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MB bicycle bomber blows
himself up: 7 killed

10 cops among 46 hurt in front
of Netrakona Udichi office

STAR REPORT

A suicide bomber of Jama'atul
Mujahideen Bangladesh (IMB)
yesterday blew himself up, killing
six other people and injuring at
leastd6in acrowdinfrontofUdichi
office in Netrakona.

Three people including the
bomber and Udichi's district unit
joint convenor died on the spot,
one on way to hospital while three
othersdied from theirinjuries later.

Ten policemen were among the
wounded in the bombing where
the bomber rammed his bicycle
into a crowd and detonated the
bomb.

The crowd gathered there aftera
bomb had exploded while
firefighters were trying to defuse it.
The first bomb was believed to
have been planted as a prelude to
themain attack.

Main opposition Awami League
has called a dawn-to-dusk hartalin
the district for Sunday to protest
theblastincident.

Investigators said primary
investigation suggeststhatthe man
on bicycle was the attacker. But
they have yet to be convinced
whether the bombing was carried
outbymorethanone bomber.

The identity of the attacker
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A victim of Netrakona suicide bomb attack surrounded by attendants lies

with critical injuries yesterday,

Hindu bomber in JMB a
new dimension: Babar

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

State Minister for Home Affairs
Lutfozzaman Babar yesterday said
the Jama'atul Mujahideen
Bangladesh (JMB) added a new
dimension by engaging members
of minority community in its sui-

q;E squad.

'We witness the emergence of a

Hindwmilithnt whoalso died in the -

blast,” Babar teld BBC Bangla
Service yesterday, referring to the
Netrakona suicide bomber as
Yadav Biswas.

Wire was tied around his whole
bodyandtheevidence ofthe bomb-

ings showed he was a JMBman and
Hindu; said the minister, adding,
“The JMB has been speaking about
an ideology. But now it is a new
dimension. We need to look into it
well."

Al a press bricfing at the home
ministry's conference room yester-
day, Home Ministry Additional
Searetary Md Mohsin also said a

wsuicide bomber named Yadav
Biswas conducted the bomb attack
in Netrakonayesterdaymormning,

While the suicide bomb attacks
have so far been directed mainly to
the judges and lawyers, now the
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STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Inresponseto the pritne minister's
invitation to anational dialogue on
combating terrorisin, the 14-party
apposition combine last night
decided in principle to ask the
ruling alliance to clarify first
whether it would discuss the issue
within itself and'axe the ministers
and lawmakers having militant
links. .

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia,
who returns from Makkah today, is
likely ta sit with her senior cabinet
colleagues to review the responses
to her invitation to the proposed
dialogue. She is also expected to set
the nextcourse of actionsin view of
rejection of the invitation by the
mainstream opposition parties,
sourcessaid.

Al an emergency meeting at
EAw'lmi League's Dhanmondi
S office, the 14-party line-up also
g : discussed the Iatest political situa-
: tion following yet another suicidal

'hcmb attack yesterday in

RESPONSE TO PM'S TALKS OFFER
14-party to ask govt
to axe its militant
patrons first

Netrokona.

The meeting decided to send a
fact-finding team comprising
senior opposition leaders to
Netrokona today. The team mein-
bers are Motia Chowdhury, Saber
Hossain Chowdhury, Saifuddin
Ahmed Manik, Haider Akbar Khan
Rono, MA Gani, Mainuddin Khan
Badal, Syed Asharaful Islam,
Akhtaruzaman and Ashim Kumar
kil

The Al-led opposition line-up
will hold demonstrations across
the couniry on December 11
denouncing the continued terror
strikes killinginnocent people.

On the prime minister's letter,
the meeting observed that the
ruling coalition neither discussed
the issue in the Cabinet nor at any
party forum, which indicates they
are not sincere about putting an
end to militancy and bomb terror-
ism. The 14-party combine had
rejected the PM's invitation out-
right.
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Dad won't know
son. kept promise

BDNEWS, Netrakona

Class-TV student Shiplu was sur-
prised to see a crowd when he
returned home after taking his
annual examination yesterday.

The 11-year-old son of popular
singer in Netrakona town Haider
Khan, 38, broke down when he
came to know that his father is
among the dead in the suicide
bomb attack.

"Dad asked me to do well in
exam and I have kept my promise,
But I couldn't tell him this," said
Shiplu, a student of Anjuman
Schoolin the district town.

Haider's two-and-half-year son
Shaon is too immature to under-
standwhathappened.

"While going out in the mom-
ing, he asked me what gift should 1

SEE PAGE 18 COL 7

Udichi again
33 major blasts
since 1999

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The wave of homb blasts that has
plunged the country into deep
crises and left the people in abysmal
insecurity began with the bomb
attackat a Udichi function at Jessore
in 1999 thatkilled 10 people.

With the latest suicide bomb
attack in front of the Netiokona
district Udichi office yesterday that
killed' seven people including a
district unit Udichi leader, the
countrywitnessed atleast 33 major
bomb and' grenade attacks so far,
claiming atleast179lives.

Untilthe August 17 countrywide
serial bomb blasts, the gavernment
failed to identify the attackers or
ascertain the motives behind the
bomb and grenade attacks that
startedin'1998.

SEE PAGE 19 COL 7

Witness account,
police claim
contradict

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The claim of the state minister

for home about the identity of

the bomber came under ques-
tion as the police and witness
accounts have contradictory
VEISions.

The injury marks in Yadav's
body, whom police identified as
Yadav Biswas, does not suggest
that he carried the bomb. The
witnesses could not confirm
that two bombers carried out
the attack and Yadav is one of
them,

The witnesses and locals told
reporters that they knewYadav a
motormechanic, forquitealong
time and his behaviour never
seemed to them suspicious.
They said Yadav might have
rushed to the spot hearing the
first explosion and became a
victim of the second blast.

Witnesses also confinmed that
they saw only one bomber on a
bicycle. "I was standing just
couple of feet away from the
cyclist and saw him approaching
the crowd," said Rezaul Hossain
Sumon, a witness undergoing
treatment at Mymensingh
Medical College Hospital,

SEE PAGE 19 COL 7
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JMB threat continues

Threat to blow up educational institutions, BB
governor's house; blast injure 2 kids

STAR REPORT

When seven people were killed ina
suicide attack in Netrakona yester-
day morning, two children were
injured while playing with aban-
doned bombs in Nilphamari and
several farmers narrowly escaped a
bomb attackin Satkhira,

Abomb explodedin aslum near
Nilphamari Government College,
leaving Raihan Akhter Moon, 7, son
of Mosharraf Hossain, and Rezaul
Islam, 6, son of Dulal Hossain,
critically injured. Police recovered
sevenmore bombs fromthespot.

The law enforcers also recov-
ered two powerful bombs from a
paddy field in Dinajpur, one from

in front of a school in Chittagong
and another from Sirajgan;.

The militants threatened to
blow up the official residence of
Bangladesh Bank governor in the
capital, a number of educational
institutions across the country and
student hostels including
Fazilatunnesa Mujib Hall of Dhaka
University.

Meanwhile, the Jama'atul
Mujahideen Bangladesh (IMB)
yesterday sent letters threatening
to kill the deputy commissioners
{DC) of Habiganj, Dinajpur and
Panchagarh and five upazila
nirbahiofficers (UNO) in Dinajpur.
THREATTO GOVERNORHOUSE
An anonymous caller yesterday.

threatened to blow up the official
residence of Bangladesh Bank
Governor Dr Salehuddin Ahmed in
Gulshan-2 areain Dhaka.

The phone threat was received
at the governor's residence at
about11:00am, police said.

“Someone threatened over
telephone to blow up the house,”
General Manager of the central
bank's Security Management
Division Maj (retd) MA Hossain
told UNB.

“I've taken necessary prepara-
tion,” he said, adding that he
informed high police officials,
including the inspector general of
police, and the Rapid Action
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Anti-Jamaat feeling
runs high in BNP
over militancy

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Anti-Jamaat sentiment is increas-
ing inside the ruling BNF, posing a
threat to the party chain of com-
mand, following the recent spate of
bomb blasts and suicide attacks in
which many believe Jamaat-e-
Islamihaslinks.

The number of leaders, includ-
ing MPs and' central executive
committee members, who are

| worried about the party's coalition

with Jamaat; is-over 50, said a reli-

able source in the BNP

The BNP policymakers are
apparently anxious about this
development.

Three members of the party
standing committee told The Daily
Star that the BNP must consider
contesting the next general elec-
tions on its own, otherwise the
party mayhave to face rebellion.

BNP standing committee mem-
bers Colonel (retd) Oli Ahmed and
KM Obaidur Rakman, and whip

SEE PAGE 10 COL 3

1 dies, 30 hurt
as criminals
hurl 25 bombs

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Kushtia

A gang of criminals hurled 25
bombs in and around Gangni
Bazar Swarnapatti area killing one
person and injuring 30 others in
Meherpuryesterday.

The dead identified as Mangal
Sarkar, 48, was the owner of 'Patra
Jewellers'. Critically injured Tariqul
Islam, Abu Syem and Tutul of dif-
ferent jewellery shops in
Swaranapatti are having treatment
atKushtia General Hospital.

Witnesses said a 25-member
gang cordoned off the area around
B:00pm and exploded the bombs.
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