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Exhibition

Title: Indigenous Textiles, Handicrafts
and Food Exhibition

Venue: Design and technology Centre,
Road # 10, House # 53, Block # E,
Banani

Time: December 16-18 from 10 am to
8 pm

Book Launching

Title: Nari O Kavita

Venue: RC Majumdar Auditorium,
Dhaka University

Date: December 8 at 3 pm

Photography
Exhibition

Title: First Intra university photography
exhibition

Venue: Drik Gallery, House 58, Road
15/A (new), Dhanmondi

Date: December 04-08, from 3pm to
8pm

Solo Art Exhibition
Organisation: Society for Promotion
of Bangladesh Art(SPBA) in
association with Alliance Francaise de
Dacca

Artist: Wakilur Rahman

Title: Reading Space Seeing Space
Venue: 26 Satmasjid Road
Dhanmondi RA

Date: December 3-15

Art Exhibition

Title: 10th Berger Young Painters’ Art
Exhibition 2005

Organiser: Berger Paints (BD) Ltd
Venue: Zainul Gallery, Institute of Fine
Arts

Date: December 18-22

Time: 11:00am to 7:30pm

Theatre

Group Theatre Federation
festival- 2005

December 7

Kanjush by Loko Natya Dal
December 8

Circus Circus by Prachyanat
December 9

Nityapuran by Desh Natok
December 10

Raktokarobi by Nagorik
Natyasampradaya

December 11

Raarang by Aranyak Natya Dal

All of the shows will staged at 6:30pm
at the Experimental Theatre Stage,
Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy

Photography
Exhibition

Title: Our Hopes Our Fears Our Reality
Theme: HIV/AIDS and gender related
issues

Photographer. Bristi Chowdhury

Venue: Shilpangan, House 25, Road 05,
Dhanmondi

Date: December01-14

Film Festival

Organiser: Dhaka Chalochchitra
Shobha

Title: Asian Film Festival 2005
Venue: Alamgir Kabir Film Centre, 62
Science Laboratory

Date: December 11

Cultural

programme
on Victory Day
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To celebrate our Victory Day,
Shammilito Shankskritik Jote (SSJ)
announced a three-day -cultural
programme from December 14 to 16,
at a press conference at Dhaka
Reporters' Unity yesterday. The event
was chaired by Nasiruddin Yousuff the
presidentof SSJ.

“Air Vice Marshal AK Khondokar
(Retd) will inaugurate the three-day
cultural programme on December 14
at Central Shaheed Minar Premises,”
says Yousuff.

Discussion, music, recitation
and screening of films are included
in the cultural programmes which
will take place at two venues--
Central Shaheed Minar Premises
and Rabindra Sarobar, while docu-
ments and photographs of Libera-
tion War will be exhibited at TSC
Premises. Artists of Swadhin
Bangla Betar Kendra, eminent and
upcoming artistes will perform in
the Victory Day celebration
programme.

Photography Exhibition on HIV and AIDS

Building awareness

KAVITA CHARANJI

Gc ANGLADESHIS respond
more to visual stimuli than
the written or spoken

word,” says the young Bristi

Chowdhury, a talented freelance

photographer. Bristi's eye catching

58 black and white photographs, on

display at Shilpangan Gallery,

certainly speak for themselves. The
exhibition, titted Our Hopes Our

Fears Our Reality, organised by

Voluntary Service Overseas (VSO),

Bangladesh, aims to give a human

angle to the scourge of HIV and

AIDS, through the stories of ordi-

nary people young or old, men or

women and cutting across classes.

Bristi adds a caveat: “ These are just

normal people, from the general

population. We are not implying that
they are HIV positive or sex work-
ers.”

One enters the photography
exhibition to see the caption 'Who
is vulnerable?' Here are the faces
of women happy, pensive, hopeful
and sad and at the end of this
section is a mirror in which one can
see oneself. The implication? We
are all vulnerable to HIV and AIDS
and there is no room for compla-
cency. As Bristi says, “ Nobody
lives in a vacuum. We are not
directly talking about HIV but this is
a spin off of the works on display.”

Other photographs are of a
young street child in a cart, men
reading and discussing literature on

sexual health, HIV and AIDS and a

young and old woman applying

make up.

&

Among the hard-hitting captions
are: “My family tried to poison me
because | am HIV positive,” “I
thought that | was alone. | felt that
my other friends are not like me,”
and “My wife is far away, so | visit
sex workers.” Bristi travelled to a
number of VSO's HIV & AIDS
Programme partners, such as
YPSA, Aparajeyo and Ashar Alo
Society, drawing on case studies to

One of the photographs on display

relate the lives of those most vulner-

ableto HIV.

Putting the HIV and AIDS issue in
perspective is Danielle Fleur Alford,
Programme Manager HIV& AIDS,
VSO Bangladesh. Explaining the
modus operandi of the organisation,
she says, “We had to identify people
who were willing to be photo-
graphed. We also gave an example
of peer education on sexual health
issues. Though the overall preva-
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lence of HIV is quite low, it is
increasing in high-risk groups. Once
it spreads in the high-risk group they
in turn interact with other people.
And it becomes a generalised
epidemic. We are confronted with
the situation of a lack of knowledge
and testing facilities, plus the
stigma attached to the deadly
disease. Exhibitions like this can go
along way in generating awareness
and clearing misconceptions about
HIVandAIDS.”

This is Bristi's second solo exhibition.
With a German mother and
Bangladeshifather, she has beeninthe
country for five years. The initial
response from the public has been
favourable. As she points out, on at the
opening of the exhibition on December
1,the organisers invited people fromthe
street to see the photographs. Though
they didn't know about the issue, they
were interested in learning about it and
how they could protectthemselves from
getting it and passing it on to others in
the family.

Meanwhile, Bristi finds Bangladesh
creatively stimulating in terms of
subjects. She particularly enjoys doing
portraits.” | enjoy the openness of the
people. People on the street love
having photographs taken. In UK,
where | was previously, photographs
are regarded more as an intrusion.
Here there is no picture without the
permission of the subject.”

Those interested in getting a
glimpse of these photographs would
do well to head for Shilpangan. The
exhibition is on till December 14.

A taste of opera at Goethe Institut

With Shanta P Gunasekara on
the piano, the soprano then ren-
dered an ltalian composition, O
mio babbino caro. As the pianist
struck the first note, the minstrel
seemed to transform into the
character. Most of the listeners
probably didn't understand the
Italian number but the passion of
the young woman in love, implor-
ing her father to accept the love of
her life, was apparent through her
effective emoting.

Monica also performed a moving
Russian aria which translates into
“Do not sing to me my beauty”, a
romantic aria from Le nozze di
Figaro, An American folk composi-

Devaki comes out a
winner at the Asheville
Film Festival

Adding further acclaim to its already
growing reputation, Devaki has won
the Best Feature Film Award at the
Asheville Film Festival, North
Carolina, USA.

Devaki has participated in 10
International Film Festivals in the
US, South America, Canada and
Malta. It is touted as one of the
important films to come out of Asia
this year.

The film has a universal appeal
because of its story, which has
parallels with every woman, irre-

spective of country, class or social
status.

Amongst the films this year in the
Asheville Film Festival, is the
George Clooney directed Good
Night, And Good Luck and Danny
Green's The Tenant, which was the
runner up at the festival.

Devaki is being released globally in
the first week of January, 2006. The film
has Perizad Zorabian and Suman
Ranganathan intheleadroles.

Source: Internet
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Kanjush: An adaption of Molier’s play
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Preview of to night’s play
As part of the ongoing theatre
festival, viewers can enjoy another
Moliere comedy tonight.  Loko
Natya Dal will stage Kanjush, an
adaptation of Moliere's satirical play,
The Miser, at the Experimental
Theatre Stage.

Kanjush belongs to the Comedy
of Morals genre, which is designed
to ridicule and correct vices such as
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A light moment from the play Kanjush

hypocrisy, pride, avarice, social
pretensions and nepotism.

Tarig Anam Khan's adaptation of
Moliere's The Miser presents as the
Dhakaiya (an inhabitant of Old
Dhaka city) protagonist, a rich old
man named Haider Ali. Through
Haider Ali's story, Kanjush attacks
the hypocrisy, greediness, dishon-
esty and opportunist tendency of the
elite.

Liaquat Ali Lucky is the director,
setand light designer of the play.

Docu-Film on the
differently-abled

To observe the International
Disability Day a docu-flm was
screened at the German Cultural
Centre on December 4.The film has
been made on the life of an abused
physically challenged girl struggling
for justice. The event was organised
by DRRA, says a press release.

The event also featured a cul-
tural programme participated by
differently- abled children from

different parts of the4 country. This
was followed by a discussion on
equal rights for the differently-
abled, irrespective of age and socio-
economic status.

The event was presided over by
Managing Director of DRRA Farida
Yasmeen. Acting High
Commissioner of Canada Robert
Beadle attended as chief guest.

A scene from the film on the differently- abled
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