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One has heard of stamp, coin, car and painting 
collections, among others. Where Kolkata-based 
artist Arunabha Ghosh breaks new ground is in 
his collection of exquisitely designed early classi-
cal Long Playing (LP) record covers. On display 
at the India International Centre in New Delhi 
were an array of record jackets from the period 
1948 onwards until the late '90s.

Among the works exhibited: a record of ballet 
music from Coppelia by composer Delibes. The 
music is rendered by Roger Desormiere. Then 
there is an LP with the music of Joseph Haydn. 
There is also Scheherazade by the London 
Symphony Orchestra, under the aegis of Pierre 
Monteux. Then there is Tchaikovsky's Symphony 
No 6, Pathetique. (rendered by Heinrich 
Hollreiser of the Philarmonia di Trieste). On the 
cover is a well-known work by Vincent Van Gogh, 
called The Starry Night.  It shows stars and swirl-
ing brush strokes. There is also Bach's 
Brandenburg Concertos nos 3,4 and 5 with a still 
life with dishes and fruits by Henri Matisse. The 
music is rendered by Marcel Couraud  of the 
Stuttgart Soloist. There is also Ludwig Beetho-
ven's Christ on the Mount of Olives. The painting 
is by Hans Burgmaier

Explaining the raison d'etre of his record 
collection, Ghosh who also collects art books, 
picture post cards and newspaper cuttings on art 
and music, says, “People tend to hear music 
rather than pay attention to the record cover.  
However attractive covers could go a long way in 
influencing buying decisions.” In fact, he says that 
he has received requests for exhibitions of Indian 
classical records. 

The exhibition is curated by Kishore 

Chatterjee, art and music critic from Kolkata. 
Dwelling on the significance of the display, 
Chatterjee says, “As we look back, we realise that 
very few commercial products have used art as 
creatively as the LP. The study of the history of LP 
records makes a fascinating study of the develop-
ment of design technology in the modern adver-
tising world. It is indeed a perfect marriage of 

applied and fine art...The CD continues to pro-

mote art but does not have the wide canvas of the 

LP. In the best international labels like DGG, 

Harmonia Mundy, EMI, Philips and Decca, the 

Long Playing record was both an album of music 

and a folio of art.”
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Film Festival
Title: International Short and 

Independent Film Festival 2005

Participating Countries: Germany, 

Netherlands, France, USA, England, 

Russia, India, Iran, Pakistan, Hungary, 

Australia, Canada, Argentina, Sri 

Lanka, Slovakia, Sweden, Estonia, 

Azerbaijan, Italy, Malaysia, Indonesia, 

Norway, Poland, Lithunia, Austria and 

Mexico.

Venue: National Museum Auditorium, 

Shishu Academy Auditorium and 

Goethe Institut Auditorium

Group Exhibition

Title: Winter Art Exhibit

Organiser: Shako

Venue: Art & Soul Gallery, Road# 36, 

House 16, Gulshan Avenue

Time:  December 16-26 from 11 am to 

8 pm 

Australian Painting 

Exhibition
Title: Desert Voices

Venue: Shilpangan Gallery

Time: December 17-26

Theatre
Play: Behular Bhashan

Troupe: Theatre and Music 

Department, Dhaka University 

Venue: Natmondal Auditorium, DU

Date: January 1-4 at 6:30 pm

Group Photography 

Exhibition
Title: Nature's Fury

Participating Country: Bangladesh, 

India, Sri Lanka, Iran, Pakistan  

Venue: Drik Gallery

Time:  December 26- January 8
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PICK OF THE DAY

FAYZA HAQ

M
E A S U R I N G  u p  t h e  
possible success of the 
ongoing International 

Short and Independent Film 
Festival, director Morshedul Islam, 
famous for his film Chaka, said at 
the opening of the festival, "From 
1988 onwards, the festival has been 
held biennially.  Each time it is larger 
and more organised. This time we 
located some good films from 
Bangladesh and abroad. If enough 
viewers and connoisseurs come, 
the festival should be a success."

Comparing the 9th festival  
(which runs from December 22 to 
30) with earlier ones, Morshed said 
this festival creates a new kind of 
audience. This is due to the fact, he 
said, when the Short Film Festival 

began in Bangladesh in the early 
80s, the situation was such that 
some good films could be made like 
Shurjo Dhigol Bari (Moshiuddin 
Shakir and Niamat Ali being the 
filmmakers, and it was released in 
1979). These films couldn't be 
released in the cinema halls at that 
time. Even when they were 
released, Morshed said, they got a 
brief exposure, as they were 
allowed to run only for a stipulated 
period.

"Under those conditions, the 
short films, in an alternative manner, 
done in 16 mm, were distributed 
differently. Now the situation is 
much better because two decades 
have elapsed and we are able to 
release our films in the local cinema 
halls and they run for a while," 
Morshed said, "These include films 
like Matir Moina by Tareque Masud 
and my own two films, Dipu No 2 
and Dukhai. Today, the owners of 
cinema halls are eager to release 
such feature films in 35 mm. Hence 
there is a change in the situation; the 
contemporary audience in the 
festival is the result   of the Short 
Film movement. The Short Film 
Festival plays an important role too 
for filmmakers like myself."

Dwelling on the problems that he 
faced during his work, Morshed said  
that when he and his contemporar-
ies began making short films in the  
'80s, there was no video or digital 
media. He said that they had to 
make films in 16 mm and now, when 

the video media is available, unfor-
tunately the new generation is not 
coming forward to make such films. 
The young makers, he said, seek 
quick bucks and because the tele-
films are more popular, they 
become preoccupied with directing 
mega-serials for the small screen. 
"They are not interested in making 
serious short films which I think is 
unfortunate," he said.

Regarding the festival, he added, 
that when they had begun the festival 
in the '80s, the festival was lively and 
bursting with enthusiasm. He said that 
the festival, with each year gets more 

films and has more purchasing power. 

Earlier, he stressed, the film-makers 

had little money at their beck and call 

but they had more "guts and gump-

tion."  According to him, “The short film 

movement is definitely on the 

decline.”

Morshedul Islam made the first 

Bangladeshi short film called Agami 

and that was the beginning of the 

movement. After that he made 

Chaka in 1993. His latest project is 

Khela Ghor.

Morshedul Islam’s optimistic 
views KHALID-BIN-HABIB

Hridi Huq is an actress with 
simplicity, in addition to being a 
choreographer-costume designer-
scriptwriter.  Hridi, the elder 
daughter of theatre activists, Dr 
Enamul Huq and Lucky Enam, tied 
the knot with popular small screen 
actor Litu Anam recently at her 
parents’ residence. 

The auspicious celebration was 
graced by leading film and TV 
personalities,  politicians, family 
and friends. Among the guests were 
Asaduzzaman Noor, Subarna 
Mustafa, Rumana, Srabonti, Touqir 
Ahmed, Sumaiya Shimu, Nadia, 
Shakila Zafar, Subir Nandi and Sujit 
Mustafa.

The venue was tasteful ly 
decorated. Flowers and colourful 
lights were used to decorate the 
stage for the newly-weds. 

Hridi is articulate on the subject of 
life after marriage. As she says, 
“Though I am married, I am still my 
own person and I can be selective 
about the parts I play. I don't feel I 
will miss out on good roles just 
because I am married now. At this 
point I am only looking for roles that 
will challenge and excite me. I like to 
have the protective mantle of mar-
riage around me as well. It has 
added a lot of responsibility to my 
lifestyle.”

Hridi has carved a place for 
herself on the small screen as a 
well-received actress. Audiences 
readily recall her roles in drama 
serials Pothey Jetey Jetey and 
Albatross on Channel i, drama serial 
Chithi on ntv. She is also the 

scriptwriter of the drama serial 
Amader Anando Bari, which is being 
aired on ntv.

Talking about the most satisfying 
role of her career, Hridi says, “I am 
unable to answer this question. I 
can't really point out to any particular 
role and say this was the most 

satisfying one. I have enjoyed every 
character I've played so far. I have 
always had a soft corner for 
television. I guess my experiences 
with TV have been fulfilling. This has 
a lot to do with the kind of roles that 
came my way too.”

Hridi Huq
 A new beginning

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

As part of the ongoing theatre festival 
arranged by Group Theatre Forum at 
Shilpakala Academy, Chittagong, 
Pritinidhi Natya Sampradaya will 
stage PaglaGhora today at 7 pm.

PaglaGhora symbolically repre-
sents the dynamism of life, over which 
human beings have no control. 
Through the conversation of four 
depressed men, Badal Sarkar's 
absurd play is an analysis of life -- Can 
pain, hurdles, frustration and failure 
impede its motion? Obstacles are an 
inseparable part of life but life goes on 
at its inexorable pace.
Rahmat Ali directs the play.

Arunabha Ghosh

A penchant for record covers

9th Int’l Short & Independent Film Festival, Dhaka 

Theater festival in Chittagong

PaglaGhora: A theatre of absurd 
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09:45 Tritiyo Matra
10:30 Tele Prescription
11:30 Hridoye Mati O 

Manush
12:30 Aj Dupurey O 

Citycell Tarokakothon 
01:00 Ebong Cinemar 

Gaan
01:25 Public Reaction
01:30 Shangbadpotrey 

Bangladesh
04:00 Bashundhara 

Amader Gaan
04:45 Sa Re Ga Ma
05:30 Janala
06:00 Music Plus
06:30 Chhaya Jhankar
08:00 BBC Bangladesh 

Shonglap
09:35 Christmas-special 

Programme: Baradin 
Anandomela

10:00 Drama Serial: Bela 
Obelar Golpo

ATN BANGLA 
10:30 Anyadrishti
11:05 Drama Serial: Ek 

Janamey
11:35 Gandharaj Samsung 

Cine Aha 
12:15 Adibashi Janapad
12:50 Smritir Monikothaey
01:30 Shornali Shadakalo
02:30 Drama Serial: 

Ghunpoka
03:10 Mega Serial: O Amar 

Chokkhu Nai       
04:20 Music Box
04:45 Ispahani Pure Snax 

Quiz Time
05:10 Rock Link 
05:45  Islami Sawal O 

Jobab
06:25 Special programme 

on Christmas: Nobo 
Anondey

08:00 Drama Serial: Jol 
Porey Pata Norey

08:30 Drama Serial: The 
New Shabuj Opera

09:00 Drama Serial: Nirey 
Taar Neel Dheu

09:30 Drama Serial: Ek 
Akasher Shopno

10:40 Business This Week

ntv 
08:35 Aajker Shakal
09:30 Right Click
10:05 Mukto Chalachchitro
10:30 Christmas-special 

movie: Jesus
12:30 Hoi Hullor
01:05 Muktangan
02:35 Drama Serial: 

Kachher Manush
03:15 Weekly drama: 

Haraner Naatjamai
04:25 Putulnaach  
05:10 Dindarpan
05:20 Apnar Jigyasha
06:20 Shubho Shondhya
06:50 Apon Aloye
08:20 Drama Serial: 

Romizer Aaina
09:20 Christmas-special 

programme: Muktir 
Ahban

09:50 Siddiqua Kabir's 
Recipe

11:25 Dindarpan

HBO
10:15 Sinbad of the Seven 

Seas
12:15 Anger Management
2:30 Starship Troopers 2: 

Hero of the 
Federation

4:15 Half Past Dead 
6:15 Honey
8:15 HBO Coming 

Attractions 2006
8:30 Terminator 3: Rise of 

the Machines

10:45 The Guru
12:45 Blade II

STAR MOVIES
9:40 12 Days Of Christ-

mas Eve
11:15 Mixed Nuts
12:55 Edward 

Scissorhands
5:40 Cheaper By The 

Dozen
4:20 The Ticket
4:50 Love Actually
7:00 Garfield The Movie
8:25 Seabiscuit
10:45 Creepshow Ii
12:15 Try 17

STAR PLUS
11:30 Chalti Ka Naam 

Antakshiri
12:25 Film Topper
12:30 Kabhi Khushi Kabhi 

Dhoom
1:00 Musafir Hoon Yaaron
1:30 Mirch Masala
2:30 Shanno Ki Shaadi
3:00 Pardey Ke Peechey
3:30 Maal Hai To Taal Hai
4:00 Jeet
5:00 Hit Filmein Hit 

Sangeet
5:25 Taaza Hits
5:30 Talespin
6:00 Timon And Pumbaa
6:25 Film Topper
6:30 Major Saab
9:30 Saibaba
10:30 Baa Bahoo Aur Baby
11:00 Shanno Ki Shaadi

11:30 Shararat - Thoda Jadu 

Todi Naz

STAR WORLD
12:30 Elton John Live At 

Radio City

2:30 Christmas Miracles

3:30 Scrubs

4:00 8 Simple Rules

4:30 Less Than Perfect

5:00 Married To The Kellys

5:30 Everybody Loves 

Raymond

6:00 King Of Queens

6:30 Becker

7:00 Friends

7:30 The Simpsons
8:00 The X Files
9:00 Oprah Winfrey Show

10:00 Life As We Know It

11:00 The Kumars At No. 42

11:30 Desperate Housewives

ANIMAL 

PLANET
10:30 Mad Mike And Mark  

11:30 Animal Precinct 

12:30 Whole Story

1:30 Fun Zone 

2:30  Crocodile Hunter 

Diaries

3:30 Honda Presents: 

Animal Planet Insights    

4:30 Attenborough Presents    

5:30 Fun Zone 

6:30 Emergency Vets

7:30 Honda Presents: 

Animal Planet Insights 
8:30 Animal Icons
9:30 Fun Zone 
10:30 Animal Planet 

Showcase

DISCOVERY
10:30 Great Ideas   
11:30 2005 Etrospective       
12:30 Urban Explorers
1:30 Discover Wings
2:30 Mystery Hunters 
3:00 Fat Free     
3:30 Women On Top
4:30 Wild Discovery     
5:30 Extreme Evidence
6:00 Conspiracies On Trial
6:30 Extreme Machines 
7:30 Wild Discovery    
8:30 Discovery's Biggest 

Shows
10:30 Night Safari
11:30 Impact Stories of 

Survival

STAR SPORTS
10:30 United Strongman 

Series 2005 Bangkok 
Thailand  (R)

11:00 Wimbledon Classics  
Justine Henin Vs 
Venus Williams 
Wimbledon 2001 
Ladies' F Inal 
Highlights(T)

12:00 Tna Ppv Bound For 
Glory   (R)

3:00 Icc Cricket World    (R)
3:30 Wimbledon Classics  

Andy Roddick Vs 
Roger Federer 
Wimbledon 2003 Men's 
Sf Hi Ghlights(T)

4:30 Australia Cricket Down 
Under - India's Tour Of 
Australia 2003/04   
Part I(R)

5:00 Australia Cricket Down 

Under - India's Tour Of 

Australia 2003/04   

Part Ii(R)

5:30 Australia Cricket Vb 

Series Perth Australia 

South Africa Vs New 

Zealand 11th Odi 

Highlights(T)

7:00      Australia Cricket Vb 

Series Perth Australia 

Australia Vs South 

Africa 12th Odi 

Highlights(T)

9:00 Australia Cricket Vb 

Series Melbourne 

Australia New Zealand 

Vs South Africa 1st 

Final Highlights (T)

10:30 Cricket Classics Close 

Encounters   (R)

11:30 Australia Cricket Vb 

Series Sydney 

Australia New Zealand 

Vs South Africa 2nd 

Final Highlights(T)

ESPN
9:00 New Zealand Cricket 

Pakistan Tour Of New 

Zealand Auckland;   

New Zealand New 

Zealand Vs Pakistan 

1st Odi; Highlights(R)

10:00 Icc Cricket World(R)

10:30 Cricket Classics Indian 

Legends(T)

11:30 Cricket Classics Indian 

Legends(T)

12:30 Sportscenter Week In 

Review Sportscenter 

Year In Review(R)

1:00 New Zealand Cricket 

National Bank Series 

02/03 Wellington;   

New Zealand New 

Zealand Vs India 5th 

Odi; Highlights(R)
3:00 Cricket Classics Indian 

Legends(R)
4:00 Cricket Classics Indian 

Legends(R)
5:00 Sportscenter 

Sportscenter Week-
end(T)

5:05 Cricket Classics Indian 
Legends(R)

6:00 Cricket Classics Indian 
Legends(R)

7:00 Cricket Classics Indian 
Legends(R)

8:00 Sportscenter 
Sportscenter Week-
end(R)

8:05 Cricket Classics Indian 
Legends(R)

9:00 Sachin Tendulkar 
Programming Sachin 
The Legend - His 
Story(T)

9:30 Cricket Classics 
Dravid: The Wall(R)

10:00 Cricket Classics Indian 
Legends(R)

11:00 Stunt Programming 
Crusty Demons(R)

12:00 Cricket Classics Indian 
Legends(R)

TEN SPORTS
8:00 Winning Post
9:00 WWE Experience
11:00 SAFF (India v Bhutan)
1:00 Pakistan v India (2004)
1:30 Chevrolet Cricket 

Show
2:30 The Unforgettables
3:00 Great Centuries
5:00 Indian Horse Racing
5:30 NFL Gameday
6:30 WWE Heat
8:30 SAFF (Semi Final)

BBC Bangladesh Shanglap
On Channel-i at 8:00pm

Dialogue regarding social, political and financial 

issues of Bangladesh

Muktir Ahban
On ntv at 9:20 pm
Special programme on Christmas featuring 
the life and philosophy of Jesus

What seemed most unlikely just the 
other day could happen over the 
weekend: King Kong could be 
dethroned but the new box-office 
champ won't be one of the two films 
that were released last Wednesday 
-- Fun With Dick And Jane  and 
Cheaper By The Dozen 2.

The miraculous new champ 
could well be a film that has been 
around for more than two weeks -- 
The Chronicles Of Narnia: The Lion, 
The Witch & The Wardrobe -- which 
overtook King Kong on Wednesday. 
It grossed about US $4.93 million 
while Kong ate up US $4.87 accord-

ing to the figures released by Holly-
wood studios.

Given the fact that this is the 
Christmas week, and the Protestant 
churches in America have openly 
embraced Narnia will give the film a 
big advantage over the ape film. 
Apparently the film reassures 
values of redemption and the arche-
typal story of good vs. evil through 
the magical creatures and children.

Source: Internet

Narnia could wallop King Kong
Blockbusters

Morshedul Islam

A scene from Chaka, directed by Morshed

The newly-weds: Litu Anam and Hridi Huq

Actors  in a scene from the play

Tilda Swinton as the White Witch in 
The Chronicles of Narnia

Cover jackets of Lps on display
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