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Exhibition

Title: Alluvial Pain And Salvation
Artist: Kalidas Karmakar

Venue: Alliance Franciase,
Dhanmondi

Date: November 17-30, from 9am to
12pm, 5pm to 9pm

Artist: Anisur Rahman

Venue: Art & Soul Gallery, Road 36
House 16, Gulshan

Date: November 18-27, from 11am to
8pm

Title: Along with Chaos

Artist. Imtiaz Islam Shohag

Venue: Nolini Kanto Vottashali Gallery,
National Museum

Date: November 23-30, from 10:30am
to 4:30pm

Title: Iffat 2005

Artist. |ffat Ara Dewan

Venue: Shilpanagan Gallery, Road 05,
House 25, Dhanmondi

Date: November 17-30, from 10 am to
1pm and 5pm to 8pm

Title: Enlightenment

Artist. Kanak Chanpa Chakma
Venue: Bengal Shilpalay, Dhanmondi
Date: November 20 - December 03,
from 12pm to 8pm

Artist. Nagarbashi Barman

Venue: Gallery Kaya, House 20, Road
16, Sector 4, Uttara

Date: November 25 - December 04,
from 11pm to 8pm

Film Screening
Organiser: Dhaka Film Society

Venue: Russian Cultural Centre
Date: November 29-30

Schedule

November 29

2:30pm  King Lear

5:30pm  Hamlet

November 30

2:30pm  Crime And Punishment
5:30pm  Anna Karenina

Cultural Programme

Title: Shetubandhan: Ma, Mati and
Konya

Organiser: Spectra Group

Venue: Shaheed Zia Auditorium,
National Museum, Shahbagh

Date: December 02, at 4pm

Programme: Award Giving Ceremony
followed by solo violin recital by Nusrat
Mumtaz Ruposhi

Occasion: Birth anniversary of Munir
Chowdhury

Organiser: Theatre

Date: November 27, at 7pm

Venue: Mahila Shamiti Stage, Baily
Road

Commemoration

Occasion: Death anniversary of Noren
Biswas

Organiser: Kanthoshilon

Date: November 27, at6:30pm

Venue: Experimental Theatre Stage,
ShilpakalaAcademy

Matritta sees the light of day

Women's issues take centre stage

KARIM WAHEED

IRECTOR Zahid Hossain's
film, Matritta has been
released recently. Set in the

pre-Independence era, the movie
focusing on motherhood, has been the
issue of several controversies, mainly
because of the Censor Board's disap-
proval with three scenesin the film.
According to the director, “I sub-
mitted a print to the Censor Board in
February 2004. The board objected to
three scenes: scenes that show the
Pakistani flag, two characters discuss-
ing how Pakistanis and Bangalees are
Muslim brothers and that should put a
stop to all the disputes, and a mother
breastfeeding a child. After some

scuffles, the Censor Board finally gave
us the green signal on October, 2004.
Additional delay transpired, as we had
to find distributors and producers.”

A synopsis of the movie: Sakina is a
naive village belle, who like other
average rural women dreams of a
comfortable home, a loving husband
and children. But she is not that fortu-
nate; her husband Jabbar is a petty
thiefwho's rarely home and she has to
work as a maid at the matbor (head of
the village) household to support
herself.

Sakina craves motherhood. Other
village women taunt her, calling her
'barren'. One day, her dream to
become a mother comes true, as she
realises she's pregnant. Although
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Moushumi portrays desperation in a scene

An expressive Humayun Faridee in the film

Sakina is ecstatic at first, despair soon
takes over when the matbor's wife lays
her off from the job. Sakina has to
figure out how she and her unborn
child will survive. Jabbar's mischief
and unwillingness to earn an honest
living through manual labour only
make matters worse. Jabbar doesn't
take Sakina's pregnancy too kindly, as
the child would only be “an extra
mouth to feed”. Jabbar feeds Sakina a
herbal medicine mixed in pickle which
eventually causes her to have a mis-
carriage.

A distraught Sakina breastfeeds
others' babies to appease her moth-
erlyinstincts. Jabbar sees an opportu-
nity to make some easy money in this
and convinces Sakina to start charg-
ing for feeding babies. He tells her
that the money will enable him to buy
a cow and start working in the paddy
fields. Sakina falls for Jabbar's
schemes and Jabbar starts charging a
quarter in return for Sakina's ser-
vices. However, Sakina doesn't give
up on her desire of becoming a
mother and eventually she conceives
again. Butwill her dreams come true?

Zahid Hossain has done a com-
mendable job at scriptwriting and
direction. The film becomes slow at
points but it recovers before the

audience gives up. The plot of the
movie seems simple enough but it
presents some burning issues like
gender violence, manipulation and
exploitation of women. Asked why he
has set the storyline in the pre-
Independence period, the director
says, “The character of Sakinais also a
metaphor. It's a metaphor for our
country; for a country is like one's
mother. During the 'Pakistan period'
our country has been exploited and
abused. I've just tried to point that
out.”

Moushumi has so far been recog-
nised predominantly as a commer-
cially viable actor. This movie high-
lights a side of her that is refreshing
and encouraging. Clad in rags and au
natural as Sakina, she has never
looked better. Her histrionics and
silent expressions were effective.
Humayun Faridee is perfect as Jabbar.
But then again, that should not come
as a surprise. Veteran actor Nasima
Khan as the village midwife is credible.
The songs used in the film did not
seem out of place. A couple of the
songs by singer Kanak Champa and
Moushumi herself, are easy to the ear.

The film is currently running at Star
Cineplex, Bashundhara City.
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Star Cineplex turns one

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

One of the leading movie theatres in Dhaka, Star Cineplex at

Bashundhara City, celebrated its first anniversary yesterday.
On the occasion, eminent personalities related to film and media were

invited to the Cineplex. Dr
Muhammad Mahbubur
Rahman, Chairperson of Bangla-
desh Film Censor Board, also the
Secretary of Ministry of Informa-
tion, was the chief guest of the
event. The list of special guests
included Abu Abdullah, Vice
Chairperson, Bangladesh Film
Censor Board, noted filmmaker
Tareque Masud, Esrarul Haque,
executive director of Channel-i,
renowned actor and member of
Bangladesh Film Censor Board,
Ashrafuddin Ahmed Ujjal and
film producer Matiur Rahman.
The event ended with a spe-
cial screening of the movie
Sahara, which is currently run-

Stars snub American
Music Awards

Kelly Rowland of Destiny's Child and
Mariah Carey were among the few big-
name entertainers to showup last Tuesday
night to accept their trophies at the Ameri-
canMusicAwards.

“This feels very awkward being up here
by myself,” Rowland said as she accepted
the favourite band trophy in the soul-R&B
category for her now- defunct group. The
band also won for soul-R&B album for
Destiny Fulfilled.

Carey, who sang the show's opening
song, Don 't forget about us, won for favour-
itefemale artiste in the soul-R&B category.

Still, it was a setback for the pop diva
who was nominated four times -- more
thanany other artiste.

Conspicuous in their absence were
former Destiny's Child members Michelle
Williams and Beyoncé Knowles, and
award winners Green Day, Kelly Clarkson
and Black Eyed Peas, who each won two
awards.

Mariah Carey performing at
the show

Green Day won top pop-rock album for their political manifesto American Idiot.
The Black Eyed Peas won favourite group in both the rap and hip-hop categories.
Clarkson won the favourite adult contemporary artiste award.

50 Cent's The Massacrewon the favourite rap/hip-hop album award, while Eminem

won favourite malehip-hop artiste.

The Cool Jazz presentation
by The Core

A wonderful evening of fusion music

ERSHAD KamoL

It was an amazing experience for the
Bangladeshi music enthusiasts to
attend a presentation of fusion of
western jazz and eastern classical
music by the Cool-Jazz band from
Norway.

What made this jazz different from
the other western forms of music is the
use of improvisation. Jazz improvisa-
tion is the process of spontaneously
creating fresh melodies with repeating
cycle of chord changes in a tune. The
improviser may depend on the con-
tours of the original tune, or solely on
the possibilities of the chords' harmo-

started with the same tune by saxophon-
ist Kjeti Moster and bansi player
Kanhman Singh. Later, piano, bass and
drums were added to the tune. With the
rhythm and harmony provided by the
instruments, Fateh Ali on sitar created
variations. The structure was flexible.
The interesting part of this composition
was the improvisation of Prasanjit's
tabla and Ali's sitar. The duo took the
tune to various directions depending on
theinspiration ofthe moment.

The second fusion was based on a
composition titled Indian Song.
Kanhman Singh's melody on flute
seemed to move the audience. The
flexible structure of fusion in the compo-

harmony while the saxophonist used
chords and tone centres to inspire new
solo presentation.

In the fifth presentation, sitar player
Fateh Ali rendered a Tarana while
playing an evening raga on the sitar.
Initially two artistes -- sax player and
bansi player -- created a new tune
inspired by the original melody, har-
mony and structure, but representing
their unique creative passions. Being
inspired by the harmony, under compo-
sition guidelines the sax player's sponta-
neous melodic phrasing amazed the
audience.

Artistes performing at the programme

nies. Similarly the eastern Classical
music genre is also an improvised
presentation of ragas.

Members of the Cool-Jazz band --
double bassist Steinar Rakness, saxo-
phonist Kjeti Moster, pianist Erlend
Slettevoll and drummer Espan Aalberg -
- during their Asia tour, created fusion
with Indian classical instrumentalists --
tablaplayer Prasanjit Mitra, bansi (flute)
player Kanhman Singh and sitar player
Fateh Ali. As part of their tour, the choir
performed the first show on November
25atthe National Theatre Stage, Bangla-
desh ShilpakalaAcademy.

The musicians spontaneously
created a very intricate form of theme
and variation. The first presentation was
based on a Norwegian composition,
titled Ileum of Dance. The composition

sition gave the tabla player Prasanjit an
opportunity to display his mastery of
differentrhythmson tabla.

The third fusion titled The Rustic
Core, based on Puria Dhaneswari, an
evening raga, created a surrealistic
atmosphere through the melody of
bansiand saxophone. The composition,
initslatter part, sophisticatedly adopted
the rhythms of brushes and drums
played by EspanAalberg.

The title of the fourth composition
was Pharaoh, where the audience got
the essence of jazz. Improvised melody
occurred when musicians -- double
bassist, pianist and drummer used slurs,
alternate notes and syncopationin order
to recreate the melody in new and
interesting ways. On stage piano, bass
and drums provided the rhythm and
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In the final fusion, instrumentalists of
Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy (BSA) -
- sarod player Yousuf Khan, bansiplayer
Monir, tabla player Meher Hossain and
dotaraplayer Ashutosh Shill -- joined the
fusion. The superb performance of the
instrumentalists at the event was an
unusual and well-liked escape from the
traditional music orchestra concerts in
Bangladesh.

The two-day concert was organised
by Royal Norwegian Embassy in associ-
ation with BSA. State Minister for Cul-
tural Affairs, Begum Selima Rahman
inaugurated the show. Royal Norwegian
Ambassador, Aud Lise Norheim and
Director General of BSA, Ahmed Nazir
were the special guests at the event.

“Mr Miyagi” of The Karate Kid is no more

AP, Los Angeles

Actor Pat Morita, best known for
helping teach a boy martial-arts
mastery through household chores
as the wise “Mr Miyagi” in The
Karate Kid, has died. He was 73.

There were conflicting reports
about the cause of the death. His
daughter, Aly Morita said he died
Thursday of heart failure at a Las
Vegas hospital; longtime manager
Arnold Soloway said the actor died
of kidney failure at a hospital while
awaiting a transplant.

His wife of 12 years, Evelyn, said
in a statement that her husband,
who first rose to fame with a role on

had “dedicated his entire life to

His role in the 1984 film, The
Karate Kid defined his career. As
Kesuke Miyagi, the mentor to Ralph
Macchio's “Daniel-san,” he taught
karate while trying to catch flies
with chopsticks and offering such
advice as “wax on, wax off” to help
Daniel improve his karate hand
movements while doing his chores.

A generation of young fans mim-
icked Morita's famous “crane kick”
technique from the finale of the
movie. “Forever my Sensei,”
Macchio said, referring to Morita's
rolein The Karate Kid.

The role earned Morita an Acad-
emy Award nomination for best

ningat the Cineplex. Source: Internet the popular TV show Happy Days, actingand comedy.” supportingactor.
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