DHAKA SATURDAY NOVEMBER 26, 2005

0

A

POLITAN/NEWS

The Baily Star

MIGRANT WORKERS
‘No govt step
to protect
their rights’

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Although the migrant workers are
making significant contributions to the
national economy through sending
huge amount of remittance, the govern-
ment is not taking any appropriate
measures to protect their rights, said the
speakersataseminaryesterday.

They also criticised the World Trade
Organisation for not keeping any provi-
sion to protect the rights of migrant
workers in Mode-4 of General
Agreements on Trades in Services
(GATS), which has a provision only for
the skilled workers to migrate to the
developed countries.

The seminar was organised by the
Welfare Association of Repatriated
Bangladeshi Employees (Warbe) in
association with Actionaid Bangladesh
at Dhaka Reporters Unity auditorium
marking the International Day for the
Elimination of Violence Against
Women.

"The government appreciates the
remittance of the overseas workers, but
does not take any initiatives to protect
their rights," said TIM Zahid Hossain,
chief of Social Rights and Justice Unit of
Actionaid.

There are many unscrupulous
agencies and brokers who charge extra
money and even give false promises of
better salaries, which is why the workers,
especially the unskilled female workers
feel cheated inforeignlands.

"If the government can ensure their
security, the remittance would be
double," he said, calling upon the
recruiting agencies to be responsible for
the protection of female migrants.

Presiding over the seminar Warbe
Chairman Syed Saiful Haque laid
emphasis on upgraded training on
domestic appliances and language of
the receiving countries as a means to
protecttheirrights.

Presenting a paper, Warbe Finance
Secretary Sheikh Abdullah Al Raji
stressed on the post migration manage-
ment of the female workers whom he
termed as the most profitable part of
migrant workers, as they require com-
paratively less money for migration, but
cansaveandsend more.

Bangladesh Obhibashi Mahila
Sramik Association (Bomsa) President
Lily Jahan, General Secretary Sheik
Romana, and Jago Nari Foundation
President Nurunnahar Mary also spoke
attheseminar.

‘No alternative
to independent
EC secretariat’

BDNEWS, Dhaka

For holding free and fair elections, there
is no alternative to an independent
Election Commission (EC) secretariat,
Election Commissioner AK Mohammad
Alisaidyesterday.

Talking to BDNEWS, Mohammad Ali
contradicted Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) Justice MA Aziz
who said that the EC is independent
enough and there is no need to make its
secretariat more independent.

The process and management of
elections are dependent on the EC, Ali
said, adding, "When there is any allega-
tion regarding any election, it is the EC
that has to shoulder the liabilities as it is
involvedinall electoral functions."

The EC secretariat should operate
under the EC that should have financial
freedom, hesaid.

Referring to the European Union's
allegations of vote rigging, Ali said, "As
the EC secretariat is under the prime
minister's secretariat, investigations
cannotbedoneindependently.”

Expressing dissatisfaction at the
overlooking ofhis opinion on preparinga
new voter list, he said, "Though the
constitution says that the Election
Commission will take decision collec-
tively, the CEC is doing everything at
will."

ATTACK ON JOURNOS
Actiontobe
taken against

policemen,
says DMP chief

UNB, Dhaka

Dhaka Metropolitan Police (DMP)
Commissioner Mizanur Rahman
yesterday said that action would be
taken against the policemen respon-
sible for the attack on journalists.

“A one-member probe commit-
tee of DMP Deputy Commissioner
(South) Mazhar is investigating the
incident and punitive action will be
taken against the offenders as soon
as the committee submits its report,”
hesaid.

Several journalists, including
Channel-i senior reporter Mahbub
Matin and cameraman Zahid
Siddique, were injured in the police
attack in front of National Press Club
during the opposition's grand rally at
Paltan Maidan on Tuesday.

Meanwhile, three intelligence
officials visited Zahid's Rampura
residence yesterday and enquired
him abouttheincident.

PHOTO: STAR
Bangladeshi Migrant Female Workers' Association forms a human chain in front of the High Court in the city yesterday demanding an end to trafficking in
women in the name of sending them abroad for jobs.

One in six women suffers from

domestic violence
WHO study reveals

BBC Online

Anew international study of domestic
violence says it is the most common
form of violence against women.

The study by the World Health
Organisation surveyed 24,000
women in 10 countries, including
Bangladesh, Japan, Brazil and
Ethiopia.

It found that one in six women
worldwide had suffered abuse, and
that violence was more prevalent in
poorer countries.

It also found that women in
poorer countries were more likely to
think the violence was justified.

Joy Phumaphi, assistant director-
general of family and community
health at the WHO, said governments
needed to recognise domestic vio-
lence as a problem and pass tough
laws againstit.

"What we want to accomplish is to
take domestic violence out of the
closet," shesaid.

The rates of women reporting
having been victims of physical or

sexual violence in their lifetime
varied from 15 percent in Japan to 71
percentin Ethiopia.

Intimate partner violence, as the
study calls it, is more common than
assault or rape by strangers or
acquaintances.

The percentage of woman who
had been physically or sexually
attacked by their partners in the
preceding year was 4 percent in
Japan and Serbia, compared with
between 30 percent and 54 percent in
Bangladesh, Ethiopia, Peru and
Tanzania.

Seven-year study

High rates of sexual abuse were
"particularly alarming" in regards to
the spread of HIV and Aids, the report
said.

Countries in North America and
Europe were not included in the
seven-year study, as they had been
the subject of previous studies.

Previous research found abuse
rates of about 20 percent in the US
and Canada, and 23 percent in
Sweden.

Researcher Lori Heise said it was
not clear what was behind the differ-
ences between richer and poorer
countries, but many of the areas with
higher rates were more rural, tradi-
tional communities where the prob-
lem had remained largely hidden.

Women there "have less power,
and it is more common for men and
women to believe that abuse is the
norm - as the norms change, rates do
down", she said.

Study co-ordinator Claudia
Garcia Moreno found one thing in
common everywhere - the violence
was often severe.

"We're talking about being
choked, being hit with the fists, being
dragged, being burned and up to half
of women in some sites reported
physicalinjury," she said.

Many women reported violent
attacks by their partners during
pregnancy.

Another big concern was the
secrecy that continued to surround
domestic violence -- up to half of the
women surveyed had never spoken

of theirsituation to anyone.

Some said they did not report the
violence because they considered it
normal. Some women even said their
husbands were justified in beating
them.

More than three-quarters of
women in urban areas in Brazil,
Japan, Namibia and Serbia said there
was no justification for domestic
abuse, but the figure dropped to
about one quarter in Bangladesh,
Ethiopia, Peruand Samoa.

The report also found that despite
the variations in abuse rates, victims
of physical or sexual abuse were
twice as likely to suffer from ill-health
than those who had notbeen abused.

"Women who have ever experi-
enced violence in their life end up
having much higher levels of all kinds
ofill-health, like poor general health,
like being suicidal, like having more
miscarriages, more abortions, long
after the violence happened,"”
researcher Henriette Jansen said.
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Temperature may fall
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period, Met Office said.

row.

Weather is likely to remain mainly dry with partly cloudy sky over the country
inthe next 24 hours as of 6:00pm today.
Slight fall in night temperature is expected over the country during the

Yesterday's highest temperature of 30.2 degree Celsius was recorded at
Teknafand thelowest of 13.5 degree at Srimongal.
The sun sets in the capital at 5:11pm today and rises at 6:22am tomor-

The highest and lowest temperature and humidity recorded in some
major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature Humidityin

in Celsius percentage

Max Min Morning  Evening

Dhaka 27.0 18.3 83 80
Chittagong 29.5 17.5 77 56
Rajshahi 21.8 18.1 98 92
Khulna 26.5 17.0 95 91
Barisal 275 174 100 94
Sylhet 29.0 16.7 66 76
Cox's Bazar 29.6 18.0 64 77

Chronic noise linked
to heart attack risk

Say researchers

REUTERS, London

Exposure to chronic noise on the
street and at work can increase the
risk of a heart attack, German
researchers said on Thursday.

Scientists at the Charite
University Medical Centre in Berlin
who studied the impact of noise on
health said it can increase stress
levels which may set off changes in
the body that can trigger a heart
attack.

"Chronic noise exposure carries
an increased risk of heart attack,"
said Dr Stefan Willich, a cardiologist
and director of the Institute for
Social Medicine at the centre.

PHOTO: STAR
Fair BCS Movement forms a human chain in front of the High Court in the city yesterday demanding cancellation of
the preliminary test of the 27th BCS examination as its questions were leaked.

"It is not as high as the risk from
smoking or high blood pressure but
itis significant," he told Reuters.

Cardiovascular disease is a lead-
ing cause of death in developed
countries. Smoking, high blood
pressure, raised cholesterol levels,
being overweight or obese and lack
of exercise increase the odds of
developing theillness.

Willich and his team found that
environmental noise from traffic
and airplanes raised the chances of
having a heart attack by nearly 50
percent for men and even more for
women.

Although women were not
affected by noise in the workplace, it
increased therisk of a heart attack by
athirdinmen.

Based on the findings which are
reported in the European Heart
Journal, the scientists believe work-
place ear protection levels should be
reduced from the current 85 decibels
widely used in western European
countries to between 65-75 decibels.

"Companies and industries
should consider lowering the
threshold for ear protection," said
Willich.

Sixty decibels is a typical noise
level in a busy large office while 85
decibels is equivalent to road con-
struction equipment, according to
the scientists.

They found that the risk of having
a heart attack did not rise with
increasing noise levels.

"This means we seem to be look-
ingata threshold at which risk occurs
and remains constant above this, and
this appears to be around 60 deci-
bels," according to Willich.

The researchers compared more
than 2,000 heart attack patients in 32
hospitals in Berlin between 1998 and
2001 and 2,000 other people admit-
ted for trauma or general surgery, to
determine the effect of noise on
heartattackrisk.

"If you know you have heart
disease, we feel you should be par-
ticularly cautious," Willich added.

EXPULSION OF HENA
Rajshahi BNP
hails move while
AL sees sign of
row in ruling

party

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Rajshahi

The expulsion of ruling BNP lawmaker
AbuHena from the party was the talk of
the town here in Rajshahiyesterday.

Hena was expelled for his remarks
against rise of Islamic militants under
the direct patronisation of a section in
therulingalliance.

Local BNP politicians hailed the
move terming it 'timely decision', but
common people described Hena as a
'brave politician'.

Awami League leader Sarder Amjad
Hossain, former AL state minister Prof
Zinnatun Nesa Talukhdar, Workers'
Party politburo member Fazle Hossain
Badsha and City AL General Secretary
AHM Khairuzzaman Liton told the
expulsion was a sign of 'terrifying row
inside BNP over coalition with anti-
liberation force --Jamaat'.

They expressed surprise over BNP
bid to protect the militants and law-
makers who previously sheltered
militants.

They said the incident exposed
BNP in a shambles with influences of
Jamaat and it would accelerate the fall
ofrulingalliance.

BNP leader Rajshahi City Mayor
Mizanur Rahman Minu, BNP law-
maker Nadim Mustafa, District BNP
President Azizur Rahman, General
Secretary Shish Md welcomed the step
saying it was a timely decision of the
party high command to maintain
discipline.

Sources close to Barrister Aminul
Haque, minister for post and telecom-
munication, told that a number of
leading politicians inside BNP and
their supporters incited Hena to make
the controversial comment before the
media.

"Barrister Aminul won the game of
expelling Abu Hena as he will get
unhindered opportunity to spread his
supremacy in local politics. Now Minu
will not go against Aminul taking
lessons from Hena," said a BNP top-
ranking leader on condition of ano-
nymity.

BNP workers in general and com-
mon people maintained that Hana,
who won Baghmara-Mohonpur
constituency for two times, was right.

Many BNP people in Baghmara and
Mohonpur took out processions
protesting the expulsion in the last two
days.

"Though late, Hena uttered the
truth which will encourage many
conscious politicians to do the right
job in this situation”, said a Rajshahi
University teacher.

Zia Ansari

passes away

UNB, Dhaka

TV personality Zia Ansari passed away
at his Lalmatia residence in the city
yesterday morning at the age of 63.

He left behind his mother, wife,
one son, one daughter and a host of
relatives and admires to mourn his
death.

He was buried at Mirpur
Intellectuals' Graveyard after a
namaz-e-janaza at Lalmatia Minar
Mosque, said a press release.

Born at Dewanganj in Jamalpur in
1942, Ansari joined the BTV as a
producerin 1967. Heretired in 1999.

Abdullah Al Farman
UNB, Dhaka

Abdullah Al Farman, noted sports
organiser, writer and drama director,
passed away due to liver cirrhosis at
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib Medical
University Hospital yesterday at the age
of47.

Farman, youngest brother of
Fisheries and Livestock Minister
Abdullah AlNoman, left behind his wife,
a daughter, a son and a host of relatives
and well-wishers to mourn his death.

A namaz-e-janaza for Abdullah Al
Farman was held at the minister's
Mintoo Road residence. Later, his body
was taken to his ancestral home at
Raozan in Chittagong for burial, said an
official release.

Death anniversary

Today is the 12th
death anniversary
of Advocate
Belayet Hossain,
says a press
release.

Amilad mabhfil
will be held at the
residence of his
eldest son, Mohammad Mosharraf
Hossain MP, at House # 2/A, Road # 104,
Gulshan, after asr prayers.

Relatives, well-wishers and friends
have been requested to attend the milad
Mahfil and pray for the salvation of the
departed soul.

Pest-resistant aubergine

in the offing

PINAKI ROY, back from Tamil Nadu

Aubergine farmers usually spray insecti-
cides on the standing crop 25 to 80 times
to control the borers, worms that cause
inner damage to the vegetables, causinga
serious threat to human health and
environment.

But developing transgenic auber-
gines, resistant to fruit and shoot borers,
has rekindled hopes among farmers that
theywillnolongerrequire pesticides.

This means consumers may soon
expect fresh vegetables on their dish free
frompesticidesresidues.

By the end of next year, aubergine
farmers in Bangladesh, India and the
Philippines will be able to harvest more
crops and scrap pesticides by adopting
genetically engineered varieties thatresist
voracious pests and fruit and shoot
borers.

This will be the outcome of a public-
private partnership undertaken by
Agricultural Biotechnology Support
Project, funded by the United States
Agency for International Development
(USAID) and run with the help of a con-
sortiumled by Cornell University.

The project is being implemented in
Bangladesh, Indiaand the Philippines.

Officials of Sathguru Management
Consultants and others involved in the
project discussed the latest agro-
biotechnological developments at a two-
day international journalists meet held in
Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu, India in mid-
November.

The scientists said small green larvae
of fruits and shoot borers that eat their
way into the plants cause widespread
damage as the shoots witherand the fruits
rotinside.

The damage starts at the nursery stage
and continues until the time of harvest,
thescientistssaid.

To combat the pests, biotechnologists
have genetically engineered aubergines
to produce 'bacillus thuringiensis' (Bt)
protein of their own that is toxic to pests

butnottohumansoranimals.

Vjay Raghavan, ABSP regional coordi-
nator, expressed the hope the techniques
of biotechnology may safely be applied in
aubergines.

The finally released seeds will be
available for commercial use to both rich
and poor farmers, he said. The partners of
the public sector in each country will look
after the distribution methods of the
seeds.

Now India is conducting the field trial
of the transgenic aubergines. It was seen
in the field that the transgenic vegetables
werefruitandshootborerfree.

“Nobody tastes the aubergines yet as
the Indian government has not okayed
consumption of these vegetables. Now
we harvest it and dump it in the ground,”
said Usha Barwale Zehr, joint director
(Research), Maharashtra Hybrid Seed
Company (MAHYCO).

Zehr said they are developing trans-
genic aubergine seeds for the farmers of
India, Bangladesh and the Philippines.

For Bangladesh the MAHYCO
researchers are developing transgenic
seedsof 19 Bangladeshivarieties.

Bangladesh Agricultural Research
Institute (Bari) has provided nine local
varieties, while East West Seed Company,
a private partner from Bangladesh, has
provided 10hybrid types.

Sources in the ABSP Bangladesh
chapter said Bari will look after and
examine the Bangladeshi varieties of the
seeds at the 'Contained Green House'
after gettingthose from the MAHYCO.

After that, the Bari will seek the gov-
ernment permission for field trial. On
completion of the trial, theaubergines will
go to the farmers for commercial cultiva-
tion.

“By the next year, Bari will get the
seeds and by the end of 2007 the vegeta-
bles will go to the fields for trial cultiva-
tion,” said Dr GP Das, country director of
ABSP Bangladesh chapter.

Advance Ad's protest

FROM PAGE 1

hegemony of Advance Ad” and termed
such statement 'an outright statement
to malign theimage of Advance AD'. The
rejoinder also protested that “As the PM's
son owns Advance Ad, nobody dares to
raise any questions about what they
alleged was 'the most obvious nepotism'
going on” and said the statement 'has no
purpose whatsoever other than to simply
tarnish and undermine the reputation
and image' of the PM's son and Advance
Ad.

“Since Advance Ad has no billboards
under the areas of DCC, the question of
paying taxes let alone evading taxes that
are to be paid to DCC does not arise,” it
said. The firm owns some billboards at
Bijoy Sharani which it 'constructed along
time before being granted the Dhaka City
beautification project' with permission
from Cantonment Board that owns the
land, said therejoinder.

By saying that billboards of other
companies being removed and inturn
other companies not being able to install
billboards because of Advance Ad, the
report aimed at damaging image of the
firm, said the rejoinder, adding the
Cantonment Board that has the owner-
ship of land from Airport Road to
Cantonment Golf Club 'has no record or
documentation of any kind stating
Advance Ad as the owner of any bill-
boards or unipoles situated on or near the
AirportRoad to Cantonment Golf Club'.
Bangladesh Railway that has the owner-
ship of a part of Airport Road has also no
record or documentation that Advance
Ad owns any billboard or unipoles on the
land, accordingto therejoinder.
OURREPLY
First point to be made is that our report
covers 'Outdoor Ad business' as a whole,
while the reply deals only with billboards,
especially those which are unipolar.

Itis incorrect that Advance Ad has no
outdoor advertisements on DCC land as
DCC officials corroborated the informa-
tion that Advance Ad has a number of
advertisements on DCC land such as
advertisements on road medians of Bijoy
Sarany. All road medians in the city are
ownbyDCC, the DCC officials said.

Besides, on the road median of Kazi
Nazrul Islam Avenue, close to the Saarc
fountain, the firm is installing a digital
(TV) screen board taking approval of

DCC's zone-6, DCC sources confirmed.
Another firm that had a board at the
space earlier was driven out on technical
grounds.

Advance Ad also has outdoor adver-
tisements on Railway land beside Airport
Road and Roads and Highways from
Airport up to Uttara, which the officials of
Advance Ad confirmed to The Daily Star
when contacted.

Generally an ad firm takes approval of
aspace to install advertisements from the
respective owner, either private or
government, of the land. Then the firm
sellsit to any company. So the question of
taking lease from other company does
not match with the existing tradition of
thisbusiness.

The Advance Ad's claim that the
question of paying tax to the DCC does
notarise if theland does not belongto the
DCCisnotcorrect.

According to rules, the ad firms must
pay taxes to the DCC for installing any
type of advertisement in either govern-
mentor privateland in the city.

Our report did not claim that there
was any 'official' relation with Arkay
Group.

AdvanceAd's claim thatits business is
less than Tk 3 crore from the outdoor ad
business is 'incredible' by those who
knowabout this business.

Only the ads on the Airport road are
worth at least Tk. 5 crore, according to
concerned business sources. Per adver-
tisement board costs Tk 10 to 15 lakh
yearly, atleast.

The DCC did not give Advance Ad the
job to beautify the area between Bijoy
Sarani and Agargaon Link road, like it did
with other organisations. The firm rather
chose the place themselves for commer-
cial benefit and the DCC had no option
buttogiveit 'permission.'

Advance Ad officials themselves told
The Daily Star earlier that they own the
boards installed near the Airport Road up
to Uttara, especially on the government
land including that of the Railway. The
firm later sold the space at Airport road to
a mobile phone company, the officials
confirmed.

Prior to the beautification project,
other firms also had legal advertisement
boards in Bijoy Sarani and Airport road.
These firms are out of business now.
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Discussion on Saarc

Jatiyatabadi Peshajibi Parishad
organises a discussion on 'Strong
Saarc is a must for peace, economic
development and political stability of
South Asia'. Venue: National Press
Club. Time: 3:00pm.

Discussion on film

Muntasir Media organises a discussion
on 'Obscenity in films: Role of
newspapers'. Venue: Biswa Sahitya
Kendra, Bangla Motor. Time: 4:30pm.

Reception

Dhaka University Teachers' Association
will accord a reception to 25
distinguished teachers of the University.
Venue: TSC auditorium. Time: 3:00pm.

Human chain

Barisal Bibhag Samity will form a human
chain demanding development of
Barisal division. Venue: Muktangon.
Time: 11:00am.

Cultural evening
North South University organises a
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cultural evening. Venue: Osmani
Memorial Hall. Time: 6:00pm.

IDEB anniversary

Institute of Diploma Engineers,
Bangladesh (IDEB) organises a cultural
evening to mark its 35th founding
anniversary. Venue: IDEB, Kakrail.
Time: 3:30pm.

Rotary Dhaka Karwan

Bazar

Regular meeting of Rotary Club of
Dhaka Karwan Bazar will be held.
Venue: La Vinci Hotel. Time: 6:00pm.

Rotary Dhaka Central

Regular meeting of Rotary Club of
Dhaka Central will be held. Venue:
Dhaka Club, Shahbagh. Time:
1:30pm.

Rotary Dhaka North

West

Regular meeting of Rotary Club of
Dhaka North West will be held.
Venue: Gourmet Garden Restaurent,
Dhanmondi. Time: 6:00pm.
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