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Update nat'l defence strategy

PM tells graduation certificate awarding ceremony

UNB, Dhaka

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia yester-
day said strategy of national defence
will have to be updated on the basis
of latest technology and changing
warfare techniques alongside mak-
ing it pro-people as Bangladesh's
major strength is its people and
national commitment.

“In the present world, planning
and execution of warfare is undergo-
ing revolutionary and epoch-making
changes with the rapid development
oftechnologies.

We, therefore, have to groom our
military leaders and defence forces in
line with those changes,” she told a
graduation certificate-awarding
ceremony.

She noted with happiness that
the curriculum of the Armed Forces
War Course has been prepared by
attaching due importance to these
themes. “| am certain, you will lift
Bangladesh Armed Forces to new
levels of capacity, excellence and
efficiency through appropriate
application of the knowledge gained

from the course,” she told the
course participants from three
services.

Khaleda, also in charge of
Defence Ministry, said defence and
national security in today's world
depends on overall national prowess
and capacity. And her government
has taken all-out initiatives for overall
socio-economic development along-
side moderation of the armed forces
inline with needs of the time.

“With that objective in view, all
subjects related to the country's
development have been included in
the curriculum of National Defence
College side by side national security
and defence,” she told the function.

The PM was distributing certifi-
cates of the National Defence Course
(NDC)-2005 and Armed Forces War
Course (AFWC)-2005 at the National
Defence College auditorium at the
Mirpur Cantonmentin the city.

Atotal of 26 trainees attended 11-
month-long NDC -2005 of which, 13
officers from Bangladesh Armed
Forces, nine joint secretaries from
civil service and two DIGs from

police service along with two
overseas members from Nepal and
Sri Lanka. While 18 officers from
Bangladesh Armed Forces partici-
patedinthe AFWC-2005.

Khaleda said her government
emphasised the training of civil
officers for making the civil adminis-
tration more dynamic and effective in
accordance with demand of the time.

The civil officers are also deriving
considerable benefits by participat-
ing in the training courses of the
National Defence College, she said,
adding that they are developing
expertise in swift decision-making
and proper execution alongside
acquiring comprehensive knowl-
edge.

“I believe this training and inter-
action is having a positive impact on
both the civil and military adminis-
tration,” the Prime Minister, also
chairperson of National Defence
Collge governing body, said.

Khaleda thanked the govern-
ments of China, Myanmar,
Vietnam, Australia and South
Africa for hosting the study trips of

the National Defence Course and
the Armed Forces War Course.

Congratulating the foreign
trainees, she said that existing
cordial relations between
Bangladesh and their countries
would be further strengthened
through their interaction.

On her arrival at the college,
Khaleda was received by Army
Chief Lt General Moeen U Ahmed,
Naval Chief Rear Admiral M Hasan
Ali Khan, Air Chief Air Vice-Marshal
Fakhrul Azam, Commandant of
NDC Maj Gen Abu Tayeb
Muhammad Zahirul Alam and
principal staff officer of the Armed
Forces Division Maj Gen Mustafa
Reza Noor.

Ministers, diplomats, senior civil
and military officials were present at
the function.

PHOTO: STAR
Russian Ambassador in Dhaka Oleg S Malginov called on the Leader of the Opposition in Parliament Sheikh Hasina
ather Sudha Sadan residence yesterday.

'‘Govt playing
game with
militancy’

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh Hindu Buddhist
Christian Unity Council (BHBCUC)
and its all chapters around the globe
observed the World Human Rights
Day on Friday, says a press release.

Addressing meetings organised
on this occasion, the BHBCUC
leaders protested the suicide bomb
attacksin Bangladesh.

They said the government is
playing a game with the militancy
blaming a Hindu (Yadav Das) as an
Islamic terrorist at the recent bomb
blastin Netrakona.

BHBCUC also condemned the
government's attempt to make the
victim a militant.

Bangladesh has become a breed-
ing ground of terrorists under the
patronage of this 'militant govern-
ment', the press release added.

BHBCUC urged the world com-
munity to look into the matter and
come forward to curb the 'Islamic
terrorism'in Bangladesh.

BDB blames govt for
patronising militancy

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Bikalpa Dhara Bangladesh (BDB)
yesterday blamed the government
for directly patronising Islamist
militancy in the country.

Addressing a rally Mahi B
Chowdhury, organising secretary of
BDB, alleged that Advocate Ruhul
Kuddus Talukder Dulu, deputy minis-
ter of land, is one of the direct
patronisers of militancy who had kept
Bangla Bhaiin his house.

The rally was organised by BDB at
its Head Office in the city to protest
Thursday's bomb blast in Netrakona
that left eight people dead and many
more injured.

"The country is virtually heading
towards a civil war and in this situa-
tion a free and fair election is in no
way possible," Mahi said.

He said the governmentalsodoesn't
want a fair election and that's why it is

patronising militancy."

Mahi said the general people did
not accept the new formula of the
state minister for home involving a
Hindu in militancy.

He urged all political parties to be
involved in dialogue to overcome the
recent panicky situation in the coun-
try.

Presided over by BDB city unit
President Major General (Retd) MA
Halim, the rally was also addressed
by its Joint General Secretary Feroz
M Hasan, Office Secretary Major
(Retd) Sheikh Nadir Ahmed, Publicity
Secretary Shah Alam Badal,
Jubodhara Central Committee
Convenor ATM Kamal and Advocate
Sabera Begum.

Later a procession was brought
out from the party office that
paraded different city streets.

ance government.

PHOTO STAR
Opposition 14-party stages a demonstration at Muktangan in the city yesterday demanding resignation of the alli-

Govt fails to
control terrorist
activities: JP

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government completely failed to
control countrywide terrorist activities
that threaten national security and
democracy, Jatiya Party Secretary
General Sheikh Shahidul Islam said
yesterday.

At a joint meeting at the party office
at Lalmatia in the city, Shahidul Islam
said failure and irresponsibility of the
government are taking the country into
agrave situation.

" It helps the patrons and accompli-
ces of the terrorists to hide and con-
tinue their terrorist activities at grass
root level," he said while presided over
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Dry weather Iikely

of 6:00pm today.

6:33am tomorrow.

Weather is likely to remain dry over the country in the next 24 hours as

Light to moderate fog may also occur over the river basins of the
country during early morning, met office said, predicting that night
temperature will remain nearly unchanged.

Highest temperature 30.4 degree Celsius was recorded yesterday
at Sitakundu and lowest 11.4 degrees at Srimongal.

The sun sets in the capital at 5:13pm today and rises at

Highest and lowest temperature and humidity recorded in some
major cities and towns yesterday were:

the meetin City/Town Temperature Humidity in
9- in Celsius percentage
He also said if the government Max Min Mornina Evenin
does not try sincerely to resist bomb Dhaka 27.0 14.0 60 9 Bg
terrorism, the national dialogue would Chittagong 30:2 1 6: 4 63 73
notbearanygood. _ Rajshahi 27.0 14.2 68 67
Among others, Vice Chairman Khulna 26.5 15.0 75 72
Mofijul Haque Babu, Joint General Barisal 27.0 13.2 88 -
Secretary Ejaj Ahmed Mukta and Sylhet 28.6 15.0 67 62
Organising Secretary Abu Sayd Khan Cox's Bazar 295 16.2 76 76
spoke on the occasuion.
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Death anniversary of five martyrs today

Today is the 35th death anniversary of four martyred brothers-- Mukarram Hossain Mukul, Mansur Hossain Manju,
Mastaque Hossain Anju and Mosharraf Hossain Ranju and their brother-in-law Yusuf Ali. All of them had sacrificed
their lives for the country during the liberation war, says a press release.
Different programmes including Qurankhwani, Milad Mahfil and destitute feeding have been arranged at Hossain
Nagar Baitul Mozammel Jame Mosque on Savar EPZ Link Road to mark of the day.
Relatives, friends and admirers have been requested to attend the programme.

2 NGOs draft
policy to protect
street children

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Child Brigade and Incidin Bangladesh,
two NGOs, drafted a policy with a view to
providing better security to the street
children, who are staying at different
centres orshelterhomes.

Funded by Save the Children
Sweden- Denmark, the two organisa-
tions released the policy titled "Child
Protection Policy: Needs and
Effectiveness” at a press conference at
the Dhaka Reporters' Unity (DRU)
yesterday.

Representatives from Child Brigade
and Incidin Bangladesh said around 21
organisations are working with the street
children for their rehabilitation, education
and security. They said there is no unique
guideline on child protection at the
organisations to be followed.

The recommendations on the policy
will be presented to the govemment after
discussionamongthe21 organisations.

While reading out the keynote paper
Advocacy Chief of Incidin Bangladesh
Nasimul Ahsan said a unified policy can
protect the street children from being
repressed by the officials, employers or
volunteers of the organisations or pro-
jects.

Categorising repression on the street
children at the rehabilitation centres as
physical, mental, sexual, negligence and
rude behaviour, Nasimul said a standard
policy willfocus the children.

At the same time the complaints will
be considered with much importance
and necessary measures be taken
immediately, he said. The policy will also
include some specific criteria to employ
the officials, necessary steps to register
complaints on child repression.

" As Bangladesh has ratified the
United Nations Child Rights Document, it
is important to formulate a policy to
protect the children,” said Executive
Director of Incidin Bangladesh Ratan
Sarkar.

Coordinator of Safe Night Shelter
project of Incidin Bangladesh
Mohammad Mushfikur Rahman,
Coordinator of Misplaced Childhood
project Mohammad Aminul Islam,
Representative of Child Brigade Monjur
Hossainand NadiaAkhterwere present.

Release of
Galib
demanded

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Ahle Hadith Andolon Bangladesh
yesterday demanded immediate
release of its Ameer Dr Asadullah Al
Galib claiming that he had no link to
militancy.

“Dr Galib even did no know the
Jama'atul Mujahideen Bangladesh
(JMB) leaders Bangla Bhai and
Shaikh Abdur Rahman,” said Dr
Muhammad Muslehuddin, acting
Ammer of Ahle Hadith Andolon,
while addressing a press confer-
ence at Dhaka Reporters Unity
auditorium.

A part of the government may be
behind a conspiracy against Dr
Galib, he said, adding, “The trial
process of the cases filed against Dr
Galib is being influenced so that he
could not get bail what he definitely
deserves.”

“Dr Galib in his youth might have
a link with Jamaat-e-Islami, but later
on he always used to take stance
against its activities,” said
Muslehuddin in reply to a question.

He also demanded immediate
release of 10 Ahle Hadith leaders
and workers arrested on suspicion
of being involved with JMB activists.

“Ahle Hadith has no connection
with the JMB, rather it is always
vocal and active against the JMB's

militant activities,” Muslehuddin
asserted.
Ahle Hadith leaders Dr Md

Shawkat Hussain, SM Abdul Latif
and Abdul Wadud were also present
atthe press conference.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Saarc will be a people-oriented
body after implementing its various
decisions and declarations, said
Foreign Minister M Morshed Khan
ata seminar yesterday.

He urged South Asian leaders for
taking concrete steps to push for-
ward the regional forum.

"We must combine our strengths
to face the common challenges
before our nations to realise the
potential of the region," Morshed
said.

The basic purpose of Saarc is to
improve the standards of living of
the people of the region, he said,
adding that the Dhaka summit
proclaimed 2006-2015 as the Saarc
decade for poverty alleviation.

The seminar on '13th Saarc
summit and future outlook’ was
organised by Bangladesh Institute
of International and Strategic
Studies (BIISS) at its auditorium in
the city.

Addressing as chief guest, the
foreign minister said during
Bangladesh's chairmanship of
Saarc, poverty alleviation will
remain high on the national as well
asregional agenda.

"l believe one important aspects
of Dhaka summit has been the clear
commitment made by the South

Asian leadership towards collective
efforts for building the future of
SouthAsia,” he added.

Morshed said South Asia has
been emerging as a global eco-
nomic power as it has been enjoying
sustainable growth and macro-
economic stability for over a
decade.

He said the Saarc secretariat is
going through massive reforms for
strengthening its capability.

He hoped that Bhutan would be
able to host a Saarc summit in future
as it developed accommodation
facilities in last couple of years.

Reaz Rahman, advisor to the
foreign ministry, and Dr
Mahbubullah presented two key-
note papers on the topics.

In his paper, Reaz presented
various progress Saarc made so far
inthe line of regional co-operation.

He said Dhaka summit adopted a
provision to increase people to
people contact among the member
countries.

Besides, there is a council of
commerce ministers to negotiate
trade-related issues among the
member countries under the Safta,
he pointed out.

Responding to a query, Reaz
said there is no UN provision on
terrorism in any particular country.

Dr Mahbubullah in his paper on

South Asia emerging as
global economic power

Morshed says at seminar

economic and trade aspects of
Safta suggested creation of trade
blocs which would increase real
investment and expand overall
production of the partner countries.

He observed that a trade bloc
attracts more FDI into member
countries.

"Global firms often bring better
technologies, management prac-
tices and marketing capabilities,"
Mahbubullah pointed out.

Ambassador Mufleh R Osmany
said Saarc has come of age, and its
13th summit has enkindled hopes
that there might be a visible transi-
tion from rhetoric to realities in the
coming months.

He said partnership with China
and Japan will surely enrich and
enhance the credibility of Saarc
which will go a long way to make it
more globalin its outlook.

Taking part in the discussion,
Chinese Ambassador in Dhaka
Chai Xi expressed gratitude for
giving observer status to his country
in Saarc.

“Now we are waiting for framing
the terms and conditions for the
observer status,” he added.

Paediatric
surgeons'
confce ends

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

The three-day international confer-
ence of the Federation of
Associations of Paediatric Surgeons
in Saarc (FAPSS) and the congress
of Association of Paediatric
Surgeons of Bangladesh (APSB)
ended here in the port city ushering in
a new horizon of paediatric treatment
inthe country.

With the support of the ministry for
health and family welfare, the confer-
ence began with the theme "Commit-
ted Together for Better Future" at the
Chittagong Eye Infirmary and
Training Complex of BNSB at
Pahartalion Thursday.

In two surgery workshops held at the
operation theatre of the Paediatric
Surgery of Chittagong Medical College
and Hospital (CMCH), some critical
operations were carried out for the first
time in Chittagong in presence of world
famous paediatric surgeons like Prof JM
Hudson (Australia), Prof Annette
Jacobson (Singapore), Prof Steven
Rothenberg (USA), Prof Jose Boix-
Ochoa (Spain), Prof KR Srimurthy
(India), Prof Pinter (Hungary) and Prof
AhmedHadidi (Germany).

According to sources,
Laparoscopic Surgery and
Hypospadias surgery, though very
common in developed countries, are
quite new in the paediatric surgical
treatment of Bangladesh.

Laparoscopy is an operation done
with a certain machine without dissect-
ing stomach for treatment of congenital
defectsinside belly.

Through Hypospadias surgery
anus congenitally lying below the
usual place or congenitally defective
sexual organ of male and female are
rightly transplanted, sources said.

Sources said these two phenom-
enaare quite unknown to the people of
this country. Never before were that
these types of critical surgery carried
out in Bangladesh due to non-
availability of expensive machine and
lack of expertise of the concerned in
thisregard.

“This type of operation costs
around $25,000 evenin the developed
country like USA,” said Professor Dr
Tahmina Bany, head of CMCH paedi-
atric surgery department and also the
chairman of the conference organising
committee.

Three killed in road

accidents

BDNEWS, Dhaka

At least three people were killed in
separate road accidents in Bogra
and Savar.

Two people, including a teacher,
were killed in separate road acci-
dents at Dupchachia Upazila and
Subgram in the outskirt of the Bogra
district yesterday.

The agitated people put up a
barricade on the Bogra-Sariakandi
road for four hours until 12:00 noon
in protest against the killing.

The victims are Abdullahel Kafi,
24, a teacher and son of Abdul
Mannan of Kornipara village under
Gabtoli upazila and Rubel,14, son of
Abdus Samad of Belahali village
under Dupchachia upazila.

Witnesses said Kafi was going to
his Retina Coaching Centre on a
bicycle. A Sariakandi-bound bus hit
him at Subgram area leaving him

dead on the spot.

A truck on the Bogra-Naogaon
road hit the van of Rubel in which he
was carrying rice for his father to
Tishigari area at around 9:00am. He
died on the spot.

Meanwhile, a man was killed in a
road accident yesterday morning on
Nabinagar-Kaliakoir road near
Rural Electrification Board (REB)
bus stand in Savar.

The deceased was identified as
Ripon Mondol,22, a salesman of
Habib Food Products at Palashbari
stand.

Police and witnesses said the
accident occurred at about 11.00am
when Ripon was crossing the road.
A speedy mini-bus crushed Ripon
leaving him dead on the spot.

Police sent the body to Ashulia
thana.
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Prothom Alo

roundtable

The daily Prothom Alo organises a
roundtable on 'Islam, militancy and
suicide bombings'. Venue: Hotel La
Vinci, Kawran Bazar. Time: 3:00pm.

AL discussion

Bangladesh Awami League organises a
discussion to mark the birth anniversary
of Sheikh Fazlul Haque Moni with AL
chief Sheikh Hasina as chief guest.
Venue: Institute of Engineers. Time:
3:00pm.

Workshop

UNFPA organises a workshop ftitled
‘Women in Media' with Information
Secretary M Hyder Ali as chief guest.
Venue: Dhaka Sheraton Hotel. Time:
8:45am.

Brac roundtable
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Brac organises a roundtable on
'‘Bangladesh: Partnership for TB
eradication’. Venue: Brac Centre Inn.
Time: 10:00pm.

Film course

The inaugural ceremony of 2nd Film
Appreciation Course organised by
Bangladesh Film Institute (BFI) will begin
with Prothom Alo Editor Matiur Rahman
as chief guest. Venue: BFI studio room,
GreenRoad. Time: 5:00pm.

Debate contest

The inaugural ceremony of Victory Day
Inter-college Debate Contest organised
jointly by Presidency University and the
National Debate Federation will be held.
Venue: Press Institute of Bangladesh,
Circuit House Road. Time: 10:00am.

Roundtable

Bangladesh Shishu Adhikar Forum
(BSAF) organises a roundtable on
'Participation of children in various

Russian envoy
concerned
over rise of
militancy

BDNEWS, Dhaka

Russian Ambassador in Dhaka
Oleg S Malginov called on the
Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament Sheikh Hasina at her
Sudha Sadan residence yesterday.

Oleg S Malginv held the meeting
with Awami League President Hasina
before attending the regional confer-
ence of the Russian ambassadors of
this regionin Delhi.

They discussed the prevailing
political and law and order situations
in the country.

Sources said different issues,
including rise of militancy, suicide
bomb attacks, terrorism, political and
social instability in the country, fig-
ured prominently at the meeting.

They also discussed issues of
bilateral interests.

The Russian envoy expressed
his grave concern over the rise of
militants and rampant suicide
attacks in the country.

He will submit a report on overall
situation in Bangladesh at the
upcoming regional conference of
the Russian ambassadors.

AL presidium member Kazi
Jafrullah MP, Sheikh Hasina's politi-
cal secretary Saber Hossain
Chowdhury and former ambassador
Mohammad Ziauddin were present.

Biharis demand
citizenship

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A forum of stranded Pakistani
yesterday urged the government to
give them citizenship of Bangladesh
to help solve their problems.

Leaders of the forum titled
'‘Bangladeshi Bihari Rehabilitation
Assembly (BBRA)' said the number
of stranded Pakistani is very little as
those who are now staying at differ-
ent camps of the country are actu-
ally 'Bangladeshi Bihari.'

Speaking at a press conference at
the National Press Club, Neaz
Ahmed Khan, chief patron of BBRA,
said despite living in this country for
the last 34 years the Biharis are
facing many humanitarian problems
due to lack of citizenship.

When asked about the term
'‘Bangladeshi Bihari', he said those
who came here before 1971 and
who were born here after 1971 are
actually BangladeshiBihari.

He urged the government to
consider the human rights issue of
this destitute Biharis.

He also alleged that crores of
taka is being misappropriated in the
name of helping the Biharis by a
vested quarter.

“This culture of pocketing money
will be stopped if the government
settles our problems,” he added.

In a written statement at the
press conference, BBRA also
placed some demands that include
settling of the citizenship issue and
providing shelters to the Biharis in
their respective camps including
free education for their children up
to graduation.

The statement also alleged that
many Biharis of the forum are being
harassed since its forming on May 7
this year.

To accelerate the realisation of its
demands, the forum also announced
some programmes that include
exchanging views with politicians,
donors and professionals, submitting
memorandums to different ministers
including the prime minister and
organising countrywide meeting and
human chain.

It will also observe Martyred
Intellectuals Day and celebrate
Victory Day, the statement added.

BBRA President Kawsar Parvez,
Vice-president M Igbal, General
Secretary Mohsin Reza Khan and
Women Affairs Secretary Rabeya
Parvin were present at the confer-
ence.

Death anniversary

Today is the 35th death anniversary
of renowned journalist Nizamuddin
Ahmed who was Dhaka correspon-
dent of the British Broadcasting
Corporation (BBC), says a press
release.

Nizamuddin, hailed from Mawa
of Munshiganj, was also a member
of East Pakistan Legislative
Assemble in 1965.

He took up journalism in his
student life and served at the Civil
and Military Gazette Lahore, the
daily Millat, AP and others newspa-
pers and organisations. He also
became editor of Pakistan Press
International (now BPI)in 1964.

Various programmes have been
organised to mark of the day.
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