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Failure to bring perpetrators to justice
leads to more violence

Academics tell international workshop

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Amnesia and failure to bring the
perpetrators of killings and repres-
sion tojustice produce a feeling of
resentment leading to more vio-
lenceinthe society, said academics
and human rights activists at an
international workshop yesterday.
The states in general document
the history of such carnages from
their own peint of view for political
purposes, while the individuals
forget the memories as a vehicle to

healing, theysaid.

The 3-day workshop on 'Mem-
oryand Amnesia in the South: How
Societies Process Traumatic
Memories ofViolence and Conflict'
began at the Brac Centre Inn in the
cityon Friday.

Experts from South Africa, Latin
and Central America, the
Philippines, the Netherlands,
India, Pakistan, Cameroon and
Bangladesh are attending the
workshop.

Department of International

Relations of Dhaka University (DU)
and The South-South Exchange
Programme for Research on the
History of Development (SEPHIS)
have jointly organised the work-
shop funded by The Netherlands
Government.

DU Prof Sonia Nishat Amin
presented a paper on "Retrieving a
body from the killing fields of 1971:
the case of martyred intellectual
Selina Parveen', while its student
Ilira Dewan shared from her
research on the refugee women of
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be held
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24.01.2006 sobn after Asr
prayers on occasion of 3rd
Death Anniversary of late
Aiman Haque at House # 15,
Road # 59,
Dhaka-1212. All
A friends and well-wishers are
requested to attend the Milad Mahfil and pray to the
Almighty Allah for eternal peace of his departed soul.

On behalf of Family Members

Father : Bazlul Haque (Dipu)

on - Tuesday,

Gulshan-2,
relatives,

Chittagong Hill Tracts during their
stayinindia. .

Yves Alexandre Chouala of
Yaounde University, Cameroon
shared traumatic memories of
post-Apartheid South Africa and
post-genocide Rwanda, while
Manolo EVelaCastaneda of Mexico
on Guatemala, the memory of the
perpetrators.

Meg Samuelson of Stellenbosch
University, South Africa gave a
presentation on mMemory, mourn-
ing and melancholia in post-
colonial fiction from Mozambique,
South Africa and Zimbabwe and
Mario Rufer of Mexico on the trau-
mas in the history of South Africa
andArgentina.

Taking part in the discussion, Dr
Hameeda Hossain of Ain O Shalish
Kendra said in many occasions, the
official memories of genocide of a
nation are dictated by some deter-
miners and used for different
political orsocial purposes.

History of some individuals are
recorded in delays while it is never
documented in case of some oth-
ers, the human rights activist said,
adding: "Silence is honoured in
many cases for political fear or
familyvalues.”

Briefing on the issues, DU Prof
Meghna Guhathakurata said when
people cannot express the memory
of genocide or repression in a

legitimate way, it is expressed
negatively.

Referring to the story of a
Palestinian woman, she said failure
in expressing her traumatic mem-
ory of the continuous violence in
West Bank, she used to beatherson
onregularbasis.

"This is true not only in case of
individuals, but also of state,” the
DU professor said, adding that the
liberation war itself was an expres-
sion of the Bangladeshis, but fail-
ure to bring the perpetrators of the
genocide generated a insensibility
to justice among the people of this
country.

"Now it seems that the freedom
of the country gained in 1971 is
shrinking,” ProfMeghna added.

Another DU Prof Amena
Mohsin said the distinctions and
divides between state and non-
state, personal and public are not
only being interrogated but also
reinterpreted and redefined for
genuine reasons,

To understand violence and its
impact on societies and people it
is important to probe into the
similarities and dissimilarities
between conflicts and violence,
examine their structural and
psychological causes and seek
lessons from them.
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Local people captured a barn owl, a rare species, in Foy's Lake area yesterday.
Many species of birds in the country are on the varge of extinction due to environ-
mental disasterand indiscriminate poaching.

Resignation of CEC, 2
ECs demanded

General Secretary of Comnmiunist Party
of Bangladesh (CPB) atameetinginthe
city demanded immediate resignation
of two newly appointed election com-
missioners and the chief election
commissioner (CEC) since no free and
fair election is possible with them as
the guardians of the election cominis-
sion, saysapressrelease,

The government is taking mea-
sures to make other political parties'
patticipation in the election impossi-
ble, said Mujahidul Islam Selim while
speaking at the presidium members'
meetingof Dhaka Committee,

Hesugpested appointing new CEC
and election commissioners in con-
sultation with major political parties.

Selim lent support to the hartal
called by Awami League demanding
the resignation of the election comm-
missioners.

He called upon all to make the
countrywide demonstration
programme onjanuary 26 asuceessto
presshome 53-point demand for total
reform of theelection commission.

Mahbube Alam presided over the
meetingwhileDilip Bapary and Abdul
Khalequespoke.

DU ADMISSION TEST
147 applications
under Kha unit
cancelled

UNB, Dhaka

The Dhaka University authorities
cancelled application forms of 147
candidates as they did not fulfil the
criteria set for admission test under
2005-2006 session.

Their GPA(SSC+HSC/Equivalent
Exam) was below 6 or their
HSC/equivalent examination was
notinthe Humanities group,

Meanwhile, letters have been sent
to the applicants whose application
forms have been cancelled, the list of
which are available on the website
http://www.univdhaka.edu

Buet short course
on 'Coastal Zone

Management'
BSS, Dhaka

A four-day short course on 'Coastal
Zone Management' under the frame-
work of Buet-DUT cooperation in the
field of Water Resources Engineering
Phase-TlibeganatBuethere yesterday.

Directorate of Continuing
Education (DCE) organisedthecourse.

Prof Dr M Fazlul Bari, Head of the
Department of Water Resources
Engineering Buet, was the chief guest
at the inauguiral function while Prof Dr
M Imtiaz Hossain, director, DCE,
presided overthefunction.

The function was' addressed, by
Prof Dr M Mirajahan, Project Director,
Buet-DUT Linkage Project and Prof Dr
MohammadAliBhuiyan.

Atotal of 22 persons from different
organisations are taking part in the
COUrse.
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to know more call 707 or visit www.djuice.com.bd
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~ Keep discovering.

Discover frequent flyer benefits at www.skywards.com. For more detalls contact your local travel agent or Emirates in Dhaka on 8892801, Chittagong on 725647 or Sylhet on 711200.




