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2 smugglers
diein BDR
shooting

OuR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

At least two smugglers were killed
and three injured as Bangladesh
Rifles (BDR) opened fire on them
on Bashudevpur border in
Hakimpur upazila in the early
hoursyesterday. -

BDR sources said about 25
smugglers entered Bangladesh
near Hilli land port with huge

SEE PAGE 15 COL 7

Bhutanking to
abdicate, hold
pollsin2008

REUTERS, Kolkata

Bhutan's king is to hand power to
his son and stage the tiny
Himalayan kingdom's first demo-
cratic elections in 2008, the state-
run Kuensel newspaper reported
yesterday: .
SEE PAGE 15 COL 8

Stampede in Indian
relief camp kills 45

Arp ] Chernnai

At least 45 people, mostly women,
were kKilled' and more than 50
injured yesterday ina stampede for
food coupons ataflood reliefcamp
in the southern Indian city of
Chennai, police said.

More than 3,000 people affected
by floods had gathered ata govern-
ment school in the Tamil Nadu
state capital to collect food cou-
pons early Sunday, an official said.

"The toll has now risen to 45.
Around 50 people are injured.

Around 30 people have been taken
to the hospital, of which a few are
very seriously injured," a police
official, who declined to be named,
told AFP.

"There maybe more casualties.”

The relief centre was scheduled
to openat 7:30 am (0200 GMT), but
people gathered hours earlier
fearing there would not be enough
coupons to goround.

"Suddenly it started raining
heavily and there was amad scram-
ble to getin. Asthe lockon the main
door snapped, those in the front

got crushed by the jostling crowd
behind them," said witness
Dhanalakshmi, who uses only one
name.

Most of the wictims were
women, police said. Heavy rain was
hampering rescue work.

Two of the city's main hospitals,
Government and Royapettah,
where the injured have been taken,
were swamped by policemen and
angryrelatives.

Womenwailedin the corridor of
the Government General Hospital

SEE PAGE 15 COL 7

Explosives supply comes
from Naikkhongchhari

Fear intelligence agencies; probe starts

MONIRUL ISLAM MONU, Bandarban

Following repeated’ recoveries of
huge explosives, arms and ammu-
nition in the border areas near the
hill district of Bandarban, the
intelligence agencies are investi-
gating if the explosives that still
remain in the hands of terrorists
are being supplied to militants.
According to a government

statistics, one bag and two cartons
of highly powerful TNT explosives
were recovered from Tengra
Murong Para of Naikkhongchhari
upazila on July 6 this year. Besides,
130kg plastic explosives, 16 con-
tainers ofacid and other chemicals,
five packets of gunpowder, two
packets of white potash and low
explosives, lkg lead, two packets of
lead balls, components of rocket

launcher, five electric wire coils,
one safety fuse insulator coiland 40
battery connectors were also
recovered from Lemujhiri Hills in
Naikkhongchhari on Octeber 20
lastyear.

Later, around 700 anti-
personnel mines, other land
mines, rocket launchers and 536
Arges grenades were seized from

SEE PAGE 4 COL 3
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part-of the national poverty situation but du

B Dialogue with Donors

I Urban Poverty Issues

i Bangladesh Urban Round Table (BURT) is a group of leading
national and international development organizations working
| with the urban poor.The urban poverty issue is not a cut off
¢ attention of the proper authority is considerably absent.
Poverty alloviation activities without appropriate attention to the urban part of the national poverty
scenario can't achieve goal, rather the effort would continue as ineffective. In view of this, BURT has
been doing policy advocacy and as a part of this dialogue with Donors on Urban Poverty issues to be held

| A university on paper

Jagannath University does not have syndicate,
academic council; yet to start admission

ASHIQUR RAHMAN

Even after official declaration as a
full-fledged university, the
Jagannath University College
(JUC) is yet to make any arrange-
ment for taking admission test in
time for its first batch students
while many public universities of
the country have already started
theprocess.

Even the newly formed univer- -

sity's syndicate committee and
academic council, that are essen-
tial for taking admission test, have

notbeen formed yet.

Besides, the teachers and
employees of the institution are
now apparently divided on the
question of the present initiative to
form the university's syndicate
commiftee,

Many teachers and employees
‘of the institution alleged that
Ayesha Shirin Rahman, acting vice-
chancellor of Jagannath University,
who is also the principal of
Jagannath University College,
recently sent a proposal for the

SEE PAGE 15 COL 4

Ctg]MB chief
to face Sunny;,
Awal in Dhaka

S1ArE CORRESPONDENT, Crg

Four Jama'atul Mujahideen
Bangladesh (IMB) militants
arrested onDecember 13 were sent
to Dhaka yesterday moming to
produce them face-to-face with
the organisation's military com-
mander Ataur Rahman Sunny and
Abdul Awal.

The four operatives--
Mohammad alias Aman Ullah,
Naimuzzaman alias Zafar alias
Shohag, Rafiqul Islam alias Javed
alias Roman and Manirul Islam:-
were arrested in connection with
an arms case filed with the
PahartoliPolice Station.

Sources said they were being

SEE PAGE 15 COL 7

PM'sdialogue
on militancy
deceiving
Says11-party

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

Left-leaning 11-party has said the
prime minister's national dialogue
on militancy is a deceit as the gov-
ernment is forcing participants not
to put the blame of patronising
militancy on any of the ruling
coalition partners.

Leaders of theleftist alliance ata
meeting yesterday said the crisis
cannot be resolved without taking
tougher actions against the section
in the government that is harbour-
ing militants.

Referring to the prime minis-
ter's dialogues with two political
parties and some groups, they
alleged the prime minister is

SEE PAGE 2 COL 8

FHOTO: STAR

Balaram Das, father of slain Faridpur journalist Goutam Das, puts his signature
on a poster as he joins a national convention on repression of journalists organ-
ised by BFUJ atthe Jatiya Press Clubyesterday.

Hasina laments lack
of press freedom

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Leader of the Opposition Sheikh
Hasina yesterday said journalists
are facing obstacles due to absence
of freedom of speech, rule of law
andhumanrights, }
She went on to label the ruling
alliance ministers and its cadres as
the perpetrators of repression on

journalists at a national conven-
tion against 'Repression on
Journalists' at the National Press
Club in Dhaka.

Hasina, also the Awami League
(AL) president, said the journalists
should identify and prepare a list of
the ministers and members of the
parliamentwho are patronising the

SEE PAGE 2 COL 6

Biswaljtema !
beginsJan 27
Tightsecurity planned

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Stringent measures will be taken
for foolproof security during the
Biswa Tjtema, the second-largest
congregation of Muslims, begin-
ning on January 27 at Tongi on the
outskirtsof Dhaka, '
Special teams of police, Rapid
Action' Battalion (Rab), paramili-
tary: Bangladesh Rifles (BDR) and
Bangladesh Ansar will be deployed
inand around the Ijtema venue on
the bank of the river Turag to check
any untoward incident during the
three-day congregation, A
“Foolproof security will be
arranged to ensure Safety of the
devotees, including those coming
from other countries,” State
SEE PAGE 15 COL &

Hannan, Awal
shown arrested
in another '
blast case

COURT CORRESPONDENT

Top militant leaders Mufti Abdul
Hannan and Abdul Awal were
shown arrested in another bomb
blast case and were placed on fresh
remands yesterday,

Hannan, operations coin-
mander of the banned Harkatul
Jihad's (Huli) Bangladesh chapter,
was placed on a 10-day remand for
the twelfth time since his arrest on
October 1.

On the other hand Abdul Awal,
son-in-law of Jama'atul
Mujahideen Bangladesh (JMB)
chief Sheikh Abdur Rahman, was:

SEE PAGE 15 COL 6
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AUG 17 BLAST

Islamic NGO
director named
in Jhalakati
charge sheet

UNB, Jhalakati

Investigators submitted charge-
sheet in the court yesterday accus-
ing two peoplein one of the August
17 bombing cases in Jhalakati

SEE PAGE 15 COL 6

Zohr 1-15
Asr 345

Maghrb: | 522" | 525
Esha . 700 | 7-30

Source: Islamic Foundation !
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deivers fashion i we do.

Today, Asian garment manufacturers have customers that stretch all the way from New Zealand to New York.
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From sourcing materials across the region; to delivering the finished garment to its final destination, it's paramount that
everything runs scamlessly. As the leading express distribution and logistic service provider, DHL has what it takes to
ensure that the Asian textile and apparel industry reaches its customers on time, wherever they may be. Afier all, with more
people in more places, no one knows Asia Pacific like we do. So call 9886305 today or visit www. hl.com.bd
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foday from 10:00 am, to 1:00 p.m at Level-4, LGED Bhaban, Agargaon, Dhaka, Ms. Christine Wallich,

Coiintry Ditector, The World Bank and Ms. Hua Dy, Country Director, ADB would be the C hief and

Special Guestrespectively in the dialogue, BURT is hopefull thatin light of MDG,WSSD and PRSP, expected

outcome as donors attention fo the issues swould be better and supportive to the development process in the country.
Organizing Team :

CARE Bangladesh, CUP, DSK, Plan Bangladesh, NSDP, UNICEF, WaterAid,
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