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Militancy overshadows
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aseries of 'crossfire' killings, death of
119 people in alaunch capsize in the

Saarc Summit improved the govern-
ment's image while people wel-

House repeatedly blasted the news-
papers for "tarnishing country's

Sun also rises
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Other port facilities also improved

38.95 percentinthat quarter.
All this means the economy

WB wants
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parliament as well as introduction of
apublic procurement law in order to
make the public financial manage-

Indonesia blast

FROM PAGE 20
on high alert for potential Islamic
extremist attacks during the New

Muslim-populated nation, but
Christians and Muslims live in
roughly equal numbers in parts of
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killing 77 people also marked the just
concludedyear.

The government that had repeat-
edly denied the existence of the
militantswas forced to ban Jama'atul
Mujahideen Bangladesh JMB) and
Jagrata Muslim Janata of Bangladesh
(MJB) after several NGO offices in
thenorthernregion wereattacked.

Taking the advantage of the laxity
in government drive against extrem-
ism, the militants prepared them-

Bangladesh cricket team's triumph
over world champions Australia and
the first test series victory that came
againstZimbabwe
CONFRONTATIONALPOLITICS

With time running out fast, the ruling
and opposition parties are now
preparing for the polls and compet-
ing to take control of the streets
ahead of the next parliamentary
election, that many fear will over-
shadow the militantissue.

injured, 11 arrested, four kidnapped
and 53 assaulted in more than 500
incidents across the country.
Besides, 249 journalists were threat-
ened with death and cases filed
against 130 others, according to HR
bodies.

When the journalists were facing
such attacks, the Press Council
submitted to the information minis-
try a draft law that suggests punitive
measures against newspapers
including cancellation of declaration

witnessed some improvement last
year to the relief of the private sector.
It reported fewer incidents of extor-
tion and intimidation by organised
criminals.

But still that did not make life
easier for the private sector people. A
spate ofbomb blasts scared investors
and foreign buyers off. Foreign
buyers now do not want to fly in to
negotiate deals. But, the garment
owners did not let up; they now fly

poor. And the rise of the SME sector
meant more egalitarian pay. All these
are healthysigns for the economy.

But dangers also appeared on the
horizon and inflation was only one of
them. What was only 5.52 percent in
January inched up to 7.28 percent in
October. Much of it was imported
because of price rise of commodities
on the international markets.
Increase in fuel price also added to
thatupward trendin prices.

principle a draft public procurement
act to get the third DSC tranche. The
WB now wants the law to get enacted
byparliament.

It also prescribes putting a com-
plaint mechanism including inde-
pendent review panels into opera-
tion for public procurement and
quarterly web-publication of find-
ings of monitoring and inspection of
procurements in infrastructure and
the power sector.

One of the conditions is for

thronged the stall to buy pork, which
is forbidden for Muslims, for New
Year's Eve celebrations later
Saturdaynight, policesaid.

National police spokesman
Paulus Purwoko told reporters that
three victims died at the bomb site
andfourdied laterin hospital.

He said that the blast did not bear
the hallmarks of on-the-run
Malaysian militant Noordin
Mohammad Top and his group
"because they normally target for-

President Susilo Bamban
Yudhoyono condemned the attacﬁ
and immediately ordered an investi-
gation, his spokesman Andi
Malarangengsaid.

Yudhoyono had also asked top
security minister Widodo Adisucipto
and national %olice chief Sutanto to
"investigate whether this bombing is
related to the previous attacks" in the
region, Malarangengtold AFP.

National police deputy spokes-
man Anton Bahrul Alam told AFP
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trywide blasts on August 17 to prove
theirstrongnetwork.

When the militant activities
reached the peak in the following
months with the introduction of
suicide bomb attacks, the govern-
ment faced strong pressure and
demand for national consensus
againstthemenace.

On November 30, the prime
minister offered a 'national dialogue'
to find ways to stop bomb terrorism
but the mainstream opposition
parties including the newly formed
14-party alliance led by Awami
Leagueboycotted the talks.

The government high-ups on one
hand urged all the political parties to
join in the national dialogue on
terrorism and on the other launched
acampaign against the main opposi-

to bring reform in the caretaker
government and the electoral rules.
Theydeclared that theywillresistany
election if it is held without reforms
while the government has rejected
the demand saying that the election
will be held under the existing sys-
tem.

The 14-partyheld a 'grandrally' in
Paltan Maidan on November 22
despite government obstruction and
announced a 23-point common
national programmewith a pledge to
establish a democratic country free
from communal politics and extrem-
ism.
Within one month, the ruling
BNP staged a similar showdown in
Paltan.

Amid such a volatile situation, the
Election Commission starts working

The judiciary witnessed lawyers'
agitation throughout the year on
different issues including the mili-
tant attacks and threats on judges
and the alleged manipulation in the
LLB result-sheet of an additional
judge ofthe High Court.

The High Court delivered a num-
ber of significant judgements last
year -- one declared illegal the fifth
amendment to the constitution
through which late president Ziaur
Rahman assumed state power and
another declared Gram Sarkar Act
illegal.

Another much talked about issue
in the judiciary was the presidential
clemency to a ruling BNP man who
was sentenced to death in a double
murder case. The lawyers demon-
strated on the Supreme Court pre-

jolted the readymade garment
industry that feeds 78 percent of the
exportfigure.

Last year also saw a big drop in
apparel prices. In many cases prices
eroded by as much as 30 percent.
That had a big impact on the woven
garment exports that plummeted by
8.10 percent in July to September last
year (or the first quarter of the cur-
rent fiscal year, FY06). But the loss in
woven sub-sector had been made up
by a spectacular 17.95 percent
growth in knitwear during the same
period.

And the construction sector
bounced back from a year of depres-
sion. Demands grew although hous-
ing prices soared by almost 50 per-
cent in the last one year. The last
housing fair saw a record Tk 650

embarked on a contractionary
monetary policy and applied its
instruments to increase interest
rates byaround 3 percent. Thismade
the business community jittery as
their costs increased. If the trend
continues in the new year, it may
adversely affect investment,
although many would argue that
factors outside the cost of fund now
affect investment more than any-
thingin Bangladesh.

Because of high imports and
pressure on exports, the balance of
payment situation again turned
fragile last year and the foreign
exchange reserve dwindled to $2.80
billion.

The course that Bangladesh
economy can follow in the new year

active prosecution of serious acts of
corruption. Another is for setting
specific terms of reference and a
fixed tenure for the managing direc-
tors of nationalised commercial
banks with a view to corporatize the
banks.

The government will have to
formulate and adopt a least-cost
plan for developing power genera-
tion and define its strategy for power
generation investment, specifying
the proportion of public and private
sectorfinancingin the sector.

The WB also wants the govern-
ment to offer a bid package to quali-
fied private investors for at least one
new, base-load, power plant. It
wants to see a transparent and com-
petitive procedure, with a selection
criterion based on technical compe-
tence and financial capabilities, in

earlier six to seven, and said the
number ofinjured was at48.

Television footage showed hel-
meted police along with survivors
carrying the bloodied victims, many
of whom were Christians, to cars
amid the chaos. The injured were
ferried tofournearbyhospitals.

"We have sealed the area for fears
of more unidentified bombs,"
Rawang said soon after the blast.
"Most of the victims suffered injuries
to their legs because of the shrapnel
fromthebomb."

Provincial police spokesman Rais
Adam told AFP that a bomb squad
unit had defused a second bomb
near thesite of the firstblast.

Indonesia is the world's largest

Belal murder case

forcementswould besent.

Meanwhile some 18,000 security
forces on guard over the holiday
period were "trying to prevent
attacks such as the Palu bombing
from taking place in other cities as
people are gearing up for the New
Year'sparty,” hesaid.

Shahjalal newsprint
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The price oflocal newsprint rose to
Tk 45,000 from Tk 42,000 per tonne
in July 2005. It became Tk 49, 000
per tonne in August, the Noab
pressrelease said.

The cost of imported newsprint
stands at Tk 40,000 per tonne while
the cost of locally produced news-
print becomes Tk 55,000 per tonne
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The dialogue on militancy that
began on December 12 is yet to end
and nobody knows how long will the
discussion continue with the small
political parties and the pro-
government professional groups.

Apart from the allegations raised
by the opposition, theruling BNP has
also faced tremendous internal
pressure when a number of senior
leaders including a lawmaker cate-
gorically alleged that Jamaat is the
main forcebehind militancy.

BNP lawmaker Abu Hena was
expelled from the party for his out-
spoken statement about militancy
involving Jamaat and some minis-
ters.

Amid media reports on misman-
agementand irregularities in dealing
with hajj flights, state minister for
civil aviation and tourism Mir
Mohammad Nasir Uddin had to quit
while state minister for energy AKM
Mosharraf Hossain resigned over
receiving a luxuries car from contro-
versial oiland gas company Niko.

Bangladesh was branded as most
corrupt in the world by the
Transparency International for five
consecutive years, but the govern-
ment hardly took the matter seri-
ously. The Anti-Corruption
Commission is yet to start function-
ingeffectively.

Despite the insecurity, soaring
cost of living and confrontational
politics, people observed a few
successes. The successful holding of

decision of the chief election com-
missioner, appointed by the govern-
mentinahurried move on May23.
But uncertainty looms large over
the fate of holding a free, fair and
peaceful electionin time as theruling
and opposition parties stick to their
stances on the reforms in the care-
taker government system and the
electoralrules.
HRVIOLATIONS,
ATTACK ON MEDIA

The violation of human rights con-
tinued in 2005 with the killing of 396
people in so-called 'crossfire' during
'shootouts' between the lawbreakers
and the law enforcement agencies,
mainly Rapid Action Battalion and
police.

Besides, the countrywide bomb
blasts and grenade attacks left 62
peoplekilled.

The zealots continued their
attacks on Ahmadiyyas across the
country demanding that the small
sect should be declared non-
Muslim.

Atthe end of the year, the govern-
ment promulgated an ordinance
allowing the security agencies to bug
telephonic conversations ignoring
the protests of human rights organi-
sations, political parties and the civil
society.

The media was under tremen-
dous pressures throughout the year.
Senior ministers and the ruling party
lawmakers in and outside of the

Listing starts today
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(CEC) tomorrow.

Alongside the petitions filed by its
lawmakers, AL will stage demonstra-
tions across the country to protest
CEC MA Aziz's decision to have a
fresh voter list, ignoring the opinion
of the other two election commis-
sioners.

The party will hold a protest rally
and bring out a procession in the
capital while its youth front Awami
Jubo League will lay siege to the
Election Commission (EC) this
morning. Besides, different district
and upazila units of the party and its
front wings will demonstrate against
thefreshrollmove.

In another development, the
Supreme Court Bar Association
(SCBA) yesterday accused CEC
Justice MA Aziz of violating the
constitution by taking no account of
the other election commissioners'
opinion over theissue of voter list.

The CEC's move to 'stage-
manage' the next election for the
ruling alliance at the instigation of
some 'evil forces' inside the commis-
sion secretariat is suicidal for the
future of democracy in the country,
SCBA General Secretary M Enayetur
Rahim said, reading from a state-
mentata press conference.

A total of 2,16,722 enumerators,
who were appointed in last
November despite objections from
election commissioners M Munsef
Ali and AK Mohammad Ali, will go
from door to door collecting infor-
mation on the would-be voters till
January7.

The two election commissioners
had opposed the recruitment in
writing. But the EC secretariat on
orders of the CEC went on to appoint
83 registration officers, 6,270 assis-
tant registration officers, 55,684
supervisors and 2,16,722 enumera-
torsforthelistingjob.

They will carry out the task of
preparing the fresh electoral roll in
line with the decision CEC took on
hisown onAugust6.

According to the timetable
declared for the task on December 6,
also without consulting the two
election commissioners, the super-
visor will start checking the collected
information from January 8 to
January 21 while assistant registra-
tion officers will begin re-checking
those from January 22.

A draft list will be published on
February 28 while complaints about
that will have to be submitted by
March 16. The revising authorities
willresolve the complaints by April 1.

On completion of these phases,
the final voter list will be published
onjunel.

CONTROVERSY
Election Commissioners M Munsef
Ali and AK Mohammad Ali have all

along been objecting to going for a
freshvoterlist.

With his two colleagues being
vocal in their displeasure over his
decision, MA Aziz has not convened
a meeting of the commission to
discuss theissue sincelast August.

Attimes, he had forwarded files to
the election commissioners for their
opinion on matters pertaining to
preparation of the roll. In reply, the
two gave note of dissent in each of
thosefiles.

But the EC secretariat refused to
pay attention to the dissent. Instead,
at the directive of the CEC, it
wrapped up preparations including
the recruitment and training of
manpower and printing of voter
forms.

Opposition lawmakers Rahmat
Ali and Asaduzzaman Noor, and AL
General Secretary Abdul Jalil on
December 11 filed two writ petitions
with the High Court, challenging the
CEC decision and activities in prepa-
ration ofafreshroll.

The petitions argue thatthe CEC's
decision without authorisation of
two of the three commissioners was
taken illegally while the recruitment
for the purpose of preparing a fresh
electoralrollareimpugned.

The CEC has no authority to
exercise the powers conferred upon
the EC without authorisation or
consent of at least the majority view
of the election commissioners, the
petitions stated.

The latest in the controversy was
CEC MA Aziz's not talking to the
mediadespiteinviting the journalists
forapressbriefingon Thursday.

2 JMB men
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with the bomb by electric wire.

A student of Jamia Ahmedia
Sunnia Hefzokhana at Hathazari in
Chittagong, Uday came to the
capital and rented room No. 113 at
the Hotel Sebika in Moghbazar at
around 10:30am on Friday.

“The bomb contained both
flammable substance and splin-
ters, so it could cause huge dam-
age,” Lt Col Jjazur Rahman, Rab-2
commanding officer, told The
Daily Star. The criminal brought
the bomb to blast it on 31st night,
hesaid.

During primary interrogation,
Uday said a man gave him the
packet to deliver it to another
person. He, however, remained
silent as the interrogators asked
him about the identity of those two.

The Rab-2 commanding officer
said theyare yet to interrogate Arif.

The House passed the year amid
continued boycott by the main
opposition Awami League and there
was no move to resolve the parlia-
mentary standoff.

The second largest opposition in
parliament, HM Ershad's Jatiya Party
that continued its participation in
parliamentary proceedings failed to
playitsrole, fearing the consequence
of the pending cases against the
party chairman.

However, 45 lawmakers, elected
to women's reserved seats in an
election boycotted by the main
opposition, joined parliament and
improvedslightlyits quorum crisis.

The parliamentary committee
system failed to ensure accountabil-
ity in the government expenditure
and activities due to pressure from
theministers.

Safta
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developed countries (LDCs)
including a mechanism for com-
pensation of revenue loss due to
reduction in duties.

The LDCs to be compensated
include Bangladesh and the
Maldives. Indian cabinet ratified
the agreement on December 29.

As per the agreement, trade
liberalisation programme will not
apply to the tariff lines included in
the sensitive list.

India has finalised two separate
lists -- alonger list fornon-LDCs such
as Pakistan and Sri Lanka containing
884 items and a shorter for other
Saarcmemberswith 763 items.

The LDCs will also be provided
technical assistance in areas like
capacity building in standard,
protect certification, training of
human resources, improvement of
legal system and administration,
custom procedures and trade
facilitation.

The Saarc (South Asian Associa-
tion of Regional Cooperation)
includes Bangladesh, Bhutan,
India, the Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan
and SriLanka.

Migratory birds
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“This is obviously an uncommon
but wonderful programme. I have
brought my daughter so that she
grows up with a love for nature,”

said Rashida Begum, mother of
Pritha.

The Bangladesh Nature
Conservation Committee (NCC)
organised the festival. Green cam-
paigner Prof Serajul Islam
Choudhury inaugurated the festi-
val by releasing house pigeons.

Describing the event as a “social
festival”, Prof Choudhury said the
human-bird relationship should
befriendlier.

“Birds are not our guests. They
are our darling,” he said in his
inaugural speech. “We should
adopt more environment-friendly
activities,” he added, asking all to
plantbird-friendly fruit trees.

Eight species of migratory and
resident waterfowl have landed on
the lake this year, the organisers
said. There are 162 species of them
in Bangladesh--46 of themresident
and the rest migratory, he said.

The NCC members said the
flock in the Ceramic Lake includes
pin tail, lesser whistling till, ruddy
shellduck, green winged till, comb
duck, little egret, bittern and pond
heron.

“As the adjoining areas are not
safe because of random hunting of
the migratory birds, they have been
flying back to the Ceramic Lake for
the last few years,” said one of the
organisers.

The Mirpur festival also
included photography exhibition,
art competition for children, cul-
tural programmes and discussion-
-allaboutbirds and nature.

The Civic Committee for
Resisting Bird-flu in Bangladesh
ran its campaign at the festival to
raise awareness among people
about not killing the migratory
birds which might cause an out-
break of bird flu as these birds may
carry the bird flu virus.

The farmers also put in their best
last year in both Boro and Aman
seasons to churn out good yields.
Despite flooding in some important
northern pockets, the average Aman
harvest was high. The crops sector
that has witnessed dismal growth
figures for the last five fiscal years,
including two negative years of FY02
(-2.39 percent) and FY05 (-3.30
percent), is expected to contribute
heavily to this fiscal year's GDP
growth.

The mobility in the economy was
also reflected in a high credit growth
of 20.85 percent in July-September
last year. Although a chunk of it was
due to heavy government borrowing
and state-owned enterprise lending,
the private sector also had a pie of it
and its credit grew by 17.2 percent.
Imports also kept pace with the
economic activities and grew by

terms of rent-seeking, breakdown in
governance, worsening of the law
and order, and slowdown in reforms.
In that case, Bangladesh may be
flung into a growth retarding black-
hole nadir. But a silver lining is also
there; a new opportunity opens up
through the Safta and Bimstec free
trade agreement. Despite all the
strains, Bangladesh's garments are
still competitive and buyers don't
want to shift orders from a stable
supplier. Agro products have a good
export chance. And the demand for
domesticinvestment -- in infrastruc-
ture, in agriculture and in services --
ishuge.

The business community is ready
to take up the challenge. What
remains to be seen is whether the
country's political leadership
responds with an equal commit-
ment.

SC Bar accuses
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fresh voter list ignoring the opinions
of the two other election commis-
sioners is a suicidal step for democ-
racy and future elections in this
country,” SCBA Secretary M
Enayetur Rahim told a press briefing
at the South Hall of the SCBA yester-
day.

The two other election commis-
sioners are being excluded as per the
ruling alliance blueprint for the next
elections, Rahim said in a written
statement, adding, "The controver-
sial process by the controversial
individuals is being done under the
suggestions and influence of a sinis-
ter force within the commission
secretariat."

While hearing on two writ peti-
tions filed against the EC's unilateral
decision of making the fresh voter list
is scheduled for tomorrow, the
process to make a fresh voter list
startstoday.

The CEC's attempt to expedite
the fresh voter listing process, before
the disposal of the two writ petitions,
expresses lack of confidence in and
disrespect for the court, the SCBA
secretarysaid.

Advocate Enayet urged Justice
MA Aziz to keep himself above any
controversy by not falling into a
conspiracy by the evil groups so that
he (MA Aziz) does not suffer the same
fate asformer chiefelection commis-
sioner Justice AKM Sadeque.

"Justice AKM Sadeque has

become a neglected person in the
history of Bangladesh through losing
his dignity by holding the election on
thelines of the blueprint on February
15, 1996, to satisfy the then power-
greedyrulingparty,” hesaid.

Hesaid the governmentis contin-
uously committing contempt of
court by not complying with the
Supreme Court directives in the
Masdar Hossain case for separating
the judiciary from the executive after
the Supreme Court, on October 20,
had refused to entertain a govern-
ment petition seeking time in this
regard.

The SCBA leaders demanded that
the government give Tk 50 lakh
before Eid-ul Azha in damages to the
family members of each of the 20
victims who were killed in the bomb
attacks in Gazipur, Jhalakathi,
Chittagongand Netrokona.

They also demanded that the
government take proper security
measures on the court premises
across the country, as the courts
reopen today after a month-long
wintervacation.

SCBA leaders advocates Subrata
Chowdhury, Mainul Islam
Chowdhury, Shah Zahirul Haque,
Abdus Salam Mandal, Mohammad
Salim, Jahangir Hossain Salim,
Azherullah Bhuiyan, Rabiul Alam,
among others, were present at the
press conference.

Advance raids
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violence on the New Year Eve.

Of them, 64 were shown
arrested as they failed to produce
valid papers for their stay in the
dormitories while the rest were
released.

Divided into separate groups,
11 platoons of police carried out
the raids simultaneously on 12
dormitories, entering each room to
check the identity cards and other
necessary papers of the residents.

According to the Ramna police,
they picked 23 persons from Dr
Muhammad Shahidullah Hall, 17
from Surya Sen Hall, 11 from
Sergeant Zahurul Haq Hall, 10 from
Sir F Rahman Hall, eight from
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman Hall, two from Haji
Mohammad Mohsin Hall, and one
each from Jagannath Hall and
Salimullah Hall. They also raided
Muktijoddha Ziaur Rahman Hall,
Kobi Jasimuddin Hall, Amar
Ekushe Hall and Sher-e-Bangla
Fazlul Haq Hall.

The police said most of the
arrestees are relatives of DU stu-
dents residing in the dormitories
and they came to Dhaka for taking
part in admission tests at different
educational institutions, treat-
mentand visiting the capital.

The policereleased 11 after they
produced valid papers of their
studentship at the university. They
sent the rest to the court under
Dhaka Metropolitan Police (DMP)
Ordinance for their “illegal stay” at

the dormitories, which they
claimed they did not know, was
illegal.

“We have shown them arrested
under sections 84 and 100 of the
DMP Ordinance,” the duty officer
of the Ramna Police Station told
The Daily Star yesterday evening.

BDNEWS adds: The members of
the Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal JCD),
student wing of the ruling BNP,
obstructed the police at the
Muktijoddha Ziaur Rahman Hall
when the law enforcers wanted to
search the room of its hall unit
president.

However, after intervention of
senior JCD leaders, the police were
later able to carry out their duty. No
onewas arrested from the hall.

“The arrested are outsiders. No
weapon or ammunition was recov-
ered,” the news agency quoted
Mahbubur Rahman, officer-in-
charge of RamnaPS, as saying.

Meanwhile, some students
alleged that the police were not
sincere about raiding the rooms
occupied byJCD activists.

The Ramna police also held 40
others from Babupura slum,
Railway Hospital area, Dhaka
Medical College and Hospital staff
quarters, Nilkhet residential area,
Aziz Super Market and the slum
near Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib
Medical University Hospital,
sources said.

restructuring the National Board of
Revenue (NBR) inlinewith the NBR's
Strategic DevelopmentPlan adopted
by the government to ensure its
effectiveness and accountability.
The NBR will also have the flexibility
to recruit from the private sector if
necessary.

Sources at the Economic
Relations Division (ERD) said the WB
considers the upcoming national
election as a major hurdle for steer-
ing ahead the ongoing reform
programme. So, it will disburse the
future development credits only
upon the implementation of the
agreed reforms. The amounts of the
loans and timing of their disburse-
ments will also depend on the gov-
ernment's express commitment to
reforms, theysaid.

A finance ministry source said the
fourth DSC trancheisincluded in the
budget financing of the current fiscal
year.

Bangladeshl
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lookalike of any expensive brands.
Unlike his earlier work, the Leepu F-
21 resembles no vehicles on the road
today.

The jet-black car raised a lot of
eyebrows on Manik Mia Avenue
when it was taken there for a press
demonstrationyesterdayafternoon.

Leepu said he named the car after
himself followed by F-21, which
stands for February 21 -- Amar
Ekushey and International Mother
Language Day.

He plans to take 'Leepu Leniza',
his brand name, on small-scale
production. "Cars produced in
cottage industries are quite common
in some countries. I'd like to do
something like that in Bangladesh,"
hesaid.

"I have received a lot of media
coverage and am getting work offers
because of that as well. But nobody
seems to be willing to invest in a
small automobile cottage industry,"
headded.

Sayed M Tanvir, director of
Pacific Jeans Ltd, had asked Leepu to
manufacture the car for him.

Replying to a question on why he
had chosen Leepu, Tanvir said, "I
heard a lot about him when I was in
England. I wanted to get something
frommyhome country."

Leepu took almost a year to
manufacture the Tk 15.5 lakh car.
The F-21 has a 77 Toyota Celica
chassis, which was bought at only Tk
50,000, and a Toyota Townace 1.8
litre engine.

Lonely eyes
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Shahid, along with Rahman's
colleague at Petrobangla MA Baset
and his wife, and the driver.

A student of class V, Nahin is
currently under treatment at the
National Institute of Traumatology
and Orthopaedic Rehabilitation
(NITOR).

In another bed only a few doors
down from Nahin's room was lying
Baset's 23-year-old-son Nihad
Adnan Amit. His intermittent
bellows echoed through the hospi-
tal floors. They were not as much
of pain as were of watching his
parents burn to death before his
very eyes.

Like Nahin, he too was fortunate
to escape death in the crash and
was rescued by the locals. But the
horrors of the scene haunt him like
aghostand each time they get even
moreintense.

The microbus carrying Nahin,
Amit, their parents crashed head-
onwith aspeeding truck at Baghata
in Narsingdi Sadar on Friday morn-
ing. On hearing a loud bang, villag-
ers rushed to the scene and pulled
out Nahin and Amit from the back
seat.

But before they could get to the
others trapped inside, the car went
up in flames and all on board were
burntto death.

Amit gazes blankly as a sense of
guilt arising out of his failure to
save his parents overwhelms him.

Both Nahin and Amit are out of
danger and have started to eat
again, the doctors at the hospital
said, adding that it would take
several months for Amit to make a
fullrecovery.

Metropolitan Magistrate Atiqul
Haque under Section 164 onJuly 13
confessing to his involvement in
Belal murder.

While in jail, Ekhlas submitted a
petition to the Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate (CMM) through the jail
superintendent to retract his
judicial confession.

The investigating officer of the
case forced him to make such
statement under Section 164
threatening him with 'crossfire’, he
mentioned in the petition.

The CMM later forwarded the
petition with case docket to the
High Court.

Shaikh Belaluddin, Khulna
bureau chief of the Dainik Sangram
was injured in a bomb attack on
February 5 last year and died on
February 11 while he was under
treatmentat Dhaka CMH.

the local mills are not able to sup-
ply newsprint as per demand, the
release said.

On per tonne imported news-
print, the importers have to pay 25
percent import duty, 15 percent
Vat, 4 percent surcharge, 3 percent
advance income tax, 1 percent PSI,
0.13 percent DF Vat, port fee and
charge of shipping agency, 2 per-
cent insurance cost and Tk 23,000
for other costs. The final cost
stands at Tk 63,000 per tonne of
newsprint, according to the press
release signed by Noab President
Mahbubul Alam.

The statement said the recent
situation proves that the local
newsprint mills have been increas-
ing the price, taking advantage of
the imposed SRO, import duty, Vat
and other excises on newsprint
import.

India goes for dams
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Both Bangladesh and northeastern
India fear complete choking and
drying up of their river systems and
also submersion of scores of villages
inhabited by indigenous people in
Manipur duetoregulation of waterat
Tipaimukh dam at the confluence of
theBarakriver.

Participants from India at ITDC
alleged that Delhi was up for generat-
ing 60,000 MW of hydropower by
building scores of dams for market-
ingabroad.

"Projected power requirement of
seven sisters (seven northeastern
Indian states) is 1900 MW in 2020
while Delhi is up for generating
60,000 MW by building dams on
rivers and tributaries, many of which
are main sources of water for major
Bangladeshi rivers. The 22-km
chicken-neck dividing seven sisters
and rest of India would not permit
transfer of such high-velocity addi-
tional power thatIndia decidestosell
to Laos, Vietnam, Cambodia and
Thailand," said the Coordinator of
the River Basin Friends of Assam,
Rabindranath.

"This power will not light our
homes. If Tipaimukh (dam) is built,
the Surma and Kushiara (in
Bangladesh) will be choked in a year.
Indian government is not consider-
ing preserving human livelihoods
and ecology, it is considering the
dam issue in the line of cement-
mafia, iron-mafia and turbine manu-
facturers," said Rabindranath, well
known in India for water rights
activities.

The Dhaka Declaration of the
ITDC-2005 called for coordinated
peoples' campaign against
Tipaimukh project and advocated a
'South Asian Regional Riparian
Union' agreement within the frame-
workof Saarc.

Prof Nazrul Islam chaired the
third and last session of the two-day
conference with politicians, aca-
demics and activists making a strong
plea for basin-wide approach in
harnessing waters of the common
rivers. They stressed that co-riparian
countries should have equal rights
ontrans-boundaryrivers.

Writer and academician Prof
Muhammad ZafarIgbal inaugurated
the meet on Friday, held at the
Institution of Engineers.

The ITDC was held in the wake of
last November's Indian decision of
building the Rs 6,000 crore
Tipaimukh dam and its assurance in
September that there would be no

2 'cattle thieves'
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suspecting them of cattle theft.

The dead are identified as
Kashem Ali, 38 and Abu Sayeed, 36
of Sakhallya village in Phulpur.

Police said Sayeed along with
Kashem came to his in-laws' house
in the same village. They were
roaming at about midnight arous-
ing suspicion among the villagers
that they are cattle thieves.

The villagers held the two and
beat them up. At one stage, they
slaughtered Sayeed and Kashem.

Police recovered the bodies
yesterday morning.

The victims were accused in a
number of cattle theft and robbery
cases, the police said.

diversion of water from the Barak,
the main source of water of the
Surma and Kushiara that feed the
Meghna.

Experts fear that Tipaimukh dam
would slash down water flow to the
Meghna, Surma and Kushiara
resulting in intrusion of saline water
from the Bay of Bengal up to Bhairab
inBangladesh.

Speaking at the conference,
Awami League (AL) central leader
and lawmaker Nurul Islam Nahid
asserted that no state or government
canhaveasole stake on naturewhich
is the common property of the man-
kind.

The main organiser of the ITDC
and Angikar Bangladesh's Chief
Director Muhammad Hilaluddin
felt pity that people are becoming
captive oftheir greed, and urged all to
fight any move that goes against
nature.

Former minister and AL leader
AMA Muhit expressed concern at
India's dam-building spree in its
northeastern states, having serious
bearings on Bangladesh.

Indian authorities should not be
captive of partisan interests, said JSD
(Inu) leader Mainuddin Khan Badal.

CPB leader Shahidullah
Chowdhury said while India is con-
cerned at militancy in Bangladesh, it
is unfortunate that building of a dam
that could jeopardise millions oflives
didnotbotherit (India) atall.

Citing integrated water resources
management of common rivers like
the Mekong, Zambezi and Lake
Victory, Prof Asif Nazrul said he did
not find any reason why donors are
not coming forward in case of India,
Bangladesh and Nepal contemplat-
ing concerted efforts to harness
waters of trans-boundaryrivers.

JMB Khulna boss
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at Daulatpur of the city on Friday.
Sources said Mohammad Ziaur
Rahman Sagor alias Shabbir was
arrested at Tootpara in Khulna city on
Thursdaynight.

A senior officer of intelligence
agency of Khulna Metropolitan Police
(KMP) said a vigorous investigation is
going on to find out links between a
ward level BNPleaderand Shabbir.

Shabbir told police he used to
come to Khulna frequently from
Jessore to supply money, explosives
and instructions from operations
commander in the south-western
region Hafez Mahmud to other JMB
cadres. He said there are seven more
'Ehsars', the first tier of JMB and full-
time JMB workers, at large who are
trained forsuicidebomb attacks.

A student of Dakhil madrasa in
Natore, Shabbir failed twice in the
Dakhil examination in 2000 and 2002.
"T joined JMB last year at the call of
Bangla Bhai," said the JMB deputy
operations commander in Khulna.
He said he along with some other JMB
cadres stayed at the house of Abdul
Hakim, a teacher of St Josheph's
Schoolin Bagmara ofKhulna.

Deputy Commissioner Akbar Ali
of KMP told The Daily Star yesterday
the police and Rab are committed to
crushingtheJMB networkin Khulna.

Meanwhile, securityin Khulna city
has been tightened ahead of New
Year's celebrations following the
arrest of JMB cadres and explosives
haul.
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