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Textiles lost free access
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be given in phases," Altaf said,
adding that Bangladesh will get
the chance to bargain for its
textiles when the two follow-up
meetings will be held in Geneva
andWashington in 2006.

‘Japan has already promised
that it will not include
Bangladesh's textiles in the three
percent sensitive list," he said
and pointed out that Bangladesh
is getting duty-free and quota-
free access to the European mar-
ketunder the GSP system.

The minister said Bangladesh
will diversify its export basket in
future with the help of developed
countries and reduce depend-
ence on readymade garment
products. :

Bangladeshis now paying 15.8
percent duties on its exports to
the US which will be reduced
gradually under the new WTO
rules, he said. "Now we can
export frog leg to aeroplane to all
the developed countries without
paying duty. Sky is our limit."

Dr Mostafizur Rahman said the
US will finalise its list of 339 prod-
ucts, which will,not get duty and
quota-free access, through negoti-

ations. "There have been some
opportunities to keep some of the
textile products out of the list," he
added.

ALBLASTS ALTAF

Opposition Awami League yester-
day blasted the commerce minis-
ter for failing to protect the coun-
try's interests in the just con-
cluded sixth ministerial confer-
ence of the World Trade
Organisation (WTO) in Hong
Kong, reports BDNEWS.

"The commerce minister has
returned from the WTO confer-
ence empty-handed that indi-
cates a grim future for
Bangladesh,” said Abdul Jalil, AL
general secretary and former
commerce minister, at a press
conference at the party office.

He feared the readymade
garment industry will face
uneven competition in the years
to come and it may spell large-
scale disaster for the national
economy.

AL leaders Tofail Ahmed,
Mohiuddin Khan Alamgir, Motia
Chowdhury, Suranjit Sengupta
and Obaidul Kader were also
presentattheconference.

PM opens
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the telephone excharnge by talking
to President lajuddin Ahmed from
theexchange.

The exchange was constructed
under a Tk 368 crore project
launched to set up digital telephone
exchanges in Chittagong, Khulna
and Sylhet. The South Korean gov-
emnment provided $30 million for
the project while the Bangladesh
government is providing Tk218
crore.

She said Bangladesh has come a
long way to join the information
superhighway through the subma-
rine cable. “Bxperimental connec-
tion has already been given,” she
added, ,

Fisheries and Livestock Minister
Abdullah Al Noman, Posts and
Telecommunications Minister M
Aminul Haque, Amir Khosru
Mahmud Chowdhury and South
Korean Ambassador Park Seong-
Ungalsospoke,

The PM said the door for
Bangladesh to enter the interna-
tiona!l arena would be opened soon
after the setting up of 'national
.backbone network' for theinforma-
tionsuperhighway. %

Giving some statistics ofdevel- .
opment works carried out by her
government in the last four years,
Khaleda Zia said the capacity of T&T
Board was 6,85,000 lines in October
2001 which has risen to 11,19000 in
thelast fouryears,

She said scope has been created
for private entrepreneurs to invest
in telephone services, including
maobile phone. “This initiative is
making a pesitive contribution in
providing maobile phones to the

people at cheaper prices,” she
added.

Khaleda Zia said the number of
telephone was 58,000 in Chittagong
when they (Four-party) came to
power and the number has now
become more than double with
these newtelephone lines.

“Building the infrastructure is
not the last word," the PM said
adding “It's very urgent to ensure
appropriate utilisation of those for
the progress and welfare of the
countrymen as well as to make
those available and profitable to
people.”

She said all cities and district
headquarters of the country have
already been brought under digital
telephone system and 179 upazilas
havedigital telephone exchanges.

The prime minister said before
they (Four-party) formed the gov-
ernment the internet facilities were
only available in eight district towns
and her government has expanded
the internet network to 64 districts
and 179 upazilas, '

Underlining the importance of
peace and stability to sustain devel-
opment, she called for.effective.and,
active unity of the people to attain
common goals.

“If we remain united, those who
are involved in various evil attempts
to halt the country's forward march
will fail. We'll succeeded and come
outvictorious, Inshallah,” she said.

She thanked the South Korean
governmentand the people for their
support in setting up the digital
exchange in the port city. The newly

.installed telephone exchange has

calleridentity (Caller ID) facility:

Final talks
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that the FTA could come into
forge as scheduled on July 1 next
year.

‘The FTA in Bimstec region is
having thrée components --
Trade in Goads, Trade in Services
and Investment. The member
states signed the protocol for the
frameworkagreement on the FTA
on February 8, 2004 in Phuket,
Thailand.

Trade in Goods will be liberal-
ised through progressive elimi-
nation of tariffs and non-tariff
barriers. This will be done in two
phases -- products will be identi-
fied as Fast Track and Normal
Trackcategories.

For the Fast Track products,
the non-LDCs (least developed
countries) will eliminate tariffs
for the LDCs by June 30, 2007,
but among themselves by June
30, 2008, The LDCs will do so for
the non-LDCs by June 30, 2011,
but among themselves by June
30, 2009. Bangladesh, Bhuran,
Myanmar and Nepal are the
LDCs within Bimstec.

For the Normal Track prod-
ucts, the non-LDCs will elimi-
nate tariffs for the LDCs by June
30, 2010, but among themselves
by June 30, 2012. The LDCs will
eliminate tariffs for the non-
LDCs by 2017, but among them-
selves by June 30, 2015.

The trade liberalisation
programme in goods is set to
eotnmence on July 1 next year.
Agreements for Trade in Services
and [nvestment will begin to
gome into effect from January 1,
2008.

If the TNC can conclude nego-
tistions at its 10th meeting in
Kathmandu from today, the FTA
agreement for Trade in Goods
will be signed at the Bimstec
Trade Ministers' Meeting early
nextyear.

Officials said the Bimstec
Minfsterial Meeting, which con-
cluded in Dhaka on Monday, has

ven necessary directions to the
TNC to show maximum flexibil-
ity to conelude the negotiations.

Sources said all the seven
member states of Bimstec have
stressed timely implementation

of the FTA to boost intra-regional
trade and investment and
enhance economic efficiency
and external competitiveness.

The TNC has already pro-
gressed a lot and finalised almaost
all the issues, including Rules of
Origin, Sensitive Lists and
Dispute Settlement Mechanism,
paving the way for the
Agreement on Trade in Goods to
be effective as scheduled.

Bimstec provides a unique
link between South Asia and
Southeast Asia together having
1.3 billion people or 21 percent of
the world population, a com-
bined GDP of $750 billion and a
considerable level of
complementarity due to geo-
graphical contiguity, differing
levels of development and
resource endowments.

Atop official of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs said a study con-
ducted in 2004 shows the poten-
tial of $ 43 billion to § 59 billion
trade under the Bimstec FTA.

The name Bimstec evolved
from its original formation 'Ban-
gladesh, India, Sri Lanka,
Thailand Economie
Cooperation' (BIST-EC) estab-
lished on June 6, 1997 at the
meeting of the foreign ministers
of the four countries in Bangkok. .

Later, Myanmar joined the
sub-regional grouping as a full
member at a Special Ministerial
Meeting in Bangkok on
December 22, 1997. The name of
the grouping was consequently
changed to 'Bangladesh, India,
Myanmar, Sri Lanka, Thailand
Economic Cooperation' (BIMST-
EC),

Nepal was first granted
observer status by the second
Ministerial Meeting in Dhaka in
December 1998. At the 6th
Ministerial meeting in Phuket
February 2004, Bhutan and
Nepal became new members.
The First BIMST-EC Summit was
held in Bangkok on July 31, 2004,
Inview of the admission of Nepal
and Bhutan, the name of the
grouping was changed to 'Bay of
Bengal Initiative for Multi-
Sectoral Technical and Economie
Cooperation’ (Bimstec).

Two robbers
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robbers at the Hasara Chaltatola
on Dhaka-Maoa Highway at
6:00am and held two of them
while the other two managed to
flee. They then confined them in a
primary school and informed the
police,

A five-member police team
reached the spot but failed to res-
cue the robbers from the angry
mob, wholynched them.

Later, a larger team of police
went to the spot and recovered the
body of the two robbers.

OC of Sirajdikhan police station

said the robbers planned to break
into the house of Subal Haji.

Police later managed to arrest
the other two robbers who escaped
earlier.

PM addresses
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also the chairperson of BNP is
expected to address the grand
rally. It will be her first address at
Paltan Maidan in two years.

. The party has set up eight
reception centres at Sadarghat,
Shampur, Jatrabari, Kamalapur
Station, Mohakhali, Mirpur and
Gabtoli Bus Terminals, Uttara and
Noyabazar to greet BNP leaders
and activists coming from across
the country.

Two car parks have been
arranged in Kamalapur Biswa
Road area and Suhrawardy Udyan
while four community centres
have been rented for the partici-
pants from outside the capital.
Dhaka City Corporation (DCC)
and Wasa will provide drinking
water and toilet facilities for the
rally-goers.

BNP Secretary-General and
LGRD Minister Abdul Mannan
Bhuiyan and DCC Mayor Sadeq
Hossain Khoka yesterday visited
the meeting venue.

The government has taken
tight security measures for the
rally. Alongside several hundred
plainclothes palicemen, members
of Special Security Force (SSF),
Armed Police Battalion, Rapid
Action Bartalion (Rab) will stand
guard in and around the venue
since the morning.

The AL-led 14-party opposition
allinnce held a grand rally in the
capital on November 22.

2 cops sued
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the cops and their informers of
extorting Tk 5,000 and demanding
more fromhim.

The accused are Sub-inspector
[(SI) Rezaul Karim of Mirpur Police
Station, SI Waziullah of Detective
Branch (DB) of police and the
informers Babul, Babu and
Tamanna.

Goni in the complaint said SI
Rezaul, Babul, and Tamanna picked
up his san Anwar Hossain in front of
Sony Cinema and demanded Tk
25,000 for his release around
11:00pmon November 25.

As Goni refused to give the sum,
they took his son to Mirpur Police
Station.

The complainant said he gave the
SI Tk 5,000 through Babul and
Tamanna. But the cop forwarded
Anwar to the magistrate's court,
showing him arrested under section
75 of the Dhaka Metropolitan Police
(DMP) Ordinance.

On December 17, SI Waziullah
and Babu seized a rickshaw from his
(Goni) garage and demanded Tk
30,000. Refused, the accused threat-
ened to implicate him in a dozen
cases with different police stations,
the complainantadded.

Following the hearing,
Metropolitan Magistrate AJM
Abdullahel Baqui took the complaint
into cognisance and directed the DB
deputy commissioner (DC) to sub-
mitareportafteraninvestigation.

Tk 6,000cr
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after a meeting at the Jatiya Sangsad
Bhaban.

Referring to the audit objections,
Awami League (AL) lawmaker and
committee member Faruk Khan said
that the BCIC incurs a loss of about
Tk 300 crore a year due to systems
lossesand irregularities.

The BCIC officials in a report
informed the meeting that the cor-
poration, which was set up in 1974
with B8 industries, currently has only
12ofthosefunctoning.

"The rest of the industries are not
run properly. A sub-committee was
formed to investigate the causes,”
FarukKhansaid.

About the losses, the BCCI offi-
cials said the corporation makes
huge losses as it sells fertiliser at a
pricelower than the production cost.

The parliamentary body also
discussed the current stocks of ferti-
liserinthe country:

The BCIC officials told the com-
mittee that they will produce 18.5
lakh metric tons of fertiliser and
import 3.5 lakh meiric tons while
Kafeco (Karnaphuli Fertiliser
Company Limited) will provide
another 3.5 lakh metric tons. The
total demand for fertiliser stands at
28lakh metrictons.

"We have yet to get the nod from
the government to import the extra
amount of fertiliser to face potential
crisis," a senior official of the indus-
triesministrytold the meeting.

The parliamentary body decided
to ask the home ministry and BDR
and the coastguard to step up sur-
veillance along the border areas to
stop local fertiliser being smuggled
out.
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Terror talks limp along on boycott
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with seven organisations out of 27
political parties and 15 profes-
sional bodiesinvited to the talks.

The invitees who have yet to
take part in the dialogue are con-
fused whether they will be able to
speak freely during the talks, as the
PMO is reportedly pressing them
not to accuse Jamaat of having
militantlinks.

The ruling BNP top brass
appeared embarrassed after
Krishak Sramik Janata League of
Kader Siddiqui on the first day of
the dialogue accused Jamaat of
harbouring the militants and
demanded the prime minister
expel them both from the govern-
mentand the alliance.

The PMO had reportedly asked
the freedom fighters scheduled to
meet the premier Sunday not to
level any accusation at Jamaat,
sources said.

Some Islamic political parties
might as well lambast Jamaat at the
dialogue and suggest the prime
minister purge the party from the
government and the ruling alli-
ance.

Khaleda Zia however at the talks
with the journalist leaders on last
Wednesday categorically said the
ties between the components of
the four-party alliance will remain
intact and that they will contest the
nextelection together.

About the implementation of
the suggestions, LGRD and Co-
operatives Minister Abdul Mannan
Bhuiyan on December 13 told
journalists that they would first
examine the suggestions and may
implementsome.

Khaleda on November 30 urged
all political parties and eminent
persons Lo sit in a dialogue to find
ways to stop the bomb terrorism.

The officials at the PMO on
December 6 and 7 dispatched
invitation letters to some 43
organisations.

The Awami League (AL) led 14-
party opposition alliance and pro-
opposition professional bodies

had rejected outright the invita-
tions.

Khaleda met Krishak Sramik
Janata League and Bangladesh
Medical Association on December
12, HM Ershad-led Jatiya Party and
Council for National Agenda on
December 13 and Bangladesh
Federal Union of Journalists and
Dhaka Union of Journalists on
December 14, Federation of NGOs
in Bangladesh and Alem-
Mashayekh on December 19,

The freedom fighters under the
banner of Muktijoddha Sangsad

have yet to get the new date for
meeting with the prime minister.

"We don't know yet when we're
going to meet her,” Kabir Ahmed
Khan, chairman of the Sangsad,
told The Daily Star.

The apex body of the freedom
fighters has drafied a set of propos-
als to table at the dialogue, but is
under pressure not (o accuse the
coalition partner Jamaat of patron-
ising the militants, sourcessaid.

The other invitees who have
been waiting for a schedule to
attend the dialogue have not been
contacted by the PMO since they
responded to the invitations.

"The date for our meeting has
not been finalised yet. The prime
minister's office told us they will
inform us after setting the date,"
Fazlul Haque Amini, chairman of
Islami Oikya Jote (Amini), told The
DailyStar.

Islami Oikya Jote (Izhar)
Chairman Izharul Islam
Chowdhury told The Daily Star that
they have not received any letter
from the PMO. "We are not
informed whether any date for us
has been fixed," he said. The chair-
man however said he would wait
for two or three more days and then
would communicate with the
PMQ.

Islami Shashantantra Andolon,
which has long been accusing
Jamaat of links to militancy in
public, has not decided whether
theywillattend the dialogue.

“If we join the talks, we will
obviously speak the truth and that
is Jamaat is the patroniser of mili-
tancy,” Ataur Rahman Arefi, infor-
mation and research secretary, told
The DailyStar recently.

BIDTO POLITICISE?

Allegations of politicisation of the
dialogue had been raised against
the government after it described
the prime minister's recent meet-
ings with the Federation of
Bangladesh Chambers of
Commerce and Industry (FBCCI)
and Federation of NGOs in
Bangladesh (FNB) as parts of the
national dialogue.

But both the organisations have
declined to consider the meetings
as dialogue, as they said they did
not meet her by any formal invita*
tion, rather on their own initiative.

They felt embarrassed as the
government by its claim attempted
to portray them as the ones having
a leaning towards the ruling par-
ties, though they are non-partisan
organisations, they said.

The FBCCI deglegation ‘met the
premier on December 4 while the

dialogue formally began on
December 12. The NGO leaders
met her to voice their concern over
the militant activities in line with
itsboard decision.
CIVILSOCIETY'S OBSERVATIONS
Talking to The Daily Star, former
advisor to the caretaker govern-
ment M Hafizuddin Khan said, "In
my view, there is no alternative to
talks in resolving such national
crisis."

On reported pressure on the
invitees not to implicate any party
of the ruling alliance in the mili-
tancy, he said, "The dialogue
should be held in an atmosphere
congenial enough for the invitees
to speak their mind. A dialogue can
be meaningful only when the
participants can share their opin-
fonunhindered."

He suggested the government
goonwith dialogue ata faster pace.
"Any dilly-dallyis not desired and it
will not help the purpose of the
dialogue."

Referring to the reported pre-
condition for attending the dia-
logue, Prof Mozaffar Ahmed said
the dialogue must be held in an
open manner and there should not
be any condition imposgd on the
invitees. "It is not'called dialogue if
a condition is imposed on
invitees."

“The talks cannot be fruitful if
the issue is not discussed with an
open mind. [ think the government
also understands that it would not
bringanyresult."

Major General (retired) Moinul
Hossain Chowdhury, another
former advisor to the caretaker
gavernment, is also not optimistic
about the outcomes of the dia-
logue.

“Idon't think the discussion will
be fruitful as all their [the govern-
ment and the opposition] maoves
centre around the next parliamen-
tary election,” he told The Daily
Star.

"Security is a very important
national matier. The security of the
people and the country cannot be
ensured if it is polidcised and used
for narrow political gains.
Sovereignty and security of the
country will be in jeopardy if the
powercentric moves of the political
parties get the upper hand," he
observed. y

"Both theruling and the opposi-
tion parties do not seem to be
concerned about the securityofthe
people. Rather it seems their prior-
ity is to manoeuvre the next paslia-
mentary election to their favoued,
headded. T

Pvt universities
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graduate programmes. For exam-
ple, for a Bachelor of Science in
computer science and engineer-
ing, the university charges Tk
22,300 while for a Bachelor of Arts
inEnglishit chargesTk9,900.

The per-semester fees for 12
credits in Southeast University
range between Tk 24,200 and Tk
12,000, dependingon the subjects.

On charging extra fees to the
students for the new campus build-
ing, Dr Hafiz GA Siddiqi, vice-
chancellor (VC) of NSU, said 60-70
percent of students will not have
anyproblem in paying the amount.
“The rule should not be different
fortheotherstudents,” he said.

A new building is necessary and
so it should be built, Siddiqi said,
adding, "If it is really a problem for
some students, | will request the
governing body to consider their
cases.”

On the uniformity of the stu-
dents’ fees in the private universi-
ties, Dr Siddiqi said it is not possi-
bleinthe“era offree economy”.

Dr Shamsher Ali, VC of
Southeast University, however,
thinks that there must be a frame-
work for standard fees considering
the socioeconomic context of the
students.

The University Grants
Commission (UGC) Chairman Prof
Asaduzzaman said he wasin favour
of uniformity in the fees. He dis-
cussed the matter with the VCs of

8 killed
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In another accident, Mohammed
Mostafa, 28, son of Taher Patwari,
Lama and Kabir were run aver by
several vehicles on the Rupashi
Para-Lama road. Seven others were
criticallyinjuredinthe incident.

On December 18, one Fazal
Ahmed, 60, of Naitong Para of
Teknaf was killed in a head-on
collision between two jeeps on the
Teknaf-Cox's Bazar road, while five
others were seriously injured. The
injured were admitted to Cox's
Bazar Sadar Hospital and CMCH.

Our correspondent in
Gopalganj reports: Three persons
died and around 50 others were
injured in a fatal road accident on
the Dhaka-Khulna Highway at
Kashianiofthedistrict.

Local people and police sources
said a Bhatiapara-bound bus from
Gopalganj yesterday fell into the
roadside ditch near Bhatiapara
petrol pump at Kashiani as its
driverlost control.

Amijad Hossain, 55, of Kashiani,
Emon Mondol, 40, of Lougharjang
upazila of Munshai?anj. and Achinta
Biswas, 40, of Shailakupa upazila of
Jhenidahdied onthespot.

Of the 50 injured, 33 were admit-
ted to Faridpur Medical College and
Hospital and Gopalganj Sadar
Hospital, sources said.

some leading private universities
last year but they did not agree to
the proposal, referring to the free
trade economy, he said.

‘Some universities that charge
higher fees, however, provide
better education, while the stan-
dard is very poor with some ather
universities that charge low fees,”
hesaid.

This difference of fees must be
minimised by fixing a standard
structure and the standard of
education in the private universi-
ties should be heightened through
strongmonitoring, he said.

Eminent educationist Prof
Muzaffer Ahmed said, “Neither the
private universities that charge less
fees nor those that charge more
have the vision to actually educate
the nation. Their target is making
money."

A body comprising education
experts rather than just politically
aligned people or businessmen
should be formulated on an urgent
basis for proper monitoring of the
whole education system of the
country, he added.

“The sources of the money paid
by the [private university] students,
whoare ready to pay any amount of
fees, are also questionable,” the VC
of a university said, requesting
anonymity.

Political promotions
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Then 493 senior assistant secretaries
were promoted as deputy secretaries
in February 2003. The officials were
from 1982 and'84 BCSbatches.

In 2004, 61 deputy secretaries
were made joint secretaries. This
year 39 additional secretaries and
327 senlor assistant secretaries were

romoted to the posts of secretary,
ﬁl[ntsecremryan deputysecretary.

Besides, 48 joint secretaries were
recently promoted as additional
secretaries. About 90 others met the
requirements but were not pro-
moted.

On all these occasions, many
officials deserving promotion were
Elnnre‘il on political grounds, sources

ege

Meanwhile, the present govern-
mentscrapped the promotion policy
adopted in 1988 and introduced a
mark-based new policy, creating
5C0 gefnrl’gnnringseniu rity.

ublic servants joining the

Janatar Mancha in 1996 in favour of
the AL's oustgovernment movement
prompted this government to adopt
thenew policy, sources said.
SSBMeeting
A preliminary list of more than 200
senjor assistant secretaries has been
prepared for promotion to the posts
of deputy secretary. The list is going
to be placed before the Superior
Selection Board (SSB) that is due to
meetonWednesday. ]

The SSB is also likely to consider
promotion ofsome additional secre-
taries to the posts of secretaries.

9 JIMB men held
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the top ten JMB cadres, including
district commander Abdullah Taslim.
Twenty-one out of the 29
chargesheeted accused militants of
Tangail are stillevadingarrest.

Intelligence officials sald once
Taslim is arrested, all information
about other militants can be
extracted fromhim.

Meanwhile, the two JMB suicide
squad members arrested in Sylhet
Iast week were sent to the Joint
Interrogation Cell (JIC) in the capital
and a]MB commander of Pabna area
amested in Joypurhat on Saturda
was taken on a five-day reman
ycsterda%

Our Bandarban correspondent
writes: Bangladesh Rifles (BDR)

rsonnel recovered two fake bombs

m the office of Naikkhongehhari
upazila nirbahi officer (UNO) er-
day. Two youths--Kahir Uddin and
Elins--were arrested in this connec-
tion.

Our correspondent in
Namganganim orts: Members of the
Rapid Action Battalion (Rab) held
Noor Hossain, 32, and Zafarullah, 24,
from Farazikanda and Madanganj
areas in the district.

The two were dirr.'cl‘l] sent to the
Rab Headquarters at Uttara in the
capital, Rabsources said.
PRO-JAMAAT OFFICIALS
UNDERWATCH
BDNEWS adds: The intelligence
agencies Have started examining the
activities of the pro-Jamaat officials,
who,accordingtoa high official in the
Secretariat, assist in conducting TMB
activities. Their telephone conversa-
tionsarealso beingrecorded.

The officials who have been
brought under extra surveillance also
include tens of other senior officials,
including 30 joint secretaries and a
number of former depu&y commis-
sioners now posted in different min-
istries as deputysecretaries.

A number of UNOs who were
earlier private secretaries to ministers
and state ministers are also being
watched.

Sources said the movement of
intelligence officials in different
government offices including the
secretariathasincreased recently.

BTRC Chairman and former
home secretary Omar Faruque alleg-
edly gave directives to the then dis-
trict commissioner and superinten-
dent of police of Rajshahi to cooper-
atewith the]MB.

Locals suspect

FROM PAGE 20
Witnessessaid Rajib cowered at the
Railway Officers Club seeing the
assailants approaching towards
him. It suggests he might have
known the killers and their inten-
tion, they added.

Police are scrutinising the foot-
age of the occasion videotaped that

ghttoidentitythe killers.

Rajib's uncle Abdul Gafur yes-
terday filed a case against unknown
menwith Motijheel Police Station.

Police said Rajib was known asa
criminal in the locality and was
accused in at least 10 cases filed
with Matijheel Police Station. He
was also a charge-sheeted accused
insevencases, theyadded.
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Fertiliser supply
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boro, the country's main rice cmT.
due to the looming chemical fert
liser crises, a meeting between
Bangladesh Fertiliser ociation
(BFA) and the Ministry of
Agriculture (MoA) ended inconclu-
sively yesterday with the latter
passing the blame on the finance
ministry for not releasing the long
overduesubsidies,

The government introduced a 25
E:Qrcenl subsidy on imparted ferti-
isers including triple super phos-
phate (TSP), murate of potash
(MoP) and di-ammonium phos-
phate (DAP) in the last fiscal. Under
the new arrangement fertiliser
importers started selling their
imported stock at a 25 percent
rebate with guaranteed refunds
from the government.

The importers received Tk 171
crore of the allocated Tk 271 crore
rebate. The rest remains unpaid
sincelast June.

BFA Chairman Kofiluddin
Ahmed told The Daily Star yesterday
that approval for a chunk amount-
ing Tk 60 crore has been lying with
the finance ministry for months
while agriculture ministry is scruti-
nising the bills for Tk 20 crore more
and the deputy commissioners are
yet to approve the remaining Tk 20
crare,

"We can no longer afford to
provide the dealers and farmers
with fertilisers at 25 percent rebate,
Since the dues were not paid,
impaorters are no longer interested
to supply fertiliser,” said the BFA
chairman frustratingly, claiming to
have written pleading letters to the
finance minister, finance secretary,
and even to the Prime Minister's
Office to resolve the issue but to no
avail.

Following the meeting with BFA
delegation yesterday, Agriculture
Minister MK Anwar told The Dail
Star, "They are really in a casl
crunch. I've repeatedly asked the
finance ministry to clear the out-
standing subsidies and even sent a
demi-official letter to the finance
secret on December 15 but
nothing has transpired so far."

Anwar claimed to have approved
the subsidy bills several months ago

and said that he had sent them to
the finance ministry. He also said he
did not knowwhat makes the minis-
tryto continue sitting on the bills for
s0 long. He asked The D Star
correspondent to better inquire the
finance ministryaboutthe matter.

Finance Secretary Siddiqur
Rahman Chowdh quipped over
the phone from his home, “Yes, the
matter is under consideration,” and
refused to say anything more about
the delayin releasing the subsidies,

Market sources said, as none of
the 3,000 dealers across the country
canafford to keep more than 50 tons
of non-urea fertilisers in stock at a
time, their stocks are depleting
pretty quicklg due to serious
demand inthis boro season.

The dealers fear that if the sup-

ply-s[ogpage continues for a few
more days a serious shortage of
fertilisers will occur forcing the
farmers to count their [osses in lost
yields.
Market sources fear that due to
non-realisation of the subsidies,
importers would stockpile nearly
four lakh tonnes of imported TSE
MoP and DAP in the warehouses
and would start selling those with-
outgivingthe 25 percentrebate,

A rise E}r 25 percent in fertiliser
prices would mean that the farmers
would have to pay Tk 850 for a 50-kg
bag of MoP instead of Tk 595 that
they pay now, for DAP they would
havetopay Tk 1250 instead of Tk 841
and for TSP Tk 940 instead of Tk 700,

Our Jessore correspondent, Abu
Bakr Siddique, reports that over 300
dealers and wholesale traders at the
country's prime fertiliseér market at
Nowapara refrained from selling a
single bag of fertiliser on Monday
duetothesupplystoppage called by
BFA. Retail sellers of several districts
including the northern part of the
country who came to buy fertilisers
from Nowapara wholesale market
hadto gobackempty-handed.

Our Dinajpur correspondent
Konkon Karmaker sent a dispatch
last night reporting thatlocal sugar-
cane [armers at Panchagarh staged
a demonstration protesting price
hike of chemical fertilisers and
insecticides.

US lists actions
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Deputy Assistant Secretary for South
Asian Affairs John Anthony Gastright
Jr told an online discussion on the
current state of US-Bangladesh
relations yesterday,

He also cautioned against those
who believe the recent successes of
the security forces in capturing
senior J]MBs figures have ended the
terrorist threat.

L "We welcome the recenta e eapy

senior JMB figures and the seizireof ™
huge arms and explosives caches.
But, note that most of the JMB's
senior leadership remains at |

and the actual impact of these devel-
opments on the JMB's operational
capabilities is unclear,” he said dur-
ing the online discussion with a
groupofBangladeshijournalists.

‘Gastrightlisted some ofthe things
that would constitute a full partner-
ship between the USA and
Bangladesh. These would include
ensuring that "investigations of
incidents run their full course,
including investigating government
officials, ifapplicable, and do notjust
endwith the prosecution oflow-level
figures.”

The USA wants a rapid passage
and implementation of anti-money
laundering legislation. It also wants
Bangladesh's vocal support of the
Comprehensive Convention against
International Terrorism and for the
country to lobby members of the
Organisation of Islamic Countries to
backit.

"We remain eager to assist and
urge the government of Bangladesh
to cooperate fully with the US and
others and expand its capacity -- with
US and other outside assistance if
necessary -- to take on these terror-
ists and other violent extrem-
ists...The US has offered to assist and
we remain eager to help, butweneed
Izl gu-n full partner in 51]5 effort," he
5 .

On the next general elections,
Gastright said, "We think that the
most important thing to agree on
politically is that all parties should
compete in the upcoming national
elections and that all parties accept
theotitcome of lhoscuﬂcﬁuns."

Hesuggested thatthe Bangladesh
government, with cooperation of all
political parties, "should begin
preparing now for ensuring that the
ﬁhgﬁl elections Will be free and

"Such preparations should
include acceptance of international
and domestic monitoring and pro-
tection for voters, especlaﬁyrell ous

JCD leader
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Shawon, 22, a second-year student
of political science, and Sabbir, 22,
an undergraduate student--were
taken to DMCH where the doctors
declared Mizan dead.

Farabi told reporters that Mizan
often used to visit the college and
spenttime with the JCD men.

Security guard Mohammad
Rafique, who was on duty at that
time, told The Daily Star that the
three killers coming through the
gate crossed the JCD group and
fired on them from behind.

They fled the scene through the
alley beside the Tejgaon College, he
said.

Meanwhile, Khilgaon police
found the body of one Mohammad
Sohel, 25, a resident of 227/1
Bhuiyanpara, Khilgaon, from a
pond at Block G in Rampur
Banasree Projectyesterday noon.

Sohel hailed from Mithapukur
of Rangpur. He had been missing
since some youths called him out
of the mess he resided in Monday
afternoon, his domestic help said.

minorities," he said. He also admit-
ted that questions were being raised
as to whether the general elections to
be held by January 2007 will be free,
fairand credible.

On the country's confrontational
olitical culture, Gastright said the
SA certainly hopes that the political

parties will end theuse of hartals that
only harms the "superb Bangladeshi
business _ﬁp?mun_il:y“ and take
palitics to parliamentand the constl-
tutionalinstitutions.

"The United States is concerned
about Bangladesh's future,” he said,
adtlinﬁ the future hinges on
Bangladesh's ability to remain true to
its tradition of tolerance and moder-
ation, hold free and fair elections,
combat corruption effectively,
expand economic growth, treat Jl
citizens with equal respect and
dignity, and deal effecti with
extremists who seek to
Bal}l?{ladesh'sﬁjmm.

e US Deputy Assistant
Secretary thinks strengthening
democracy and civil society are
crucial for preventing the growth of
extremnism. He also said ineffective
law enforcement is just a by-product
of the endemic cormuption in both
the government and the private
sector.

Drive restarts
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spread elsewherein the country.

Just before the Bid-ul-Fitr the
government formed 35 special
mobile courts to conduct such
hygiene and anti-adulteration
drives,

“This time it i5 going to be a
regular mobile court, which will
conduct drives in different food
shops and eateries like before,”
said Magistrate Md Rokan Ud
Doulahofthe court.

Finding huge irregularities and
unhygienic situation in the food
sectors, the government has
recently formulated a new law, the
Pure Food Act, 2005.

Thenewlawhas the provision to
fine the adulterators up to Tk 2 lakh
from Tk 75,000 and jail the guilty for
amaximum ofthree years.

“The mobile court will act under
the newlaw," said the magistrate.

The recent food drives had
brought some development in the
food sector in the city, but most of
the issues remain the same due to
the halt.

Asked, different fish traders
admitted the fish wholesalers are
using formalin in fish to keep them
freshforlong.

“We don't use chemicals in fish.
It's the wholesalers who do it,” said
a fish trader of New Market asking
not to be named.

The situations remain the same
in the fruits and vegetables markets
as well, The farmers are usin,
chemicals in the vegetables an
fruitsso that they ripen quickly.

But some sweetmeat shops
have changed their approaches,
which is a good sign. F e use of
harmful textile dyes in the sweet-
meat has sharply fallen. Besides,
some food ?mducing companies
are mentioning the expiry dates an
their products.

“All this is the contributions of
the food drives,” said the magistrate.
Some reputed restaurants have
Im]il_mved theirkitchens, headded.

fowever, the kitchens of the
common roadside restaurants
remain as filthy as before,

The staff of a Kathalbagan res-
taurant were found yesterday in
filthy clothes. Stench was coming
outofitskitchen.

The owner of the restaurant said
no mobile court has ever visited his
business. “The drives focus on the
big restaurants and it is a matter of
therich,” he observed.

estroy



