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PM goesto Makkah
tomorrow for
OICmeet

DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia flies for
Makkah tomorrow to attend the
two-day third "extraordinary
summit" of the Organisation of
Islamic Conference (OIC) on
December 7-8 called to finalise the
organisation's 10-ycar programme
of action to meet the challenges
facing the Muslim Ummah in the

2]steentury,
Saudi King Abdullah Bin Abdul
SEE PAGE 15 COL 4

Lawyer hurtin
Gazipur blast
diesat DMCH

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Advocate Nurul IHuda, who was
critically injured in the November
29 blast on the district bar associa-
tion premises, died yesterday,
raising the death toll to nine in two

suicide bomb attacksin Gazipur.
Huda succumbed to his injuries
SEE PAGE 15 COL 6

MOBILE POWER SOURCE

Govt to go for 8 plants
before next polls

SHARIER KHAN

After abandoning the scandalous
small power scheme under the
World Bank's pressure, the govern-
ment is now resorting to install
cight private skid or barge or
trailer-mount power plants before
the next elections --which would
beverycostlyandleastefficient.

These plants will together gen-
erate 360 MWpower.

Such plants typically cost three
tofivetimes more than the conven-
tional plants of similarsize, sources
in the Power Development Board
said. Whereas the Meghnaghat 450
MW plant charges Tk 1.8 per kilo-
watt hour, these plants may charge
between Tk4 and Tk8. :

Besides, experiences show that
such plants cannot be installed
within six or eight months' time if
procured brand newones.

“The only way the nation can

now procure and install skid or
barge or truck mount power plants
before the next national election is
to buy them second hand,” noted
anindustryinsider.

Sources said like the previous
attempt of a section of officials at
the Prime Minister's Office (PMO)
to award small power purchase
contracts to different ministers and
ruling party men, these officials are
once again planning to award the
dealstoinfluential party men.

The Power Division of the
energy ministryon December1ina
nofification said that the govemn-
ment has approved skid/barge or
trailer mount plants to be setupin
eight areas. These are: Kumargaon
of ' Sylhet (20 MW gas based),
Shahjibazar (20X4 or 80 MW gas
based), Bogra (20 MW gas or petro-
leum), Katakhali of Rajshahi (20
MW gas or petroleum),
Thakurgaon (20 MW gas or petro-

leum), Fenchuganj (50 MW gas),
Khulna (50 MW gas or petroleum)
and Shikalbaha (100 MW gas or
petroleum).

The power ministry notification
says these plants will be set up to
tackle the power crisis in the next
summer,

The PDB has been asked to start
selling tender documents from
yesterday with a deadline of
January 16. The tender submission
date has been fixed to be on
January 17, tender evaluation
deadline February 7 and the issu-
ance of letter of intent and other
clearances by February 28.

The notification says that the
PDB will purchase the power from
these plants in local currency

undera 15-year contract. All these

plants will have 'dual-fuel’ provi-
sion. This provision makes a plant
costlier, PDB sources said.

SEE PAGE 15COL 3

PHOTO: FID

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia holds a meeting with the leaders of the FBCCI and other trade bodies at International Gonference Centre yesterday.

SM Ali's birth
anniversary
today

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

Today is the 77th birth
anniversary of Syed
Mohammad Ali, founder
editor and publisher of The
Daily Star, better known as
SM AL,

Born in Sylhet in 1928,
SM Ali was the eldest son of
late Syed Mustafa Ali, an
official of the Assam civil
service, He was bomn to a
noted Bengali literary family.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 3
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Terrorism, political
strife bar growth

ADB sees 6pc GDP growth if risk factors
do not deteriorate

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The GDP growth this fiscal year
(FY) may level off at 6 percent
provided some high-risk factors,
particularly the overall security
situation and paolitical volatility, do
not deterforate further in the mun
upto thenext general elections.

To safeguard the countryand its
economic progress, "the major
political parties must work unit-
edly to rout" proliferation of
extremism and the terrorists, Asian
Development Bank (ADB) Country
Director Hua Du told a press con-
ferenceyesterday.

In the Quarterly Economic
Update for July-September FY06
launched at the conference in ADB

3
Bangladesh Resident Mission, the
multilateral donor agency said the
projected GDP growth rate hike
from last year's 5.4 percent would
be possib]e mainly thanks to a
recoveryinagriculture,

According to the updatﬂ.
besides the recent drastic
downslide in law and order, the
other risk factors affecting the
country's medium-term economic
prospects include the longer-term
impacts of the quota abalition on
the garment sector, the implica-
tions of high oil prices on macro-
economic management and weak
governance,

"A stable domestic environ-
ment i5 essential for investment
and private sector development,”

Huatold the press.

Terrorism now pervades the
entire world, she observed and said
global and South Asian leaders are
committed and working hard to
combalit, tosee gnend toit,

Onterrorismin Bangladesh, she
suggested for the political parties
to deliberate on the issue and find
waytoaddressitdomestically.

The ADB update identified the
countiy's overall security situation
as a major source of concem, In
this connection it mentioned the
frequent bombings and the
Islamist militant groups in opera-
tion, adding, "In the run-up to the
next elections, the political situa-
tion remains confrontational with

SEE PAGE 15 COL 3

Alliance meeting
postponed over
Jamaat-10] rift

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Ameeting of the secretaries general
of the four ruling alliance parties
scheduled for yesterday was post-
poned on Saturday night as a result
of the conflict between Jamaat-e-

IslamiandIslamiOikyalote.
The meeting was scheduled to
SEE PAGE 15 COL 5

Rab asked not
to give militant

info to media

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Rajshahi

Members of Rapid Action Battalion
(Rab) and police have been ordered
not to provide any information
about militants to journalists and
notto let the media take pictures or

videointerviews ofthe militants.
An official order dated
SEE PAGE 15 COL 3

RISE OF MILITANCY
Govt mulls 2 more
battalions for Rab

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government is likely to add two
more battalions to its elite force
Rapid Action Battalion (Rab) against
the backdrop of suicide attacks and
alarmingrise ofmilitancy,

State Minister for Home Affairs
Lutfozzaman Babar at a meeting
yesterdayasked the Rab authorities
to place a proppsal fp raise the
number of its battalion from 10 to
12, sourcessaid.

"Countrymen became pan-
icked due to bomb attacks being
carried out by the banned
Jama'atul Mujahideen

Bangladesh," Babar told report-
ersemerging outofthe meeting,

"Two more new battalions are
likely to join the Rab to bolster its
capacity so that it can root out
militancy from Bangladesh," he
was quoted as saying by the BSS.

Once the proposal is approved,

the 8,000-member force will be
increased byanother1,376.

Presently, five battalions oper-
ate in and around Dhaka, and
others have to cover 12 to 13 dis-
tricts. Pressure on each unit
increased immensely after mili-
tants went on bombing spree since
August 17. Besides, the Rab author-
ities have to summon reinforce-
ment from outside Dhakg on ocea-
sions like Bid, Puja, ijlema and
major political programmes,

“Hach unit struggles to cope
with the immense pressure when
we call it back to Dhaka for 15 days
or so0,” a top Rab official told The
Daily Star.

With the top JMB leaders still
evading the police dragnet, Babar
asked Rab officials to beef up their
intelligence network.

“The militants will be ideologi-
cally broken if the top leaders are

SEE PAGE 15 COL 3

Woman's body
foundin
14 pieces

DMCH CORRESPONDENT

Body of ayoung woman sliced into
14 pieces was found at the play-
ground of a kindergarten school in
city's Mohammadpur area yester-

day.
The human pieces of the
unidentified woman, believed to
SEE PAGE 15 COL B

BCS preliminary
testresults out

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh Public Service
Commission (PSC) yesterday
published the results of the prelim-
inary test for the 27th Bangladesh
Civil Service (BCS) examination
where 26, 500 candidates were
selected for the written test against
1776 posts, a PSC pressrelease said.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 3
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STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Grg

poisonous gas trapped inside a
scrapvessel

at Sagorika ship-breaking yard
in Sitakunda upazila under the
district on Saturdaynight.

The dead are Siddique Ahmad,
40, son of Abdul Baten of
Mymensing, Mohammad Kalam,
35, son of Munshi Mia of Barisal,
and Mohammad Rafig, 33, son of
AbdulWahab ofJamalpur.

Three workers died from inhaling

Three ship-breaking f
workers die from
gas poisoning

* Cutter Siddique got inside the |

scrap vessel MV Star but as he did
not come out till 10:00pm, his
fellow workers, Kalam and Rafiq,

went to know his condition but all’ |
the three became victims of poi- |

sonousgasinhalation by 10:30pm,
witnesses said.,

Other workers recovered the
bodies after the trapped gas was
cleared out.

Thebodies of the killed workers
were sent to their village homes
afterautopsy.

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

Leading Alems (Islamic scholars) of
the country yesterday asked the
government to stop “wholesale”
paolice drives in madrasas in the
name of search for militants and
seek permission from the
madrasas concerned before any
suchraid.

Khatib of Baitul Mukarram
National Mosque Moulana
Obaidul Hague placed the demand
on behalfof the alems ata seminar
styled “Islam versus Militancy”
organised by the Masjid Council for
Community Advancement at the
OsmaniMemorial Auditorium.

State Minister for Home Affairs
Lutfozzaman Babar, who also
addressed the seminar, agreed that
the government does not believe
that all madrasasare the hotbeds of
militants. “The police will' seek
permission from the madrasa

JOERNETAUN

principals before any raid in the

Imams asked to preach
against militancy

Director of controversial Kuwaiti
NGO seen in meet with Babar

future,” he said.
Moulana Akramuzzaman,
director of Kuwait-based NGO
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Revival of Islamic Heritage Society &

(RIHS) and believed to be a patron

of militants in the country, also
addressed the seminar.

Babar urged the opposition to,

sit in a dialogue with the govern-
ment to discuss how to tackle the
problem of militancy.

“Letussittogether putting aside

SEE PAGE 15 COL 8
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