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E Ahamed to
replace Natwar
at Saarc meet

PALLAB BHATTACHARYA, New Delhi

.

delegation at the Saarc foreign :

ministers’ meeting in Dhaka on

13th Saare summit.

“his pnrtfuun of External Affairs *

“Ministef on Monday, official
sourcessaid yesterday.

ing a top-level consultation with
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh.

*ing the negotiations to secure the
. release of three Indians who were

the Saarc response to addregs this
majorproblem.” |

“Combating terrorism is a task
that South Asia needs to pursue
relentlessly, This issue has been in
the international and regional
spotlight for very understandable
compelling reasons,” Morshed
Khan said at a press briefing at the
foreign ministry ahead of the Saarc
Summit.

He said the Dhaka summit will
finalise /the modality for imple-
menting the additional protocol to
combat terrorism being faced by
the South Asiannations.

Citing the examples of the USA,
European countries, Bangladesh,
India and Pakistan, he said, “Every
country in the world is facing ter-

mr?s ]
[‘No country can tackle it indi-
vidually and it needs collective
efforts regionally and internation-
ally to, combat terrorism,” Khan
éaid adding that Bangladesh has

M Morshed Khan

ratified 12 United Nations (UN)
anti-terrorism conventions,
reflecting her commitment to
combat this menace.

At the curtain-raiser briefingas: *
Dhaka is completely ready to host

the twice-postponed summit, he
said regional cooperation in South
Asia today is not only necessary to

Asia today is not only necessary
to safeguard the South Asian inter-
ests in an intensely competitive

globalised world, but also to

address the challenges internal to
South Asia.

The foreign minister called for
collective actions to address the
internal challenges of regional

“dimensions. He said the summit

will allow the leaders of the Saarc
countries to havea freshlook at the
rich and comprehensive Saarc
agenda and to initiate actions for
tangible improvement in the life of
1.5 billion South Asians,

On the implementation of
South Asian Free Trade Area (Safta)
gigned at the 12th summit in
Islamabad last year, he said some
outstanding issues still need to be
sorted out and the summit will be
an imporiant occasion to have
concrete guidance to satisfactorily

address theseissues,
SEE PAGE 2 COL 8

India for economic union,

-4 + PALLAB BHATTACHARYA, New Delhi
E Ahamed will head the Indian -

India yesterday. said it favoured a

_ : South Asian Economic Union and
November 11, a day ahead of the :

would back Afghanistan’s induction

: as a member of Saarc at the summit
. Ahamed, a senior leader of :
* Indian Union of Muslim League :
‘who hails from Kerala, replaces K :
Natwar Singh who was relieved of :

of the seven-nation regional group in
Dhakalater thisweek. '

“We will welcome Afghanistan
as a member of Saarc,” Minister of
State for External Affairs EAhamed,

: who will represent India at the
. Saarc Ministerial meeting on

Sources said Ahamed was cho- -
sen for the Dhak&meeting follow-

.

November 11, said in New Delhi.
The issue of Afghanistan's entry

. into Saarc is expected to be taken

¢ upduringthe Dhakameet.
Ahamed undertook key diplo- :
‘matic assignments before includ- :

Ahamed, who will fly to Dhaka
tomorrow, said, “Saarc should be

: strengthened and also developed

. Jddnnpped in Iraq while working :
; SEEPAGE 15COLS :

. Trafﬁc restricted
on certaln city
--mads till Nov 14

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

from Saturday, Dhaka
Mmapolitan Police (DMP) has
“testricted  traffic movement on
* certain ity roads from November7
514 as part of the unprecedented
1ty measures for the seven-
3 n;nnet
ALy " Streets adjacent to the summit
wenuesandplaces of accommoda-
' tion of the Saarc delegates and the
| 'tteetﬂ of theéir movement will
~ come. under the restriction. The
. Special Branch, however, will issue
| special passes for some vehicles to

- plythesestreets.

The Dhaka Metropolitan Police
YDMP) restricted the wehicular
movement on the roads west and
north to the Hotel Sheraton from
‘November 7 to November 14, on
. the roads passing Bangladesh-

China Friendship Centre, Sher-e-
Bangla Nagar, Lake Road, and Zia
‘Uddyan crossing to Agargaon Light
Crossing from November 7 to
November 11 and on the roads of
A SEE PAGE 15 COL 4

Gayoom the lone
‘participant of all
summits
- UNB, Dhaka

President of the Maldives
Maumoon Abdul Gayoom has
made a new history by making his
presence in all the Saarc summits
sineeitslaunchingin Dhakain 1985,
He attended the first summit
‘along with six other heads of state
and g\}c]gr;nlgnéf'r;siéent HM
0 ades ng Jigme
heWan chukoruhumﬁprgagc
ster Rajiv Ghanbdhi of India,
ng Birendra Bir Bikram Shah Dev
ipal, President Gen Ziaul Hug
i_'-'-P; kistan and President
HY eneofSriLanka.
.in 16 last two decades, some of
th fﬂ).mding leaders of the Saarc
eﬂhls assed away, assassinated or
‘ousted from power.
"The 68-year-old President
_Gayoom attended all the 12 Saarc
summits and is scheduled to
attend the 13th summit in Dhaka
onNovember12-13,

R '
~ With the 15th Saarc Summit due

: as an economically integrated

communityin South Asia.”

Observing that Prime Minister
Manmohan Singhhimselfis a great
proponent of economic integra-
tion of the countries in the region
s0 that all can reap the bengfits, he
said, “All our neighbours can
become partners in India's pros-
perity.”

“We also wish thatall our neigh-
boursshouldlookupon indiaas an
opportunity in terms of economic
benefit and also as a country hav-
ing secientific and technological
advancement with a robust econ-
omy and a very large investment
possibility.”

This will' certainly throw up
opportunities to the neighbotiring
countries to develop their own
economies with India's partner-
ship, Ahamed said.

“Therefore, a South Asia

Kabul's induction

MinisterofState for External Affairs

Economic Union envisaging inte-
gration of these countries will
always be helpful to Saarc member
countries,” he added.

He said when South Asian coun-
tries become dynamic in their
development and economic
advancement, only then these
countries could be part of the
larger Asian development commu-
nity.

Meantime, external affairs
ministry sources said India would
table a slew of new proposals in
textile, civil aviation, healthcare
and sports sectors to give a new
impetus to Saarc at the Dhaka
summit.

The proposals would also cover
education and handicraft as areas
for cooperation among seven

SEE PAGE 15 COL 4
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Foreign secys
start arriving

DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

Ahead of the 13th Saarc Summit,
foreign secretaries of the Saarc
member countries have started
arriving in Dhaka to attend the
two-day 31st Session of the Saarc
Standing Committee beginning
this afternoon.

Bangladesh Foreign Secretary
and Chairman of the 31st Session
of the Standing Committee
Hemayetuddin will chair the meet-
ing to be held at Sheraton Hotel,
which will review the agenda and
reports approved by the
Programming Committee. .

Deputy Minister of Foreign
Affairs of Maldives Ms Aminath
Mohamed' Didi, Foreign Secretary
of Pakistan Riaz Mohammed Khan,
Acting Foreign Secretary of Nepal
Nabin Bahadur Shrestha and
Foreign Secretary of Bhutan Ms
Neten Zagmo arrived’ in” Dhaka
yesterday, foreign ministry sources
said,

Foreign secretaries of India and
Sri Lanka Shyam Saran and HMGS
Palihakkara will arrive today to
attend the Saarc Standing
Committee meeting.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 3

Programming
body begins
consultation

UNB, Dhaka

The Saarc Programming Commitiee
comprising senior officials of the
forum's seven member states yester-
day began a two-day consultation to
arrange the business to be transacted
by the South Asian leaders in their
Dhakameet.

On the first day, they reviewed
progress in activities and imple-
mentation of programings under
the Regional Integrated
Programme of Action (Ripa).

The committee also considered
reports of four technical commit-
tees and five working groups that
met in 2004 and 05 in areas of
socipecanomic cooperation,
related to women, youth and chil-
dren, health and population, trans-
port, agriculture and rural develop-
ment, tourism, telecommiinica-
tionsand ICT. .

SEE PAGE 15 COL 4
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stepped up security forthe 13th Saarc Summit,

Orange alert at Z :

onNovll-14

Foreign security teams express satlsfactmn

at arrangements

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

Zia International Airport (ZIA) will
remain under 'orange' security
.. alert, one notch down the top, for
fourdays froom Fridaywhen leaders
ofthe South Asian countries partic-
ipating in the 13th Saarc Summit
will be flyingin and outof the city.
Incoming and outgoing fight
schedules will remain mostly
unchanged excepting for 45 min-
utes when a Saarc leader arrives
and 30 minutes when one departs
to make the security foolproof,
officials concerned said.
As part of a massive security

build-up, some 40,000 security
men drawn from police, Rapid
Action Battalion (Rab), army,
Bangladesh Rifles, Armed Police
Battalion, Ansar, Special Security
Force (SSF), President's Guard
Regiment (PGR) and intelligence
agencies along with plainclothes-
men are Keeping a sharp vigilance
on thecity hosting the summit.
Advance security teams from
the Saarc countries are also now in
Dhaka to look after the security of
their respective heads of state and
government. Sources said they
have expressed satisfaction over
the security arrangements made by

1“,: _' !

the Bangladesh &mhuﬂﬁgs for the
November 12-13 summit of the
South Asian Association for
regional Cooperation.

The authorities have
several city §t
off-limits to pu £, Sources said
security at the country's border has
also beensteppedup.

“For the upcoming Saarc
Summit, ithas been decided by the
authorities that Iram 00:01 hours
on November 11 to 24:00 hours on
November 14, 2005 the security
alert state at Zia .Inlematit}nal
Airport will be kept at orange,” a

| SEE PAGE 2 COL 5
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- TowARD A MORE MEANINGFUL SAARC

Poh'acalwﬂl

Reglonal Co-op

needed to cut tofight2-headed

differences dragon ofpoverty,

KholiquzzamanAhmad, T€rrorism

RAFIQ HASAN Debapriya Bhattacharya
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Renowned economist and
President of Bangladesh
Economic Association (BEA) Dr
Qazi Kholiqguzzaman Ahmad
has stressed the need for

Centre for Policy Dialogue
(CPD) Executive Director
Debapriya Bhattacharya
stresses that Saarc has to

| Saarc parliament
vital to fostering
cooperation
Ziaur RahmanKhan
SHAKHAWAT LITON

Effective co-op
to help enhance
intra-regional
trade, integration
Mustafizur Rahman
STARF CORRESPONDENT

Stressing the need for creation
of a Saarc parliament, Barrister
Ziaur Rabman Khan, chairman
of the parliamentary standing
committeée on foreign ministry,

Research Director of the Centre
for Policy Dialogue (CPD)
Mustafizur Rahman finds sub-
stantial potential for making

Inflation eases, but  |iGepasksws
| to review
forex reserve drops | decision

BB governor confident of overcoming strains

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Though pressure from different
sides continues to build up on the
country's economy, its inflation
rate has slowed down in recent
months.

Bangladesh Bank's latest data
also shows that the foreign
exchange reserves have declined
sharply due to higher spending for
oil imports, despite higher remit-
tanceinflow.

Taka continued to depreciate
against the dollar. In the last one
year till October 6, the taka lost by
6.67 percent its value against the
dollar.

The government has outpaced
the private sector in borrowing

while its revenue collection has '

increased compared to that of the
lastyear.

Theegonomystarted to beunder
strain from the outset of the last
fiscal, which began with two rounds
of flooding, The pressure on the
economy continued as the country
steppedontothe newfiscal.

Bangladesh Bank Governor
Saleh Uddin Ahmed, however, says,

~"Compared to the economies of

our neighbouring countries, our
[economic] foundation is still
strong, Therefore the problems we
have now can be overcome.” {

f

Talking to the press at the
Economic Reporters Forum (ERF)
at the Jatiya Press Club yesterday,
the governor further said, “But itis
not possible to address all' eco-
nomic issues by correcting the
monetary policies through the
central bank. There are other fac-
tors like the law and order, or
investmment climate having impor-
tant roles to play in improving the
economy.”

“But we are trying to improve
the coordination of the fiscal and
monetary policies which can yield
positive impact for the economy,”
headded.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 1

The Local Government Engineering
Department (LGED) yesterday

asked the World Bank (WB) to |
review its decision to withdraw a |
part of its loans for eight coniract)

packages on grounds of corruption |
asitcontradicts the bank's previous
decisions onthese contracts,

In a letter to the WB, the LGED
said that in June 2003, it detected
identical rates and handwriting in
the tender bids for these schemes
and sought the WB's 'no-objection’

for re-bidding. But the WB did'not.

agree to treat those activities as
proof of collusive bidding.
Subsequently, those eight contract
packages were implemented unin-
terrupted.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 3

| PROPOSED PROCUREMENT LAW

Polls spend exigency m!' .;-;es
ministers go againstit

WB's $200mv loans hang on cabinet clearance byNov 17

STAR REPORT

As the draft Public Procurement
Law (PPL) subsumes strict mea-
sures standingin the way of misap-
propriation of funds and’ imple-
mentation of irregular projects, a
section of ministers, treasury
bench members and bureaucrats
are hard opposed to enacting the
law before the general elections.
. On the other hand, the World
Bank (WB) wants the Cabinet at
least to approve the draft before
November 17 as a bill to be tabled
before parliament. Otherwise, it
will defer sanctioning the $200
million third tranche of its
Development Support Credit
(DSC) to Bangladesh.

The government has a[rcady
fulfilled nine of the 13 conditions

the WB attached to the DSC.
Among the rest, the WB clips the
highestimportance to the PPL, asit
believes the country must ensuire a
cost effective procurement system
to ensure good governance,

But, most of the ministers and
ruling coalition lawmakers as well
as a quarter of bureaucrats do not
want the legislation ahead of the
next parliamentary election, as it
wotld restrict their authority over
projects involving billions of taka.

At present, they take project
decisions under the Public
Procurement Regulation (PPR),
2003, which was also pushed
through by the WB. But, the PPR
being not a law, they often bypass
its provisions through administra-
tive decisions.

For instance, if a PPR provision

is violated in _impler’nqn_mﬁnn of a
project -- the bureaucrats and
ministers concerned gel it cleared
by obtaining the Gabinet's
approval. Many projects have also
been approved in vj_olat.i_pn of the
PPR in this manner. Again, the PPR
after its adoption in 2003 has been
relaxed in many areas under pres-
sure from different ministries,
planning ministrysourcessaid,
But, once the PPL is enacted,
such irregularities and bypassing
willbecome verydifficult. |
“For example, if a ministry
wants to modify & project, it then
will have to resort to parliament for
approval or seek a presidential
ordinance,” a planning ministry
sourcesaid. *Onthe otherhand, we
have seen in thc past that the
. SEEPAGE. 4coL3

France declares

of emergency

AP, Paris f

President Jacques Chirac declared
a state of emergency yesterday,
paving the way for curfews to be
imposed on riot-hit cities and
towns in an extraordinary measure
to halt France's worst civil unrestin
decades after 12 nights of violence.

Police, meanwhile, said over-
night unrest Monday-Tuesday,
while still widespread and destruc-
tive, was not as violent as previous
nights,

"The intensity of this violence is
‘on the way down," National Police
Chief Michel Gaudin said, citing
fewer attacks on public buildings
and fewer direct clashes between
youths and police. He said rioting
was reported in 226 fowns across

France, compared to nearly 300 the
nightbefore.

The state-ol-emergency decree
invoked under a 50-year-old law
allows curfews where needed and
will become effective at midnight
Tuesday, with an initial 12-day
limit. Police massively reinforced
asthe violence has fanned out from
its initial flash point in the north-
eastern suburbs of Paris were
expected to enforce the curfews.
The armyhasnotbeencalledin.

Nationwide, vandals burned
1,173 cars, compared to 1,408
vehicles Sunday-Monday, police
said. A total of 330 people were
arrested, down from 395 the night
before

Local officials "will be able to
impose curfews on the areas where

state

this decision: applies, Chirac said

determination of Ch
tested governmentio

Prime Min]ij
Villepin said
be sentenced to up/to two months
imprisonment, adding that restor-
ingorder "will taketime."

"We are facing delerm']ncd
individuals, structured gangs,"
Villepin told’ parliament on

$EE PAGE 15 COL 3
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