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Conference
The opening ceremony of two-day 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  T i p a i m u k h  D a m  
Conference will be held. Venue: 
Engineers' Institution auditorium, 
Ramna. Time: 10.00am. 

Seminar
Children's Express, a news agency for 
children, organises a seminar titled 
'Role of child journalists in protecting 
children's rights.' Venue: Cirdap 
auditorium, Topkhana Road. Time: 
10.30am. 

Discussion
Bangabandhu Shishu Academy will 
hold a discussion and cultural function. 
Venue: Bangabandhu Memorial 
Museum premises. Dhanmondi. Time: 

4.30pm.

AGM: ICMAB
The 34th annual general meeting of the 
Institute of Cost and Management 
Accountants of Bangladesh will be held. 
Venue: ICMAB auditorium, Nilkhet. 
Time: 10.00am.

AGM: FPAB
The annual general meeting of the 
national council of the Family Planning 
Association of Bangladesh will be held. 
Venue: 2 Naya Paltan. Time: 9.30am.

TUF conference
The seventh national conference of 
Bangladesh Trade Union Federation 
will be inaugurated. Venue: Muktangon, 
Ramna. Time: 11.00am.

T O D A Y
DHAKA

Abdus Salam Bishwas

The second death 
a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  
A b d u s  S a l a m  
Bishwas, headmas-
ter of Gohala High 
S c h o o l  a t  
Gopalganj, will be 
observed today, 

says a press release.
A doa and milad mahfill will be 

held at his village home at 
Chandradighalia in Gopalganj and 
at 79 West Rampura in Dhaka.

Shaban Manmud, a senior 
reporter of the daily Amader Samoy 
and former TV producer, is his son.

Death anniversary 
Today is the 12th 
death anniversary 
of Sammilon Roy, 
an organiser of the 
l i b e r a t i o n  w a r,  
Aw a m i  L e a g u e  
leader and a dra-
matist, says a press 

release.
On the occasion, religious 

programmes will be held at his 
village home at Mahichail in 
Chandina, Comilla.

Sammilon Roy Smrity Sangsad 
will also hold a memorial meeting on 
December 31.

3,400 textbooks 
seized in city
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Police arrested two persons from a 
bookshop at Banglabazar in the city 
during a drive on Tuesday on charge 
of illegally printing and selling text-
books of the National Curriculum 
and Textbook Board (NCTB).

The police also seized a total of 
3,400 textbooks from Ryad Library 
located at Parry Das Road.

The NCTB in a press release 
said that the board publishes text-
books of secondary level every year 
and that the book printing and 
binding work has been going on this 
year.

But before marketing of these 
books, some unscrupulous busi-
nessmen have already printed such 
books and are selling those secretly, 
it said.

The NCTB also warned that it will 
conduct more drives and take legal 
action against those involved in 
such malpractice.

CABLE SHILPA LTD

17 staffs are 
Islamist 
extremists !
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

Bangladesh Cable Shilpa Ltd 
Managing Director Md Sharfuddin 
Ahmed lodged a general diary with 
Khanjahan Ali Police Station on 
December 15 against 17 workers 
and employees branding them as 
the Islamist extremists. 

In his diary, Sharfuddin said there 
are 17 Islamist extremists in the 
factory at Shiromoni in the Khulna 
city. They are working there in the 
guise of workers and employees, he 
added.

The matter about the general 
diary filed by the Managing Director 
came to light only after police 
started investigation into the allega-
tion from Wednesday.

Sharfuddin could not be con-
tacted for his comment over phone 
as he is now in Dhaka. 

Meanwhi le,  Cable Shi lpa 
Employees' Union President Sheikh 
Golam Mostafa, who is one of the 17 
accused in the GD, refuting the 
allegation said Sharfuddin is a liar. 
Mostafa said the managing director 
is falsely implicating the innocent 
staff  of the factory as Islamist 
extremists to divert our ongoing 
movement against his corruption.

Injured JMB man  
hospitalised 
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Barisal 

Mamun Ali, the injured suicide 
squad member of Jama'atul 
Mujahideen Bangladesh (JMB) and 
killer of two judges at Jhalakathi, 
was admitted to Barisal Sher-e-
Bangla Medical College and 
Hospital on Wednesday night. 

He was taken on a ten-day 
remand by CID at Jhalakathi on 
December 21 after his interrogation 
by Joint Interrogation Cell and 
treatment at Dhaka Medical College 
and Hospital.

Earlier, Mamun was sent back to 
Jhalakathi Jail from CID remand on 
Monday as his condition deterio-
rated there. 

Emergency medical officer at 
SBMCH said infection like gangrene 
has developed at the injured leg of 
Mamun. 

Shamim gets 
Monajatuddin 
Smriti Puroshkar
STAFF CORRESPONDENT 

Shamim Al-Amin, staff reporter of 
the Prothom Alo, was awarded the 
'Charon Sangbadik Monajatuddin 
Smriti Puroshkar 2004' yesterday 
for his series reporting on 'Influential 
people grasp thousands acres of 
land in Noakhali char lands, hard-
ship of the grassroots people and 
women in border areas are more 
vulnerable to AIDS '.

Monajatuddin Smriti Sangsad 
organised the prize giving cere-
mony on the occasion of the 10th 
death anniversary of journalist 
Monajatuddin.

Journalist Faiz Ahmed handed 
over a crest and check for Tk 25,000 
to Shamim Al-Amin at a function at 
the National Press Club sponsored 
by Brac.

Faiz Ahmed said Monajatuddin 
created a new horizon in suburb 
journalism and many people used to 
read the daily Sangbad only for his 
story. 

"We need a journalist like 
Monajatuddin at the present critical 
situation of the country," he added.

Congratulating the recipient of 
the award, former president of 
Dhaka Univers i ty  Teachers '  
Association Prof AAMS Arefin 
Siddique said number of journalist 
like Monajatuddin is very few in the 
country. 

He said the young journalists can 
learn from his professional excel-
lence and humanitarian approach.

"Monajatuddin had no institu-
tional background in journalism, but 
his objectivity in reporting which he 
gained from his experience was out 
of question," said Associate 
Professor of Comilla Cadet College 
Dr Mohammad Joynuddin as the 
core discussant.

He said Monajatuddin is a source 
of inspiration for young journalists.  

Noted economist and Smriti 
Sangsad President Dr Atiur 
Rahman, former secretary to plan-
ning ministry Muhammad Sirajuddin 
and wife Nasima Monajat were 
present.

Govt reluctant
to bring Kibria 
killers to justice
Says Asma Kibria 
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Asma Kibria, widow of slain former 
finance minister Shah AMS Kibria, 
yesterday said the government is 
reluctant to bring the killers to jus-
tice.

She said the police did not take 
necessary steps for recording the 
confessional statement of Qayum, 
the main accused in the Kibria 
murder case, which proves that the 
government remains indifferent to 
this case.

It is not possible to receive justice 
unless this government is ousted, 
she said at the 'Blue for Peace' 
programme in front of the Shishu 
Palli at Shaymoli in the city.

Asma Kibria initiated the cam-
paign to demand trial of all bomb 
and grenade attackers and the 
killers of Kibria.

Wearing blue clothes, over 100 
people joined the half-hour 
programme to express their solidar-
ity with Asma Kibria.

She also called on the people to 
unite to realise the demand for the 
trial of the killers and bomb attack-
ers.

Kibria's sister Sharifa Mosabbir 
and Awami League leader Habibur 
Rahman Mizan also spoke at the 
programme attended by Prof Dr 
AAMS Arefin Siddique, Kibria's 
sister Fouzia Shahed and Ashrafi 
Siddique.

Leaders and activists of Awami 
Sechchhasebak League and Sonar 
Bangla Jubo Parisad also took part 
in the demonstration.

Kibria, also an Awami League 
leader, was killed in a grenade 
attack in his hometown Habiganj on 
January 27.

4 Ctg JMB men 
sent to Dhaka  
for interrogation
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Chittagong

The four Jama'atul Mujahideen 
Bangladesh (JMB) men, now on 10-
day remand second time, were sent 
to Dhaka yesterday for further 
i n t e r r o g a t i o n  a t  t h e  J o i n t  
Interrogation Cell (JIC).

A Rapid Action Battalion (Rab) 
team took the four JMB men -- 
Ch i t tagong d iv is iona l  ch ie f  
Mohammad alias Javed Iqbal alias 
Aman Ullah, Cox's Bazar zone 
commander Naimuzzaman alias 
Jafar alias Sohag, Rafiqul Islam 
alias Roman and Monirul Islam -- to 
the capital.

Rab has a plan to make 
Mohammad issue a public state-
ment in Dhaka, like JMB military 
chief Ataur Rahman Sunny, calling 
all the militants to surrender before 
the law enforcing agencies soon 
and shun the path of militancy, 
sources said.

Mohammad and Naimuzzaman 
were arrested on December 13 with 
huge cache of explosives, bomb-
making materials and bombs from 
their den at city's Kattali area. 
Roman and Monir were arrested the 
following day.

The four were taken on 10-day 
remand on December 16 and sent to 
the JIC. They were placed on fresh 
10-day remand on December 25.

Police Assoc new
committee formed 
Bangladesh Police Association (BPA) 
formed a new 15-member executive 
committee at its monthly meeting at its 
office in the city on Tuesday, says a 
press release.

Inspector Md Mahbubur Rahman, 
officer-in-charge of Ramna Police 
Station, has been made president of 
the association while Awlad Hossain, 
OC of Sutrapur Police Station, became 
the general secretary.

They have expressed commitment 
to strengthening the activities of the 
association and enhancing the image 
of the police.  

SUB-EDITORS' COUNCIL

Humayun, 
Shahana 
President, 
Secy
STAFF CORRESPONDENT 

Humayun Sadeq Chowdhury of 
The Amar Desh and Shahana 
Sheuly of the Jugantar have been 
elected president and general 
secretary of Dhaka Sub-Editors' 
Council, says a press release.

The election was held at the 
National Press Club in the city 
yesterday.

Other-office bearers are:Vice 
President: Shah Matin Tipu, 
Treasurer: Mohammad Al Mamun 
of The Ittefaq, Joint Secretary: 
Jakirul Islam of Janokantha, 
Organising Secretary: Abul Kalam 
Azad  of Banglabazar, Office 
Secretary: Refait Hossain of 
Manabjamin, Sports and Cultural 
Secretary: Mukul Shahriar of  
Bhorer Kagoj, Publication and 
Publicity Secretary: Idris Madraji of 
the Naya Diganta, and Training and 
Research Secretary: A K M 
Kamaluddin. 

Executive committee members 
are Shah Mohammad Mutasim 
Billah of The Janokantha, Summon 
Islam of The Amar Desh, Ashraful 
Islam of UNB, Ibrahim Khalil Jewel 
of The Bhorer Kagoj, Md Jakir 
Hossain of The Prothom Alo, 
Jahidul Haque of UNB, Mohammad 
Ashraful Islam of The Sangram, 
Rafiqul Haq Dadu Bhai of The 
Jugantar, Md Asif Mahmud of The 
Bangladesh Today, Mohammad 
Monjurul Alam of The News Today 
and Sayed Saleh Imran of The 
Naya Diganta.

ULAB introduces 
Maj Gen Mannan 
Siddiqui 
Scholarship
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  L i b e r a l  A r t s  
Bangladesh (ULAB) has introduced 
"Major General (Retd) Abdul 
Mannan Siddiqui Scholarship,” says 
a press release.

Dr Maliha Mannan Ahmed, 
daughter of late Major General 
(Retd) Abdul Mannan Siddiqui 
handed over a cheque for Tk 10 lakh 
and scholarship documents to 
ULAB Vice-Chancellor Kazi Shahid 
Ahmed at a simple ceremony on its 
Mohakhali campus yesterday.

The number of named scholar-
ship for ULAB students now stands 
at six. Prospective students acquir-
ing GPA 5 in HSC and no less than 
4.5 in SSC are entitled to apply for 
this scholarship. The ULAB stu-
dents who have CGPA 3.5 in the 
semesters held in the last one year 
are also entitled to this scholarship. 
The scholarship holders will be 
entitled to receive full tuition schol-
arship (waiver) and they will also 
receive Tk 2,000 per month in the 
regular semesters.

 Pro-Vice Chancellor Prof Rafiqul 
Islam, Dr Maliha Mannan Ahmed 
and journalist Raqib Siddique spoke 
on the occasion with Kazi Shahid 
Ahmed in the chair. ULAB treasurer 
Kazi Nabil Ahmed  moderated the 
programme.

Chief adviser of a caretaker 
government  Jus t ice  La t i fu r  
Rahman, former minister Captain 
(Retd) Nurul Haque, chairman of the 
Board of Governors, Ameenah 
Ahmed and members of Mannan 
Siddiqui's family, friends and rela-
tives were present. Deans of differ-
ent schools, ULAB students, faculty 
members and officials were also 
present in the ceremony.

Dr Maliha Mannan Ahmed hands over a cheque for Tk 10 lakh to ULAB Vice-
Chancellor Kazi Shahid Ahmed at a simple ceremony on Mohakhali campus 
yesterday to introduce "Major General (Retd) Abdul Mannan Siddiqui 
Scholarship.”

PHOTO: STAR 

Family members of slain former finance minister Shah AMS Kibria and members of civil society take part in the 'Blue 
for Peace' programme at Shaymoli in the city yesterday, demanding trial of the killers of Kibria.       

STAFF CORRESPONDENT  

Farmers from different parts of the 
country yesterday urged the 
government to ensure their 
rights to seeds of crops and 
control the commercial activities 
of multinational companies in 
agricultural sector. 

Speaking at a conference in 
the city, they said the traditional 
practice of this land was to 
preserve the crop seeds by 
themselves for sowing them in 
next year. 

But the traditional practice is 
withering away slowly as the 
multinational companies are 
taking control of seeds and 
compelling the farmers to buy 
those seeds from them, they 
alleged. 

The farmers termed the 
hybrid seeds as a trap as once 
the farmers start to use it they 
have to use chemical fertilisers 
and insecticides for their crops. 

They demanded of the gov-
ernment to impose the ban on 
insecticides properly as prohib-
ited insecticides are being smug-
gled and used in different bor-
dering districts.   

The daylong conference was 
o rgan i sed  by  Bang ladesh  
Resource Centre for Indigenous 
Knowledge (BARCIK) at the 
Women's Voluntary Association 
auditorium. 

Ensure rights to 
crop seeds
Farmers urge govt

L a t e r  t h e  f a r m e r s  a n d  

BARCIK officials exchanged 

views with the journalists. 

After a series of discussion 

with the farmers and journalists, 

BARCIK made a 'National Seed 

Announcement' where the gov-

ernment was asked to control 

the activities of the multinational 

companies, save crop diversity 

and protect indigenous farming 

knowledge.  

The announcement said it is 

the women's traditional rights to 

preserve crop seeds and asked 

the government to keep it up for 

the greater interest of the coun-

try. 

Karunamoyee Mandol,  a 

woman farmer from Satkhira, 

said they have started preserv-

ing crop seeds.

“ We have also stopped using 

insecticides and chemical ferti-

lisers. We do preserve our crop 

seeds by our own so that we do 

not need to buy them from mar-

ket every year,” she said. 

BARCIK Director Sukanto 

Sen and researchers Pavel 

Partha and Ferdousi Akhter and 

farmers Rahimuddin Sarker, M 

K L Lalon, Rabiul Azam, Supta 

Chakma and Sayed Ahmed 

Bachchu attended the confer-

ence.  

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Gono Forum President Dr Kamal 
Hossain yesterday said the 14-party 
opposition combine has placed the 
23-point demand to empower 
people at the state level in order to 
achieve the goals of the liberation 
war.

The 16th December (the Victory 
Day) brought the hope that people 
will be the owner of power, but the 
hope could not be realised yet, he 
said adding that the opposition 
combine formulated the 23-point 
demand to ensure people's partici-
pation in state power.

Dr Kamal was speaking as the 
chief guest at a discussion on 'The 
spirit of the liberation war: Freedom 
Fighter Lt. General Jagjit Singh 
Aurora' at the Russian Cultural 
Centre in the city.

Lt. General Jagjit Singh Aurora 
Foundation organised the discus-
sion where Awami League leaders 
Abdur Razzak MP, Col (Retd.) 
Shawkat Ali MP and Tofail Ahmed, 
CPB President Manjurul Ahsan 
Khan, Political Counsellor at the 
Indian High Commission Gaddam 
Dormendra, former secretary 

Mohiuddin Ahmed, JSD (Inu) leader 
Sharif Nurul Ambia and the 
Foundation President Prof Abul 
Barakat also spoke.  

Dr Kamal said the Bangalees 
never indulged in communalism in 
their glorious political history and 
everything has been achieved 
through non-communal politics. 

Criticising the communal politics 
of Jamaat, he said, "Let us all find 
out how it is possible that the anti-
liberation forces are carrying flags in 
their cars."

Those who are spreading the 
poison of communalism want to 
create a division among people in 
order to go to power to protect their 
interest, he added.    

Dr Kamal said, "Through our 23-
point demand we want to empower 
people to elect honest and compe-
tent persons in the national elec-
tions as well as to make politics free 
from the influence of black money 
and criminals."

He also urged the youths to study 
the demands and make sugges-
tions for the betterment of the 
nation. 

CPB President Manjurul Ahsan 
Khan said the anti-liberation forces 

are now in state power and destroy-

ing the secular spirit of the state. 

At present, the slogan should be 

'Resist Jamaat and militancy: Save 

the country', he added.

Paying tribute to General Aurora 

for his contribution to the War of 

Liberation, the CPB leader said, "It 

is a shame for us as a nation that we 

could not yet build any memorial to 

Indian soldiers who sacrificed their 

lives."

Tofail Ahmed said the country 

what Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur 

Rahman dreamt of is now on the 

verge of destruction. 

By introducing religion-based 

politics, freedom fighter Ziaur 

Rahman made politics difficult for 

the politicians and led the country 

towards destruction, he added.

Prof Abul Barakat called on all to 

launch a campaign to unitedly fight 

against communalism.

Dr Saiful Haq presented a paper 

on the contribution of General Jagjit 

Singh Aurora to the liberation war 

and the recent rise of communalism 

and militancy.

Opposition's 23-point demand 
aimed at empowering people 
Says Dr Kamal Hossain 

PHOTO: STAR 

Gono Forum President Dr Kamal Hossain speaks  as the chief guest at a discussion on 'The spirit of the liberation 
war: Freedom Fighter Lt. General Jagjit Singh Aurora' at the Russian Cultural Centre in the city  yesterday.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

A Khulna court yesterday sentenced a 
ruling Bangladesh Nationalist Party 
(BNP) activist to 17 years' rigorous 
imprisonment for keeping two foreign 
made revolvers and four bullets in his 
possession. 

Md Abdus Samad, judge of the 
speedy trial tribunal, handed down the 
verdict on Yunus Munshi, 40.

Yunus Munshi was present in the 
court during the judgement.

Rapid Action Battalion (Rab) 
arrested Yunus Munshi on April 21 and 
recovered the arms and ammunition 
from his house at Railway Hospital 
Road under Khulna Police Station on 
April 22.

SI Golam Faruque of RAB-6 filed a 
case as complainant under the Arms 
Act with Khulna Police Station.

Investigation Officer (IO) Sub-
Inspector Abu Hanifa of Rab submitted 
the Charge sheet to the court on May 

STAFF CORRESPONDENT  

Environmentalists at a press confer-
ence yesterday urged the govern-
ment to save all haors in northeast-
ern region of the country by stopping 

Prepare integrated ADP 
to save haors 
Environmentalists urge govt

unplanned construction of dams 
and roads and felling of trees 
around them. 

They called upon the govern-
ment to prepare an integrated 
annual development programme 
(ADP) to save haors. 

The press conference was 
organised by Save Environment 
Movement at the National Press 
Club in the city to explain the objec-
tives of the 'First National Save Haor 
Conference' to be held in March 
next year. 

“We have already selected the 
slogan of the conference as 'Save 
fish, save crops, save environment 
and save man,' said Dr Kazi 
Kholikuzzaman, president of 
Bangladesh Economic Association.

"I think this conference will help 
policymakers formulate a final 
policy for haor development," he 
said. 

SM Farid, a fisheries specialist, 
said there is 41 lakh hectare of open 
water body in haor areas where 
about 1.2 crore people live on fish 
cultivation. 

But for illegal felling of trees and 
making unplanned dams and roads 
in haor areas,  fish cultivation as 
well as other economic activities are 
now under great threat, he added. 

Convenor of the conference 
preparation committee M Taher 
Uddin, former vice- chancellor of 
Bangladesh Agricultural University 
Dr AKM Aminul Haque, Save 
Environment Movement Convenor 

Abu Naser Khan, The Saptahik 
2000 Acting Editor Golam Murtaza, 
writer and journalist Mustafa Zabbar 
and water expert Masrurul Haque 
Siddiqui Bir Bikram also spoke at 
the press conference. 

Khulna BNP activist gets 17 
years’ RI for keeping arms

14.
The charge was framed in the 

Khulna Speedy Trial Tribunal on 
August 20.

Obituary
Selina Farouk, wife of the MR 
Farouk, former Additional IG of 
Police, passed away at the Central 
Hospital in the city yesterday, says a 
press release.

She was laid to rest at the Mirpur 
Intellectuals' Graveyard in the city.

Her qulkhwani will be held at the 
community hall of Eastern Rose 
Apartments, 93, Bara Maghbazar in 
the city. 

Relatives and friends are 
requested to attend and pray for 
salvation of the departed soul.

COPS' FUNCTIONING 

Lack of proper 
training, 
modern 
weapons 
main obstacle 
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Lack of proper training and modern 
weapons is the main obstacle to proper 
functioning of the police force in the 
country, said Agriculture Minister MK 
Anwar yesterday.

As the training facility in the country is 
very limited, the law enforcement agen-
cies have failed to ensure human secu-
rity, he said at 'Bangladesh Sanglap', a 
live special discussion programme on 
BBC Bangla Service.

'Security: Are the people being 
served and protected?' was the topic of 
the discussion held at Bangladesh-
China Friendship Conference Centre in 
the city.

Replying to a question, MK Anwar, 
also the vice-chairman of ruling BNP, 
said the incidents of bomb explosions 
have started during the tenure of previ-
ous Awami League government and 
about 100 people were killed in the bomb 
attacks, but the then government  failed 
to submit any charge sheet in those  
cases.

Mahfuz Anam, editor and publisher of 
The Daily Star, said political use of the 
police is the main reason why they 
cannot function properly.

"We need to invest more in our police 
force to modernise them," he said.

Criminalisation of politics is the main 
reason for the present situation, he 
added.

Dr Shahdeen Malik, director of Law 
School, BRAC University, said using the 
law enforcement agencies to kill crimi-
nals is a bad decision of the government.

ASM Shahjahan, former inspector 
general of police, said, "Our law is like a 
spider's web through which the big 
criminals can escape easily, but only the 
general people are caught."

He called for stopping political pres-
sure on police and increasing resources 
and the number of police for better 
functioning of the agency.

Former home minister Rafiqul Islam, 
Bir Uttam, suggested not using the army 
to combat terrorism. Instead, the govern-
ment should ensure good governance 
and modernise the law enforcement 
agencies, he said.
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