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STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Finance and Planning Minister M 
Saifur Rahman yesterday told the 
visiting British Minister Hilary Benn that 
government will work together with the 
political parties and professional 
bodies to tackle the rise of militancy.

"We are trying hard. Taking it as a 
national problem, the prime minister 
has already urged different political 
parties and professional bodies for a 
national dialogue to find out ways to 
root out militancy," Saifur told the 
British minister.

The finance minister was briefing 
newsmen about his meeting with the 
British Minister Hilary Benn. 

In the meeting at his residence in 
the capital, Saifur said, "Though the 
main opposition party Awami League 
did not respond positively, we will sit 
with the parties and professional 
bodies who have replied to the prime 
minister's letter for dialogue to tackle 
militancy."

If the militants' activities continue, it 
will hamper country's trade and busi-
ness, the minister said.

Govt to talk rise of 
militancy with 
political parties
Saifur tells British minister 
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The Consumers’ Trust forms a human chain in front of the Jatiya Press Club 
in the city yesterday demanding law to protect the consumers’ rights.

UNB, Dhaka

President Iajuddin Ahmed and 
Prime Minister Khaleda Zia felici-
t a t e d  K e n y a n  P r e s i d e n t  
Mwaikibaki on the occasion of 
Independence Day of the country.

In separate messages to the 
Kenyan President, Iajuddin and 
Khaleda said the bilateral rela-
tions that so happily exist between 
the two countries would be further 
diversified and strengthened to 
the mutual benefit of the peoples.

Both the President and Prime 
Minister wished his good health 
and well-being and continued 
peace, progress and prosperity of 
the people of Kenya. 

'Ties with Kenya to be strengthened further’
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