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UN averts financial
crisis with vote

REUTERS, United Nations

The UN General Assembly late on
Friday passed a budget with an
unprecedented spending cap aimed
at pressuring countries into approv-
ing management and other reforms
within six months.

Under the deal between wealthy
and developing nations, the assem-
bly adopted a resolution for a two-
year, $3.8 billion (2.2 billion pounds)
administrative budget, thereby
averting afinancial crisis.

But the resolution capped UN
spending at $950 million -- enough
only for the first six months of 2006 --
after which Secretary-General Kofi
Annan has to ask the assembly for
more funds to pay staff.

The 191-nation General
Assembly's decision, after months
of arduous negotiations, was taken
by consensus, without a vote.

Several nations, including Egypt,
India and Jamaica, refused to link
reforms to the budget. But U.S.
Ambassador John Bolton said this
was implicit since the assembly
would have to approve additional
funding in six months time.

Bolton called the pact a victory
for the United States. He said
Washington "obtained something it
had been striving for the last three
months -- clear linkage between
management reform and the budget
process at the United Nations."

But in a rare public disagree-
ment, the European Union, headed
by Britain, took credit for the com-
promise.

British Ambassador Emyr Jones
Parry told reporters that for "95
percent of the time, it has been us
(the EU) who have been building a
bridge with the G-77," the UN group-
ing representing 133 developing
nations.

The EU objective, he said, was to
"avoid confrontation but give an
impetus to the reform process."

France was even blunter. Its UN
ambassador, Jean-Marc de la
Sabliere, said: "The European
Union was at the centre of the game.
The United States, Japan and the
G-77 were compelled to make
compromises."

But Jamaican Ambassador
Stafford Neil, representing the G-77
nations, said he had fought hard

against the spending cap. But his
group had reluctantly gone along
after receiving assurances that the
tactic was a one-time measure that
would not be repeated in future
years.

Neil insisted there was no link-
age between implementing reforms
and UN funding for the second half
of 2006 because the additional
monies would depend on Annan's
recommendation.

Negotiators had been working
against a midnight December 31
deadline for the General Assembly
to either approve a budget plan or
trigger a shutdown of the United
Nations.

Rich countries as well as Annan
have been pushing hard for man-
agement reforms following allega-
tions of corruption and mismanage-
ment at the world body, particularly
in its handling of the oil-for-food
program for Irag.

Included among the reforms that
the General Assembly must
approve are a new human rights
body, new international accounting
standards, a review of programs
older than five years and a beefed-
up internal watchdog office.

Bolton at one time proposed a
three- or four-month interim budget
until reforms were approved but
received little support from the
European Union, Japan, Canada,
Australia and New Zealand, which,
together with the United States,
collectively pay 85 percent of the
budget.

Until Friday, developing nations
dug in their heels, fearing the
changes would dilute their influence
over UN programs and priorities by
weakening the role of the General
Assembly, where each member has
a vote and no nation has a veto.
Several argued that the dues they
paid represented a large sum for
their country.

Some U.S. lawmakers have
threatened to slash Washington's
UN dues payments, which alone
make up some 22 percent of the
administrative budget, excluding
peacekeeping, if reforms were not
enacted. Japan pays nearly 20
percent.

UGC for uniform
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Professor SMA Faiz, VC of Dhaka
University.

He also expressed his doubts
about the merit of the UGC recom-
mended uniform grade chart.

"The recommendations of the
UGC regarding the grade chart may
become a sensitive issue for the
students," he said adding that it is
really not clear how a student
deserves the lowest grade D or GPA
1.0 despite securing above 50 marks.

In a number of meeting of the
Dhaka University Academic Council,
the matter of introducing a uniform
grading system were discussed
where the teachers preferred above
80 marks for grade A and wanted to
qualify above 50 marks as GPA 2.0,
Prof Faizmentioned.

He also thanked the UGC for
taking the initiative to introduce a
uniform grading system.

UGC Chairman Prof M
Asaduzzaman hoped that the uni-
form grading system would be intro-
duced in 2006 with the consent of all
private and public universities.

“With a view to eliminating the
present imbalance created by inde-
pendent grading systems in private
as well as public universities, the
University Grants Commission is
going to introduce a common grading
systemfor all,” Asaduzzaman said.

The recommendations of the

UGC is not final, many changes may
come as per the views of different
universities, the UGC chairman said.

"Some people always prefer to
oppose anything new, but we cannot
retreat from the initiative," he said.

"We can support UGC's initiative
to introduce a uniform grading sys-
tem, but we cannot accept it without
consulting with the academic coun-
cil," said Prof M Ershadul Bari, VC of
Bangladesh Open University.

The University of Development
Alternative (UDA) VC Emaj Uddin
Ahmed said there is no alternative to
introducing a uniform grading system
inthe present context.

Rajshahi University VC Altaf
Hossain, Chittagong University VC
AZM Nuruddin Chowdhury,
Jahangirnagar University VC Prof
Khandaker Mustahidur Rahman,
National University VC Wakil Ahmed,
BUET VC Dr Ali Murtaza,
Independent University VC Dr Bazlur
Mobin Chowdhury, BRAC University
VC Professor Zamilur Reza
Chowdhury, North South Univerity
VC Professor Hafiz GA Siddigi, UGC
members Monirul Haque, Dr KM
Mohsin, and Prof Mahfuzul Haque
also spoke.

Politics again
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upcoming street agitation. Chances
are very slim to join parliament for a
day to save membership of the party
lawmakers as they did in the past,
he said.

Most of the lawmakers of the
main opposition party are now on
the verge of losing membership of
parliament due to consecutive 90
days'absence from the House.

Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament and Awami League
President Sheikh Hasina has been
abstaining from the House proceed-
ings for 77 days and if her absence
continues for another 13 days she
will lose the membership as per
rules.

The next session of parliament is
likely to begin in the third week of
January and it may be a long ses-
sion running for several weeks.
OPPOSITION PLAN
The success of two divisional grand
rallies in Khulna and Rajshahi has
encouraged the opposition to stage
similar showdown in other big cities.
Opposition leaders said they are
planning to hold rallies in Sylhet,
Barisal, Chittagong, Rangpur or
Dinajpur and Mymensingh which
top leaders of the opposition will
address.

About the January 22 'long
march' towards Dhaka, an opposi-
tion leader said: "It will turn into a
'Dhaka blockade' and if the govern-
ment tries to foil the programme as
they did earlier, we will enforce

tougher programmes including non-
stop hartals."

When the opposition is planning
to take the antigovernment move-
ment to the peak by February, the
government side is firm to face the
opposition in the streets.

"We will not give any chance to
Awami League and other opposition
parties to take control of streets,"
said a senior BNP leader. He said
BNP and other parties in the govern-
ment will go for more street
programmes to face the opposition.

About the government stance on
caretaker government and electoral
rules reforms, AL General Secretary
Abdul Jalil said: "We will not allow
anyone to hold the elections without
carrying out the reforms that we
have proposed.”

"We will ensure people's right to
vote and after that the national
election will be held," said Jalil, also
co-ordinator of the 14-party alliance.

Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal (JSD)
President Hasanul Haq Inu said the
next course of opposition move-
ment will focus on resisting any
"election of blueprint" by the BNP-
Jamaat coalition government.
"Opposition leaders will sit shortly to
chalk out plans to mobilise people in
the Dhaka long march programme,"
he said.

Qureia won't
run in polls

AP, Ramallah, West Bank

Palestinian Prime Minister Ahmed
Qureia said yesterday he will notrunin
next month's parliamentary elections
because of an Israeli threat to ban
votingin east Jerusalem.

Qureia, who lives on the outskirts of
east Jerusalem, also said he thinks the
Jan. 25 vote should be postponed
because of Israel's move.

"It is the main issue. We must not
go to elections without Jerusalem," he
said atanews conference.

Control of Jerusalem is one of the
central disputes in the Israel-
Palestinian conflict. The Palestinians
claim predominantly Arab east
Jerusalem as the capital of a future
state. Israel, which captured east
Jerusalem in the 1967 Mideast war,
considers the entire city its capital.

Israel has allowed east Jerusalem
Arabs to participate in past Palestinian
elections. But it is threatening to ban
voting in the parliamentary election if
the Palestinian Authority does not
prevent the militant Islamic group
Hamas from running.

Hamas, which has killed hundreds
of Israelis in suicide bombings and
remains committed to Israel's destruc-
tion, appears poised to make a strong
showing against the Palestinians'
long-ruling  Fatah Party in the elec-
tion.

Qureia said his decision not to run
was not related to infighting within
Fatah between party veterans and a
disgruntled "young guard" that has
formed a breakaway party and
entered a separate list of candidates.

Eager to bring the rebels back,
Palestinian leader Mahmoud Abbas is
seeking to redraw his party's list of
candidates, giving top positions to
younger activists. That move has
upset party veterans, including
Qureia, who would have their chances
of election lessened.

Although Qureia now says he will
not run for a parliamentary seat, he is
widely expected to be appointed to a
top ministerial position in the next
government.

With Fatah appearing to be in
disarray, party officials have increas-
ingly urged Abbas to delay the elec-
tion. Abbas has so far rejected such
calls, fearing it would make the party
look even weaker.

Qureia said he would continue with
his duties as prime minister. Ministers
running as parliamentary candidates
had been required to resign their
positions for the duration of the cam-
paign.

Rahman brothers
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Masum Billah, Shahidul Islam alias
Shahid, Abdul Haque Abbasi and
Hafez Abdur Rahman.

Sub-inspector (Sl) of Detective
Branch (DB) Md Daud Hossain of
Barguna submitted the charge
sheet before the Cognisance Court-
1. Among the accused, Mustafa
Hasan and Al Amin are now in jail
while the others are absconding.

On June 30, 33 suspected mili-
tants were arrested at a mosque of
village

Sialia in sadar upazila allegedly
for taking part in arms training. They
were later discharged from that
case due to'lack of evidence'.

They are accused of participat-
ing in the August 17 bombings. Six
of them were present in seven blast
spots of the district on August 17,
police said.

2,000 tourists
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away on Thursday night in the sea
due to the stormy weather and they
could not manage to set it again fill
yesterday.

The tourist ship Keary Sindbad
had gone to the St Martins yester-
day to bring back the trapped tour-
ists from the island, he added. The
ship will bring back as many tourists
as possible from the island.

Tk 67 lakh
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cashed, as they have already given
the serial numbers of the cheques to
the bank.

Before decamping with the
booty, the robbers tied up Waziur
Haque, supervisor of the firm, who
appeared at the scene from Dhaka
ataround 4:00am.

Macro Hunts Ltd General
Manager Nikhil Chandra Sikder filed
a case with the Khulshi Police
Station. He expressed the suspicion
that the Ansars on duty might have
been involved in the robbery, police
sources said.

Two robbers first entered the
building and tied the Ansars up,
making it easy for the rest of the
gang to follow, Nikhil told The Daily
Star quoting the Ansars.

The police detained eight Ansars
manning the building for question-
ing. They later released five of them
and kept the three, who had been on
duty during the robbery, for further
quizzing.

Indian firm
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Itis a sign that Roche is responding to
intense pressure from poor countries.

They have been worried that
Roche on its own cannot make
enough of the drug to meet demand
- and that the prices it charges
Western governments are too high
for developing nations.

Roche meanwhile has claimed
that most other drugs firms do not
have the skills to make Tamiflu, a
year-long process involving fermen-
tation of e-coli bacteria.

The company says Hetero Drugsis
among the first to demonstrate thatitis
technically capable of making a reli-
able generic version of Tamiflu.

EC still in strife

FROM PAGE 1
Secretariat will complete the prepa-
ratory work including training a 3
lakh strong manpower by this week.
The enumeration will be kicked off
on January 1 across the country
with an aim to publish the final voter
listonJune 1.

However, if the voter list prepara-
tion activities face any legal com-
plexities, it might be difficult for the
EC to enumerate all voters in time,
as it has only 10 months before the
next general elections.

The previous voter lists were
prepared about one year before the
general elections took place. The
last voter list was published in
October 2000 and the election was
held on October 1, 2001.

For the seventh parliamentary
election on June 12, 1996, the voter
listwas published in October 1995.

Compared with the previous
timetables, the EC has a very short
time as the tenure of the govern-
ment expires on October 27 next
year and the election will be held
within the next 90 days.

However, officials at the EC
Secretariat said if the preparation of
the voter list faces legal complexi-
ties, the election will not be held in
time. "The High Court will decide the
matter," said a senior official.

The CEC on August 6 decided
unilaterally to prepare a fresh voter
roll, ignoring the opinions of the
other election commissioners.

Since then, CEC Aziz has not
convened a meeting of the EC.

He sometimes forwarded files to
the election commissioners, seek-
ing their opinions on different mat-
ters pertaining to preparation of a
fresh roll. In reply, the two gave note
of dissent in each of those files,
sources said.

Bypassing the objections from
the two election commissioners, the
EC Secretariat on orders of the CEC
has appointed 83 registration offi-
cers, 6,270 assistant registration
officers, 55,684 supervisors and
216,722 enumerators.

The EC Secretariat on
December 6 under the directives of
the CEC declared a timetable,
which the election commissioners
termed unlawful.

"The EC has decided not to
prepare the new voter list but to
revise the existing list. The orders
for recruitment of assistant registra-
tion officers have been passed
ignoring the law," an official quoted
the opinion of Election
Commissioner AK Mohammad Ali
forwarded in the recruitmentfile.

"All necessary appointments
may be made for revising the exist-
ing voter list," the election commis-
sioner suggested in the file that was
sent to him on October 12.

Meanwhile, Awami League
General Secretary Abdul Jalil and
two party lawmakers Rahmat Ali
and Asaduzzaman Noor on
December 12 filed two writ petitions
with the HC. The petitions chal-
lenged the CEC's unilateral deci-
sions of preparing the voter list and
recruitment of manpower.

After hearing both sides, the
Division bench of Justice MA Matin
and Justice M Rezaul Haque on
December 15 re-fixed the hearing
date on January 2.

According to the schedule
declared yesterday, the process of
collecting information and scrutiny
will end by January 31 and a draft
voter list will be published on
February 28.

The enumerators will start door-
to-door visit for information about
the people eligible to be a voter on
January 1 and the supervisors will
start checking their information on
January 8.

The assistant registration offi-
cers will begin re-checking the
information on January 22.

Any complaint about the draft
voter list will have to be submitted by
March 16 and the revising authori-
ties will resolve the complaints by
April 1.

Fuel price
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point basis in August, dropped to
7.01 percent in September, much
to people's relief, but then soared
again to 7.28 percent in October.

In October, the rate of inflation
in non-food items was 7.12 per-
cent, up by .46 percentage points
from the previous month's, while
the rate in food items was 7.42
percent, 0.22 percentage points
higher than that of September.

The inflation scenario in
September was the opposite,
when the rate dropped in case of
food items but rose in non-food
ones from August.

FACTORS FUELLING
INFLATION

In the first week of September, the
domestic retail prices of diesel
and kerosene were raised by 15
percent, petrol by 17 percent and
octane by 18 percent a litre.

According to the Bangladesh
Bank (BB) statistics, from July to
October taka lost 3 percent value
against US dollar.

A Bangladesh Bureau of
Statistics (BBS) source said these
two factors have been negatively
affecting the inflation rates of both
food and non-food items.

A BB policy analysis review
released last week said globally
inflation in 2005 has been show-
ing an increasing tendency mainly
due to higher energy prices in the
international market. But, it said,
"Direct inflationary effects of the
oil price increase have been
limited due to the incomplete
pass-through in view of the gov-
ernment's policy on administered
retail price of petroleum products
in the domestic market."

hike

"However, increased prices of
imported goods combined with
the rise in import prices due to the
Taka depreciation also fuelled
inflationary pressures in the
economy," the BB maintained.

The BB review warned of a
further rise in the inflation rate,
saying, "The continuing risk ele-
ments include the possible conse-
quences of excess public borrow-
ing in view of the sustained histor-
ically high oil price and delays in
the disbursement of donor fund
component of ADP." This review
also assesses the currency mar-
kets to remain weak for the bal-
ance of FY06, which adds another
dimension to the inflation build-
up."

The BB also cautioned about
the "spectre of rising real interest
rate in the global economy and
the associated increase in the
inflationary expectations in the
industrial countries, which are the
source of most of Bangladesh
imports." It also noted that "In the
domestic scene, the possibility of
another round of upward revision
in the set of administered energy
tariffs cannot be ruled out.”

On the positive side, the review
predicted that the 12-month aver-
age inflation in the current fiscal
year is unlikely to exceed 7.00
percent in view of the bumper
aman harvest and on the assump-
tion that the tightened monetary
policy stance will be maintained.

Bigots asks
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countrywide anti-Ahmadiyya cam-
paigns for over two years, was
addressing a rally in protest against
Friday's incidents at Baitul
Mukarram National Mosque's north
gateinthe city.

At least 57 people including
seven policemen were injured in the
city on Friday as IKNMB bigots
locked in sporadic clashes with the
cops. The stretch between the
mosque's north gate and south gate
turned into a battlefield for over an
hour.

Nazmul Hagq, secretary general
of the organisation, said nothing can
be expected of State Minister of
Religious Affairs Mosharref Hossain
Shajahan, who "used to act in
theatres."

Neither the BNP nor the Awami
League wants a solution to the
Ahmadiyya issue, fearing an end to
the political benefits being gained
from the crisis, he added.

He said Babar is only serving the
interests of the Ahmadiyyas by
betraying the "touhidi janata" [agi-
tating people], who voted them to
power. He demanded that Babar be
replaced by someone, who will look
after the interests of the "true
Muslims".

Terming Friday's attacks hei-
nous, Mamtazi vowed to resist any
further attacks on anti-Ahmadiyya
activists. "The attacks prove we
must carry sticks to counter such
attacks," he said.

Mamtazi said although Jamaat
was elected from an Islamic plat-
form, they are yet to table a bill in
parliament againstthe Ahmadiyyas.

"Had they raised the issue in
parliament, the Ahmadiyyas could
have been banned long time ago
and we would not have had to suffer
the police brutality."

IKNMB Nayeb-e-Amir
Enayetullah Abbasi warned the
government that they it would be
deposed before the tenure.

"If they continue treating
Muslims this way, the barrels of the
police and the armed forces will be
pointed atthem," Abbasi added.

The anti-Ahmadiyya activists
also took out a procession chant-
ing slogans against Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia, Industries Minister
and Jamaat Ameer Motiur Rahman
Nizami and Ahmadiyya leaders.

The procession started from and
finished at the north gate of Baitul
Mukarram mosque after marching
up to Zero Point.

THREAT IN KHULNA

An unidentified caller, claiming to be
the leader of IKNMB's Khulna unit,
threatened to blow up the
Ahmadiyya mosque in Nirala last
night, a source informed The Daily
Star.

Police have beefed up patrol
around the mosque, reports our
Staff Correspondentin Khulna.

5 killed in
fresh SL
trouble

AFP, Colombo

At least five people were killed in two
gun battles in Sri Lanka yesterday in
the troubled northern Jaffna penin-
sula, officials said.

An army major from the military
intelligence corps and another soldier
were seriously wounded when gun-
men opened fire on them Saturday
evening, a defence ministry official
said.

"Troops returned fire and soldiers
have managed to kill four of the attack-
ers, including a woman," the official
said. "Troops recovered a grenade
launcher and a micro-pistol."

In the second incident, suspected
Tiger gunmen opened fire at an army
checkpoint on the peninsula, killing
one soldier and wounding another, the
defence official said.

The clashes came as diplomats
from countries supporting Sri Lanka's
peace bid travelled to the island's north
for talks with Tiger rebels, a day after
18 people were killed in a fresh wave of
violence.

Diplomatic efforts to salvage the
island's troubled peace process
remain inconclusive in a country
where more than 60,000 people have
been killed in three decades of ethnic
bloodshed.

Bimstec experts
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meeting also decided to intensify
economic integration by relaxing visa
rules and enhancing cooperation in
combating terrorism and transna-
tional crime.

The free trade agreement will be
signed at the trade and economic
ministers' meeting in Dhaka early
nextyear.

Officials said regional groupings
like Saarc and Bimstec offer greater
opportunities to attract foreign invest-
ment, a wider market for Bangladeshi
products, and an environment for
rapid economic growth.

They said that the implementation
of South Asia Free Trade Area (Safta)
from January 1, 2006 and Bimstec
FTA from July 1, 2006 would defi-
nitely promote investment and trade
among the member countries as well
as help accelerate socio-economic
growth in the South and South-East
Asian region.

Atpresent, regional trade in South
Asia accounts for less than six per-
cent of the total trade in the region
compared to 22 percent within the
Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (Asean) free trade and 65
percentwithin EU.

Foreign ministry officials quoting a
study conducted by the trade experts
in the region said that once the trade
liberalisation takes place under
Bimstec FTA, the volume of intra-
regional trade will increase to
between $ 40 and $ 60 billion every
year.

Bimstec was established in 1997
to promote economic and trade
relations between the nations in
SouthAsia and South EastAsia.

Azerbaijan plane
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teams picked through the debris and
retrieved bodies.

Authorities announced that they
had formed a special investigation
commission but an official from the
prosecutor's office said it was too
early to determine the cause of the
accident.

"Fragments of the plane and the
'black box' have not been studied
yet," Deputy Prosecutor General
Rustam Usubov told the official AZTV
network. The black box, an onboard
automatic recording device, had not
been recovered as of Saturday
afternoon.

The Antonov was one of four new
Ukrainian turbo-props AZAL pur-
chased for 36.5 million dollars in late
2004 and the start of 2005.

The plane crashed near the town
of Nardaran, about 40km north of
Baku, the site of an important Shiite
shrine which thousands of pilgrims
from around the Shiite world visit
every year.

Flights between Azerbaijan and
Kazakhstan have increased over the
last decade as both former Soviet
republics assert themselves as
burgeoning Caspian energy export-
ers.

Services between Baku and
Aktau, Kazakhstan's oil capital, are
often used by Western and local oil
executives.

It was not immediately clear if
anyone aboard the flight was from an
oil company.

More than 50 people died when
one of AZAL's Tu-134 Russian
airliners crashed during an internal
flight in 1995. In 2002 a Ukrainian-
owned An-140 crashed in Iran killing
45.

Rivers of poison
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children were seen catching small
fish with their bare hands yesterday.
The water looked black and smelt
foul.

Locals at Shoulmachi on the
bank of the Turag said the river
water would remain highly contami-
nated until fresh water starts coming
inthe rainy season.

" Tannery wastes have taken
away our livelihood. We can supply
the city market with enough fish
every day if the river water is pollu-
tion-free," said one local, Abu Musa.

Low-key Rajnath
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"l have nothing to say because no
decision has been taken," Advani,
who is scheduled to step down after
the party's silver jubilee national
conference in Mumbai next week,
said when asked about his reaction
on news that Rajnath Singh was all
setto become the next president.

Advani announced his intention
to step down in September, months
after comments he made on a trip to
Pakistan caused an outcry in the
BJP and alienated its hardline Hindu
backers.

Singh, a former chief minister of
Uttar Pradesh, the country's most
populous state, is perceived within
the party as being on good terms
with the Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS), the BJP's staunchly
Hindu allies.

"It's a choice blessed by the
RSS," said political analyst Mahesh
Rangarajan on Saturday.

"The main reason (for choosing
him) is he's someone you can get
along with," he said. "He's a team
leader."

Compared to other BJP leaders,
Singh appears to be a more low-key
figure, a quintessential party man.

Rangarajan also said the party
chose the upper-caste Singh with
an eye to gearing up for state
assembly elections to be held in
2007 in Uttar Pradesh.

The Hindi-speaking state used to
be a BJP stronghold but the party
has slipped there inrecentyears.

"Uttar Pradesh is a key battle-
ground state and within Uttar
Pradesh, the upper-castes are a key

battleground," said Rangarajan.

Although the ancient Hindu caste
system is supposed to have been
abolished it continues to be
observed in much of the country,
with many people voting along caste
lines in political elections.

The Times of India daily said
Singh's "combination of organisa-
tional skills and facility with Hindi"
would help the party in northern
India.

Party members are also hoping
Singh will be able to rescue the BJP
from the turmoil in which it has been
mired since its shock election defeat
by the Congress party last year.

Since its May 2004 election loss,
the BJP has become polarised
between moderates wanting the
party to move to the centre, and
hardliners who feel a return to the
core values of hardline Hindutva
(Hinduness) will win more votes.

The divisions within the party
came to a fore in June, in the fire-
storm that surrounded Advani after
he lauded archrival Pakistan's
founder as a "great man" during a
trip there.

Analysts said at the time
Advani's praise for Muhammad Ali
Jinnah as a man who "created
history" was a bid to steer the BJP
toward the mainstream and reach
outto secularallies.

But the attempt backfired spec-
tacularly on 77-year-old Advani,
who spearheaded the ascent of
Hindu right-wing politics in India.

ADB offers $315m
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the loan, the ADB maintained.

Besides, the policy and institu-
tional reforms associated with the
ADB borrowing will make a positive
and long-run contribution to the
overall performance of the econ-
omy, which would not happen if the
money were borrowed from other
sources.

According to the ERD source,
Bangladesh has been increasingly
becoming dependent on high-cost
domestic borrowing and supplier's
credit, while receiving less and less
concessional foreign aids.

An ADB analysis shows the
country's outstanding foreign aid
was $16.8 billion in 1995, which
increased only by $1.7 billion to
reach $18.5 billion in 2004. In con-
trast, its outstanding domestic debt
tripled from $3.1 billion in 1995 to
$9.5 billionin 2004.

According to ERD statistics, the
government took supplier's credit
worth $535 million in FY02-04. In
the previous three years, FY99-
FYO01, the amount was $158 million.

Recently, the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) set a $250
million supplier's credit limit for
Bangladesh.

The ERD source said the ADB

has offered the OCR loan also to
make sure that Bangladesh does
not slip into a condition of inability to
pay off its debts.

Until 1999, the ADB used to
categorise Bangladesh as a Group-
A borrower due to its low level of
income and weak debt-repayment
capacity. So, the country was eligi-
ble to borrow only from the conces-
sionary Asian Development Fund
(ADF). After 1999, Bangladesh's
status was upgraded to a Group B1
country, making it eligible also for
the OCRloans.

Typically the interest rate on an
ADF loan is less than 1 percent and
the loan can be paid off over a 50-
year period.

The ADB proposal said though
the terms of OCR borrowing are
harder than what Bangladesh is
used to, they are still softer than the
pure commercial loans. An OCR
loan is refundable over a period of
20 years, with a provision for
another five years as a grace period,
while its interest rate is usually less
than 4.2 percent.

Sources said half of the ADB's
planned $1.8 billion loan for
Bangladesh over the next three
yearsis OCR.

US monitors
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on people in the United States. US
President George W. Bush has
defended that covert programme and
vowed to continue the practice, saying
itwas vital to protect the country.

Senior US officials, including FBI
Director Robert Mueller, have repeat-
edly said Islamic militants appeared
intent on acquiring weapons of mass
destruction for an attack against the
United States.

Mueller said in February he was
"very concerned with the growing body
of sensitive reporting that continues to
show al-Qaeda's clear intention to
obtain and ultimately use some form of
chemical, biological, radiological,
nuclear or high-energy explosives
material in its attacks against
America."

An FBI spokesman declined to
confirm or deny the US News and
World Report article and said, "We
can't talk about a classified
programme."

"The FBI's overriding priority is to
prevent, disrupt and defeat terrorist
operations in the US All investigations
and operations conducted by the FBI
are intelligence driven and predicated
on specific information about potential
criminal acts or terrorist threats, and
are conducted in strict conformance
with federal law," he added.

The Council on American-Islamic
Relations advocacy group said the
report, coupled with news of the
domestic eavesdropping, "could lead
to the perception that we are no longer
anation ruled by law, butinstead one in
which fear trumps constitutional
rights."

"All Americans should be con-
cerned about the apparent trend
toward a two-tiered system of justice,
with full rights for most citizens, and
another diminished set of rights for
Muslims," it said in a statement.

Federal officials cited by US News
and World Report maintained the
programme was legal and said war-
rants were not needed for the kind of
radiation sampling it conducted.
Officials also rejected any notion that
the programme specifically targeted
Muslims, the magazine said.

According to US News and World
Report, the nuclear surveillance
programme began in early 2002 and
has been run by the FBI and the
Department of Energy's Nuclear

Emergency Support Team.

Atits peak, the effortinvolved three
vehicles in the Washington area
monitoring 120 sites a day, nearly all of
them Muslim targets such as promi-
nent mosques and office buildings
selected by the FBI, it said.

The programme has also operated
in at least five other cities -- namely
Chicago, Detroit, Las Vegas, New
York, and Seattle -- when threat levels
there haverisen, itsaid.

One source quoted by the maga-
zine said the targets were almost all
US citizens.

Vice President Dick Cheney was
among those briefed on the monitoring
programme, the publication said.

Christmas today
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Christmas Day feasts. The govern-
ment has declared the day a public
holiday.

In separate message President
Dr lajuddin Ahmed, Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia and leader of the oppo-
sition Sheikh Hasina greeted the
Christian community of Bangladesh
on the eve of the day and said that
Jesus Christ had worked for estab-
lishing humanity and peace.

Different organisations including
Bangladesh Christian Association,
Bangladesh Hindu-Bouddha-
Christian Oikya Parishad, and
Chhatra Jubo Oikya Parishad
offered greetings to the Christian
community, wishing them a merry
Christmas.

Archbishop Poulinus Costa,
head of the Christian community in
the country said, "Jesus came into
the world to bring peace by sacrifice
and forgiveness”. He prayed that
god would bless Bangladesh.

The Dhaka Sheraton Hotel will
hold a children's party today in its
Marble Room from 10:00am to
1:00pm, featuring Santa Claus,
puppet shows, magic shows, puzzle
shows, and singing of carols, said a
pressrelease.

Bangladesh Television, Radio
Bangladesh, as well as private TV
channels will broadcast special
Christmas Day programmes, while
national dailies will publish supple-
ments highlighting the significance
of the holiday.
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