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}\Project plunges
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S fompetent mining company (o
finish the task. Otherwise, the
. lpsses will continue to mount and
" the project will need heavy rein-
stment.
* | The latest conflict started on
« November 6 last year when two out
~vof four wires of a lift snapped. At
gethat time, the lift was loading hard
ck at a depth of 1,100 feet. The
ck was being delivered to the lift
ing a scope-shuffle and a con-
Veyorbelt.
" The MGMCL then suspended
":ﬂllmlningwmk.
. Soon afterwards, the MGMCL
authoritiessfgund that the mine's
gh powered water pump was also
ultyandhasbecomeunusable.
In such a situation, Namnam
paired the water pump. But

;‘ 'ﬁetrnbnngla naturally asked
5,

amnam to install a brand new
Spump, which the company
i+ declined. In several meetings later,
'1:_ strobangla asked Namnam to
Sgplace the faulty pump by import-
Mg anewoneas such pumps are
* motavailable in the country, But the
‘company's response has been
. megative.
;._' - The mine was financed under a
sogrossly flawed supplier's credit
~«acheme signed during the previous
; P government's tenure. The
i an never came to Bangladesh and
E jbie project work began after
Petrobangla made a down pay-
' mentand started “paying back” the
« loan three years of signing of the
‘eontract, sources mentioned.
. % Petrobangia is now raising
questions about the quality of all
alh& installed machinery.
% The présent situation has also
reated uncertainty about the
‘waervices of 322 mine workers,
.:}:ﬁm’p!oycd earlier in line with the
¢ previousdeadiines,
_ The mining project originally
" outlined a total cost of Tk 650 crore,
spbut Namnam only kept on killing
@l%nﬂ and depending on receiving
S Pétrobangla’s “repayment” of the
w.q thatwas never disbursed.
& W As the government was stuck
. with sueh a huge project, it had to

*
|}

extend the time limit and increase
the project cost. But all it received
was repeated assurance from the
company that the mining project
wouldstart production somecay.

The 'legal' extension of time
limit for Namnam expired in June
last year. As the project is still to be
completed and there is no
approved legal framework for a
fresh extension of time limit,
Namnam sought a Tk 9- crore two-
year “expert service” to finish the
work. Despite serious anomalies,
Petrobangla once again gave it a
September deadline for commer-
cial operation and then a
November deadline,

Meanwhile, the project authori-
ties have completed surface infra-
structures like railway track for
transporting hard rock, office
buildings, underground pump
station, skip hoisting tower and
truck weigh-bridge.

Namnam officials admitted that
the company could not complete
the task due to fund crunches and
they are not sure when they can
hand over the mine to Petrobangla.
But they declined to say anything
about poor quality equipment.

Despite repeated attempts,
Namnam Project Director Kimm
Hui Chun, and Managing Director
Richungi could notbe contacted.

Managing Director of
Madhyapara Granite Mining
Project MA Rois Siddique said
production from the mine totally
depended on Namnam. “We are
waiting for them to hand aver the
mine to us,” he said. But he
declined to say when that would
happen.

Annoyed at Namnam's perfor-
mance, MGMCL officials said they
cannot at all rely on its commit-
ment. The remaining 10 percent
work of the project should take
three to sbemonths to complete but
the company is so incompetent
that it might never be able to com-
pletethejob.

Around 1.65 million tonnes of
granite are likely to be extracted
from the mine annually, The pro-
jectwilllast46 years,

sFuel dearer in dists
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ck has dried up. Many motor
hicles could not e brought qut of
e
m of Birampur upazila in
R td" draw diesel the
petrol pumps although the UP
airmen certified that the diesel
muld be used for frrigation of frri-
Fboro land. Power pumps, power
i tillers, shallow tube wells in the area
i were rendered idle for want of die-
“&el. This caused anger among the
, wlarmers who assembled at Aira
crossing yesterday momin% and
1onstrated against the BDR of
tapurborder outpost.
* Explaining the situation, BDR
Haid they ogsemtl the trend of
. Hiesel smuggling across the border
* ughere fts price is almost double,
by are trying to check smuggling
Sith no intention to harass the

AIMETs.
o Farmers of Phulbari said they
SSWere given barely one litre diesel 1o
ieh on certificate issued by the UP
* ehairman about its use for the pur-
pinse ofirrigation.

. Oil dealer Poniruddin said
petrol, dieseland kerosene were not
available from depot at Baghabari

hough the money was deposited
I 0. Besides, lorry fare
lasincrens 3000,
MINISTRY PROPOSALFOR

) whﬂel, r:im proposals h;:lnrr(li thﬁ

yenérgy ministry or Banglades
b rg.lm Corporation (BPC) have
et been sentto the Prime Minister's
Dffice for its nod (o raise petroleum
jirices, although the market showed

nuptum.

‘Energy Adviser Mahmudur
yesterday said his ministry

5 no such plans to immediate
i the prices of petroleum prod-

+Vi
-

4. The comments from the energy

! #
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nst Galib with. Shahjahanpur
d Gabrali police stations in
“+*Bogra, on January 15 and February
a:'ﬂ. 2005, and Palashbari Police
* “Statlonin Gaibandhaon December
.. 26,2004, on charges of having links
with' bomb attacks in different

laces including Jatra functions on
&kﬁhikholn High School premises

S Bograand Palashbari.

“% A total of nine criminal cases
were filed against him under
Explosive Substances Act with

ifferent police stations. Police
apped hisname from the charge-

4 in five cases,
. Galib filed three petitions with

. the High Court, seeking bail in

+ - threecases.

' ‘On August 31, 2005, a division

i bench of the High Court compris-

+Ing Justice MA Quddus and Justice
'Rezaul Haque gave split order.
Justice MA Quddus allowed the
petitions but Justice Rezaul Haque
rejected those,

. The chief justice then sent the

muatter to the single bench of the
High Court comprising Justice
Sharifuddin Chaklader. Consi-
dering the overall law and order
" and political situation of the coun-
fry, the court dismissed the peti-
tions.

Additional Attorney General
Abdur Razzak Khan moved for the
government.

adviser came amid an instability
and crisis in the local fuel market,
particularly inthe petrol pumps and
district-fevel fuel outlets.

He, however, said he hasa “gﬁ

ede schodtf@d” mesting with

finance minister on Sunday to
discuss the petroleum-related
issues, particularly the financialloss
being incurred by BPC for oil price
hike inthe world market, the issue of
bank credits for fuel import and the
BPC dues from Biman.

“The issue of increasing fuel-oil
prices is not included in the
agenda,” said Rahman.
ARTIFICIAL CRISISIN RANGPUR
According to our Rangpur corre-
spondent, dealers in the district
have allegedly created an artificial
crisis of petrol and dieselin the wake
afrumour offuel price hike.

Most of the petrol pumps
remained closed yesterday, making
the farmers and transport owners
anxious forpetroland diesel.

Same vehicle owners alleged
that oil dealers are selling petrol and
dieselathigherrate

Mithy Rahman, proprietor of
Abdullah Petrol Pump at Satmatha
in Rangpur sajd most of the dealers
kept petrol and diesel reserved to
sell them afterprice hike.

Abdur Rouf, a businessman of
Rangpur, had to buy petrol from
local market at Tk 60 per litre against
43.50 yesterday. The nearby petrol
pumps remained closed for
unknownreason.

Deputy Commissioner Nazrul
Islam Khan said that he did not
know why the dealers kept their
shutters closed when the stock was
enough. He said action will be taken
against those who are making artifi-
cial crisis of petrol and diesel in the
district.
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Sick' CEC
FROM PAGE 1 .
Sources at the hospital said a
seven-member medical board
headed by Prof Mohammad Tahir
was formed yesterday for the treat-
mentof CEC MA Aziz.

The CEC got admitted to
BSMMUH on Tuesday cancelling a
meeting with the European Union
(EU) troika. He, however, passed
the night at home and returned to
hospital early in the nextmorning.

The sudden cancellation of the
meeting “due to the CEC's jliness”
has raised questions as the whole
matterseemed shady.

Newly appointed election com-
missioners Mahfuzur Rahman and
SM Zakaria went to see the CEC at
the hospital on Wednesday burt
declined to talk to the press while
caming out of the cabin block after
a20-minutestay.

The two other election commis-
sioners, M Munsef Ali and AK
Mohammad All, are yet to visit the
CEC. Mohammad Al yesterday
said he tried to contact the family
members of the CEC to inquire
abouthis health.

He made several phone calls to
the CEC's residence but nobody
picked the phone, he said.

“Before going there, [ wanted to
make sure that | can meet the chief
election commissioner...that [
don't find him sleeping,” he told
reporters.

Kansat agitation
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slogans against local lawmaker and
forrelease of theamested leaders.

Rural markets in Abbas Bazar and
Trimohini areas remained closed for
the fourth consecutive day. Several
hundred tucks were stranded at
Sonamasjidland port.

"Fruits and onions worth several®
erares of taka are being perished due
to the barricade on the road," said
Nazrul [slam, aclearing and forward -
ing (C&F) agentofthe port.

Asked about the ac istration's
inaction when widespread protests
were going on in the toubled area,
Additional Deputy Commissioner of
the district Ferdaous Alam claimed
that the situation was under control
afthe administration.

"Police and magistrates are con-
trolling the areas and trying to restare
road communication with the land
;ln_grt by ing the culvert," he told

e DailyStarlastnight.

A gue General Secretary
Abdul Jalil yesterday visited Kansat
and condemned the police attack on
common people. He demanded
compensations for the affected

es and assured that AL wounld
bear education expenses of the
students of the families.

He also demanded judicial probe
into the incident and trial of the
responsiblepersons,

Mobile phone
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The BTRC maintained unprece-
dented secrecy about the meetin
as well as its outcome. The BTR
officials did not even want to dis-
close the time ofthe meeting,

According to sources, the
telecoms regulator set a two-
month deadline for the work and
assured the cellphone operators of
time-extension after considering
their progress.

The cellphone operators were,
however, against such directive but
the BTRC remained uncompro-
mising.

The commission on January 19
asked the cellphone operators to
collect personal details of the
existing subscribers or snap con-
nectionsin case of failure,

The telecoms regulator also
made mandatory a “certificate”
issued by an elected public repre-
sentative or fist class government
officer fareach new subscription,

The cellphone companies
earlier said it is almost impossible
to gather personal details of the
existing prepaid clients as the
operators do not maintain any
contact with them. The mandatory
certificate for fresh subscription
would also deal asevere blow to the
grawth ofthe mobile phone market
in Bangladesh, they feared.

Bush

FROM PAGE 1

Bangladesh Ambassador to USA
Shamsher Mobin Chowdhury, who
was present at the meeting, said
President Bush in his letier stated
that US would work together with
Bangladesh in all areas, including
politics, economyand trade.

On the outcome of the meeting
with Rocea, he said the US assistant
secretary expressed optimism to
further strengthen the commit-
ment of the two countries to work
together on common agenda,
including consolidating democ-
racy and fighting terrorism and
militancy:

Asked about US institutional
support to combat terrorism,
Shamsher said if necessary all
types of cooperation will be made
and this will be discussed in future.
“They will help us build capacity,”
henoted. :

Rocca expressed satisfaction
over the existing bilateral relations
berween Dhaka and Washington,
recognising Bangladesh as a
friendly country and a partner to
fightterrorism.

The relations between the two
countries will be strengthened in
future, sheobserved.

Foreign Minister M Morshed
Khan and US Charge d'Affaires
Judith Chammas were also present.

1
Judges' body
FROM PAGE 20
The BISA is due to decide their next
plan of actions in the extended
meeling on February 12.
Representatives from all judge-
ships of the country would join the
meeting.

On January 17, the BJSA gave an
ultimatum to the government and
vowed to go for tougher move-
ments if the government does not
meet all of their demands by
January 29,

The declaration cameat theend
of their three-day token protest
programme started on January 15,
when all the judges of the lower
courts across the country wore
black badges during the court
proceedings protesting govern-
ment inaction to meet their 11-
pointdemand.

BISA's demands include --

roviding personal gunmen, tax-
evehiclesand firearms forall the
judges, guards at judges' resi-
dences and payment of Tk 50 lakh
each in damages to the families of
theslain judges in Jhalakathibomb
attack on November 14 lastyear.

The government has fulfilled
their demand partly and has not
taken any steps for fulfilling the
rest, BJSAsourcessaid.

In addition to their 11-point
demand, the BISA pressed three-
point demand to the prime minis-
ter on December 21 at their 55th
annual conference, which it
claimed are yet to be fulfilled.

These include -- appointing
assistant judges for the vacant
posts, giving the district and ses-
sions judges the status of joint
secretary and appointing 50 per-
cent of the High Court judges from
the lower courts.
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Mastermind remains
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investigation.

“The High Court rejected the
nmyer and vacated the stay in

ovember. The case docket has
been sent to the court and it is now
amatter of time to begin the trial,"
said Atiqur, a senior assistant
superintendent of the Criminal
Investigation Department (CID).

The CID officer brushed aside
the necessity of further investiga-
tionintothe case.

After the attack that took place
in Baidder Bazar in HabiganE the
CID was tasked with the probe of
the murder case while Officer-in-
Chargte of Habiganj Sadar Police
Station Shafiuzzaman took up the
taskof the explosives case.

On March 14 last year, the high-
powered govemment committee
represented by senior officials of
different law enforcement and
intelligence agencies submitted
the investigation report accusin
10 local leadersand workers of BN
and mentioned that the grenade
might have been brought from the
frontierareaof Sylhet.

Six t!nrls later the CID submitted
chs sheet in the murder case
rm:F:g the same 10 BNP men and
mentioned that district BNP Vice-
president AKM  Abdul Quayum,
who wis later expelled from the
party, is one of those who orches-
trated the mturder.

The other accused are Ayat All,
Kajal Mia, Selim Ahmed, 'l‘niul
Islam, Shahed Ali, Jainal Abedin
Jalal, Jamir Ali, Jainal Abedin
Mumin and Muhibur Rahman,

0OC Shafiuzzaman pressed
charges against the same 10 people
on April 20 in the other case filed
under the Explosive Substance Act.
In the charge sheet the investigator
said Quayum collected the grenade
from Chunarughat area, without
mentioningwho su pliedit.

Kibria's fumﬁy, however,
rejected the investigation sayin
the investigators were not allowe:
to work freely and they did not
interrogate  powerful individuals
behind the killing.

All the three Erﬂhe reﬁnrts say
that the motive behind the killing
was election politics. Kibria was
murdered to ensure that Quayum
is elected from the constituency
{Habiganj-2) in the upcoming
election, although Quayum is nota
potential candiclate, .

According to the documents,
Quayum assumed that the poten-
tial l%cal BNP candidates Abu Leis
Mobin Chowdhury, GK Gaus ancd
Ashraful Bari Noman would be
blamed for the killing and that
would clear his way to be a candi-
dateaftherulingparty,

Such similarities in the three
probe reports have raised ques-
tions whether the two charge
sheets just followed the govern-
ment investigation report or
whether the investigators of the
two cases independently arrived at
similar conciusions.

Police so far arrested eight of the
charge-sheeted accused while two
others -- Kajal Mia and Muhibur
Rahman--areon therun.

Four of the accused -- Tajul,
Shahed, Jamir and Mumin -- have
already given confessional state-
ments to @ magistrate. They, how-
ever, prayed to higher court for
retraction of their statements
alleging that those were extracted
by torture in police custody.

M::Lid Khan, the complainant,
said the state of the case is not
‘good’. *We demanded further
investigation into some points
mentioned in the charge sheet,
which has not been met. We went
to the High Court with the demand
and it asked us to make the prayer
in the trial court which will hold the
trial. But the trialisyet to begin.”

Majid said he may go to the
Supreme Court against the order
on adviceof his counsels,

He noted that the investigators
have said Quayum made the attack
but they did not mention who had
given him the grenade. "If they
could unearth information about
the source of the grenade, it might
have helped the investigation into
the other grenade attacks that took
place in the country in the last
cnuPle ol years,” Majid told The
Daily Star. (

“According to the investigators,
Quayum thoughtthatotherleaders
who dominate the local BNP poli-
tics would have to face public
wrath after the killing of Kibira,
which would put him (Quayum) in
an advantageous position. The
party high command always
decides who will contest an elec-
tion from a constituency. Now the
question {s who assured Quayum
of party nomination when he is just
aperty leader?” said Majid Khan.

The mastermind could have
been unmasked if the investigators
could digoutthis, he added.

“When Quayum was produced
before the court on April 16 last
year, he expressed the desire to say
something in the court, The inves-
tigation officer then told the court
that Quayum confessed to every-
thing he had done. Why his confes-
sional statement was not recorded
under section 164 [of the CrPC)
then?" Majid asked.

Mentioning some lapses in the
investigation, he said: *“Why the
investigators did not include the
Awami League leaders and activists
who were accompanying Kibria
during the meeting on the day of
his agsassination aswitnesses?

About the investigation, Ruhul
Quayum, son of accused Quayum,
said his father has been made a
scapegoatin the local BNP politics.
Rejecting the investigation, Ruhul
demanded neutral and interna-
tional inquiries into the incident o
find oucthe 'real culprits'.

The probe reports have been
cooked up to save the real killers, he
alleged.

Alis face alienation

FROM PAGE 1
Mahfuzur Rahman and SM Zakaria
are counting down to the retirement
dayoiMunsefand Mohammad AlL.

Once the tenure of Munsef and
Mohammad Ali expires there will be
no-onein the ECto oppose any move
ofthe CEC-led faction, which already
has established a full control over the
EC Secretariat and is also preparinga
freshvoterlist.

In such a situation, the two fac-
tlonsin the sharply divided EC do not
exchange any courtesy, even over
telephone, witheach other.

on after the retirement of MA
Syed as the CEC, the mment
appointed Aziz to that affice on May
23 last and the then secretary, who
hadbeenin conflict with Syed, builta
closerelationwith the new CEC.,
EXCOMMUNICATION
SCENARIO
The two senior election comimis-
sioners, Munsefand Mohammad Ali,
started facing non-cooperation from
the EC Secretariat in August for
opposing the move of CEC Aziz for
preparingafreshvoterlist.

e secretariat even bared the
two commissioners from talking to
the press. However, facing severs
criticism, it withdrew the restriction
afterafewdays.

The EC Secretariat has also
stopped the monthly Tk 500 office
entertainment allowance they
received during the tenure of MA
Syed and kept their medical bills
unpaid for the [ast five to sicmonths,
satrees said, On the other hand, the
secretariat has kept on providing Tk
3,000 & month to the CEC for enter-
taining visitors, ‘The then secretary
also had drawn Tk 2,000 a month as
office entertainment untl he was
appointed as election commissioner
onjanuary L6,

The secretariat withdrew the
ersonal secretary (PS) to
ohammad Ali two months ago and

is yet to fill up the vacancy. So, the
personal officer of Mohammad Aliis
serving as his PS oo, while hisformer
PS is now serving as the PS (o
Mahfuzur Rahman.

A femachine and a photocopier
atMohammadAli'sofficewentoutof
order some five months ago, but the
ECSecretarint has made no move yet
to repairthose, sources said.
MOHAMMAD ALTALSOFACES
JUDICIALPROBE
Inarecentdevelopment, aninitiative
is on to form a Supreme Judicial
Council (SIC) to probe an allegation
of 'gross misconduct' against
Mohammad Ali filed by a Supreme
Courtiawyer.

President [ajuddin Ahmed has
already rn:'::eiv.ﬂ:r.li the prime minister’s
approval as required by the constitu-

378 officials
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secretary while in 2003, 493 officials

were promotedto the same rank.
Meanwhile, Kazi Abul Kashem,

secretary of agriculture ministry,

wis given a one-year contractual

service yesterday:

tiontoactonthe petition.

It now awaits the president's
order to form a three-member SJC
headed by the chief justice to probe
the sflegation that Election
Commissioner Mohammad Ali has
‘violated" his oath of office by blurt-
ing out secret information af the EC
to the press.

Mohammad All yesterday
d:;{!ljlncdr;ln zﬁ;"gmff on the i&me.
5 ol £ does not know
anydﬁngahautit.

The Nﬂ)resldem. Atﬂuif;k 1o act
againstMohammad All, however has
not made any move on the Supreme
Court Bar Association's (SCBA)
resolution urging him to forman §]C
to remove the for 'gross miscon-
duct' invoterlist preparation.

TheSCBA forwarded acopyofthe
resolution to the president on
January 9 and has demanded
removal of the two new election
commissioners.

Meanwhile, Sammilita Ainjibi
Parishad at a rally yesterday said the
Ejrésidemwﬂlface con , as he

taken steps for forming a SJC

ﬁalnsl Election Commi-ssioner

ohammadAlibuthasnottaken the
SCBA resolution In cognisance,

Leaders of the lawyers' body said
the lawyer community will be com-
pelled in future (o demand removal
ofthe president.

They also sald the CEC and the
two new election commissioners
must be removed for the sake of
nationalinterests.

Two killed
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head-onaround 1:30pm, leavingone
driver dead on the spot, witnesses
said,

Both the buses were severely
damagedintheaccident.

Tongi police said Azizur Rahman
Bhuiyan, 40, driver of Binimoy
Paribahan, diedonthespot.

Of the injured, 14 were commit-
ted to Dhaka Medical College and
Hospital (DMCH) and 15 to Tongi
hospitalinacritical condition.

Vehicular movement on the
Dhaka-Ashulia Road remained
suspended for over an hour after the
accident.

GABTOLIACCIDENT

Transport workers went on the
rampage at Gabtoli bus terminal and
staged demonstration as a bus ran
overandkilled adriveryesterday,

Witnesses said Ali Hossain Rakib,
32, driver of a bus of route No. 8,
suffered serious head injury as a
Metroservice bus of Hanif Panbabhan
hithim at 10:45am. He was ushed to
the DMCH where hedied at4:45pm.

As the news spread, drivers and
workers of the route vandalised six
buses of Hanif Paribahan, whose
workersalsodamagedaroute-Bbus.

Both the groups chased each
other [or one hour disrupting traffic
on Dhaka-Paturia Highway and
Muzar Road.

Police charged baton to bring the
sittation undercontrol.

Rocca
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appointed to an important post at
the state department soon. They
said this fourth visit would be
Rocca's last visit to Dhaka as assis-
tant secretary for South Asian
affairs.

Boucher is o career member of
the Senior Foreign Service with the
rank of career minister. He most

“recently served as assistant secre-

tary of state for public affairs at the
departmentofstate.

Prior to this, he served as the US
senior official for the Asia-Pacific
economic cooperation (APEC)
forum. Boucher also served as US
ambassador to Cyprus and consul
generalto Hong Kong,

He served as deputy principal
officer in Shanghai, China earlierin
his career. He received his bache-
lor's degree fromTufts University.

The assistant secretary is the
head of the Bureau of South Asian
Affairs which deals with US foreign
policy and US relations with
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan,
India, the Maldives, Nepal,
Pakistan, and Sri Lanka.

According to the US State
Department, US foreign policy is
firmly founded on the president's
belief in expanding freedom -- for
individuals as well as nations -- on
promoting economic prosperity
and on never giving up in the
search for peace.

Newambassadorto Bangladesh

TheWhite House has also nomi-
nated Patricia A Butenis as ambas-
sador extraordinary and plenipo-
tentiary of the United States to
Bangladesh.

Butenis is also a career member
of the Senior Foreign Service. She
currently serves as the Deputy
Chiefof Mission inIslamabad.

Prior to this, she served as con-
sul general to Bogot, Colombia and
Warsaw, Poland. Earlier in her
career, Butenis also served as chief
of post liaison for visa services in
the consular affairs bureau at the
department of state. She received
her bachelor's degree from the
University of Pennsylvania and her
master's degree from Columbia
University.

Her nomination is now in the
Committee of Foreign Relations for
its consideration.

Govt petition
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The government had already with-
drawn two other criminal cases
filed against Pintu, One was for
snatching bidding documents for
an auction of the property of i
bankrupt company at gunpoini.
and the otherforinjuring a number
of Awami League (AL) men and
police.

Pintu last appeared before the
court in the case on October 4, 2000
and was absent from the court for
26 consecutive dates. On June 26,
2003 the court cancelled his bail
and framed charges against him
and two others. The court also
declared him absconding and
issued arrest warrant against him.

The home ministryin aletter on
March 18, 2004 informed the dis-
trict magistrate of Dhaka that it had
decided to take back the churges
against Pintu and the two others as
they were 'politically motivated'.
The ministry also asked the district
magistrate to hand over the case to
the district public prosecutor (PP),
who will arrange withdrawal of the
case with permission of an appro-
priate court.

PP Abdullah Mahmud Hassan
on January 1 last year submitted a
petition to the Fifth Additional
Metropolitan Sessions Judge's
Court, Dhaka along with a photo-
copyofthe home ministry'sletter.

Ctg ort
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any clause that might go against
the interest of the country, a civil
aviation ministry source said.

Unofficial sources, however,
claimed that the decision of the
postponement came as the Thal
Airways stepped back from the
agreement following "warnings
and unpleasant comments” made
on Wednesday by Chittagong city
mayor totheThaiambassador.

Mayor ABM Mohiuddin
Chowdhury refused outright the
cooperation sought by Thai
Ambassador in Bangladesh Suphat
Chitranukroh during a courtesy
call at the Chittagong City
Corporation (CCC).

According to a CCC press
release, the mayor asked the Thai
ambassador not (o proceed with
the Chittagong Airport manage-
mentagreement.

The alleged behaviour
prompted the ambassador to call
State Minister for Civil Aviation
Mirza Fakhrul Islam within several
hours, expressing inability to pro-
ceed with the agreement, sources
said.

The Thai Airways was quite
hopeful about the agreement and
ten officials of it had been staying
in Chittagong for the last two
months.

Biman Bangladesh officers,
staffs and employees under the
banner of Biman Steering
Committee had been agitating to
stop the move to hand over the
management of the airport to Thai
Alrways.

Committee Convenor Nazmul
Iman said the state minister for
civil aviation assured the organisa-
tion's central leaders that the
handover would not be held on the

scheduled date.
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Curb terror finance
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Rocca, who flew in Dhaka yestenday
morning on a two-day official trip,
handed over a letter from US
President George W Bush to Prime
Minister Khaleda Zia, In which
President Bush expressed the hoﬁc
that the next general elections will be
held on schedule with participation
ofallpolitical parties.
e US assistant secretary held
separate mectings with Foreign
nister M Morshed Khan, Foreign
Affairs Adviser Reaz Rahman and
Foreign Secretiary Hemayetuddin as
part of what was described as "nor-
mal consultations on bilateral coop-
eration between Dhaka and
Washington”.

She will meet Leader of the
Opposition and Awami League
President Sheikh Hasina at her Sudha
Sadan residenceat 11:00amtoday.
ROCCA-BABAR
TALKS
In her meeting with State Minister
Babar, Rocca said her government,
which is providing assistance to train
up Bangladeshi law enforcers, offers
furtherassistince to fightmilitancyin
thecountry

Enmr%m aut of the meeting at
Babar's office in the alternoon, Rocca

Biswa Ijtema
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various languages so that devotees
canunderstand those.

A separate camp was set up at the
southwestern corner of the Ifjtema
ground to provide accommodation
to foreign devotees, Three tents (for
English, Arabic and Urdu speaking
countries) have been set up for
nm&md 3,500 foreigners, a volunteer
sai

Cooked food would be supplied
for the foreign devotees, expected to
come fromabout 60 countries.

FACILITIES
Comprehensive arangements have
been made to ensure water and
power supply, sanitation, medicare
and other essential facilities for the
devotees. Different government and
semi-government bodies and other
organisations are providing the
services,

A 55- kilometre pipeline was set
up to ensure regular supply ofaround
13 lakh gnllomi of water, Ton
Municipality Chairman Azmat Ull:
toldThe Daily Star yesterday.

Besides, several water reservoirs
have been installed and temporary
latrines set up on the eastern and
westernsidesofthevenue.

Army personnel have constructecd
several pontoon bridges an the Turag
to enable devotees to cross the river
easily.

More than 100 medical camps
have been set up around the Ijtema

groundto p ¢ free treatment and
medicinetothedevatees.
SECURITY

The government has taken adequate
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gentsofpoliceatthevenue.

A five-layer checkin, 'm has
been put in place at and around the
venue. Twenty two thousand person-
nel from the police, Rab, Bangladesh
Rifles, Artned Police Battalion and
Ansarare onduty there,

The law enforcers were patrolling
the venue, nearby roads and water-
way, and watch-towers have been set
up to avert any kind of untoward
ineidents.

Every individual was bein
checked with metal detectors anc
also manually at five paints before
tth entered the Khittas (a block of
theljtemaground) atthe venue.

Besides, 54 close-circuit televi-
sions have been installed at different
points and law enforcers are taking
video footages of the devotees.

Bomb disposal units, mobhile
courts and fire service teams were
seen. stationed at different points

The authorities have arranged addi-
tlonal transport facilities for the
devotees. To ease traffic con on
inside the city, devotees from Barisal,
Chandpur, Khulna and other regions,
}vhn previously usic_:d 1o I:;ourd I..IS}[;.':
Tom Sadarghat for going to the
ljtema ground, wnuldgabe gmken by
tmwlers thistime,

Additional train services were also
arranged on the occasion of the
ljtema.

OADS OFF-LIMITS
The Progati Sarani-Ashulia-Baypail
Road will remain off-limits toallkinds
of public vehicles for 24 fours from
January 28 evening The BRIC will
provide 315 shuttle buses for com-
muterson theroad for this time.

There will be 18 parking lots for
vehicles and no vehicle will be
allowed to park outside the parking
spaces, the state minister for home
had earliertold the press.

Hamas
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Fatah over the stalled peace pro-
cess, corruption and by claimingits
fighters forced Israel to pull out of
the Gaza Striplast summer,

However its leaders issued
contradictory statements about
how it intended to deal, if at all,
with Israelifitcame to power.

Hamas's chief candidate Ismail
Faniya said the movement would
hold talks with Abbas, insisting it
didnotwant to goitalone.

"Hamas is not going to work
alone, but with the other groups
who represent the Palestinian
people,” hesaid.

Although the final sesults were
not to be announced until
Thursday evening, Qorel was one
of a string of Fatah officials who
concededthat the game was up.

"It is true that Hamas has
obtained a majority and [ have
resigned to enable president Abbas
to choose a new prime minister,"
said the Fatah vetéran.

Abbas himself said in a state-
ment that the results had (o be
respected as the election’had been
conducted freelyand fairly.

"I urge all the parties to respect
the law and accept the will of the
people," headded.

ousands of Hamas support-
ers took to the streets of Hamas's
Gaza Strip stronghold to celebrate
the victory.

did not answer any (uery of the
iuumalisn.a Btﬂ. Hah:‘rm 1, “They are
concerned about milifancy, espe-
ciallythe JMB." L

*You should my to nab them
[Abdur Rahman and Bangla Bhai],"
Babar quoted Roced a8 saying, nild-
ing, "They are reacly to stippartus.”

Talking to the medin later, Babar
also said President Bush in his letter
acknowledged and. ted the
government's efforts © fight mili-
tancy. "They [US govemment| have
shown happiness and satisfaction at
the steps we have taken
terrorism.”

About the modality of US aasis-
tance in fighting militancy, Babarsaid
the US government isalre
information with and providing
training to Bangladesh Police. The
training of the police concentrates
mainly on dealing with money laun-

dering and interrogation.

ey have given them trainin
time and again and have Erupnseﬁ
some more courses. The US also has
o!l'cirud to train our trainers,” Babar
Sald.

When Rocca inquired about the

Empusud Anti-Terror Finaneing Act,
abartold her the progressissa -
tory. -
ri-akud, the state minister said they
did not discuss caunter-terrarism or
any LS propasal to give $10 crone.

Rocea also ressed concern
about the human nghts condition in
Bangladesh. “They did not mention
anything specifically but said we
should give attention to aspects of
humanrights,” said Babar,

MEETINGS AT

FOREIGN MINISTRY

“Bangladesh snotonly a hinctioning
democracy but also a role model for
Muslim countries,” Farei
Hemayetuddin quoted Hocca as
saying during her meetings with top
foreign ministry afficils.

Briefing reporiers, Memayetuddin
said the US assistant secretary
exchanged views on terrorism and
highly appreciated the way some
recent incldents atngedﬂa'grmlp of
extremists” were handl

"Rocca was very appreciative of
the government's anti-militant
crackdown and hoped that this effort
waould continue," he said. The forei
secretary said Bangladesh has steady
cooperation with the USA against
terrorism and the government is
determined not (o show any mermcy
and to break down the militants
network and bring the temrors o
justice,

Asked about structured coopera-
tion to enhance Bangladesh's capa-
bility in combating terrorism,
Hemayeruddin safd Roeca would
discuss certain areas of cooperation
with the state minister for home
G ling to him, tilking on the

Acconding to hi on
next generil elections, Rocea said
Bangladesh's track records show
people's total commitment to demo-
CIIHARROCESS phigpatul that
the ons e el onsched-
ule and as per the constitutional
provisions.

The forelgnsecretarysaid both the
sitles reached a complete agreement
on the existing excellent bilateral
refations and continuing the present
cooperation. “We were urged to
continue our efforts to increase
bilateral trade and cooperation in
economicandotherdareas;” he said.

Meanwhile, official sources said
the US assistant secrefary held one-
to-one talks with the foreign minister
athis office Ell'iol' to the formal meet-
ing. The exclusive meeting lasted for
about20 minutes.

China backs
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Under the proposed Russian
arrangement, uranium for Iran's
nascent nuclear power programme
would be enriched in Hussia in
orderto keep tabson the material.
It would allay Western and
Israeli fears that [ran secretly plans
to build a nuclear weapon under
coverof the civilian erpmject.
The European Union and the
United States have previously
given backing to the Russian plan.
However some concern has
been expressed that, with the
International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA), the UN's nuclear
watchdog, due to meet on
February 2 to discuss the Iranian
issue, Iran is playing the Russian
card to stall fortime.

Benazir, Zardari
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stressed that they were not amest
warranis and that member countries
decide whether (o mke_anéactinn

"I can confirm that following a
request from the Pakistani authori-
ties, the Interpol General Secretariat
has issued red notices for Benazir
Bhutto and her husband, Asif Ali
Zardari," Interpol spokeswoman
Rachel Billington told AFP by tele-
phonefrom France.

Pakistuni Interior Minister Aftab
Shempao sald the country’s corrup-
tion watchdog had his minis-
try to send the request. "Interpol has
now informed us that the red notices
havebeenissued,” hetold AFP.

Benazir, who served twice as

remier in the 1980s and 19908, has
ived in self-imposed exile in Dubai
and Eondon for the past seven years
because of the money laundering
allegntionsagainst her,

Her husband was released from a
Pakistuni prison onbailin December
2004 aftereight in detention for
alleged corruption. He is now with
hiswifeand children.

"A red notice is notifieation thata
Efmnﬁgﬁglnmlwmgmrmn

suspected of committing
a crime, or convicted by a court, in
any of Interpol’s 184 member cotin-
tries," Interpol added inastatement.

A red notice is not an interna-

tonal arrestwarrant.”

Benazir and her husband have
often claimed that the ¢ they
face in Pakistan are politically moti-
vated. In 2004 Swiss auth also

charged Benazir with alleged
maoney-laundering.

Her Pakistan People's said it
was unaware of the [nte move
and had asked the interior minister
to confirm why Pakistan had asked
forthe notices,



