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Meanwhile, Zillur Rahman Mahin 
arrested from Naogaon on Sunday 
confessed in a statement recorded 
before a metropolitan magistrate 
yesterday that he had been involved 
in the August 17 blasts. He said 
directed by JMB commanders he 
planted a bomb at Rajshahi New 
Market. 

He also named several other 
JMB leaders, but the law enforcers 
did not disclose their names for the 
sake of investigation. 

JMB's Rajshahi zone com-
mander Shafiullah alias Tarik, 
Tarikul and Rezaul, who had been 
arrested with about 5000 detonators 
in their possession on Sunday were 
placed on a seven-day remand 
yesterday. 

The police said Tarik was 
appointed as Rajshahi zone com-
mander after JMB chief Abdur 
Rahman's son-in-law Abdul Awal 
had been arrested in Thakurgaon.
BARISAL
Family members of the five accused 
in a number of cases of August 17 
bomb blasts in Barisal city 
demanded judicial inquiry into the 
cases and punishment for the real 
perpetrators claiming their relatives' 
innocence. 

As the police have no intension 
to arrest the real perpetrators, they 
accused the same persons in 12 
cases of bomb blasts at 18 places, 
which occurred at the same time in 
the city, they said. The police are 
harassing innocent poor people, 
they alleged. They sought interven-
tion by the president and the prime 
minister and human rights activists 
of the country on humanitarian 
grounds.

Meanwhile, the police raided 
different spots and residential hotels 
in the city and arrested three sus-
pected JMB cadres from the 
Patarhut Boarding yesterday. They 
were sent to jail. 
MYMENSINGH
Eleven persons out of the 12 
arrested in connection with the huge 
caches of bombs, explosives and 
bomb making materials that had 

been recovered on Sunday, were 
remanded yesterday.

Only Humaira Khan, the landlady 
of one of the houses from where the 
caches were found, was released 
after primary interrogation.

Two separate cases were filed 
under Explosive Substances Act 
against nine persons while two were 
shown arrested under section 54. 
The court sent them to remands.

Asaduzzaman, one of the 
arrestees who is the JMB com-
mander of the district, yesterday 
said he had taken training at 
Ghoradap under Jamalpur Sadar 
upazila from Ataur Rahman Sunny 
in 2003.  He also said bombs were 
made in two houses in Akua area of 
the town where Sunny used to visit 
often.

He also had telephone contacts 
with Bangla Bhai and Shaekh Abdur 
Rahman, he said. But he denied his 
involvement with the military activi-
ties of JMB as well as with August 17 
blasts throughout the country.

Mean t ime ,  Rap id  Ac t i on  
Battalion and the police have recov-
ered a hand-grenade from a drain 
beside the boundary wall of the 
Girls' Cadet College at Sehara Para 
Road in the town yesterday after-
noon.

Netrakona Sadar police yester-
day arrested a suspected JMB 
suicide squad member Alamgir 
Fakir alias Alam, 28, from Madanpur 
Purbapara and produced him 
before the court with a seven-day 
remand prayer.

Kurigram police arrested six 
suspected JMB cadres raiding 
different spots in the district.

A JMB cadre Dr Mukul, who had 
been arrested last month from 
Satkhira, was placed on a seven-
day remand yesterday and taken to 
Joint Interrogation Cell, while three 
JMB suspects, Ruhul Quddus, 
Asadul Islam and Saifullah were 
remanded for three days.

In Kishoreganj, suspected 
suicide squad member Rafiq, who 
had been arrested from his house at 
Fakir Para village under Pakundia 

thana on December 17 for sending 
letters containing threats to the 
UNO of Pakundia, was placed on a 
3 day remand yesterday.

Pabna Sadar police arrested four 
suspected JMB cadres with organi-
sational leaflets and jihadi books in 
their possessions Sunday after-
noon.

The Bogra police yesterday 
arrested three JMB suspects from 
the district.
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next three years, the ADB country 
director said, adding that the 
money  wou ld  come under  
Poverty Reduction Strategy 
Programme.

"If everything goes smoothly, I 
think Bangladesh would reach 7-
10 per cent GDP growth rate 
within five years period," she 
said.

Foreseeing a big jump of 
investment in the country, she 
s a i d ,  " W h e n  I  c a m e  t o  
Bangladesh three years back, the 
yearly flow of foreign direct 
investment was only $240 million 
and it rose to $550 million within a 
year. Now on the basis of commit-
ment made by international com-
panies, the country can expect 
over one billion dollars invest-
ment every year."

Regarding recent bomb blasts 
and  t e r ro r i s t  ac t i v i t i e s  i n  
Bangladesh, she said, "This is an 
international phenomenon and 
what is happening in Bangladesh 
is part of a big picture".

She expressed hopes that the 
situation will become normal.

Hua Du said ADB's loan will be 
given for increasing the efficiency 
of the Chittagong port, installa-
tion of big power stations, gas 
pipelines, development of railway 
tracks, highways, construction of 
Padma bridge, water supply and 
sanitation programmes.

"The financial help could be 
much higher if Bangladesh can 
utilise it properly, as getting loan 
depends on implementation 
capacity," she said.

Earlier, the bank provided 
around $300 million per year but 
now the annual disbursement 
stands over $600 million, she 
pointed out.

Ba n g l a d e sh  g o ve rn me n t  
should focus on and explore the 
growth potential in two strategi-
cally important areas -- Dhaka-
Chittagong economic corridor 
and north-western Rajshahi 
zone, the bank observes.

Taking the advantage of 
Chittagong port, huge small and 
medium enterprise industries 
should be set up in the Dhaka-
Chittagong economic corridor in 
near future, Hua Du said.  

Despite great prospect for 
industr ial isat ion, the north-
western zone lacks basic infra-
structures like gas pipeline, big 
power stations, airports, and 
standard railway systems, she 
pointed out.   

The area, mostly high land and 
free from flood, should be the main 
source of diversified agriculture 
products. The ADB has been 
financing the Northwest Crop 
D i ve rs i f i ca t i on  P rog ramme 
(NCDP) that started in 61 upazilas 
of the region in 2001 and is to be 
completed in 2006.   

Some multinational compa-
nies including Tata and Asia 
Energy have already made com-
mitment for investment of billions 
of dollars in the area. 

The ADB is also preparing for 
various development projects in 
the area and will provide around 
one billion dollars for improving 
railway system there for facilitat-
ing big investment of multina-
tional companies.  

Development of infrastructure 
and employment through huge 
investments are required for 
overall poverty alleviation, Hua 
Du said, adding that micro-credit 
can only help the poor people to 
stay at the subsistence level. 

NEWS 15DHAKA TUESDAY DECEMBER 20, 2005

FROM PAGE 1

the meeting. 
They would take decisions on the 

recommendations made by Bimstec 
senior officials Sunday on six core 
areas of cooperation--trade and 
investment, transport and communi-
cations, energy, tourism, technology 
and agriculture.

Expressing the hope that Bimstec-
FTA would be operational from July 1 
next year on conclusion of the 
Kathmandu negotiations on Dec 21-
27, Khaleda said, “This will be vital in 
promoting our growing sectors, partic-
ularly those facing the challenges of 
globalisation.”

She, however, said the FTA in 
goods should be attuned to meet the 
needs and constraints of the least 
developed member-states of the 
group.

The prime minister also called for 
giving priority to social issues as she 
said economic development can not 
be meaningful without social progress. 
Social issues, therefore, must remain 
at the top on the agenda.

“Our experience has shown that 
even at low level of income, it is possi-
ble to significantly improve standards 
of living, raise the overall human-
development indices and bring people 
out of poverty,” she said.

Khaleda also proposed to host a 
ministerial meeting in Dhaka on 
poverty alleviation early next year, with 
the hope that the meeting would be 
able to devise concrete actions to 
collectively address the problem in the 
Bimstec countries.

On the necessity of the public-
private partnership, she said the 
private sector must be the driving force 
in trade and investment. “ The prosper-
ity of our region will depend largely on 
public-private creativity, their initiative 
and imaginative collaborations,” she 
said, adding that governments will 
have the responsibility to create an 
enabling environment for the private 
sector to operate effectively.

Calling for easing visa regime 
within the Bimstec region, the prime 
minister said, "We must create an 
atmosphere for our investors and 
entrepreneurs to explore further areas 
of joint venture and cooperation."

Khaleda also called for implement-
ing the measures identified by the 
cross-Bay grouping since its inception 
in 1997 and consolidating the gains so 
far achieved.

On the conclusion of the 13th 
Saarc summit held here last month, 
she said the Dhaka summit was a 
turning point for regional cooperation 
in South Asia. She said Saarc mem-
bership has been expanded with the 
decision to admit Afghanistan and to 
have China and Japan as observers.

“South Asia is reaching out to 
Southeast Asia and the Far East,” she 
said, adding that five of the seven 
Bimstec members are also members 
of Saarc.

“It is vital that Bimstec forges 
ahead. I am confident that the out-

come of this ministerial meeting will 
reflect our shared perceptions and firm 
commitment for closer cooperation,” 
she said.

Earlier, Foreign Minister Morshed 
Khan in his opening remarks said the 
ministerial meeting would dwell, 
among other things, on ADB proposal 
for financing Bimstec projects as well 
as formulating the Bimstec charter and 
secretariat. 

An expert group will be working to 
make recommendations on the 
proposed charter and the secretariat 
for approval of the Bimstec foreign 
ministers.

The inaugural session was 
attended by Bhutanese Trade and 
Industry Minister Lyonpo Yeshey 
Zimba, Indian State Minister for 
External Affairs E Ahamed, Myanmar 
Foreign Minister U Nyan Win, 
Nepalese Foreign Minister Ramesh 
Nath Pandey, Thai Foreign Minister Dr 
Kantathi Supha-mongkhon and Sri 
Lankan Addit ional Secretary 
Karunatilaka Amunugama.

They later made a joint call on 
Prime Minister Khaleda Zia and 
expressed keen interest in forging 
cordial relationship between Bimstec 
and Saarc as complementary blocs.

The Indian state minister for foreign 
affairs proposed organising a joint 
Saarc-Bimstec Film festival to build up 
relationship among the member-
countries of the two regional forums, 
which was taken as a good idea.

Khaleda Zia stressed further 
expansion of cooperation among 
Bimstec member-nations through 
enhancing trade and communication 
linkups.

The foreign ministers on behalf of 
their heads of state or government, 
particularly Sri Lankan and Indian 
sides, invited the prime minister to visit 
their respective countries.

OC sued
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The accused are OC Tariuqul Islam, 
Sepoy Khorshed and Havildar 
Delwar.

In his complaint, Kashem, also a 
refrigerator mechanic mentioned 
that he was going to Taltala to buy 
some spare parts at about 9:00am. 
When he reached the Khilgaon 
police box at Bishwaroad, some 
policemen posted at the box picked 
him up and took him to Khilgaon 
police station where they beat him 
mercilessly without any reason until 
he became senseless.

They also snatched away his 
Nokia mobile phone set, he alleged. 
Later the police forwarded Kashem 
to the CMM's court showing him 
arrested under section 54 of the 
Criminal Procedure Code, the 
complainant added.

Jubo League president Zahangir 
Kabir Nanak and its General 
Secretary Mirza Azam have been 
made witnesses in the case.

F o l l o w i n g  a  h e a r i n g ,  
Metropolitan Magistrate AJM 
Abdullahel Baqui took the complaint 
into cognisance and directed the 
deputy commissioner of Detective 
Branch to submit an investigation 
report on the matter.

ADB sees Dhaka

Bimstec region

Dhaka's textiles
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sector soon to devise strategy for the 
meetings in Geneva and Washington. 
“The product list was not finalised in the 
WTO Trade Agreement.” 

The meetings would decide the 
products of Bangladesh to go on the list 
of duty-free and quota-free market 
access and identify           the products 
to bring out of the hit list.

Altaf said the review on the products 
would be completed next year and 
expected that the extent of duty-free 
market access for Bangladesh prod-
ucts would be expanded.

“It cannot be termed a futile exer-
cise… at long last, we've achieved 
something which one cannot dismiss 
as futile exercise,” said the commerce 
minister, who led the Bangladesh 
delegation to the sixth session of the 
ministerial conference.

A commerce ministry official, who 
was a kingpin for Bangladesh at the 
WTO meet, told the news agency that 
considering all aspects Bangladesh 
needs to diversify its export items to 
reap benefit out of the WTO offers.

The 97 percent tariff lines comprise 
some 11,300 products,      from vegeta-
ble to high-tech computer and aircraft, 
from which the country could derive 
benefit, he said.

Govt announces 
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For each suicide squad member, 
the government has announced a 
bounty of Tk 2 lakh and for each 
ehsar Tk 1 lakh.

The announcement came two 
months into the declaration of two 
big stakes on the heads of JMB 
chief Abdur Rahman and his aide 
Siddiqul Islam Bangla Bhai, 
o p e r a t i o n s  c o m m a n d e r  o f  
J a g r a t a  M u s l i m  J a n a t a ,  
Bangladesh.

The bounty of Tk 50 lakh on each 
of them declared on October 28 
remains in force, the press release 
added.
“MILITANCY ISSUE 
TO BE SOLVED
BY COALITION REGIME”
The state minister for home affairs 
yesterday said he expects solu-
tion to the militancy issue during 
the incumbent government's 
tenure.

Referring to achievements made 
by the law enforcers in combating 
militants, Babar said the Islamist 
militants will be defeated in time.

“I hope militancy will be routed 
within our tenure,” he said after a 
meeting with leaders of the 
Christian community at his ministry.

He said this in the wake of the law 
enforcers' success in capturing 
some of the top JMB leaders includ-
ing members the Majlish-e-Sura 
and a number of suicide bombers, 
busting their dens and recovering 
huge explosives.

Security upped
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his office adding that the arrange-
ments will be stronger than the 
previous years.

As for security, police and 
Rapid Action Battalion (Rab) 
forces will be deployed at the 
churches from December 22 and 
further addit ional forces on 
December 24. Law enforcers will 
make a sweep of the churches a 
day before the Christmas Day.

Special security will also be 
provided at the churches and the 
graveyards when the community 
offers midnight prayer on the night 
of December 31.

Law enforcers will set up a 
number of check posts at every 
congestion points in the capital so 
that illegal liquors cannot be 
carried, meeting sources said. All 
the bars in the capital would be 
ordered to keep their shutter 
down during the December 31 
night to avert any untoward inci-
dent, they added.

The Christian Association 
delegation, led by its President 
Arnold Arun Gomez, asked the 
government for illuminating some 
10 to 12 points in Dhaka on the 
eve of Christmas Day. They also 
asked for deployment of police-
women at the churches for check-
ing the women attending the 
services.

The association proposed 
inter-religion talks to discuss 
mi l i tancy.  “The Min is t ry  o f  
Religious Affairs will take decision 
in this regard,” said a government 
source.

“Bangladesh has a long tradi-
tion of religious harmony. We've 
seen no riot here since 1964. 
Those who are carrying out the 
bomb attacks aim at destabilising 
the situation and spoil this har-
mony,” Christian Association 
General Secretary Albert D'Costa 
said at the meeting.

There are fundamental ist  
elements in all religion and if the 
government finds any among the 
Christians, it should arrest them, 
he added.

Inspector general of police, 
Rab director general, commis-
sioner of Dhaka Metropolitan 
Police and other high-ups of 
different law-enforcement agen-
cies were also present at the 
meeting.
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meeting, and sign the FTA at the trade 
and economic ministers' meeting in 
Dhaka early next year.

Briefing reporters after the meeting 
at Sheraton Hotel, Foreign Minister M 
Morshed Khan said, "We had a very 
successful and substantive meeting.... 
There was total unanimity and con-
sensus on all the issues. We see a 
great future of the Bimstec."

The meeting set a vision for deeper 
economic integration, including 
removal of non-tariff and para-tariff 
barriers, putting in place mutual recog-
nition agreements and agreement of 
avoidance of double taxation, he said, 
adding, "We underlined the impor-
tance of special and differential treat-
ment and flexibility for LDC parties, as 
provided for in the Framework 
Agreement."

The meeting stressed the need for 
intensifying efforts towards air trans-
port liberalisation, inland waterways, 
short-sea shipping and highway and 
rail linkages, he said.

Under Bimstec, two road links 
projects -- Thailand-Myanmar-
Bangladesh, and Thailand-Myanmar-
India -- have been adopted. Each 
country will construct link roads up to 
their border while in case of Myanmar, 
decision will be taken on how to pro-
vide financial assistance to construct 
roads within the country.

Bimstec foreign ministers agreed 
to relax the visa regime within the 
region, which is a home to 1.3 billion 
people. "Someday we will go to no-
visa regime within Bimstec,” Morshed 
Khan said.

The meeting agreed that Bimstec 

should adopt a comprehensive Plan of 

Action on Poverty Alleviation, in keep-

ing with the Millennium Development 

Goals (MDGs) of United Nations, the 

foreign minister said.

The Bimstec ministerial meeting 

decided to enhance cooperation in 

counter-terrorism and transnational 

crimes.

Two sub-groups are working to 

prepare reports on intelligence sharing 

and stopping terror financing. Another 

group is working on how to check illicit 

trafficking of humans, drugs and 

explosive substances.

The ministerial meeting decided to 

set up an inter-governmental experts' 

group to examine the establishment of 

a permanent Secretariat and a Charter 

for the organisation, Morshed Khan 

said.

The meeting also decided that the 

member states will celebrate June 6 

each year as Bimstec Day and India 

will host first Bimstec Film Festival next 

year.

Foreign Affairs Advisor Reaz 

Rahman, Bangladesh Ambassador to 

Thailand Shahed Akhter, Director 

General (Saarc-Bimstec) Ruhul Amin 

and Director General of External 

Publicity Wing Zahirul Haque were 

present at the press briefing.

Bimstec FMs
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journalists at the gas field, the 
Canadian company's Country 
Manager Brian Adolph said, "In a 
meeting with the government, it was 
agreed that the blowouts caused a 
loss of 3 bcf of gas in total. We may 
consider compensating for this loss. 
But we do not understand how the 
government got the additional figures 
of loss of 5.9 bcf and 45 bcf."

Ene rgy  M in i s t r y  Adv i so r  
Mahmudur Rahman however told The 
Daily Star that although there is no 
clear provision in the JVA for compen-
sation in case of environmental dam-
ages the agreement does say that in 
any case of dispute between the 
parties it should be settled amicably 
through mutual understanding.  All the 
figures regarding compensations will 
be made clear if Niko wants, he added. 

The total possible loss could be 
measured only after the deposited gas 
is completely extracted, he said 
adding that a governmental commit-
tee estimated the loss at 5.9bcf at sub-
surface level and a possible loss of 
45bcf at the third level of the gas field, 
also known as Chhatak marginal gas 
field. 

Brian said guaranteeing Tk 250 
crore means freezing the money, 
which the company cannot afford 
when the government already owes a 
huge amount to Niko for receiving gas 
from the Feni gas field.

Meanwhile, Niko sealed off the first 
relief well at Tengratila and now is 
ready to go for production within six 
weeks of getting the government's 
nod, he said adding, "We are ready to 
have more dialogues with the govern-
ment if necessary, but want its 
approval soon to begin operation."

He said the company has to pay 
30,000 dollars everyday to the US 
drilling company Century Drilling for 
keeping its rig standby in Chittagong. It 
had to pay 50,000 dollars a day when 
the rig was in the gas field, he added.

"If the government does not allow 
us to go for production, we have to 
send the rig back to the US and it will 
take at least a year to bring it back. The 
drilling company also does not want to 
remain here idle with minimum pay-

ment. It benefits the company more 
when the rig is in use."

Responding to a question Brian 
said they are now confident enough 
that there will be no more blowout as 
the company now has detail knowl-
edge on the geology of the area 
through a drilling done by it to acquire 
data well before drilling the second 
relief well.

The second relief well has been 
drilled 300 meters away from the first 
one, as the first one was drilled only 
100 meters away from the original 
well, which was identified by some 
experts as a reason for the second 
blowout, he added.

On the dispute between the gov-
ernment and Niko about the price of 
gas extracted from the Feni gas field, 
the country manager of the company 
said a third party could be assigned for 
suggesting a price, which could talk to 
both the disputing parties and suggest 
a price without any bias.

"But we want money soon from the 
government for Feni gas, as we have 
already invested a lot of money."

Brian reiterated Niko's claim that it 
did not have any negligence in drilling 
the wells and the best proof of it is that 
the company is insured by Lloyd's 
Syndicate of UK. Lloyd's would not 
insure Niko if it was negligent, he said.

Mahmudur Rahman said the 
government has full sympathy for Niko 
for paying 30,000 dollars to the drilling 
company everyday, but it cannot do 
anything bypassing legal procedures.

He said Bapex board decided to 
seek opinion from the attorney general 
whether Niko could go for well devel-
opment. "If the attorney general 
suggests that well development will 
not have any adverse effect on the 
government's claim, only then we may 
permit Niko to go for production," he 
said.

Blowout compensation

Women held
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Shahidullah Miah told The Daily 
Star that a magistrate should not 
grant bail to such offenders who are 
engaged in destroying the youths. 
Moreover, the magistrate has no 
jurisdiction to grant bail to any 
accused arrested for possessing 
heroin that is punishable by death, 
he added.
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consisting of representatives from 
Bapex and Niko for approval of its 
plans for Tengratila (officially known as 
Chhatak gas field) and Feni gas fields. 

 Tengratila field exploded twice in 
January and June due to Niko's gross 
negligence. 

Niko has drafted a proposal to drill a 
well in Tengratila at a cost of $3 million,   
spend $1.7 million for site develop-
ment and another $ 6 million for install-
ing a process plant.

In addition, it is seeking post-
implementation approval of its illegal 
19-km pipeline costing $4 million. This 
pipeline was installed using Titas Gas 
Company's pipes, which were 
imported for the Dhaka Clean Fuel 
Project. Such gross irregularity was 
allowed by the then state minister 
(ousted later) for energy AKM 
Mosharraf Hossain.

No action was taken against Niko 
despite a series of reports in The Daily 
Star exposing the scam.

There is no Gas Purchase Sales 
Agreement (GPSA) against this 
pipeline, constructed a month before 
the second Tengratila blowout, and 
when the inferno of the first blowout 
was still on. The pipeline was con-
structed in the domain of the Jalalabad 
Gas Field Company Ltd (JGFCL) 
without its approval and amid its 
protest.

The Lafarge already has an agree-
ment with the JGTCL for purchase of 
16 million cubic feet per day (mmcfd) 
gas. The company is set to start pro-
duction in February-March. 

The JGFCL pipeline to Lafarge has 
a pressure of 1,000 Per Square Inch 
(PSI), as per the required technical 
specification.

“Technically speaking, the Niko 
pipeline is not even suitable for gas 
supplies from a gas field to any grid. 
This pipeline was meant for expanding 
Dhaka's clean fuel network using a 
pressure of 150 PSI. Therefore, Niko 
cannot even use this pipeline to supply 
Tengratila gas in future, if any,” a Titas 
official pointed out. 

In a study on Tengratila gas field, 
Niko claims that this field has only 110 
billion cubic feet (bcf) gas. But a 1996-

97 study by Petrobangla had identified 
a resource base of 1.9 trillion cubic feet 
(tcf) there, of which 1.1 tcf can be 
commercially produced. 

Niko also seeks approval for drilling 
Feni 3 and Feni 4 development wells 
at a cost of $8 million. 

The Feni field was supplying 40 
mmcfd gas from November last year. 
But due to Niko's flawed plan to kick-
start the field's operation last year, 
production rate has fallen to 27 mmcfd 
now. 

Niko now says drilling of these two 
wells will increase production and 
therefore the government can ensure 
better gas supplies to Chittagong 
region.

The JVA demands that Niko will 
conduct a 'work-over' in the aban-
doned well of the Feni field to begin 
gas production there. The work-over 
covers cleansing the abandoned well 
and identifying new gas zones. After 
the work-over, Niko is supposed to 
observe the gas field's performance 
for a year and then plan to drill new 
development wells.

But the company did not follow this 
process at all. It drilled two wells 
violating the JVA and from October last 
year it started supplying 40 mmcfd gas 
to Petrobangla without having any 
contract.

An official of the energy ministry 
said the Bapex is not interested in 
Niko's work programmes because it is 
trying to legalise its irregular activities. 
But the higher authorities have already 
asked Bapex to consider Niko's 
proposals. 

Furthermore, the JVA dictates that 
as long as Niko keeps on making 
investment, Bapex will not get its free 
share of gas. Bapex holds 40 percent 
equity in the JVA.

The government meanwhile 
claimed 8.9 bcf gas and a bank guar-
antee of Tk 250 crore as Tengratila 
blowout compensation and for further 
drilling there. 

Niko pushes Bapex 
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even take the madrasa chiefs along 
with them," Kazi Abu Horaira, general 
secretary of Jatiya Imam Samity, told 
reporters after the dialogue with the 
premier.

He said the prime minister had told 
them that the law enforcers will not 
harass the students and teachers of 
madrasas. 

Over 200 Ulemas assured the 
prime minister that the four-party 
alliance will be even stronger in the 
next general election. They also 
pledged all-out support for the govern-
ment. 

A number of leaders of Jatiyatabadi 
Ulema Dal, a front organisation of the 
ruling BNP, Islami Oikya Jote, and pro-
Jamaat organisations were among the 
participants.  

A senior leader of a faction of Islami 
Oikya Jote (IOJ), a component of the 
ruling alliance, Emdadul Haque 
Araihazari, said three out of nine 
discussants at the meeting demanded 
the government recognise the Kawmi 
madrasas.

"The prime minister assured us 
that the issue will be discussed in 
future," the IOJ leader told journalists 
after the meeting.

The dialogue, which began on 
December 12 amid rejection by the 14-
party opposition alliance and pro-
opposition professional bodies, 
resumed yesterday after a four-day 
recess. 

The FNB delegation at the meeting 
with the prime minister expressed 
concern about the situation prevailing 
in the country. They urged the govern-
ment to stop the bombings for the sake 
of country's economy and people's life.

"We are very much worried as the 
bombers tend to target the NGO 
activists. And for that we have sought 
the government protection," Muyeed 
Chowdhury, also a former advisor to 
the caretaker government, said.

"We told her that the country's 
economy will be hampered if the 
bombing is not stopped," he added.

The FNB chief said they also 
suggested the government take some 
motivational programmes for the 
students and teachers of the 
madrasas. 

He said the prime minister assured 
them that the government will imple-
ment the suggestions that it would 
deem important.

Talking to the reporters, member of 
FNB national executive board 
Rasheda K Chowdhury said,"The 
government has to curb the bombings 
with an iron hand."

She also said the prime minister 
rejected the possibility of granting the 
militants any sort of amnesty.
NGO LEADERS EMBARRASSED
Leaders of the FNB felt embarrassed 
as the PMO officials described their 
meeting the premier as part of the 
national dialogue.

"We did not receive any invitation 

letter from the prime minister. We met 
her on our own initiative as we are very 
much worried about the blast inci-
dents," a member of the national FNB 
executive board told The Daily Star, 
seeking anonymity.

The NGO body at its executive 
board meeting on December 11 
decided to submit a memorandum to 
the home minister and if possible meet 
the prime minister to voice their con-
cern. 

"By this time, a senior board mem-
ber of the FBN talked to a senior PMO 
official and informed him of our deci-
sion. The PMO on Sunday informed 
us that the prime minister wants to 
meet us," the source said.

"The PMO claim is an attempt to 
portray us as politically involved. But 
we are by no means involved in poli-
tics," he said.

The NGO body will also meet the 
Leader of the Opposition.

Earlier the government had 
claimed that a national dialogue has 
already begun with a meeting 
between the prime minister and a 
delegation of trade bodies on 
December 4. But the business leaders 
declined to consider the meet with the 
premier a part of the national dialogue.

No amnesty to militants

SCBA team 
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agency, "No government represen-
tative, even law minister Moudud 
Ahmed and his deputy Shahjahan 
Omar, did not visit the victims' family 
members and the injured people," 
he said. 

He also said the SCBA is trying to 
collect fund to help the victims' 
family members and the injured. It 
gave away Tk 10,000 to each of the 
lawyers injured in the bomb attacks 
in Gazipur for their treatment cost.

FROM PAGE 1

dialogue between the government 
and the opposition to work out ways 
and means to get rid of the terrorists.

"…The government has not been 
fully able to identify all the terrorists 
who are misinterpreting religion and 
take legal action against them," they 
observed.

Referring to the prime minister's 
pledge that she is ready to take action 
against the patrons of militants, they 
said people want to see that she takes 
proper action against lawmakers, 
ministers and others inside the gov-
ernment who are accused of harbour-
ing the militants.  

Expressing deep concern over the 
repeated bomb blasts and killing of 
innocent people, they said bomb 
attacks are being carried out since the 
attack on an Udichi function in Jessore 
in 1999 and such violence marked a 
sharp rise in the last two years. 

"It is clear that some brutal religious 
bigots who lack good sense are the 
masterminds of the terrorist activities," 
the statement says.

Expressing strong condemnation 
and hatred for killing people in the 
name of religion, they said it seems 
that the terrorists are out to make the 
country a dysfunctional state by 
unleashing a reign of terror. The 
people are in a state of insecurity, they 
observed.    

The statement says the state's 
most important duty is to ensure peace 
and rule of law and the government 
has to perform the duty on behalf of the 
state. 

It is not possible to maintain social, 
economic and political stability and 
fulfil minimum hopes and aspirations 
of the people of a country where 
institutions responsible for ensuring 
peace and maintaining law and order 
fail to ensure security of the people.

"The people of this country estab-
lished an independent, sovereign and 
secular state through supreme sacri-
fice. So some brutal extremists can 
never be allowed to continue their anti-
people activities," says the statement. 

"The government has to take 
whatever steps it needs to stop militant 
activities of the religious bigots and 
extremists; and it is a demand from all 
of us."      

It said recurrence of terrorist activi-
ties suggested that many of those 
leading the attack have not been 
arrested and the supply of bomb-
making materials and grenades to the 
terrorists has not been stopped. In this 
situation, people in the state power 
have to give direction to the law enforc-
ers to help them launch successful 
drive against the terrorists.

The statement says the people 
should be informed of steps taken by 
the government against the militants 
and if the people see the government 
is not negligent in dealing with the 
terrorists, their fear of insecurity will 
automatically be removed.

The signatories to the statement 
believe that it will not be possible to 
eradicate terrorism, if anyone patronis-
ing militancy or having sympathy for 
the militants remain inside the govern-
ment.

"Not only the opposition parties, but 
many in the ruling parties are also 
claiming that a section of people in the 
coalition government are harbouring 
the terrorists," they said. 

On the other hand, they pointed 
out, the activities of the opposition 
parties reflect the ongoing power-
centred politics that stands in the way 
of building united political resistance 
against fundamentalism and militancy 
which is not desirable at all. 

The eminent citizens said united 
efforts are needed to get rid of the 
terrorism and an opportunity has to be 
created so that the government and 
the opposition parties can work 
together in this regard. If the govern-
ment and the opposition parties take 
combined and transparent initiatives 
against the terrorists, all ill-attempts of 
the militants will be foiled. 

Referring to the prime minister's 
dialogue on militancy with the political 
parties and professional bodies, they 
said the prime minister would create a 

congenial atmosphere for a meaning-

ful discussion with the opposition 

parties.

"In the present situation of conflict 

and reciprocal no-cooperation 

between the government and the 

opposition parties will not bring good 

for the nation," the statement says.

The eminent citizens said militancy 

will exert a negative impact on the 

upcoming general election and create 

uncertainty about the continuation of 

the democratic system. To make the 

general election free, fair and neutral 

the black money holders, musclemen, 

load defaulters and corrupt people 

should be kept off from contesting the 

election, they suggested.

Signatories to the statement are 

Prof Salahuddin Ahmed, Syed 

Anwarul Karim, Prof Zillur Rahman 

S i d d i q u i ,  M u j i b u l  H a q ,  M  

Syeduzzaman, Prof Mozaffer 

Ahmad, Justice Kazi Ebadul Haq, 

Prof Harunur Rashid, Abul Ahsan, M 

Hafizuddin Khan, ASM Shahjahan, 

Prof Ajay Roy,  Prof Khan Sarwar 

Murshid, Nurul Haq, Dr Quazi 

Kholiquzzaman Ahmed, Prof Syed 

Anwar Hossain, Ataus Samad, Prof 

Amanuulla Ahmed, Prof Hasan 

Azizul Haq, Selina Hossain, Sultana 

Kamal, Prof Jaheda Ahmed, 

Shahdeen Malik, Syed Abul Maksud, 

Kafiluddin Mahmud, Prof Anupam 

Sen, Prof Shahidul Islam, Abul 

Momen, Prof Tofael Ahmed, Mizanur 

Rahman, Sharmin Murshid, Prof M 

Sekandar Khan, Prof Mainul Islam, 

MA Bari, Prof Badiul Alam Majumder 

and Prof Musharraf Hossain. 

Eminent citizens

Families of slain
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withdrawal of the cases.
They alleged police and Criminal 

Investigation Department (CID) 
personnel are manoeuvring the cases 
for bribes and accusing those who 
protest the murders.

"No trials have been complete 
during the alliance government. What 
can we expect from the BNP-Jamaat-
led government when they are initiat-
ing amendment to the Press Council 
Act?” said BFUJ General Secretary 
Manjurul Ahsan Bulbul.

A draft of the amendment has 
already been prepared, he added 
while conducting the press confer-
ence.

"My father became the target of 
criminals as he identified the killers of 
journalist Manik Saha through his 
writing and wanted to bring them to 
justice," said Asif Kabir, son of slain 
journalist Humayun Kabir Balu.

Dainik Janmabhumi editor 
Humayun Kabir Balu was killed in a 
bomb attack in front of his Khulna 
office on June 27 last year.

Asif, who was also injured in the 
blast, said the probe into his father's 
murder is still incomplete and the 
masterminds are not yet identified 
even after one and a half years.

Balaram Das, father of slain jour-
nalist Gautam Das said criminals killed 
his son as he wrote against illegal 
tender of a Faridpur road construction. 
Gautam, staff reporter of Dainik 
Samakal, was strangled in his office on 
November 17.

Aniruddha Chakraborty, son of 
slain journalist Dipankar Chakraborty, 
said they do not want a trial in the face 
of death threats by the killers.

Shibir man admits 

Cabinet asks
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on controlling the sale of acid.  
The Money Laundering and 

Terrorist Financing Prevention Law 
provides for a Financial Crime 
Investigation and Prosecution 
Office (FCIPO) and allows the 
government to take foreign assis-
tance to rout the crimes.

The  law c ra f ted  by  the  
Bangladesh Bank (BB) defines 
terrorist acts and prescribes harsh 
punishments including life imprison-
ment and death sentence for them.

The new law will replace the 
existing Anti-Money Laundering Act 
(AMLA) 2002.
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