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Charge sheet given in

ot

The O

ﬁrst

sedition case against JMB

3 JMB suicide bombers, 1 supporter held in

N'ganj with 10kg explosive materials

STAR REPORT

The police yesterdaysubmitted the
charge sheet in the first sedition
case against seven JMB members
to a Dhaka court, while the Rab
arrested four others including
three suspected suicide bombers
with 10Kg explosive material in
Narayanganj.

Sub-Inspector (SI) Igbal
Hossain, investigation officer (I0)
of the sedition case filed with

Dhamrai Police Station, submitted
the charge sheet to a first class
magistrate's court in the city yes-
terday, aftemoon, naming 25 peo-
ple as prosecution witnesses,
reports our court correspondent.
The seven Jama'atul
Mujahideen Bangladesh (JMB)
operatives accused in the charge
sheet are Mohammad Rafiqul
Islam alias Sentu, 22, Mohammad
Wahab, 26, Yaqub Ali; 21, Anwar
Hossain, 23, Farug Hossain alias

Kosai Farug, 25, Mohammad
Wahiduzzaman alias Pintu, 20, and
AbdusSalam, 22,

Of them Sentu is in police cus-
tody and the remaining six are
absconding. The 10 prayed to the
court to issue arrest warrants
against the six accusees still at
large.

Dhamrai police arrested Sentu,
Wahab, Yaqub, Anwar, Faruq and
Salam with nine manuals on bomb
making and other contraband

materials on the Dhaka-Aricha
Highway on February 20.

They showed' the six men
arrested under the Section 54 of the
Criminal Procedure Code and
produced them before a first class
magistrate's court in Dhaka on
February 22 with a prayer for a
seven-day remand to interrogate
them. The court granted a two-day
remand.

Thirteen days into their arrest,
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PHOTO: STAR
Workers of Continental Apparels of Manipuripara in the city injured in a stampede sparked off by a rumour of fire
being treated at Dhaka Medical College and Hospital yesterday.

14-party lays
siege to upazilas
20ALmenhurtas
_processionattacked
in Gazip’ur

"Brmm#; Dhaks

Al
x.hwami Leaguc {(AL)-led " 14-party
“opposition combine yesterday lai i

, siege to, upazila ‘administrations
-‘._ across the country. demanding
reduction in the prices of agricul-
tural inputs and ‘protesting the
pricehikeofessentials.

In Gmpur 20'opposition lead-
ers and activists \including AL
Organising| Secrétary and’ ex-
lawmaker Akhtaruzzaman were

_injured’ when theit procession
towards Kaliganj upaila office was
v attacked by the mling BNP activ-
_ists,
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Some ministers, state
machinery backed JM]B

Says Bangla Bhai adviser; asks why cops arrested him alone

Smm CORRESPONDENT, Rajshahi

A‘n’cslcd Jama'atul Mujahideen
Bangladcsh (IMB) leader Lutfar
Rahman yesterday said some
ministers and the state machinery,
including. the police and district
administration, patronised’ JMB
chief Abdur Rahman and Bangla
Bhai's “anti-outlaw” operations in
. Rajshahiregion.

Lutfar. -enquired of the police

“why he alone was arrested, *I will

fitell the truth, even if I am killed or.

hanged to death,” an investigator

quoted him as saying after his

carrestMondayafternoon. . oo

“I did not find it wrong:to| bc
with the Jagrata Muslim | Janata
Bangladesh [JMJB] as 1 sawsm!'era]
government officials patronising
them. I heard Bangla Bhai talking
over the phone with some minis-
ters and a police super,” Lutfar was
quotedtobesaying.

He told the police that the then
superintendent of police (SP)
Masud Miaused to be present near
the meetings of BanglaBhai.

In the middle of 2005; the then
deputy inspector general initiated
an investigation'into Masud's
activities. Later, the home ministry
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BSP, NOAB for
Zero import
duty on
newsprint

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh Sangbadpatra
Parishad’ (BSP) and' Newspaper
Owners' Association of Bangladesh
(NOAB) yesterday demanded the
government withdraw import duty
onnewsprint.

In a statement, BSP President
Mainul Hosein and NOAB
President Mahbubul Alam said that
the local mills supply low quality
newsprint that makes up only 25 to
30 percent of the total demand.

The price of newsprint has
increased to Tk 49,000 per tonne
within the last six months and it is
heard that the newsprint mills

SEE PAGE 15 COL 3

FALSE FIRE ALARM
50 garment workers

hurt in stampede

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

At least 50 garment employees
mostly women were injured, two of
them critically, in a stampede
resulting from a false fire alarm
inside a garment factory at
Monipuriparain city'sTejgaon area
yesterday.

The rush of over a thousand
workers brought down the main
collapsible gate of the garment
factoryonthethird, fourth and fifth
floorofa six-storey building.

Some of the injured workers
alleged that the authorities of the
factory, Continental Apparels
Limited, kept the main gate on the

fourth floor locked, causing more
peopletobe trampled.

A small fire originated on the
roof of the building as some of the
workers were setting up a billboard
at around 12:40pm. The garment
employees working on the three
floors of the building came down to
the ground' floor. Shortly after-
wards, the fire was doused and the
workresumed.

“But after 10/12 minutes, we
heard a loud bang and thought the
boiler might have exploded,”
Rozina Akhter, who works on the
third floor, told The Daily Star at
Dhaka Medical College and
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Japan to give
$250m for 3
projects

UNB, Dhaka

Japan will provide $250 million to
finance three projects in
Bangladesh for water-supply
improvement in Chittagong,
replacement of old transformers
and installation of new transmis-
sion line, and Dhaka-Chittagong
telephone-line development.
Japanese Foreign Minister Aso
Taro yesterday called Foreign
Minister Morshed Khan over the
phone and conveyed the Japanese
government's decision.
., Under the grant assistance,
$120 million will be spent on the
Chittagong water-supply improve-
ment plant, $46 million on replace-

"ment of old transformers and

setting up new transmission line
and $80 million on Dhaka-
Chittagong telephone-line devel-
opment project.

SEE PAGE 15 COL B

AFD chief

retires today

Postvitalfor nextpolls
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Several senior army officers are
busy in last minute lobbying to get
the postofthe principal staff officer
(PS0) of the Armed Forces Division
(AFD) as Major General Mustafa
Reza Noor retires from the post as
well as service today.

The government is considering
appointment of "a trusted and
efficient” officer as chiefofthe AFD
that will play a vital role in the
deployment of troops for the next
election duties, sources concerned
said.

The AFD, which coordinates the
activities of the three armed forces,
will assume greater significance
during the election period, as the
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PHOTO, STAR

A mobile court seizes water containers without BSTI seals from a Nilkhet shop in the city yesterday. The court

awarded the shop ownera hefty fine.

P15

17 mobile
courts join
food drive

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

. The ongoing drive against food

adulteration was reinforced yester-
day as 17 magistrates joined the

- drive in the capitdl and sealed off

two vermicelli factories.
The 17 mobile courts raided 89

" places in the city and realised Tk

6,61,700 as fine from the owners of
the shops and factories. They also
sent13 peopletojail.

A mobile court sentenced nine
persons tojail, for seven to 15 days,
for cheating in measurement in
two fuel stations -- Meghna and
Ramna--inRamnaarea.

The courts lodged cases against
them under Hygienic Food Act,
BSTI Act, Environment Act, Motor
Vehicle Ordinance and otheracts, a
home ministry pressrelease said.

A mobile court, led by
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Opposition out to capture
power thru' backdoor: PM

UNB, Nagarpur, Tangail

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia yester-
dayapparently blamed the opposi-
tion parties for sponsoring ‘bomb
terrorism’ and said they have
hatched a conspiracy to oust the
elected government and capture
power through backdoor.
Justifying her claim, she men-
tioned that the opposition leaders
were saying that bombings would
stop if the government resigned,
Jamaat was ousted from the gov-

ernment and reform of the care-
takergovernment systemdone.

“The blasts will stop as people
stood united against bombings
and terrorism, many perpetrators
have already been amrested and
drives are on to arrest the rest,” she
said addressing a public meeting at
Nagarpur Government College
ground.

Khaleda, also chairperson of the
ruling BNB urged people to vote for
BNP and the alliance candidates in
the next general election to keep up

the trend of ongoing development
activities carried out by the four-
party government.

She said if her party and alliance
came to power again in the next
election in' January 2007, girls'
education would be made free up
todegreelevel,

Referring to the national dia-
logue initiated by her, the PM said
all excepting the 14-party combine
responded to her dialogue call. “It
is clear that they don't want peace
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BSF abducts 5
Bangladeshis

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Satkhira

Five Bangladeshi citizens, includ-
ing aminorboy, werekidnapped by
Indian Border Security Force (BSF)
at Debhata and Kalaroa upazilas in
the districtyesterday:

The abducted are, fishermen
Abdul' Quddus, 35, Samir Moral, 40,
his son Raju, 12 and Abu Sayeed, 25
of village Shakhra Komorpur in
Debhata and Golam Rasul, 27 of
village Chandanpurin Kalaroa,

. BDR and police sources said, a
BSI \patrol team of Taki camp
SEE PAGE 15 COL 1

Govt mulls stopping

pvt fert

REJAUL KARIM BYRON

The government is considering
importing non-urea chemical
fertilisers to sell those at a subsi-
dised rate to the farmers, stopping
theimportbythe private sector.

It has always been doing the
same in case ofurea fertilisers.

Finance Minister M Saifur
Rahman will sit down with the
representatives from agriculture

iliser import

and industry ministries today to
discusstheissue.

The alleged irregularities by the
private importers of non-urea
fertiliser regarding the subsidy
have prompted the government to
consider doing the import on its
own.

Earlier on December 7, the
cabinet committee on purchase in
a meeting discussed in detail a
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Punish Islamist
militants
immediately

Demands 14-party
combine

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The 14-party opposition combine
yesterday demanded immediate
punishment to the Islamist mili-
tants and those responsible for all
the bomb attacks in the country
accordingtothe existinglaws.

The opposition leaders at a
meeting at the Dhanmondi Awami
League (AL) office also accused the
BNP-Jamaat alliance government
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DCC hands
over maiden
Nagar Padak

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

Dhaka City Corporation (DCC) for
the first time ever gave ‘Dhaka
Nagar Padak' awards yesterday for
outstanding contribution to soci-
cty.

The Dhaka Nagar Padak-2004
was awarded to veteran journalist
Nurjahan Begum, foundereditorof
the weekly Begum, Dhaka Ahsania
Mission, Nirapad Sarak Chai
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Hazi Ibrahim Khalil Shopping Complex

28 Branch Opens

today
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