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Gayle to miss
Test after
heart op

REUTERS, Sydney

West Indies batsman Chris Gayle is
out of this week's third Test against
Australia after undergoing corrective
surgery foraheart complaint.

The Jamaican was forced to retire
during the second test in Hobartwhen
his heart starting beating irregularly,
but he returned to the crease after a
short rest and made 56. After com-
plaining of dizziness he was diag-
nosed with anirregular heartbeat.

Gayle said the condition was not
serious and he initially planned to
have the problem fixed once he
returned home at the end of the tour.
But team officials said he decided to
have the procedure done in
Melbourne on Wednesday, ruling him
out of the final test, starting in
Adelaide on Friday.

West Indies manager Anthony
Howard said in a statement "We are all
happy to learn that his procedure was
asuccess."

Gayle is expected to be released
from the hospital today and should be
able toresume playing soon.

Heis the second WestIndies player
to be ruled of the Adelaide test within
the last 24 hours. Marlon Samuels was
also forced outwith akneeinjury.

No Razzaq for
third Test

Bangladesh 5-0
down in Iran

BDNEWS, Dhaka

Bangladesh conceded a 5-0 defeat to
Iran in the away match of the AFC U-
20 Football Championship qualifiers
in Tehranyesterday.

Bangladesh were trailing the first
half2-0.

Bangladesh finished the match
with nine players as striker Mithun
and midfielder Mamun were sent off
eitherside of the break.

The Bangladeshi youth team could
not perform well in chilly weather of
three to five degrees Celsius, accord-
ingto amessage received in Dhaka.

The second leg game will be held at
the Bangabandhu National Stadium
in Dhaka on November 27.

England
yet 7th

BBC/AFP, undated

PHOTO: AFP
Juventus striker Alessandro Del Piero celebrates after scoring the all-important goal for the Italian giants against
Belgium's FC Brugge during their UEFA Champions League match in Turin on Tuesday.

MU in uncharted territory
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United manager Sir Alex Ferguson
couldn't be too upset at the goalless
draw as his side failed to create too
many chances with Ronaldo missing
the clearest of them with aheader.
Benfica were equally shot shy
against Lille -- who sensationally beat

coach Fabio Capello was keener to
dismiss rumours about his future after
he had been linked with the Real
Madrid job with one radio station
claimingitwasadone deal.

"There is absolutely no truth in that
story," he said bluntly after Juve's
victory which sealed a place in the

he has twice been treated for depres-
sion -- continue as he rattled in his
third goal in as many Champions
League matches.

"It is great to have three
Champions League goals already,"
enthused Deisler.

England remain ninth in the latest
FIFA world rankings, meaning they are
still well-placed to gain a seeding for
the 2006 World Cup.

FIFA is expected to use the world
rankings and performances at the last
World Cup to calculate the seedings.

The Czech Republic have moved
up to second behind Brazil.

Scotland moved up one spot to
61st, Northern Ireland (101st)
advanced by three and Wales (72nd)
gained a place despite a friendly defeat
to Cyprus.

‘We can remain the same’

m Football

REUTERS, Madrid

Barcelona forward Ronaldinho sees no
reason why his side cannot continue
their sparkling run of form following
their performances against Real
Madrid and Werder Bremen.

"With the quality of players we have
I think we can carry on playing like this
for quitealongtime," the Brazilian told
reporters after Barca's 3-1 victory over
Bremen at the Nou Camp.

"With every game we win we are
happier and more confident and our
aimisto carry onlike this."

It was a seventh straight victory in
major competitions for the Spanish
champions, leaving them with the
statistic of 24 goals for and just two
against.

Ronaldinho, who masterminded
his side's stunning 3-0 win over arch-
rivals Real on Saturday, followed up his
Bernabeu masterclass with another

virtuoso display.

He scored one and set up the others
for midfielder Gabri and striker Henrik
Larsson to lead his side to a comprehen-
sivevictory that ensured them of top spot
inGroup C.

"I'm still young and I think I can get
better, that's why I work hard in train-
ing," said the Brazilian who is hot

RONALDINHO

favourite to be named European
Footballer-of-the-Year next week.

The performance against the
Germans was all the more impressive
because coach Frank Rijkaard ecided
to rest leading players such as top
scorer Samuel Eto'o, influentidl
playmaker Xavi and Argentine teen-
ager Lionel Messi.

"It's a pleasure to have a squad like
this because the way the team is work-
ing it means that whoever steps in to
the team performs at the same level as
everyone else," said the Dutchman.

Ronaldinho also gave his backing to
Rijkaard's policy of rotating the players
in his squad, saying that it helped to
strengthen the team.

"It is important that everyone
plays," he said. "The players that don't
usually play are never sad, they never
cause any problems and are always
keen to play. They are always there to
help us and that is what makes a win-
ning team.”

Gunners told to
stay on ground
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AFP, London

Arsene Wenger has warned his Arsenal

van Persie after the Dutch winger had
sprung their offside trap.

"It was a good quality game as long
as it was 11 against 11," reflected
Wenger.

"The referee had no choice but

Hosts take
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Sylhetand Rajshahiface Khulna.

SCORESIN BRIEFS

BARISAL: First innings 223 and
second innings (overnight 204-5)-
234 all out in 93.2 overs (Nafees 83,
Faruque 61, Hannan 36, Humayun 6,
extras 17; Alamgir 5-56, Shahajada 1-
64, Kamrul 2-25).

RAJSHAHI: First innings 307 and
second innings- 151 for 2in 37.4 overs
(Moniruzzaman 80, Farhad 51, extras
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Div Two hockey

Wenger said.
"It was important to finish the job

should have played more of our pass-
ing game," Arsenal defender Philippe

Fall of wkts: 1-54, 2-104, 3-108, 4-164,
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and see him bowl a few overs before
he can be considered for national
selection.”

Altaf said it was too early to say if
Razzaq would be fit in time for the
five-match one-day series starting on
December 10in Lahore.

Pakistan go into the third test
without pace bowler Shabbir Ahmed
after he was reported for a suspect
action and all rounder Shahid Afridi,
who picked up a one-match ban for
scuffing the pitchin the second test.

Barmy Army
dried up

REUTERS, Faisalabad

England's "Barmy Army" of travelling
cricket fans are used to basking in the
evening sunshine with a cold beer, as
theydiscuss the day's play.

Things are rather different,
though, for the 40 or so fans who have
followed England to Pakistan and are
having to adapt to another kind of
tour.

"Instead of being in a bar drinking
I'm finding myself sipping tea at some
stall at 10 in the evening," said Rob
Grace, a 34-year-oldlift engineer from
Northampton in central England.

Alcohol is officially banned for
Muslims in Pakistan and, even for
tourists, can be hard to find. British
newspapers reported that the conser-
vative city of Multan, where the first

Sir Alex Ferguson is confident that
Manchester United can keep their
Champions League campaign alive by
beating Benfica in Lisbon next month.

Shrugging off another goalless
European display from his side in
Tuesday's draw with Spanish side
Villarreal, the Scot voiced optimism
that his youngsters could come
through what will be an extremely
testing examination without the
steadying presence of the recently
departed Roy Keane.

"Obviously we have a big job now
in Benfica," Ferguson said. "It is a
game we have to win and, for the last
game in the group, it is quite an
unusual situation forus."

The open nature of Group D, in
which all four teams will go into their
final matches knowing that victory will
put them into the knockout stage, gave
Ferguson grounds for his optimism, as
well as a performance here that he
judged much better than the scoreline
suggested.

"They proved their worth in terms
of the experience they had at the back,
that was the strength of their team and
theywere very committed.

"But I think the main attacking
thrust was always from us and we were
abitunluckywith the chances we had.

"Itis easy tosay thatwe didn'tscore
a goal but we played a lot of good
football at times and I think we
deserved better."

Ferguson's tone was appropriately
measured for, despite Wayne

outings this season.

The home side's chances were
scarce once more on Tuesday but
sufficient to have secured a victory
that would have left them in a much
more comfortable position in the
group.

Lille's draw with Benfica in
Tuesday's other Group D match
means United could yet squeeze into
the last 16 with a draw, but only if
Villareal beat the French side in their
final match.

Portugal winger Cristiano Ronaldo
squandered the best of United's
chances here, failing to hit the target
with a free header from eight yards out
mid-way through the second half.

"It was a good chance," Ferguson
admitted. "He is a good header of the
ball and you would expect him to
score."

Deprived of their leading scorer
Diego Forlan and playmaker Juan
Roman Riquelme, Villarreal needed
outstanding performances from
goalkeeper Mariano Barbosa and
centreback Gonzalo Rodriguez to keep
United at bay, but their coach Manuel
Pellegrini felt his side had merited
their point.

"In the first half, Manchester
United played at a very high tempo
and they pushed us back but in the
second half we controlled the game
better and overall I think we deserved
adraw," hesaid.

Keane's abrupt departure from Old
Trafford last week was marked by a few
chants from the supporters who had

against whom he earned a first
Europeanred card in September.

Within three minutes, the England
forward had had three shots on goal.

The first, after he had swivelled on
Cristiano Ronaldo's cross and
squeezed between two defenders, was
kept out by an excellent close range
block from Barbosa.

The second, from 25 yards, spun
wide and the third would have given
Barbosa more work to do if Ruud van
Nistelrooyhad notgotin theway.

That was pretty much it however in
terms of clear chances until Ferguson
introduced Park Ji-Sung for Darren
Fletcher ten minutes into the second
half.

Five minutes later, Rooney pre-
sented the Korean with the opportu-
nity to put United ahead, but Gonzalo
came to Villarreal's rescue with a good
block.

Park, at least, had managed to
direct his effort goalwards. An even
more inviting chance was to be
spurned by Ronaldo, who could only
manage the faintest of contacts on
Wes Brown's cross with just over 20
minutes left to play.

Gary Neville's introduction for the
final quarter of an hour lifted the crowd
but Keane's likely successor could not
galvanise his teammates.

Rooney almost provided a dra-
matic finale when he cracked a fierce
half-volley fractionally over with three
minutes remaining. But Villarreal,
tough nuts that they are, never looked
like being cracked open.

Sangha, Rayer Bazar.

GROUP B: Police, PWD, Dhaka Young
Star, East End Green.

GROUP C: Uttara Hockey Club,
Dilkusha, Tejgaon Agragami, Dhaka
Hockey Club.

Brazilian TT
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as a coach earlier this year. I have
already visited Venezuela, Argentina,
Peru and Guatemala for it. This time, I
have a 35-day mission to Malaysia,
Bangladesh, Pakistan and parts of
Europe.

“Iwill work about coach's education
and talk with senior players in
Bangladesh and give them a few tips
during myshortstay.”

Bangladesh chase
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who is now with the team as man-
ager, was excited by the youngsters'
performances in the match, espe-
cially the way they chased a huge
total.

“It was not easy to chase a huge
total on the low-bouncing wicket
but the young guys showed unbe-
lievable temperament, which is not
common in our cricket,” excited
Faruque told the Daily Star Sport
over the telephone.

The former national captain
heaped much praised on young
opener Tamim. “It was a fantastic
experience for me to watch such
brilliant batting from a young

starts."

Arsenal made hard work of break-
ing down Thun after their defender
Armand Deumi was dismissed in the
34th minute for pulling down Robin

secure a slot in the UEFA Cup with a
drawin their final group match against
SpartaPrague in the Czech Republic.

Umpires: Simon Taufel (AUS) and
Darrell Hair (AUS)

TVumpire: Nadeem Ghouri (PAK)
Match referee: Roshan Mahanama
(SRI)

National
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enjoyed superior ball possession,
Bulbul almost doubled the lead in
similar fashion nine minutes later
with a through from Ghanaian
booter Ibrahim.

But Aminul left his line to block
the ball but the goalkeeper picked a
minor injury in his mouth. His
replacement Biplab handed over the
second goal to Bulbul as soon as the
game resumed. Picking up Biplab's
feeble freekick -- his first touch on
the ball -- from inside the box,
Bulbul raced past Rajani to neatly
place aleftfooterinto the near post.

With the defence already in
tatters, the national team almost
conceded a third but Bulbul denied
himself a hattrick, placing the ball
just wide from a handshaking dis-
tance.

The men in red then began to
regroup and Matiur Munna rattled
the crossbar before Farhad split the
rival defence, but skipper Joy and
Ujjal both failed to convert the
chancesininjury time.

booters survive

Unlike their first exhibition
match against Mohammedan,
which the national team won 2-1 last
week, the Argentine coach kept his
best eleven on the pitch, showing
desperation to win the game.

Although they looked slower and
penetrated less before the break, it
did not take long to reduce the
margin. It was veteran Alfaz, playing
in the midfield, who struck first
when he headed home Arman's
corner from the right in the 65th
minute.

Three minutes later, it was again
Alfaz who nodded a darting cross
from overlapping rightback Hassan
Al Mamun into the near post. With
Abahani tiring out, the national
team pressed hard but substitute
Kanchan's effort hit the base of the
upright before Sujan leaped high in
the air to head another corner by
Arman past goalkeeper Nizam for
the 75th minute match-winner.

After the match, the 41-year-old
Argentine coach denied media
reports that he had said he might not

return to Bangladesh after the Xmas
vacation because 'he was unhappy'
with the federation.

“I was angry for some reasons
yesterday but I never said I am
leaving Bangladesh,” Cruciani said
while the reporters queried about
some press reports published yes-
terday.

“I am thinking of nothing but
football and I am happy that the
boys innovated something and took
the aerial way to score,” he said
about the headed goals.

“It was a bit difficult for us early
because the opposition, especially
their foreign players, were not in
exhibition-match mood. They did
some hard tackles and I became
worried about injuries. I even
requested their management to
slowdown,” he informed.

The national team will play their
third and final warm-up match at
the same venue against Brothers
Union on December 1.
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