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_ STARREPORT

At least 14 people were killed and 98
pthers injured in separate road

“uccldents in Dhaka, Sylhet and

njyesterday.
adds; Six people were
d700thers injured when five

" motor vehicles collided at Taltola on

the Ashulia-Tongi road at about
5:00pm yesterday:
Witnesses said a passenger-laden

3 Maxi fell into a ditch when a bus hit it

“and three other vehicles, including a
caralsorammed thebus.

The driver of the human hauler
and three others died on the spot
while two others succumbed to their
‘injuries atlocal hospitals and clinics.

Theidentity of the dead could not
+ beknownimmediately.

.'~', The other vehicles were also

damaged . The road acci-
dent disrupted communications on
thehighwayleading to asevere traffic
am,

" # Police and locals said the injured

were nushed to different local hospi-
tals and clinics, and several others to
Dhaka Medical College Hospital
(DMCTH).

Meanwhile, a truck driver was
crushed under the wheels of a truck
at Postagola under Shyampur Police
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Station early yesterday.

Police said a speeding truck mn
aver Babul, 30, son of Gani Khan,
when he was crossing the road near
IslamiBankatabout5:30am.

The body was sent to. Mitford
Hospitalforautopsy

Meanwhile, a child was killed
when ahumanhaulerranover himat
Monu Bepari Dhal area of Jinjira in
Keraniganj yesterday moming.

The deceased was identified as
Azhar Islam,7, son of Ibrahim of
MonuBepariarea.

Witnesses said a Kholamora-
bound htsman hauler coming from
Nayabazar at around 9:00am hit the
childleavinghim dead onthespot.

Another report from Manikganj
adds: At least 20 Ijtema devotees
wereinjured early yesterdayina road
accident on the Dhaka-Aricha high-
wayat Uthliin Manikganj.

Witnesses said the accident
occurred when anljtema-bound bus
camying 60 devotees collided with a
truck.

The injured were rushed to the
Manikganj Sadar Hospital and Uthli
HealthComplex.

Our STAFF CORRESPONDENT
from Sylhet reports: At least six peo-
ple were killed in separate road
accidents in Sylhet yesterday. Of

METROPOLITAN/NEWS
4 killed, 98 injured
in road accidents

them, three people were killed as a
speedingtruckcollided with anauto-
rickshaw from opposite direction on
Sylhet-Badaghat road at about 9-
30am.

The dead was identified as auto-
rickshaw driver Abdul Jalil, 25, of
village nand passengers--
Kawsar Ahmed, 26, of village
Shiberbazar and Nazir Ahmed, 28, of
village Noapara under Sylhet Sadar
u

Police seized the truck and the
auto-rickshaw. The locals put up a
barricade on the road for about two
hours following the accident. The
police later cleared the road. The
truckdrivermanaged escape.

Three otherswere killed and eight
others injured in & sepamte road
accident when a Sylhet-bound
speedy bus from Habiganj collided
with a truck at Suargaon on Dhaka-
SylhetHighway.

The dead were identified as Sohel
Ahmed, 25, of village Kazirgaon of
Biswanath upazila, Sirajul Islam, 45,
agatekeeperof private bank at Tajpur
and anunidentified man aged about
45 years, local people saicl.

The injured were rushed to the
Sylhet MAG Osmani Medical College
Hospital in eritical condition.
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PHOTC: STAR

A European Union delegation led by Nikolaus Scherk calls on Leader of the Opposition In Parllament Shelkh Hasina
atherSudha Sadan residence in the city yesterday.
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I' programme

‘begins Jan 27

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

"NijeraKori, anNGO working for the
welfare of the landless people, will
‘hold a two-day cultural

programme beginning on January
27 in the eity as part of its silver

“jubilee celebrations.

Landless peaple fromacross the
country, who are assaciated with
the organisation, will perform at

" the programme, including dramas

and songs, sald Khushi Kabir,
coordinatorofthe NGO, yesterday.
. The programmes will be held at
Rabindra Sarobar at Dhanmondi,

* beginning at3:00pm daily.
The yearlong silver jubilee
celebrations began at Nungola in
~Bogra on June 9 last year, Khushi

. Kabir told journalists at a view

.~ exchange meeting at the NGO's

' officeinthe city.
*  Nijera Kori ashu:enwu:kingm

ralse awareness among the land-
lmnndmoﬂesspeuple-lhouuheir
rights and to help organise them so
«~that they can realise their demands
onthelrown,shesnid
The organisation operates its

activities throughout 1,323 villages
in 17 districts.

Masud Bibagi, Mohiuddin
Ahmed, Hasina Akhter, Rezanur
Rahman and Manisha of Nijera
Korialsospokeatthefunction.

‘Robbers kill
 housewife

Loot valuables worth
Tk 2lakh in Ctg

2OuRr CORRESPONDENT, Crg

Armed robbers killed a middle-
aged housewife and wounded five
' -others of a family and looted valu-
+ ables worth around Tk 2 lakh at
| 'Patiya in Chittagong in the early
hoursofyesterday.

The dead was identified as

!*Fatema Khatun, 45, while the
s In ured as Alamgir, 18, Jashim, 16,

angir, 24, Ajim, 32 and Abdur

' I{nhman.

Sources said some 25 robbers
entered the house of Abdur
Rahman at Shikalbaha of Patiya
upazilaataround 2:00am.

They looted cash money of
around Tk 10 thousand and five
tolas of gold ornaments keeping
thefamilymembers at gunpoint,

As the housewife tried to resist,

. the robbers shot her from close

' range.Shedied on waytohospital.

The robbers also opened indis-
eriminate fire injuring Alamgir and

' Jashim and beat up other three

including the housemaster.

The gang later entered the
neighbouring house of Kamal, an
expatriare, and looted goods worth
Tk 2 lakh from both the houses,
sources saicd.
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BPeliver anti-militancy

Ry

sermons at [jtema
Babar urges ulemas

BDNEWS, Dhaka

Against the backdrop of country-
wide bomb attacks, State Minister
for Home Lutfozzaman Babar
yesterday urged the Ulemas (Is-
lamie scholars) to deliver anti-
militancy sermons at the three-day
Bishwa ljtema at Tongi beginning
On [OMOTToW.

A five-tier security layer, mean-
while, was set up at the entrances
deploying over22 thousand security
forces from the Rapid Action
Batmlion (Rab), Bangladesh Rifles
(BDR), Police, Armed Police
Battalion (APBn) and Ansar in and
around the Ijtema ground to ward

BSF returns 2
Bangladeshi
boys

UNB, Kurigram

Indian Border Security Force (BSF)
retumed two Bangladeshi teen-
aged boys on Tuesday after a com-
mander-level flag meeting with
Bangladesh Rifles (BDR) at
Narayanpur frontier village in the
distriet.

The victims were identified as
Abu Bakar, 18, and Sadekur
Rahman, 17, of Khudir Kuti village
in Ulipurupazila.

BDR sources said BSE ftroops
trespassing into Bangladesh terri-
tory abducted them On Monday
noon from Narayanpur border in
Nageswari upazila,

offany subversive act.

The state minister made the call
when he, nccompanied by
Inspector General of Police (IGP)
Abdul Qaiyum, Rab-DG Abdul Aziz
Sarkar and DMP Commissioner SM
Mizanur Rahman, went to the
Ijtema ground to witness the prepa-
rations and security measures.

Accordingto the witnesses about
two-square kilometres of the Ijrema
ground have been brought under
the tight security net of Rab and
other forces.

Although, the Ijtema will begin
tomorrow, the participants have
alreadystarted arrivingat the ljtema
ground from different parts of the
country as well as from different
countries.

Besides, the security measures,
the government have taken different
other measures for the welfare of the
participants. Bangladesh Railway
will run special trains while roads
and river-ways authorities will also
takeadditional measures for them.

According to sources, Rab mem-
bers aided by the army personnel
will also set up bomb disposal units.
Helicopter will patrol over the sky of
Tongl and 54 CCTVs, 20 video cam-
eras and observatory towers will
alsobesetup aroundthe venue,

Sources said of the 22,000 forces
deployed around Ijtema ground, at
least 1683 Rab members would be
deployed with two helicopters and
bomb disposers. They will keep
strict watch by setting up eight
observatory towers, some control
rooms and sub-control rooms at
different points of the Ijtema

ground.
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PHOTO: STAR

Edward Olney, country representative of Save The Children, USA, speaks at
a workshop at the Cirdap auditorium In the city yesterday. On his right is
[qbal Ahmad and on his left are Md Aminul Islam Bhuiyan and Maj Gen (Retd)

DrASM Matiur Rahman.
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Asma Kibria
urges people
to observe
'Blue for Peace'
programme
today

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Asma Kibria, wife of slain former
finance minister Shah AMS Kibria,
yesterday urged the people to
observe the 'Blue for Peace'
programme across the country
from 10:00am to 10:30am today to
protestall political killings.

To commemorate the first death
anniversary of Kibria, Asma Kibria
and her family members along with
the members of the civil society will
line up in front of her house at
Dhanmondi in the city today as
partofthe programme.

In a statement yesterday, Asma
Kibria requested the people to line
up along roads anywhere during
that time wearing blue dress or
carrying anything blue in support
ofthe 'Blue for Peace' programme.

Kibria, also an Awami League
leader, was killed in a grenade
artack at Habiganj on January 27
lastyear.

Initiated by Asma Kibria, the
'‘Blue for Peace' programme is
being held every Thursday to press
farthe demand for trial of the killers
of Kibria and others who were the
victims of political killings.

This peaceful demonstration

"| will continue until the perpetrators

ofthe killings are broughtto justice,
Asmasaidin herstatement.

Women police
barrack
inaugurated
at Rajarbagh

BDNEWS, Dhaka

A women's police barrack offering
accommodation for 500 personnel,
the firstof its kind in the country, was
inaugurated at Rajarbagh Police Line
inthecityyesterday.

State Minister for Home
Lutfozzaman Babar formally inau-
gurated the barrack constructed ata
cost of Tk 50 million with the finan-
cinl assistance of the United Nation's
Development Programme (UNDP).

Inaugurating the dormitory, Babar
sald themanarrested inWest Bengalis
not the Jama'atul Mujahedin
Bangladesh (JMB) chief Shaekh
Abdur Rahman. He was Abidur
Rahman, another]MBadherent.

He said opening of the women

lice barrack has ushered in a new
ﬂarimn for the women police who
will now be able to work with much
ense,

He asked them to work with
honestyandsincerity.

There are about 1000 women
police in the country. Of them, about
400workin Dhaka.

Earlier; the women police had no
dormitory. Most ofthe women paolice
had to reside at their personally
managed residences and some
others at an abandoned building
inside the RajarbaghPolice Line,

The function was also addressed
by IGP Abdul Qaiyum and director
general of Rapld Action Battalion
Abdul (Rab) Aziz Sarkar with
Commissioner of Dhaka
Metropolitan  Police SM Mizanur
Rahmaninthe chair.

‘Raise awareness
among youths
to prevent
HIV/Aids’

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Speakers at a workshop yesterday
called on the religious and commu-
nity leaders, parents and
policymakers to play an effective
role in raising awareness about
HIV/Aids among the youths to
preventthespread of theinfection.

They said the country is more
vulnerable to the deadly disease
because of the neighbouring coun-
tries where the prevalence of HIV
infectionis muchhigher.

They also called on the people of
all strata to come forward to combat
thetransmissionof theinfection.

Padakhep Manabik Unnayan
Kendra organised the workshop on
'‘Advocacy and sensitisation of the
religious and community leaders,
parents and policy makers on
HIV/Aids' at the Cirdap auditorium
in the city, with Md Aminul [slam
Bhuiyan, additional secretary of
the health ministry, as chiefguest.

The workshop was addressed by
Dr Md Abdus Selim, programme
manager of STD/Alds programme,
Edward Olney, country representa-
tive of Save The Children, USA, Maj.
Gen. (Retd.) Dr ASM Matiur
Rahman and Executive Director of
Padakheplgbal Ahmad,

Dr Abdus Selim emphasised the
roleof mediain checking thespread
of HIV/Aids, pointing out that B7
percent of adolescents has become
aware of Alds pandemic through
electronicand printmedia.

Igbal Ahmad called on the
NGOs wotking at the grassroots
level to be more active to combat
the disease.

Representatives from 36 NGOs
and officials of government and
private organisations took part in
the workshop.

Prime Ministar Khaleda Zia waves to the crowd ata huge public meeting at Niaz Mohammad High School groundin Brahmanbaria yesterday.

BADC exempted from paying
Tk 2,043cr in liability

Govt to pay back the money to donors

UNB, Dhaka

The government bailed out the mori-
bund Bangladesh Agriculture
Development Corporation (BADC)
from a big burden of paying Tk 2,043
crore in Debt Service Liahilities (DSL)
toforeign donors, incurred by thestate-
owned entityway backsince 1961.

Officialssaid the cabinet commit-
tee on economic affairs at a meeting
yesterday took thedecision lifting the
staggering financial load from the
frail shoulders of the BADC onto the
govermnment.

Finance and Planning Minister M
Saifur Rahman chaired the meeting
atthe Secretariat.

As per the decision, the govern-
ment itself is now responsible to pay
back the money to the multilateral
donor countries and agencies from
which the assistance had come
underdifferent projects onirrigation
and fertilizerimport.

Sources in the crisis-ridden
corporation said they had been

‘requesting the government for the

last 10 years to grant them immunity
from the hugesums of DSL.

Saifuremergingfromthe meeting
told the journalists that the BADC
was exempted from DSL as ithas not
thecapability to pay the money.

“How they will give the money...
they themselves are plunged into
various problems,” he said about the
agricultural development corpora-
tion that once faced with the stark
fate ofgetting extinct.

Replying to a query, he said the
government is thinking about strik-
ing a balance in the price of fuel oils
on daily basis,

It is under process,” he said and
cited external market situation to
justifya possible governmentoption
forincreasingoil prices further.

“Oil is being sold on the interna-
tional market at 69 US dollar per

barrel, but we are selling at 40 US
dollar only. The government cannot
providesuch gigantic subsidy®

He said if the oil prices on the
world market come down, the gov-
emment will reduce the price on a
parwiththeintermnational raters,

The government has finalised the
draft of the Public Procurement Act
(PPA) that will be placed before the
cabinet for endorsement very
quickly, headded,

The cabinet committee meeting
also approved in principle the hand-
aver of CSD to BEPZA and modalities
for resolving the crisis in the textile
mills sold out by the Textile Ministry
and the Privatization Commission.

The meeting, however, referred to
the next meeting for detailed diseus-
sion on the decision taken to vest
authority in the Texile and Jute
Ministry to sell out the mills under
the ministry instead of the
Privatisation Commission.

People's awareness a must to_

ensure health rights= — =

Speakers tell conference of service receivers

ABDUL KADER, back from Gazipur

People's awareness is a must to
ensure their health rights from
the health centres as the doctors
can neglect the service receivers'
rights due to lack of awareness,
said speakers at a client associa-
tion, a forum of service receivers,
conference yesterday in Gazipur,

They said unless and until the
health service receivers know
about their health rights they
would not be able to claim the
services they are supposed to
receive from the government
healtheare centres at upazila
and union levels.

They were speaking at the
conference held at a non-
government health service cen-
tre at Kaultia union under sadar
upazila of Gazipur district.

The conference was part of a
Health Rights Project taken in
August 2004 for three years by an
NGO--Population Services and
Training Centre (PSTC).

Dr Nitai Kanti Das, project

Obituary

BSS, Chittagong

Humayun Kabir, a noted industri-
alist and husband of Begum Rozy
Kabir MP, passed away due to
complicated diseases at his
Sadarghatresidence in the porteity
yesterday morning attheage of 66.

He left behind his two sons, two
daughters, wife and a host of rela-
tives and admirers to moum his
death.

Kabir, director of Asiatic Textile
Mills Ltd and Hotel Shahjahan in
the port city, was buried at his

family graveyard.

UAP signs MoU
with Irish college

The University of Asia Pacific
(UAP), Dhaka has recently signed a
Memorandum of Agreement
(Mol) with Griffith College Dublin
(GCD), Ireland, saysa pressrelease.

The signing ceremony was held
in New Delhi of India. Professor Dr
MR Kabir, pro vice chancellor,
signed on behalf of the UAP while
DA Hegarthy, the chairman of GCD
represented the otherside.

The agreement covered a wide
range of academic collaboration
and research. Initially the collabora-
tive pro es and credit transfer
facilities will include Business
Studies, Computer Science,
Architecture, Law and Human
Rights and later to other comimon
areas stich as Pharmacy, Health
Studies and Hospital Management.

director of the Project, at the
conference said due to igno-
rance people are not receiving
the services available at the
heaith centres at upazila and
union levels.

That is why awareness about
health rights is essential to get
the existing services and make
doctors bound to provide the
services, he said.

Dr M Abdur Razzak, health
and family welfare officer of
Gazipur sadar upazila, said
people often complain that
dactors remain absent at the
government healthcare centres
and free medicines are not given
frée tothe people.

He also mentioned the prob-
lems of doctors in providing
services to the people.

Members of the client associa-
tion after a group discussion put
forward a set of problems and
recommendations about the
rights of service receivers, prob-
lems of doctors and service cen-
tres,

The recommendations
include that doctors have to be
present at the service centres in
time and should behave cor-
dially with the patients.
Identifying the doctors' problem

the discussion recommended
the government to provide doc-
tors more incentivesso that they
can provide better service to the
people.

Regarding the service cen-
tres, the participants sug-
gested that ambulances be
provided in the all healthcare
centres, there should be
women doctors for women,
the number of doctors and
nurses be ralsed and security
of the centres be enhanced.

Zahanul Haq Babul, field
coordinator of the project, Dr
Belayet Hossain, president and
M A Khaleq, team leader of
Gazipur sadar upazila client
association, were present at the
conference amongothers.

PSTC is implementing the
Health Rights Project in 60
unions under 15 upazilas of
seven districts by forming
upazila and union client associ-
aticn. It trains locals on health
rights and make them members
ofthe association,

PSTC organises client confer-
ences at upazila and union levels
in their project areas in order to
ralse awareness of people about
the health rights, the organisers
said.

Dry weather likely

UNB, Dhaka

till6:00pmtoday.
Light to moderate fog may occ

emperature over thecounu'y

Rajshahi.

atG:42am.

Weather is likely to remain dry aver the country in the next 12 hours

night till morning, Met office said, predicting slight fall in night

Mild cold wave may sweep over Rajshahi divisions and the regions
of Srimongal, [essore and Chuadanga duringthe next 12 hours.

Country's highest temperature 29.2 degree Celsius was recorded
yesterday at Chittagong and Teknaf and lowest 8.8 degrees at

The sun sets in the capital today at 5:40pm and rises tomorrow

Highest and lowest temperature and humidity recorded in some
major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature Flumicdity in
in Celsius percentage
Max Min Mormning Evening
Dhaka 25.6 14.6 50 42
Chittagong 29.2 16.0 70 48
Rajsh 24.8 8.8 81 53
Khulna 24.5 11.5 52 55
Barisal 252 122 63 66
Sylhet 28.0 13.3 65 54
Cox's Bazar 28.0 18.5 54 67

ur over the country during late

Sub-regional
parliamentary
seminar on Aids
begins today

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Second Sub-Regional South
Asian Parliamentary Seminar on
HIV/ Aids beginsinthe city today.

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia will
inaugurate the two-day seminar at
Sonargaon Hotel, organised by the
Parliamentarians for Global Action
(PGA), an international organisa-
tion.

Renowned health expert and
Special Envoy of the UN Secretary
General for FIIV/Aids in Asia and
the Pacific Nafis Sadik will read out
thekeynote paper.

About 50 parliamentarians from
13 countries will ake part in the
seminartodiscuss how canthe FIV
epidemic in South Asia be charic-
terised and how can the parlia-
mentarians and community lead-
ers fight stigma of HIVand discrim-
ination,

Four working sessions on HiVin
South Asia, political commitment,
care and treatment and resource
mahilisation will be held duting
the seminar, said ‘Zahir Uddin
Swapan MP at a press briefing at
the Nal.‘ln-nul Press yeste

Ziaur Rafman nﬂ%ﬂ ;
L ehairman df the orgiinising cam-
mittee, said HIV/AIdS is one of the
highly prioritised problems across
the world and it needs to be
addressed atpolicy level.

The seminar will also reassess
the achievement of the first Sub-
Regional South Asian
Parliamentary seminar on
HIV/AIDS held in Islamabad [ast
year, headded.

Chief Whip of the Opposition
Abdus Shahid MP, Ruhul Kuddus
MP and Sazia Rafl, secrétary gen-
eral of PGA, were also present.

President, PM
greet Indian
counterparts

BDNEWS, Dhaka

President Iajuddin ‘Afimed and
Prime Minister Khaleda Zia greeted
their Indian counterparts on the
occasion of the Republic Day of
Indinto be observed today

Injuddin in a message to Indian
President Dr AP] Abdul Kalam on
the occasion extended his heartiest
greetingsand felicitations.

The president in his message
said as close neighbours,
Bangladesh and India enjoy
friendly relations that are charac-
terised by the spirit of understand-
ing and cooperation. He said "we
believe that through sustained
efforts we shall be able to take aur
relations to new helghtsin the days
ahead”,

Khaledain hermessagéto Indian
Premier Dr Manmohan Singh said
"on behalf of the government and
the people of Bangladesh and on my
own behalf, I would like to extend to
your excellency and through you to
the friendly people of India our
sincere greetings and felicitations
ontherepublic dayofIndia®.

She said Bangladesh ataches
great importance to her relations
with India. We are confident that
the friendly relations existing
between the two countries will be
further strengthened in the days
ahead. She said "I look forward to
working in concert with you to
realize our shared vision of the
mufual benefitofour peoples®.

Qulkhwam

=1 Quikhwaniof Shirea
¢| Hossain, wife of
former IGP Md

be held at Azad

| Mosque in Gulshan

=1 in the city after Asr

prayers tomorrow, says o press
release.

All have been requested to
attend.

Shirea passed away in Madingh

in Saudi Arabia on January 19 after

completing Hajj and buried at the

Zannatul Baqlin Madina.

R



