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DHAKA SUNDAY DECEMBER 4, 2005

Weekly 
weather 

forecast for 
the city

Monday
High: 28° C 
 
Low: 15° C
Sunny and 
pleasant

Tuesday 
High: 28° C 
Low: 15° C 
Partly sunny

Wednesda
y 
High: 26° C 
 
Low: 15° C

Sunshine and 
patchy clouds

Thursday
High: 26° C 
 

Low: 17° C 
Mostly sunny

Friday
High: 26° C 

 
Low: 15° C 
Mostly sunny

Saturday 

source: accuweather.com
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Today

High: 28° C 
 Lo
w: 16° C
Partly sunny; 
pleasant

KAUSAR ISLAM AYON
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...
Panthakunja, the lone public 
park in Kanthalbagan, Bangla 
Motor, Hatirpool and adjoining 
areas, has been kept closed for 
more than a year for beautification 
although the beautification work 
completed in January this year. 

The park was made off-limits 
to visitors in November 2004 for 
renovation and beautification 
u n d e r  t h e  D h a k a  C i t y  
Beautification Project for the 
Saarc summit. 

Arkay Group was tasked with 
the beautification and mainte-
nance of the park and its adjoin-
ing area. The organisation beau-
tified the park dividing it into two 
parts -- Panthakunja Park and 
Panthakunja Plaza near Saarc 
fountain. 

Although the DCC mayor 
formally opened the park and 
plaza on January 12 this year, 
Arkay Group mysteriously put 
the entrance to both the parts 
under lock and key. 

“We will open it soon, that's all 
I can say now. We need little 
more time,” said Rudess Karim, 
managing director, Arkay Group. 
He however declined to explain 
the cause for keeping the park 

off-limits to visitors for such a 
long time. 

"I used to come here for morn-
ing walk but I was compelled to 
go to Ramna Park after the 
authorities started the renovation 
work. After three months I 
stopped morning walk because 
Ramna is far from my house," 

said Ashraul Alam, a resident of 
Kanthalbagan.

Officials of Arkay Group in 
March this year said that they 
were waiting for the grass to grow 
inside the park. They promised at 
that time that they would open 
both the park and plaza by May 
2005, well before the Saarc 
summit. 

Then they showed the secu-
rity for Saarc summit as an 
excuse.  The grasses have now 
grown and the summit is over, but 
the park is still closed.   

Even the officials and the 
security guards deployed by 
Arkay Group at the park admitted 
that they are receiving com-

plaints from the locals about its 
closure. They said the higher 
authorities seem to be reluctant 
to reopen the park.  

“Many people come to the park 
every day with a hope that the park 
is open. But they have to go back 
as the guards have been 
instructed not to allow any one to 
enter the park or the plaza,” said 

an official of Arkay Group. 
Mysteriously, the DCC, the 

owner of the park, is now silent 
over the issue. Eight months ago 
when Star City published two 
reports on this park, the DCC 
officials promised to reopen the 
park 'immediately,' but no steps 
have been taken so far. 

When conducted, the Dhaka 
City Beautification Cell (DCBC) 
officials said they will open the 
park soon, but none of them 
could specify a concrete date. 

“There is no reason to keep 
this park closed unnecessarily. 
There must be a reason behind it. 
Anyway, we will soon open it,” 
said Sohel Faruqiue, member 
secretary of DCBC. 

But he could not explain the 
reason why the park was kept 
closed for more than 11 months 
after the completion of its renova-
tion and beautification.

Faruquie however apprehend 
that when the park will be 
opened, floating people will 
come back and destroy the 
park's environment. "This area is 
now in a tiptop condition.” 

"If beautification means public 
cannot use a park at all, what is 
the benefit of renovation," won-
dered Humayun Kader, a resi-
dent of Bangla Motor.

Panthakunja closed for a year
for reason unknown

SYED TASHFIN CHOWDHURY 
and WAHIDA MITU
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The baby smiled, though in deep 
slumber. A pipe is passed through 
her nostrils, but she is free to 
dream - dream of a wonderful 
future that may lie before her.  But 
alas…what has fate in store for 
her? 

What cruelty would prompt one 
to throw away a newborn child!

Uncertainty fills the air as 
Social Welfare Department 
(SWD) authorities of the Dhaka 
Medical College Hospital (DMCH) 
are confused with the decision of 
handing over the responsibility of 
the baby to anyone willing to take 
care of the child as one's own. 
This decision however, will be 
made after the child has com-
pletely recuperated.

“The baby is stable but is still 

not out of danger,” said AKM 
Mizanur Rahman, Assistant 
Registrar, Paediatric Surgery 
ward, Dhaka Medical College 
Hospital (DMCH).

Why? Rahman said the little 
girl had been buried in the sand 
for a long time.  The sand and 
germs, usually carried by crows, 
are liable to infect her with 
Septicaemia (a serious illness in 
which an infection spreads 
through the blood) at any time.  

The infant was rescued from a 
flock of crows, buried under a pile 
of sand, a few weeks back.

About a dozen crows pecked 
at the face of the baby girl; most of 
her body was hidden in a sand 
f ield near the Hazaribagh 
Boubazar area on November 17.  
Rescuers dug the baby out and 
rushed her to the DMCH, where 
doctors immediately performed 
surgery on her.  

Doctors from the departments 
of Paediatrics and Plastic Surgery 
are taking care of her. Worried 
about her complete recovery from 
current condition, they are trying 
hard to keep her stable. 

“The infant is in need of long-
term treatment to enable her to 
undergo further surgery,” said Dr. 

Md. Shah Alam Talukder,  
Associate Professor, Department 
of Paediatric Surgery, DMCH. 
“Unless she regains physical 
normalcy, we cannot operate on 
her further,” he added.  

“We have now become very 
attached to the child, that we will 
not give up until we are convinced 

that we have done our best for 
her,” said Dr. Talukder.

 “Half of the girl's right cheek 
and lower part of the left leg were 
eaten up by preying crows,” said 
the Ward 35 Nurse-on-duty. 

Plastic surgeons will be able to 
work on bringing her distorted 
cheek and leg to normal only after 
she completely recovers physi-
cally, said Rahman, adding that 
they may not be able to bring back 
her original appearance.  

The hospital  authori t ies 
engaged Minu -- an attendant 
from the time the child was admit-
ted to the DMCH, to take care of 
her.

“The baby sleeps, through the 
day and starts crying at night,” 
said Minu. “Seems like she is 
longing to be cradled in her 
mother's bosom,” the attendant 
added.   

The child is surrounded by 60 

to 100 visitors daily, with most of 
them interested in adopting her.

“Requests flow in from inter-
ested couples, families and indi-
viduals daily to let them adopt the 
baby,” said the on-duty nurse.

Her long list of potential adopt-
ers includes a minister and his 
wife and some foreigners.   

The nurse also said some 
ladies who came to adopt the 
baby, created a scene later as 
their pleas were refused.  

“We do not give any child 
admitted to DMCH for adoption,” 
said Firoja Begum, an officer of 
SWD. “We usually hand them 
over to the government orphan-
age,” she added.  

“People can adopt children 
from private orphanages, not from 
state owned homes,” she said.  

So those interested in the 
adoption of the child have no ray 
of hope of getting her.

Where will she go from here?

FAIZUL KHAN TANIM
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With the approach of another 
Victory Day, the Liberation War 
Museum is crying for space to 
display its artefacts, which are 
increasing every year. 

Liberation War Museum 
sources said that many new 
authentic and interesting 
artefacts concerning 1971 were 
found but cannot be well dis-
played because of insufficient 
space.   

The rarities are displayed in 
shifts enabling enthusiasts to 
have a glimpse at as many items 
as possible.   

The recent exposition of new 
exhibits in the form of banners 
and posters displaying pictures 
of the sector commanders and 
facts on the international support 
received during the Liberation 
War is attracting more visitors 
and enthusiasts.    

The panels have information 
of the sector commanders, the 
area of operation and important 
dates and notes about specific 
battles at a glance. Along with 
these, the International Support 

panel displays facts about coun-
tries that supported Bangladesh 
in 1971, said Dr Sarwar Ali, 
trustee and member secretary 
of the Liberation War Museum.    

The members of the museum 
are still looking for a suitable 
place with ample space to dis-
play artefacts. A year has 
already gone by and the trustee 
members are now still looking 
for a permanent place for the 
museum instead of the rented 
two-storied building.    

Renovation of the auditorium 
in its present location is on and 
the re-arrangement of the items 
will give the museum a new 
look.  

Many events in a seven-day 
long programme are earmarked 
to celebrate Victory Day starting 
from December 10. The 
programmes starting at 5:00 in 
the evening will include 
speeches, plays, and musical 
events, open discussions and 
recitations by eminent artistes 
related to highlighting the facts of 
Liberation War to the present 
generation.  

An interesting recollection on 
Dhaka in the 60s and 70s will be 

made by Margaret Blood, wife of 
Late Archer K Blood on 
December 15, said a museum 
official.

Blood died on September 3 
last year. He was the Consul 
General who in 1971 sent the 
famous wire known as the 
'Blood Telegram' signed in 
Dhaka by 20 members of the 
U.S. Consulate General, to 
the US government on the 

Pakistani military's operations.       
The cable charged: "Our 

government has failed to 
denounce the suppression of 
democracy. Our government has 
failed to take forceful measures 
to protect its citizens while at the 
same time bending over back-
wards to placate the West 
Pakistan-dominated govern-
ment."   

With this Archer Blood was 

transferred from his position 
and placed into virtual exile 
within the State Department, 
who later became a Liberation 
War casualty and was punished 
for simply speaking what he felt 
was the truth.    

The Liberation War Museum 
is the only private museum in 
the world, founded 25 years 
after the independence of 
Bangladesh; an institution which 
should have been constructed 
by the various changing govern-
ments of the country.  

When a few freedom fight-
ers were asked on how they 
felt, one emphasised on the 
security of the museum that 
houses many important docu-
ments right now. 

But the privately owned only 
Liberation War Museum till now 
is in the best condition when 
compared to the other govern-
ment memorials in the city like 
Mirpur Intellectuals graveyard, 
Rayer Bazaar Martyred 
Intellectuals Mausoleum, and 
Savar National Martyrs 
Memorial.

LIBERATION WAR MUSEUM

Display of artefacts curtailed for want of space

Panthakunja sits silent sans its usual visitors.

The DCC mayor formally 

opened   the park and plaza 

on January 12 this year, Arkay 

Group mysteriously put the 

both entrances under lock 

Visitor to the museum takes a look at the latest exhibits (left) while another is security-checked at the entrance (right)
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A doctor examines the newborn child left under a pile of sand 
to be devoured by crows (above). On left -- the baby.
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