfuz
thought the decision had no
bearing,

“I do not think that the young
generation will stop their late
night conversations. We will
find other ways of communica-
tion," hesaid.

Asif Igbal, AKTEL's Head of
Marketing, said although the
free talk plans suffered from this
decision, still they will abide by
BTRClaw.

“We promised olr customers
that we will provide this exclu-
sive service till March but it had
to stop by end of January. We
were trying to make communi-
cation better for everyone. But
since it's an instruction from

:

BT[IC. we will definitely faIlow
it," he said.

“A knife can be used both to
carryout surgery to save life and
at the same time used for harm-
ing. We have tolook at the posi-
tive side of the knife and con-
centrate on how it can be used
effectively. Every element has its
pros and cons and the result will
depend on the user” Igbal
added. '

Yaemin Bakth, Grameen
Phone's General Manager said
they were surprised by BTRC's
decision. "In' a compétitive
market, all customers benefit by
such deals, and it was offered ta
the millions of subscribers
Grameen has," hesaid:

‘.




