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In Conversation
“I believe classical is the base of music

Solo Art Exhibition

Organisation: Society for Promotion
of Bangladesh Art(SPBA) in

association with Alliance Francaise de

Dacca

Artist: Wakilur Rahman

Title: Reading Space Seeing Space
Venue: 26 Satmasjid Road
Dhanmondi RA

Date: December 3-15

Theatre

Group Theatre Federation
festival- 2005

December 6

Binodidni by Dhaka Theatre
December 7

Kanjush by Loko Natya Dal
December 8

Circus Circus by Prachyanat
December 9

Nityapuran by Desh Natok
December 10

Raktokarobi by Nagorik
Natyasampradaya

December 11

Raarang by Aranyak Natya Dal

Al of the shows will staged at 6:30pm
at the Experimental Theatre Stage,
Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy

Photography
Exhibition

Title: Our Hopes Our Fears Our Reality
Theme: HIV/AIDS and gender related

issues
Photographer: Bristi Chowdhury

Venue: Shilpangan, House 25, Road

05, Dhanmondi
Date: December 01-14

Title: Russia &its people

Occasion: Inaugural

Venue: Exhibition hall of the Russian
Centre of Science & Culture,

House 510, Road 7, Dhanmondi
Date: December 8, at 5:30pm

Film Festival

Organiser: Dhaka Chalochchitra
Shobha

Title: Asian Film Festival 2005
Venue: Alamgir Kabir Film Centre, 62
Science Laboratory

Date: December 11

Film Time
Blackboard 3:30pm
Children of Heaven 6:00pm
Date: December 12

Film Time
Cup 3:30pm
Osama 6:00pm
Date: December 13

Film Time
Suicide Club 3:30pm
The Fast Runner 6:00pm
Date: December 14

Film Time
Dukhai 3:30pm
Kittankhola 6:00pm
Date: December 15

Film Time
The Little Angel 3:30pm
Puteri Gunang Lideng  6:00pm
Date: December 16

Film Time
Concert for Bangladesh 3:30pm
Muktir Gaan 6:00pm
Date: December 18

Film Time
Abaro Aranya 3:30pm
Uttara 6:00pm
Date: December 19

Film Time
Red Cherry 3:30pm

East Palace West Palace 6:00pm

Date: December 20

In every culture” ---Monica Yunus

KARIM WAHEED

EVIEWERS from US dailies, New
York Times, Charleston City Paper
and Palm Beach Daily News had
described her as -- “especially winning”,
“utterly captivating” and “a voice destined for

super-stardom” respectively. Her voice

ranges from a low A to a high F and she has
been featured in several operas by prestigious
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opera houses, which includes New York's
Metropolitan Opera.

The vivacious, charming and talented
soprano, Monica Yunus has an impressive
lineage. She is the daughter of Dr Muhammad
Yunus, a renowned economist who has put
Bangladesh on the map through his innova-
tion of the 'microcredit system'.

Monica is the daughter of Dr Yunus and his
first wife, Vera. “I've inherited my dad's perse-
verance and passion for classical music from
my grandmother (Vera's mother),” Monica
chortles. “I was born in Chittagong but my
mother and | left the country when | was four
months old. | grew up in New Jersey, US and
this is my first visit to Bangladesh since we left
Chittagong. I'm doing a show organised by
Nrityanchal at the Goethe Institut on Decem-
ber 5, but basically I'm here to visit family, ” she
adds.

So how did she start her career as an opera
singer? Monica says, “After graduating from
the Juilliard School in music (vocals), | did an
internship with the Pittsburgh Opera. | audi-
tioned for Mozart's Le nozze di Figaro con-
ducted by James Levine, at the Metropolitan
Opera and fortunately | was selected.” Monica
made her critically acclaimed debut as
Barbarina in Le nozze di Figaro in 2003 and
joined the Metropolitan Opera for productions
of Die Frau Ohne Schatten, Le Rossignol, and
The Queen of Spades. Following these perfor-
mances she made her European operatic
debutas Oscarin Un Ballo in Maschera.

Monica has also appeared in Palm Beach
Opera's production of Hansel and Gretel as
Gretel, Nashville Opera's Die Fledermaus as
Adele, Granite State Opera's Rigoletto as
Gilda and Anchorage Opera's Don Giovanni
as Zerlina in 2004-2005 season. She also
performed a recital at Madrid's Auditorio
Nacional and sang as the soprano soloist in
Mahler's Symphony No. 4 with New York
City's MetroChamber Orchestra, the same
season.

Talking about her inclination towards West-

Monica in Soprano costume with Dr Yunus

ern classical music and opera, Monica says, ‘|
believe classical is the base of music in every
culture. It is obvious that nowadays, the num-
ber of classical music enthusiasts is limited.
An album of classical music won't sell like a
Britney Spears album does. But it is music in
its purest form and | feel passionately aboutiit.”
Who are the artistes she considers to be
outstanding and what are her dream charac-
ters? “Maria Callas is definitely alegend; | also
find Mirella Freni and Renée Fleming amaz-
ing. About characters I'd like to play: Susanna
in Le nozze di Figaro, Lucia in Lucia di
Lammermoor and Titania in A Midsummer
Night's Dream come to mind,” says Monica.
Memorable moments with her father?
Monica gleams, “There are so many. I've had
the opportunity to travel to several countries

with my dad. I've met the King and Queen of
Spain when | accompanied my father to the
country. A truly unforgettable moment was my
father having a private meeting with Bono at
the Clinton Global Initiative. Bono is not just
one of the biggest rock stars in the world, he is
a generous person who genuinely cares for
the whole world.”

Is she interested in Bangla music? “l won't say
I've heard a lot of Bangla songs so far but | want to
learn Bangla and | do have intentions of doing
something in Bangla. I'm also interested in bringing
afull-fledged orchestrato Bangladesh.”

Hopefully the brilliant soprano will achieve
her goals and we'll get to hear more of her.

Essays in water-colour

FAYzA HAQ

The competition in water-colour,
organised by Shako, a local woman
artists' group, held recently at
Gulshan, was a veritable delight to
watch. Kuhu, one of the senior
artists of Shako said, “You ask me
about Shako. It's not something
feminist. For this programme today,
I've worked with Rafiqun Nabi and
Jamal Ahmed, who are the chief
guests today; and who will adjudge
the three prize winners in time. Most
of the contestants are male stu-

dents. The artists in Shako include
young and more established ones.
Thus we're carrying other artists,
step by step, and promoting them.”

Explaining the raison d'etre of
Shako's latest endeavour, Kuhu
said, “There is an element of social
consciousness in our effort. Itis time
to give back to society what we have
received.”

The 16 students began painting
at 11.30am and finished around 4
pm. This contest was geared at
young artists from the Institute of
Fine Arts, Dhaka University. There

were three cash prizes. Meanwhile,
side by side, the nine participants of
Shako conducted a workshop for its
members.

The proceeds of the workshop will
go to DHL: Express, which spon-
sored both the contest and the work-
shop. Ahsan Parvez, of DHL, dwell-
ing on why the company was spon-
soring the two projects, said, “ | think
that Shako helped the people of
Bangladesh, all along, with their
charitable work. It has aided acid-
survivors, differently-abled artists
and other groups. The two
programmes are meant to encour-
age the fine arts students and further
unveil the talent in Shako.” DHL has
several other plans. Says Parvez, “It
is quite possible that DHL may spon-
sor an art gallery for women. A lot of
women artists don't get as much
encouragement and promotion as
men artists.”

Having a brief parley with two
participants of the contest, Shumon
Biswas of the Institute of Fine Arts,
Crafts Section, and Afroza, also from

Delivering ART

Organized by

Shako

The prize winners(seated) seen with their teachers

but within a brief spell | felt tranquil.
My guide is Nasreen Begum, whose
exquisite works I've always admired.
I've always sought a competition to
display my work. I'm naturally a little
nervous because the contest time is
limited. Yet, inspired and hopeful, I'm

leaves and two other vegetables that
you see in my composition.”

One came away content and
surfeit with the experience of seeing
a fine competition and the work-
shop.

The prize winners were: Md

BGTF

Drama Festival ‘05

Binodini: A narrative of an actress

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

Preview of tonight’s play:

Dhaka Theatre's production
Binodini features the introduction of
subcontinental urban theatre based
on a European theatre format. In the
British days, courtesans performed
the female characters since women
from conservative backgrounds
were not allowed to act in theatre.
Binodini Dasi, an actress with a dark
past, made tremendous contribu-
tion to our theatre in the 19th cen-
tury. Binodini is an autobiography-

Shimul Yousuff as Binodini

based narrative of Binodini Dasi,
where Shimul Yousuff performs in
the role of Binodini.

Simon Zakaria, with guidance from
SelimAl Deen, Nasiruddin Yousuffand
Shimul Yousuff, has dramatised
Binodini. Nasiruddin Yousuff directs
the solo performance-based play.

Kamaluddin Kabir is the set
designer while Ishrat Nishat is the
lightdesigner of the play.

Today Dhaka Theatre will stage
Binodini at the Experimental Thea-
tre Stage at6:30 pm.

“Pretty Woman” still the
highest paid actress

REUTERS, Los Angeles

She traded Hollywood for mother-
hood and did not star in a movie this
year, but Julia Roberts still ranks as
Hollywood's highest-paid actress at
US $20 million a film, according to an
annual power list.

The Hollywood Reporter, an enter-
tainment paper recently published its
annual list of the top-earning
actresses, putting Nicole Kidman just
behind RobertsatNo. 2.

Kidman commands an estimated
US $16 million to US $17 million per
movie, the Reporter said.

The No. 3 and No. 4 spots were
held by Reese Witherspoon, currently
starring in 'Oscar hopeful' Walk the
Line, and Drew Barrymore, both of

whom take in $15 milliona movie.

Roberts, with her broad smile and
infectious all-American style, earned
an Oscar for playing feisty consumer
advocate Erin Brockovich in the 2000
movie of the same name.

That role and her ability to lure
audiences into theaters in movies like
Ocean's Eleven put her in the ranks of
$20 million-plus movie actors, a realm
previously reserved for hugely popular
actorslike Tom Cruise.

Roberts, 38, put her career on hold
in 2004 and 2005. She gave birth in
November of last year to twins,
Phinnaeus and Hazel, and is married
to cameraman Danny Moder.
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