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watercolour and mixed media titled
Introspection, is on at the Bengal Gallery,
says, “lcameinto the field of fine arts on my own
volition, but I did get the economical support of
my family. My inspiration to work freelance at
full pitch can be traced to the Liberation War,
The war has a profound effect on my subjects
and style." Swapan continues, *I believe in art
for art's sake. I've tried 'to portray the war that
took place 35 years ago, as well as the socio-
political upsurges. I'malso influenced, like most
modern artists are, by the beauty of nature
around me, and some lyrical forms, even though
I'simplify my subjects. 1 blend my feelings and
vision with nature found inmy environment.”
Whenitcomes to human forms, Swapan does
not paint the entire image but perhaps the nose
or the lips, along with otherimages. Thus to the
viewer, theitems on the paperorcanvas appears

S WAPAN Cowdhury, whose exhibition of

like new forms. He values forms and texture a .
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or similarity.
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great deal. He was notafter photographic reality

Asked about his guides at the Institute of Fine
Arts Dhaka University, Swapan says that his
teachers, Mohammed Kibria, Hashem Khan,
Rafiqun Nabi and Abul Baset encouraged and
egeed him on. The works of the renowned
modern artists of the West such as Modrian,
Modigliani, Picasso and Klee also went into
molding his vision and style, although not
consciously. He was also influenced by Indian
artist Somnath Hor, “It's impossible to say that
I've reached this level without the impact of
artists of world fame,” Swapan says.

The present solo exhibit at the Bengal Gallery
has 61 paintings on hand-made paper. He says
that he loves working on' paper “as it has a
surface thatone can play on; one may twist and
turn it, fold it, burn or tear it and make some-
thing interesting for the viewer after having
treated itin whatever manner desired.”

Dwelling on choice of bright hues in the East,
as a contrast to the prevailing penchant for
subdued colours in the West, Swapan says the
colours are the same and itis light reflected oniit
that gives it the startling vermilion, turquoise
blue, jade green and snow white. “There is not
much colourvariation inwhatwe see around us.
The changes in colour are there in the mind and
heart. 1t is light, which is vital to us. The sunwill
always be red while the sky will be blue through
the ages. The selection of colour lies in the
artists' mind. The well-known colours sce a sea
change in the presentations in the paintings.”
Since there are romantic elements in Swapan's
works, he's kcpl his hues soothing and
appealing.

Swapan also runs a school for painters called
Nandan, at Dhanmondi. He has recently retired
from government service and now paints with
unsurpassed dedication.

Kidman named UN
goodwill ambassador

Actress Nicole Kidman was
appointed a goodwill ambassa-
dor last ‘Ihursdny for a UN
mi,anu.']tmn that fights for
women!arights,,

“I have been given mﬂﬂy.
many blessings in this life, and
so much of it is about now, a
time and a place about giving
back,” Kidman said.

In her work for the UN
Development Fund forWomen,
or UNIFEM, Kidman said she
hopes to focus attention on
violence againstwomen.

Noeleen Heyzer, head of
UNIFEM,; called Kidman “a gift
because she willuse her visibil-
ity, hervoice, her connections.”

Heyzer said there had been
some progress for women but
said, "Progress is too slow when
we look just at the range of vio-
lence that has affected women's lives, be itrape, be it abuse in the household,
trafficking, because oftraditional practices.”

Kidman will start her work in a few weeks by traveling with UNIFEM to
“educate herself” to hearfirsthand fromwomen about the problems they face.

Her possible stops include Sudan, the Democratic Republic of Congo,
Afghanistanand Liberia.

Kidman said it was her own “passion toward helping women” that
motivated her to first call the United Nations and said she hoped it would
“resultinlifelong commitment.”

Source: inlernel

Oprah rips author into
A Million Little Pieces

CNN, Chicago

Last Thursday author James Freyadmitted he lied and embellished events
about himself and other characters in his hesl-sul!ing book about sub-
stanceabuseandrecovery.

“I made a mistake,” he told Oprah Wmfrw dunng Thursday's show. “I
made alotof mistakes in writing the book and promoting the book.”

Didyoulie ordid you make a mistake? “Ithink probablyboth,” he said.

Winfrey, whose endorsement ofA Million Little Pieces turned intoitinto
one of the top-selling books of 2005, retracted her support of the author,
saying she felt “conned” by him. “It's embarrassing and disappointing for
me,” the talk-show queen said.

And even while Frey admitted altering information thathe presented as
facts, he maintained his bookisa memoir.

“Idon't thinkit's a novel. I still think it's a memoir” he said. “I don't feel
like I conned you. Istill think the bookis about drug addiction and aleohol-
ism and no one is disputing that 1 was a drug addict and an alcoholic, and
it's about the battle to
overcome that.”

Among the facts he
admitted to embel-
lishing: he was jailed
for only a few hours,
not 87 days; and each
character in the book
wasn't wholly repre-
sented.

Winfrey also
apologised to viewers
for calling CNN's
Larry King two weeks
ago and lending her
supportto Frey.

9th Int Film Fertival Dhaka
Moving messages in Madur

and Maqgbool

FAYzA HAQ

Madur and Maglbool were both screened at the 9th
Internationa Film Festival Dhaka recently. Jayashree
Bhattacharya, the director of Madur (The Mat) said
that her film included actors from both Bangladesh
and India, such as Raisul Islam Asad and Bibhash
Chakrabarty. Quite a few of the 30 cast members are
theatre artistes like Manisha Adak (the lead actress)
and Pijush Ganguli. She had made a name for herself
with films such as Chilekothar Shipaiin Kolkata.

"When I read Utpal Sarkar's screenplay, which had
thestory-line by me,” said Bhattacharya,

“I'thought of the actors' personalities to match the
cast. [ gotto know RaisulIslam Asad in 1998 when I was
assisting Buddhodeb Das Gupta in Uttara (vhich was
also included in the festival). When Lasked him to work
with me, he in turn invited me to Dhaka along with my
script. Sitting in Hotel Rajmoni in January 2005, he
promptly agreed and we began working on the film
withoutfurtherado."

The plot, as Bhattacharyasaid, presents the simple
story of a family tradition of mat weaving in a little
village. The poverty-stricken protagonist makes a mat
slowly by hand, failing to meet the demands of the go-
between, The wife (Amina) of the mat weaver is
determined to convince the clever go-between, and
in the process develops a weakness for him. She is
also besetwith the dilemma of whether to modermnise
the mat weaving process. Thus the socio-economic
theme is present as the plot unfolds. Through the
film, the director depicts how an artisan makes
sacrifices to resist the lure of modernisation and
industrialisation,

Irrfan Khan and Tabu in Magboo/

Raisul Islam Asad (R} with co-actors in Madur

Asked to speak about her interest in filmmaking,
Bhattacharya said that she started her caréer with
theatre along with Asok Mukharjee and Bibhash
Chakraborty in 1991, Then she went into the National
School of Drama in Delhi, in the children's wing in
Theatre in Education (TIE) for over three years, and
assisted Buddhodeb Dasgupta, Ritupurno Ghosh and
others. She went into direction, as she puts it, for
economic reasons, as she couldn't find'a scope in
acting:

So far she has directed five films including Noey
Chhoey, Chilekothar Shipai, Chaunchir and Madur
Director Anwar Jamal persuaded herto enter Madurin
the recent film festival in Dhaka organised by Rainbow
Film Society. "I wanted to reach out to the viewers of
Bangladesh and1've enjoyed every bit of my stay here,"
she said. After this the film travels to France and
Norway, Her documentary, Voice of Monimalahaswon
anaward in Norway.

Puja Bedi, co-maker of Maghbool which drew'a
packed house at the Public Library recently, said the
she was here also with a German film in Bangla,
Shadows of time, which was done in Kolkata, with a
German  co-producer, Bavaria Film. Magbool, she

‘explained, is an adaptation of Shakespeare's Macberh,

set in the Mumbai underworld. The film premiered at
the Toronto Film Festival and has been taken to over 30
film festivals including the ones in Berlin, Marakesh
and Goa. "It's an honour forus to bringit to Dhaka, The
story-line involves the aging underworld don, Abbaji,
his young mistress Nimmi, and Magbool, an ambitious
gangster, who wins overthe beautiful seductress,” she
said.

Dwelling on her career in the filmworld, Puja Bedi
said, "I've begun in films for the channel Kaleidescope
Entertainment. I'm representing the filmmaker, Bobby
Bedi, with Electric Moon, Bandit Queen and Fire. She
and her co-producers continued with Sathiya She said
that she has been assisting Bahby Bedi for over Ill
yLars. : i F s BoN

Bengal Gallery of Fine
Arts recently organised
an exhibition of paint-
ings by underprivi-
leged children of the
child rights unit, Ain O
Shalish Kendra at the
Royal Orchid restau-
rant in Gulshan. The
exhibition titled
Language of Joy was
Inaugurated by child
neurclogist Dr Naila
Khan. Artist Abul
Barok Alvee and Naila
Khan are seen along
with the child artists at
the exhibition.
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News Bulletin

News Headiines (Bangla) al Bi55
am.12:10 pm. 2:00 pm. 3:00 pm. 4:00
pm. 7:00 pm.

News (Bangla) al 8:00 am 1:00 pm.5:00
prm.8:00 pm.

News (English) 81 3:00 pm. 10:00 pm.
Late Night News (Bangia and English)
11:30 pm.

CHANNEL-i

JNews (Bangla) al 7:15 am. 8:00am,

2:00pm, 7:00pm, 9:00pm, 10:30pm,
12:15am. ;

Tolecas! of BTV news (Bangla and
Enghsh) at11:30 pm.

ATH BANGLA

News (Bangla) at 7:00 am.10:00am.
2:00 pm. 7:00 pm. 10:00 pm, 11pm.
Nows (English) 8:20am, 7:00pm
Telecast of BTV News (Bangla and
Engish) at11:30 pm.

Lalest Nows (Bangla) at 9:00 a.m,10:00
am, 11:00 am.1:00pm.3:00 pm.
4:00pm.6:00 pm and 8:00 pm.

niv

News Haadines (Bang'a) at10:00 am,
12:00 am, 6:15 pm. 8:30 pm.

Nows (Bangla) 7:30 am. 2:00 pm. 5:.00
pn.7:30 pm.10:30 pm.

Telocas! of BTV News (Bangla and
Enghsh). at11:30 pm,

TARA BANGLA

Nows Hoalines (Bangl) ot S:30pm. 730 pm.
TamNows {Bangla) at 8:30 pm. 11:30 pm.
Tara News Bangladesh (Bangla) at 8:30
pm.

EBC WORLD
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RomijerAyna
Onntvat08:25 pm
Genre; Drama Serial

Cast: Tinni, Babu, Md Shoeb

Vanity Fair
OnHBOat9:30 pm
Genre: Comedy
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Cast: Raese'c'-'ltharspoon Gabriel Byma
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