Safta comes
into effect
today

P11, New Dealhi

South Asian Free Trade Area (Safta),
which paves the way for free trade
in goods among the Saarc member
states, comesinto effect today,

As per the agreement, India,
Pakistan and'Sri' Lanka will bring
their customs duties to 0-5 percent
by 2013. The least developed mem-
bers Bangladesh, the Maldives,
Nepaland Bhutanwilldoitby2018,

India being the larger and rela-
tively developed economy will be
providing concessions to the least
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Bangladeshi
designed car
unveiled
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Sun also rises despite
political heartbreaks

INAM AHMED

Politicians may have failed again
last year, but the private sector has
not.With perseverance, innovation
and resilience, it has written
another inspiring chapter in the
just-concludedyear.

The result is an encouraging
growth in the industrial sector,
much of which came from small
enterprises. The latest Quantum
Index of Production (QIP), which
excludes the small and medium
enterprises (SMEs), shows a 8.8
percent growth in July-August of
the current fiscal year (FY) against
last year's 6.85 percent. Sectors
such as pharmaceuticals and
textiles pumped much of the steam
into the growth engine and an
exponential advancement of the
service sector, especially the tele-

communications, kept the march
steady.

The service sector growth has
touched people's life in many
dimensions. Shamima Khatun of
Satkhira, who received last year's
Global Microentrepreneurship
Award of the Citigroup Foundation
and the UNCDE putitin hersimple
language: “I supply vegetable to the
local market and I source my prod-
uct from across the country,” she
said, “The main tool Tuse for this is
my mobile phone. 1 instantly col-
lect price information and make
my business decision. Without the
cellphone, Iwould have beenlost.”

No wonder that the mobile
phone sector crossed the 9.4-
million subscriber mark with ease
last year at a 144 percent growth
rate.

But the joumey had not been

easy for the private sector. Talk to
any businessman and he will list
you the problems. Corruption, they
say, reached a new zenith last year.
Nothing worked without money
and the amount of speed money
increased to an abnorma.l propor-
tion.

“Without a strong lobby in the
power corridor, you can't get any
business started,” said a top busi-
nessman of the country. “The
situation was not so bad even a few
years back.”

The infrastructure remained
dismally poor. The quality and
continuity of power supply were at
their worst, while other services
remained at their rock bottoms.
The port was an exception though,
with installation of gantry cranes
speeding up goods clearance.
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Advance raids
on DU halls

75 problem revellers
picked up

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Police picked up 75 persons,
mostly outsiders, during precau-
tionary raids on different dormito-
rics of Dhaka University early
yesterday in a bid to prevent

SEE PAGE 19 COL 4

The first ever automobile Leepu F-
21 designed by a Bangladeshi was
launched in Dhanmondi in the
capital yesterday.

Nizamuddin Awlia. Leepu, lhc-

designer, formally switched on'the
ignition of the car at his Jikatola
home-cum-workshop around

1:00pm.
He said the design of the car is
unigue and not a replica or
SEE PAGE 19 COL 6

Shahjalal newsprint
gets costlier from
today

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Bashundhara Paper Trading, alocal
newsprint mill, increases the price
_of its Shahjalal newsprint by Tk

6,000 pertonne again from today.
The price of newsprint has
increased Tk 13,000 per tonne in
the last six months, said a
Newspaper Owners' Association of

Bangladesh (Noab) press release.
SEE PAGE 19 COL B
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The Ceramic Lake in Mirpur in the city turns alive with thousands of migratory birds flocking together over the

water body.

City welcomes
migratory birds

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Bird lovers in the city yesterday
welcomed varieties of migratory
waterfowl through a festival at the
Ceramic Lake in Mirpur,

In the moming, when the sun
was not quite hot yet, a few hun-
dred people of all ages, including
children accompanied by their
mothers, gathered at the lakeside
towatch the migratorybirds,

Sharifuddin Ahmed, a retired
government employee, brought his
granddaughter Trisha to watch the
birds.

“The festival does not have any
age-limit, so both ofus are enjoying
it,” Sharifuddin gaid. "I do not know
thenames of thebirds butthatdoes
not hold us from enjo ng lhc wiy
theyare flyingandlanding.”

Five-year-old Pritha came to the
festival with her mother. She would

later join an art competition |

arranged by the organisers.
SEE PAGE 19 COL 3
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Militancy overshadows
public security

SHAKHAWAT LITON

An alarming escalation of Islamist
militancy and suicide bomb blasts
was the biggest threat to public
security as it overpowered all other
kinds of criminal activities, politi-
cal violence and killings in the year
2005 thatended yesterday.

But negative politics has buried’

people's expectation of rooting out
unitedly the militants who have
established a reign of terror by
carrying out countrywide serial
blasts and attacks on courts and
other establishments, Killing

‘ judges, lawyers and commoners.

The government's role in tack-
ling the militancy has been ques-
tioned as it turns a deaf ear to the
allegations against Jamaat-e-
Islami, some ministers and ruling
party lawmakers of patronising
and protecting the militants,

The new year starts with the
opposition seeming to focus their
agitation on the resignation of the
four-party government accusing it
of harbouring militants and failing
to govern the country efficiently in
thelast fouryears,

In the last year of the coalition

government, the politicsis heading
towards further confrontation as
both the government and opposi-
tion are preparing to face each
otherin the streetwith an eye to the
upcoming parliamentary election.
The year 2005 that began with
the assassination of former finance
minister Shah AMS Kibria in a
grenade attack witnessed new
dimensions in violence and terror-
ism, human rights violation and
ended with a presidential’ ordi-
nanceonwiretapping.
Skyrocketing prices of essentials,
SEE PAGE 19 COL 1

FRESH Vo*rr—zg ROLL

Listing starts today
amidst controversy

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Amid countrywide demonstra-
tions by the main opposition
Awami League (AL) against the
move to prepare a fresh electoral
roll, over two lakh enumerators
recruited’ controversially begin
today the weeklong process of

collecting information about the
prospective voters.

Meanwhile, the High Court is . Azizofviolating the constitution by

scheduled to hear tomorrowthe two
writ petitions challenging the legal -

é SC Bar accuses

CEC of violating
constitution

: STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Supreme Court Bar
Association (SCBA) yesterday
accused Chief Election

: Commissioner (CEG) Justice MA

: not taking into confidence the two

; other election comimissioners in-

ity of the preparation of a fresh roll :
+ list.
the chief election commissioner -
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following the unilateral decision of

the matter of preparing the voter

"The CEC's initiative to make a
SEE PAGE 19 COL 4

India goes for dams
ignoring eco-disaster

Plans to sell electricity in SE Asia

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

India strives to emerge as an elec-
tricity supplier to the power-
hungry Southeast Asia by generat-
ing hydroelectricity from scores of
dams it is bulilding, including the

highly controversial Tipaimukh
dam, causing colossal ecological
damage to its northeastern part
and entire Bangladesh.

Rights activists from the Indian
states of Assam and Manipur spoke
ofIndia's plan to sell power to Laos,

Cambodia, Viemam and Thailand
at the International Tipaimukh
Dam Conference (ITDC-20035) in
the capital that ended yesterday
with the adoption of 'Dhaka
Declaration.'
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