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'‘Charging high

price for bottled
water a violation
of human rights’

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Marketing bottled water in excessive
price is one kind of human rights
violation, observed speakers at a
seminarin the port city yesterday.

They demanded that the govern-
ment take legal steps against collec-
tion of naturally available water for
doing brisk business instead of
providing service in alittle profit.

Chattagram Nagarik Udjog,
ActionAid Bangladesh and
Consumers' Association of
Bangladesh (Cab) jointly organised
the seminar on “Bottled Water and
Human Rights” at the Chittagong
Press Club auditorium with Professor
SM Enamul Hoque, chairman of the
Department of Soil, Water and
Environment, Dhaka University, in
the chair. Journalist Muhammad Idris
presented a keynote paper in the
seminar.

The speakers said right to water is
internationally recognised as one of
the mostimportant elements of life. At
least twenty litres of water is needed
per head, but most of the world
population were deprived of this
required quantity of water.

Many of the bottled water market-
ing companies do not have neces-
sary approval of Bangladesh
Standard Testing Institute (BSTI) for
bottling water, alleged the speakers.

Mosharraf Hossain, Chittagong
director, the Department of
Environment, Dr Prabhat Chandra
Barua, Prof Monirul Azam, Engineer
Subas Barua and Touhid Ibne Farid
addressed on the occasion.
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Students of Tiny Tots School take part in a drawing competition held on the school premises at Mohammadpur in the
city. The competition was part of the school's Cultural Week that ended yesterday.

Project correct, objective

history to people

President urges historians

UNB, Dhaka

President lajuddin Ahmed
yesterday urged the historians
to project the correct and
objective history to the mass
people in a convincing way.
“There is a saying that les-

son of history is that none takes
lesson from history...We
should take lesson from ups
and downs of history and imple-
ment it in our personal and
national life,” the President told
the 14th biennial conference of
Bangladesh History
Association at Hotel
Sonargaon.

lajuddin said the country will
be benefited and the future
generation will get right direc-
tion if the nation's history is
upheld objectively.

Recalling the political
changes in the subcontinent,
he said although the rulers
were changed in 1947, the
colonialism did not end. He
mentioned the Language
Movement of 1952 and the
struggle for autonomy and
liberation war in 1971, saying
that the people took part in
those movements spontane-
ously.

He said the nation achieved
independence in 1971 at the
cost of life and blood of three
million lives.

“Our proud achievement is
independence. We must
uphold this heroic history and
story of sagacity to the new
generation” for their inspiration
and future direction, he said.

“Another proud chapter of
our history is religious toler-
ance. In the past during the
Hindu-Bouddah-Muslim rule,
we have always noticed a
unique feature of religious co-
existence,” he said, adding
“even today religious con-
existence exists.”

lajuddin, however, deplored
that the proud tradition of this
country was not properly incor-
porated in the history. One of
the reasons is that there had
not been such contemporary
historians in this region to
project the history with pride.

“Therefore, the aspiration of
freedom of rulers in this region
was depicted by the then histo-
rians as rebellion. But foreign
travellers and tourists who
visited this part praised this
country, its people, beauty and
prosperous economy,” he said.

The President hoped that
the Bangladesh History
Association would take effec-
tive initiative to write history
and tradition of each region of
Bangladesh.

Presided over by
Association President Prof Dr
Shariff Uddin Ahmed, the con-
ference was also addressed by
Education Minister Dr Osman

Faruk, Association General
Secretary Prof Dr Zaheda
Ahmad and Joint Secretary Dr
Ahmed Abdullah Jamal.
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