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ULTURAL FEAS

Group Exhibition
Title: Winter Art Exhibit

Organiser. Shako

Venue: Art & Soul Gallery, Road# 36,
House 16, Gulshan Avenue

Time: December 16-26 from 11 am to
8 pm

Solo Art Exhibition

Title: Devotion

Artist. Aadil Hoque

Date: December18-24, from 12-8pm
Venue: Bengal Gallery Of Fine Arts

Theatre

Title: Katha '71

Troupe: Dhaka Padatik

Venue: Liberation War Museum
Time: December 16 at 7:00 pm

Australian Painting
Exhibition
Title: Desert Voices

Venue: Shilpangan Gallery
Time: December 17-26

Group Photography
Exhibition

Title: Chhoy Alok Chitri

Venue: Zainul Gallery, Institute of Fine
Arts, Dhaka University

Time: December 9- 16, from 2 pmto 9
pm

Tri-Continental Film
Festival Dhaka

Songs that ignited the
spirit of freedom

In conversation with Bipul Bhattacharjee

ERSHAD KAMOL

ULTURAL activists played a

pivotal role during our Liber-

ation War. Not only did they
perform in fundraiser programmes
for the Freedom Fighters, they also
sought to mobilise public opinion
overseas in favour of Bangladesh
and rendered songs to boost the
morale of the valiant Freedom
Fighters.

Renowned folk singer Bipul
Bhattacharjee was one of the choir
members who rendered songs of
masses and patriotic songs at the
Mukti Bahini and refugee camps
during our freedom movement.

In May 1971, Bipul crossed the
border and went to Meghalaya to
take partin the Liberation War. From
there he went to Kolkata and joined
Swadhin Bangla Betar Kendra
(SBBK). Going back to those event-
ful days, Bipul said, “Initially | went to
Kolkata to render songs at SBBK.
There | met Wahedul Haque and
other activists of Bangladesh Shilpi
Shahittik Buddhijibi Samity
(BSSBS) such as Sanjida Khatun,
Rathindra Nath Roy, Mahmudur
Rahman Benu and Shahin Samad.”

“Wahedul Haque sent a choir
group to Delhi which included
singers such as Shahin Samad,
Laila Hasan, Milia Ali, Dalia
Nawsheen, Naila Khan, Flora
Ahmed, M Moshad Ali, Mahmudur

Bipul Bhattacharjee

Rahman Benu and myself. We
presented a musical soiree titled
Rupantorer Gaan. It was a
fundraiser for the freedom fighters.
Later, we held similar fundraisers in

Kolkata. The local singers also
joined usin our effort,” added Bipul.
The choir of BSSBS rendered
Muktir Gaan (songs of freedom) at
different refugee camps as well as

atthe dens of the Freedom Fighters.
Moshad Ali was the lyricist and
Mahmudur Rahman Benu was the
team leader of the choir. Bipul
Bhattacharjee took the lead in the
chorus while rendering in folk tune.
Bipul said, “The songs touched the
heart of the valiant fighters, and they
would often break down in tears,
listening to our National Anthem at
the camps. If American documen-
tary maker Lear Levin had not
recorded all those moments in his
documentary, | could not have kept
track of the places we travelled to.

“Jamil Chowdhury recorded 14
songs at Tollygunj, Kolkata of which
| was the lead vocalist of six cho-
ruses, including Amay bol bol bolre,
Pak poshoder marte hobe, Ful
Khelbar din noy addya and others
for SBBK,” said Bipul.

Moreover, Bipul Bhattacharjee
sang along with another troupe lead
by Kalyani Ghosh. Uma Islam,
Probal Chowdhury, Rafiqul Alam
and others were active in this team.

“Undoubtedly the leaders and
frontline fighters had major roles in
our freedom movement. However
the cultural activists also played a
central part in these momentous
times,” said Bipul.

Tri-Continental Film

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

Movie-goers are flocking to Star

from Muslim West Beirut, befriends
a Christian girl against the backdrop
of growing violence.

Festival Dhaka

Exhibition
Dramatic symbolism In
art works

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

The recent show of powerful strokes
and subtle lines, seen at the exhibi-
tion at the National Museum, drove
home the point that Chittagong
artists are a force to be reckoned
with. The wooden sculpture pieces
by Alok Roy, along with art pieces in
wood, oil, water-colour, acrylic
crayon and mixed-media, proved
beyond doubt that artists from the
port town had sheer genius. All their
work could be seen as symbolic of
the turbulent world around us. The
apparently scintillating, and, at
times, tranquillising images, con-
tained a vital message of a turbulent
world. One had to study the pieces
closely, in order to get the message.
Every line and layer of colour had
deep thoughts and consideration
behind them.

Venue: Star Cineplex Cineplex to see their choice of films Timings: 12:15 noon, and at Probir Das Gupta's Utshab, an oil
Screening Schedule at the ongoing Tri-Continental Film  4:15pm ) on canvas, stood for celebration in
Festival (which is on till December Khamosh Pani general and reflected our roots. This

Thursday, 15 December
4 favourite films of the festival will be
screened on the closing day.

Asian Film Festival
2005

Organiser: Dhaka Chalochchitra
Shobha

Venue: Alamgir Kabir Film Centre, 62
Science Laboratory

Date: December 15

15). Today they can take their pick

from award-winning feature films

from Africa, Latin America and Asia.
Here is a quick look at some of

these films:

West Beyrouth

Synopsis: Beirut, April 14, 1975:civil

war breaks out. Tarek, a young boy

Synopsis: Ayesha is a middle-aged
widowed mother whose life centres
around her son Saleem, a gentle,
dreamy teenage boy. When Saleem
gets involved with a group of
religious fanatics, he begins to
change, and his relationship with his
mother becomes estranged.

mirrored a segment of our society,
with the playing of the dhol, and a
flute and do-tara players, and the
flashing of vermilion, joyous sticks
around the main musician. It was
apparent that this scene is from the
minority communities, which some-
times have grievances but camou-
flage them, and bravely move
ahead. The composition had bright,
exotic colours -- ruby red, orange
and sap-green -- in contrast with
sweeps of darker ones to offset the
images. It reflected the artist's

Utshab by Sultan Parvez Likhon

manchitra in charcoal on paper. In
this he represented the sufferings of
the poor in Bangladesh: Three
angular faces; one in the centre of
an old man in dire distress, in rag-
ged clothes, balanced by two hag-
gard women. They had been impris-
oned by three rectangles, while
softer swirls of crayon at the back
bound the composition loosely. The
impact of the composition was that
of agony, turmoil and abject poverty.

A reflection of globalisation was
seen in Sukanto Sengupta's power-

ful entry, where one could see man
as the puppet of intriguing and dicey
dealers, who led him on like a don-
key with the carrot hung ahead with
strings, here the lure being a par-
tially eaten apple. Details of limbs,
torsos, faces and derrieres had
been included in the glass beaker in
the lower part of the composition. A
depiction of a multi-coloured globe,
depicted in muted colours, sat
carefully on top of the painting.
Purple, gray and blue strokes
formed the backdrop. This symbolic
work was against the violation of
global environment, and the
reported oppression of the Third
World. This was subtle and bursting
with brilliant hues.

More tales of disparity were seen
in many of the other paintings, such
as the bright composition by Masud
Ali Biswas. Dark, ugly and vicious
sharks, with wide open mouths,
lined by flashing sharp teeth, were
seen gulping apparently giant sized
gold fish in front. The gentle brightly
hued rounded , delicate prey had
fluttering diaphanous tails. The
marine world had been captured
with a combination of gentle and
harsh strokes, and images, includ-
ing the variegated green fauna.

The viewers left the gallery
impressed by the treasure trove
from the Chittagong University of
FineArts.

Film Time ieati

) ) hopes and aspirations.
The Little Angel 3:30pm Abdul Halim had done Manusher .
Puteri Gunang Lideng ~ 6:00pm A dramatic image
Exhibition

Title: Indigenous Textiles, Handicrafts
and Food Exhibition

Venue: Design and technology Centre,
Road # 10, House # 53, Block # E,
Banani

Time: December 16-18 from 10 am to
8 pm

Art Exhibition

Title: 10th Berger Young Painters’ Art
Exhibition 2005

Organiser: Berger Paints (BD) Ltd
Venue: Zainul Gallery, Institute of Fine Arts
Date: December 18-22

Time: 11:00am to 7:30pm

Stills from Luna Papa (R) and West Beyrouth (L)

Timings: 2:15 noon, 7:30pm
Luna Papa
Synopsis: One moonlit night, young
Mamlakat Bekmaroudova is
seduced by a mysterious stranger.
He then disappears, leaving
Mamlakat pregnant. She and her
father set out to find the culprit,
along with her brother Nasreddin,
who has returned from the Afghan
war.

Timing: 12noon and 4:30pm

Matir Moina
Synopsis:
1960s in East Pakistan, a religious
father sends his young son Anu off
to a madrasa. The country becomes
increasingly divided, mirroring
growing divisions within the
madrasa and Anu's family.
Timings: 2:30 noon and 7pm.

In the turbulent Iate
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TV GUIDE

Theatre Festival in Chittagong

13-day programme by Group Theatre Forum

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

Group Theatre Forum, an alliance of
theatre troupes, has arranged a 13-
day theatre festival beginning
December 17 at the Shilpakala
Academy, Chittagong.

Gono Sangeet (song of masses)
artiste Hari Prasanna Pal will inau-
gurate the festival at the Shilpakala
Academy premises. Veteran poet

Mahbub Ul Alam Chowdhury, famed
for writing the first poem on our
Language Movement, will be the
chief guest at the inauguration
programme.

Local Chittagong troupes, includ-
ing Kalpurush, Shomikaran Thea-
tre, Nandimukh, Ganayan Natya
Sampradaya, Tirjak Natya Goshthi,
Theatre Guild, Protinidhi Natya
Sampradaya, Kathak Theatre,

Shabda Natya Charcha Kendra,
Theatre Workshop Chattogram and
Angan Theatre Unit, will stage
shows. Moreover, Prangone Mor, a
theatre troupe from Dhaka, will
participate in the theatre festival.

Street plays, song of masses,
patriotic songs, mime and recitation,
among others, also feature in the
theatre festival.
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