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Date

December 3

Projapati by Natyakendra
December 4

Gharjamai by Dhaka Theatre Mancha
December 5

Bhaddornok by Natyachakra
December 6

Binodidni by Dhaka Theatre
December 7

Kanjush by Loko Natya Dal
December 8

Circus Circus by Prachyanat
December 9

Nityapuran by Desh Natok
December 10

Raktokarobi by Nagorik
Natyasampradaya

December 11

Raarang by Aranyak Natya Dal

All of the shows will staged at 6:30pm
at the Experimental Theatre Stage,
Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy

Play: A Little Night Music

Playwright. Stephen Sondheim
Group: Dhaka Stage

Date: November 30- December 03, at
7:30pm

Venue: American International School,

ERSHAD KAMOL
ATYAKENDRA stages
Projapatitoday at 6:30pm at
the Experimental Theatre

Stage, as part of the drama festival

arranged by Bangladesh Group

Theatre Federation (BGTF)

Apreview of Projapati:
Projapati, the translation of popular
American playwright Thornton
Wilder's Matchmaker, is based on
Austrian playwright Johan Nestroy's
drama A Day Well Spent. Tareq Anam
Khan has translated Projapati main-
taining the authenticity of the original
comedy.

The protagonist of the play is a
matchmaker. The antagonist, a
shrewd man named Horas, thinks
that everything in the world can be
achieved by money. Through a
change of approach in the antago-
nist's observations of life, the play
reveals that money is not the sole
driving force in the world.

Tarig Anam Khan is the director as
well as the set and light designer of
the play.

Bangladesh Group Theatre
| Federation Drama Festival ‘05

Comments from Keramat Moula:

Theatre

A Little Night Music

Dysfunctional relationships under the microscope

KAVITA CHARANJI

The angst of dysfunctional relation-
ships, the universal search for love
and the subordinate position of
women all come together in the
Dhaka Stage play, A Little Night
Music. Staged from November 30 to
December 3 at the American Inter-
national School, Dhaka, the play is a
delightful musical, complete with wit
as well as a serious look at the
foibles of upper crust society.

“The play looks at the problems
and struggles of relationships,
which is relevant even today. It is
about dysfunctional couples that are
able to find a way out of their prob-
lems. In sum, the theme revolves
around people looking for that one
person who will keep them down to
earth,” says Teri Khan, co-producer
and co-director of A Little Night
Music. Teri, the president of Dhaka
Stage, has also done the music
direction, along with pianist Saad
Chowdhury and Dawne Warkentin.

Gareth, the other producer and
director in his brochure note, ech-
oes the same sentiment. He ques-
tions, “Is Desiree any more 'right' in

married to the young and beautiful
Anne Egerman. The words go: “Isn't
itrich? Are we a pair? Me here at last
on the ground, You in mid-air. Send
inthe clowns.”

Another facet of the play is the
theme of gender inequality. As Kirk
Mitchell (who enacts the role of the
autocratic Count Carl Magnus

Malcom, also involved with Desiree
and Charlotte's husband) sees it,
“My character is a caricature of the
chauvinistic male. This is relevant
evenintoday's world.”

By the end of the play, the jigsaw

Warkentin,
daughter).
Among the Bangladeshis who
worked behind the curtains are
Bokul Rosario (lights/ sound) and
Tony Mazumder (stage hand). For
Mazumder, A Little Night Music has
been a wonderful break.” | am
thankful for the exposure to sets,
design and production in a western
musical,” he says. Likewise
Rosario enthuses, “I welcome the
opportunity to work with the highly
professional Dhaka Stage.”

who plays Desiree's

Dhaka Again Keramat Moula has

been selected as the conve-
nor of the ongoing theatre
festival titled “For the welfare
of Mujibur Rahman Dilu and
other theatre activists”. Moula
is the presidium member of

festival. We have arranged
this festival for a good cause.
Mujibur Rahman Dilu has
been suffering from GBS and
we believe we should give a
hand to his treatment. As itis a
fundraising effort of BGTF, all

wanting to settle down and find
'some sort of coherent existence
after so many years of muddle’, than
Petra is, who wants to experience
as many lovers as she can before
she resigns herself to a humdrum
marriage and family?”

Play: Khudhito Pashan

Group: Shubochan Natya Shongshod
Venue: Mahila Samity Stage

Date: December 03 at 7 pm

Exhibition

Actors performing in A Little Night Music

Title: Enlightenment

Artist. Kanak Chanpa Chakma
Venue: Bengal Shilpalay, Dhanmondi
Date: November 20 - December 03,
from 12pm to 8pm

Artist. Nagarbashi Barman

Venue: Gallery Kaya, House 20, Road
16, Sector 4, Uttara

Date: November 25 - December 04,
from 11pm to 8pm
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the current committee of
Bangladesh Group Theatre

the popular stage plays have

beenincluded in the festival”

The catchy music and lyrics of A
Little Night Music are by Stephen

puzzle of the characters' lives falls

As in previous Dhaka Stage

Federation (BGTF). Sondheim. The play is based on one into place. Itis nqtjust a qugstion of  productions, the proceeds of ticket

Moula said, “I am the “My troupe, Theatre (Natok | of famous director Ingmar Berg- the characters living happily ever  sales will go to charity. This time the
convenor of most of the Sarani) is not participating in | man's earliest films, Smiles of a after, many questions arise: Willthe  funds will go to the Gonokbari
programmes like festivals, the festival. BGTF selection | Summer Night. The plot homes in ~ Young Henrik Egerman, Fredrik's  Centre for Women, an affiliate of the

workshops and others initi-
ated by BGTF. Last year we
successfully completed 37-
day Dhaka Drama Festival
2004 and popularised the
Experimental Theatre Stage
as a theatre venue. | was the

convener of that festival. | am
again selected as the conve-
nor of the current theatre

committee invited our produc-
tion Shat Ghater Kanakori.
However, our group is notin a
convenient position to stage
the play right at this moment”,
added Moula.

on a series of turbulent dysfunc-
tional relationships between man
and wife, father and son, and lover
and mistress.

Among the hard hitting and
somber songs are Everyday a little
death and the famous Send in the
clowns. The latter refers to the 'fools'
in love and is sung by the central
character Desiree Armfeldt to her
lover Fredrik Egerman, who is

son and his stepmother Anne live in
eternal bliss after their elopement?
Will the uneasy truce between
Count Carl Magnus and his wife
Charlotte last?

The musical was marked by
superb performances, particularly
the characters of Desiree (played by
Sheilani Nandy), Count Carl
Magnus( Kirk Mitchell) and the
young Fredrika Armfeldt (Tiahna

renowned Centre for Rehabilitation
ofthe Paralysed (CRP).

There is, however, a downside:
The lengthy (three-hour) musical
attracted mostly expats and was not
fully attended on the first day.
Possibly at the weekend more
theatre goers would flock to see this
commendable Dhaka Stage pro-
duction.

Channel click

Atoppar Nurul Huda on BTV

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

BTV is all set to telecast a new
serial, titted Atoppar Nurul Huda,

Amitabh all well

Superstar Amitabh
Bachchanis said to be in
stable condition after
undergoing surgery for
intestinal inflammation.
However he is advised
complete bed-rest for

Thieves make way
with Peck's star

Sometime within the last two weeks, determined saw-wielding thieves man-
aged to remove Gregory Peck's star from Hollywood's Walk of Fame and make
off with it--no small feat, considering the bronze stars weigh in at 300 pounds

and happen to be located in a tourist-heavy area of Los Angeles.
Photography from December 5 at 9pm every the next 8-10 days and After it was realised that the tribute to the Academy Award-winning thespian
Exhibition Monday. The serial features may not be discharged had vanished, a replacement star was unveiled last Wednesday afternoon.
SR Mahfuz Ahmed, Azizul Hakim, till then. He was oper- Anthony Peck, son of the late
Title: Our Hopes Our Fears Our Reality Meer Sabbir, ATM Shamsu- ie:mttteegtin(;? sut:'ye gnaSDt:OI; actor, attended the ceremony,
Theme: HIV/AIDS and gender related zzaman, Tarin, Sheema g which was led by honorary

issues

Photographer: Bristi Chowdhury
Venue: Shilpangan, House 25, Road
05, Dhanmondi

Date: December 01-14

Title: Our Hopes Our Fears Our
Reality

Theme: HIV/AIDS and gender related
issues

Photographer. Bristi Chowdhury
Venue: Shilpangan, House 25, Road
05, Dhanmondi

Date: December 01-14

Dasgupta and Parvin Nusrat
Imroz Tisha.The playwright and
directoris Aranya Anwar.

The story is about Nuru, who
has the rare capability of picking
up beautiful tunes on leaves.
When his best friend Solaiman
marries Nuru's beloved, Shefali, a
heart broken Nuru decides to
leave the village. After walking all
day and night, Nuru reaches an
unknown village and falls uncon-
scious beside a river. A beautiful
girl, Rumman, saves his life and
Nuru falls for her.

Tarin and Mahfuz Ahmed in Atoppar Nurul Huda

Jagganath of Leelavati
Hospital. The surgery
lasted for over four hours
and now Bachchan is
said to be responding to
treatment well. By his
side were his family
members
Bachchan,
and Shweta as well as
friend and politician
Amar Singh. Others on
the well-wishers list

Jaya
Abhishek

included Ram Gopal
Varma, AnilAmbani, Uddhav Thackeray and actress Jayaprada.

Source: Internet

RS

"/,\‘

TV GUIDE

Hollywood Mayor Johnny
Grant.

“Ladies and gentlemen, we
proudly welcome back to the
Hollywood Walk of Fame,
Gregory Peck,” Grant said as
he kneeled on the ground and
unveiled the replacement.

Peck's 43-year-old star was
one of the original 1,558 stars
on the Walk of Fame, which was
created on February 8, 1960.

Source: Internet
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