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Faruque Ahmed
A popular face in TV plays

Musical Soiree

Title: Solo recital

Artiste: Anisur Rahman
Venue: National Theatre Stage,
Shilpakala Academy

Date: November 13, at 6pm

Film Screening

Title: Hybrid Forms, New Trends in the
Documentary Film

Organiser: Goethe-Institut with
cooperation with Zahir Raihan Film
Society

Venue: Goethe-Institut, House 10,
Road 9, Dhanmondi

Date: November 08-10

Schedule

November 09

4:30pm  The Last Documentary
Film

5:45pm  Divine Obsession

6:15pm  Master Game
November 10

4:30pm  TheHousewife's Flower
6:00pm  Vacancy

6:20pm  Vagabonding Images

Title: Films by Andrei Tarkovsky
Organiser: Russian Cultural Centre in
cooperation with Federation of Film
Societies of Bangladesh

Venue: Russian Centre of Science
and Culture, House 510, Road 7,
Dhanmondi

Date: November 13-15

Korean Cultural

Festival

Programme: 2005 Korean Taekwondo
Tournament

Venue: Mirpur Sports Stadium

Date: November 18

Classical Music

Organiser: Goethe-Institut with
cooperation with Panchaswar

Venue: National Museum Auditorium
Date: November 20, at 6pm

Photography Exhibition
Occasion: 100th anniversary of the
capital of the Republic of Tatarstan the
city of Kazan

Venue: Library, Russian Cultural
Centre House 510, Road 7,
Dhanmondi

Date: November 17

Exhibition

Title: Art Expo-2005: 60 Small
Formats

Artist: AHM Matlub Ali

Venue: Zainul Gallery, Institute of Fine
Arts, DU

Date: November 18-24

Book Exhibition

Occasion: 90th birth anniversary of
Russian writer Konstantin M Simonov
Venue: Library, Russian Cultural
Centre House 510, Road 7,
Dhanmondi

Date: November 15-30

Occasion: 70th birth anniversary of
Russian poet and writer Larisa N
Vasilieva

Venue: Library, Russian Cultural Centre
House 510, Road 7, Dhanmondi

Date: November 06-14

ERSHAD KAMOL

OR his appearance on the

small screen as a comic actor,

Faruque Ahmed has attained
recognition amid the audience. At
present he is acting in three mega-
serials -- Mia Bari, Nibhrite Nire and
Nire Tar Nil Dheu. Moreover, like
other productions directed by
renowned dramatist-director
Humayun Ahmed, Faruque Ahmed
has donned a humorous role in the
tele-film Rupali Ratri, which was
recently aired on channel i as part of
the Eid-special programmes.

Does he prefer comic roles?
Faruque says, “Iloveactingand forme
the type of the character is never an
issue. In Bangladesh, most of the
directors do not want to go for much
experiment. When an actor clicks at a
certain type of character, the directors
repeatedly cast him for similar roles.
That is why viewers watch me mostly
doing comic roles. However, lately
director Humayun Ahmed has been
offering me some experimental roles.”

Faruque Ahmed performs in
several TV plays, tele-films or full-
length films directed by Humayun
Ahmed. To quote Faruque, “We have a
very good understanding and as a

City dwellers often face a lot of problems
and predicaments which is why | try to provide some
comic relief through my acting

---Faruque Ahmed
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result it synchronises well. He knows
my potentials and I like his way of
working. As a playwright, Humayun
Ahmed has a wonderful sense of
humour, which I can portray with
ease.”

“As a director Humayun Ahmed
has his unique style. He knows how to
achieve accuracy and perfection
through his actors. Thatis why I prefer
his plays to those of other play-
wrights” adds Faruque.

Faruque has had extended experi-
ence in the theatre arena as well. He
started his acting career when he was
a student. Founder member of
Jahangirnagar Theatre, Faruque
Ahmed joined Dhaka Theatre in 1983.
From then on Faruque has performed

in 12 stage plays like Keramat Mangol,
Kirtan Khola, Chaka, Hath Hodai,
Bonopangshul, Prachya.

Faruque Ahmed has recently
emerged as a TV playwright. His play
Uchcha Bangshiyo Patro Chai, a single
episode comedy, has been well
received by the viewers. Faruque says,
“I prefer writing comedies. City dwell-
ers often face a lot of problems and
predicaments which is why I try to
provide some comic relief through my
acting.”

Nimco introduces certificate
course on film direction

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

National Institute of Mass Communi-
cation (Nimco) has introduced a six-
month certificate course on film
direction. The aim of the course is to
create proficient directors and techni-
cal crews. The course includes theo-
retical and practical training on direc-
tion, cinematography, editing and
others.

“Because of limited quality direc-
tors, we don't produce much standard
cinema. More than 2500 films have
been released in the last 50 years.
However, only a few of those movies
are up to the mark. Our film industry
can take a proper shape, when a good
number of standard movies will be
released. To achieve that goal, we need
more than a handful of quality direc-
tors and technical crews. That is why
Nimco has taken this initiative,” said
M Hamid, course director of the
programme as well as the director
(Training), Nimco.

Hamid adds, “Initially 25 students
will be selected for the certificate
course. It is just the beginning. We
have an elaborate plan. Following this
certificate course, we hope to intro-
duce a diploma course on film direc-
tion.”

Renowned filmmakers of the
country like Murshedul Islam, Tanvir
Mukammel, Muksedul Bari, Manzar-e
Hassin Murad, Shibli Sadik, M Hamid

Instructors of Nimco at an earlier training session

and others are invited as instructors
for the course. A good number of
foreign experts are also expected to
take classes. To quote Hamid, “Nimco
has affiliation with Asia Pacific Insti-
tute of Broadcasting Development
(APIBD). They have shown interest to
lend us a hand by providing experts
from its other associate countries.
Moreover, we are communicating
with experts from Germany and
France.”

Besides training the freshers,
Nimco will arrange short courses for
professionals. Hamid says, “There are
many professional directors and
technical crews in the country who do
not have academic background in
filmmaking. We will arrange short
courses for them to provide them
sound knowledge on filmmaking.

The certificate course will begin
from November 22.

Cinema Cinema

Gautam Ghosh starts his Yatra
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The Bollywood bug seems to have
finally bitten internationally acclaimed
Bengali director Gautam Ghosh.

His next Hindi film Yatra will feature
Rekhaand Nana Patekarinlead rolesin
the story of a famous writer and a
fictional female character who comes
to life.
The movie will be part of realism and

part fantasy with Rekha, who had
reigned for more than a decade in
Bollywood, in the role of the female
muse to the author which is to be
played by Patekar.

According to Ghosh, the role of the
writer's wife will be enacted by another
Bollywood actor Deepti Naval but hers will
beawhollyreal-lifeone.

Rekha is widely known for her superb

performances in films like Umrao Jaan
directed by Muzaffar Ali and Silsila
with superstar Amitabh Bachchan.
Recently she made a cameo appear-
ance in the film Parineeta where she
performs atanightclub songsequence.
Yatra will be Ghosh's fourth Hindi
feature film after Paar starring
Naseeruddin Shah and Shabana Azmi,
Patang and Gudia for which he had
won the national award for best film in
1997.

Ghosh said he is making Yatra in
Hindji, because the subject, the charac-
ters and the setting called for it and he
wanted to reach out to a larger audi-

ence. He said Patekar was engrossed
with the film's subject and Rekha was
really moved by the script as if she
could identify with the travails of the
character she is playing -- Lajwanti.
Deepti Naval also liked her role and the
idea, said the director.
Asked why he chose Rekha and Patekar
for the lead roles, Ghosh said he felt
Rekha embodies the enigmatic per-
sona of Lajwanti due to her mystic
celluloid image while Patekar could
bring alive the predilections and
feelings of a creative person having
suchavastrepertoire of differentroles.

The setting of Yatra will be
Telangana region of the southern state
of Andhra Pradesh, known for peas-
ants' uprising against feudal exploita-
tions. Early in his career, Ghosh had
made a feature film in Telugu
Mabhoomi with Telangana as its
setting.

Compiled by Cultural Correspondent

Spider-Man's new nemesis

After a long wait, Sony Pictures has finally released a publicity
photograph fromits much-awaited Spider-Man 3.

After fervent speculation regarding which Spider-Man villains
will feature in the highly anticipated sequel, it is now officially
clear that Thomas Haden Church will star as Flint Marko, also
known as 'The Sandman'.

Topher Grace (That 70's Show) has also been announced as a
villain, and comic fans feel he is likely to play 'Venom' or 'Electro’.

Church last starred in the critically-lauded Sideways, and won
anAcademyAward nomination for the film.

Third in a $1.5 billion franchise, the film will see Tobey
Maguire and Kirsten Dunst reprise their roles as Spider-Man and
Mary Jane Watson respectively. Sam Raimi, director of the first
two mega-blockbusters, will be at the helm of 3.

Spider-Man 3, scheduled for release on May 4, 2007, is cur-
rently under pre-production.

Supermodel “gets fat” to
experience obesity

Supermodel Tyra Banks has made a career out of
turning heads with her voluptuous body, sensu-
ous strut and skimpy outfits. When she donned a
“fatsuit” that gave the appearance that the slender
Banks weighed 350 pounds, heads turned, too.
But this time, she faced laughter, stares and nasty

comments.

“The people that were staring and laughing in
my face -- that shocked me the most,” Banks said.
“As soon as I entered the store -- when I went
shopping -- I immediately heard snickers. Imme-

diately!Ijustwas appalled and hurt!”

Banks wore the fat suit for an upcoming epi-
sode of her talk show, The Tyra Banks Show. In
addition to shopping and riding the bus wearing
the suit, she went on three blind dates, which will

alsoairontheshow.

“One of them was so outright rude and hurt-

ful!” she said ofher dates.

Banks asked her date what his parents would

treatmentshe endured.

said.

And if the tables were turned, Banks claims she
would be more accepting of a man with a little

morearound the middle.

scheme of what's attractive.”

think if he brought her home. He responded:
“They'llbelike: 'What'swrongwith you?"”

At the end of her 15-hour fat suit stunt, Banks
had the luxury of taking off her costume and
returning to her supermodel figure. She said she
hopes people will learn a lesson from the poor

“There's no excuse for rudeness. There's no
excuse for ugliness. And there's no excuse for
nastiness and that's what I experienced,” Banks

“I think people are way less judgmental
about chunky guys,” Banks said. “And women
are just -- we are so much broader in our
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