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FIAMIMA, once a poor woman from a remote village
in: atkhira district, has done her bit to brighten the
l%efaf the country. She has been adjudged the
- creative small entrepreneur in a world-wide
tion organised by the United Nations Capital
entFund (UNCDF). Shamimaisnowattendinga
p mony organised for the small entrepreneurs at
the UNheadquarters inNew York.

The success story of the enterprising woman should
convince us that poverty is not an irreversible
phenomenon, and also that the right kind of ventures can
change the lots of the poor in a very perceptible way.
Shamima had started with a paltry amount of money, but is
nm;l&ﬁr?}udmmerofan establishment where 20 people are
em

Thogeaclﬂa?ements of Shamima are significant for a

number of reasons. It is an example of what a rural woman
can achieve if she gets the necessary financial support.
ation of women in the development process is a goal
that qponomists attach great importance to, and nothing
can be more effective in this respect than creation of self
emplnymant opportunities for the rural women. In
Shamima's case, it worked wonders and for others it will at
leastamuremasonablydecenthfe-
L It:qme news that at least 50 per cent of the rural
poﬁf have been brought under the micro-credit
mes in the country. If this trend continues, poverty
allmation will not remain an elusive goal for us in the
co

Sh‘ﬁmj.ma has demonstrated commendable
ixmmtfw!ness and the ability to diversify her businesses.
This could be an object lesson for the small entrepreneurs
looking forabreakthrough in their respective fields.

Therecognition that Shamima has won from the UNCDF
is also a recognition of the tremendous contribution that
women are making to our national economy. There is no
douht that the target of economic emancipation of the
massps’gaqnot be achieved until things change for the
o1 at I_he-grassroots level. Shamima is a symbol of hope
I ns of poor struggling to ward off the challenge

hasshown the path.

Rapéd« schoolgir] takes

own life
No protection for the most vulnerable

ID eelebrations in the village of Sreepur in Durgapur
upazila were marred by the suicide of class ten
i student, Nazma Khatun. Nazma felt that she had no
recoursebut to take her own life following her rape byalocal
man and subsequent inability to receive justice either
.ﬂ’km"ﬁ" ce, the courts, pelacal arbitration;
eh'is'only
such fmﬁ' nts, underlines the difficulty that rape victims
have in bringing their violators to justice and receiving their
dayin court.

It has been reported that Nazma's family repeatedly
attempted to file a complaint with the local police station,
but w,gre' denied. Subsequently, her father filed a case

nder theWomen and Children Repression Prevention Act,

] .,nqehas been arrested pursuant to this.

villagers have held four arbitrations since the rape
hutnone have delivered justice. Anarbitration held
3 ordered therapistto payafine of Tk 40,000, but

nu&e
thamqne}s though handed over to the local OC on October 1,

1 _‘pmssedontuNazma family

mpounding Nazma's misery was the fact that she in
a n to being raped, over the past few months she has
had to suffer beatings, threats, and humiliation from the
handﬁafmher villagers.

Th.iéttenible story serves as a textbook case for what is
wron with our legal system and society, and shows how to
this neither the law nor society is sufficiently attentive
to the needs of those who are most vulnerable.

The fact is that Nazma was failed by both the formal and
informallegal systems, both of which are utterly insensitive
and corrupted to deal with such cases. Even worse is the
fact that, as a rape victim, she was forced to suffer
ostracisation and humiliation in her community, and that
shame and stigma were attached to her when she fell victim
to another's lust.

This is a challenge the authorities and the society as a
whole must take up. Police officials and courts need to be
responsive and functional so that people can receive
justice, and the guilty are not able to buy their way out of
trouble due to their wealth or their connections. The very
first duty of the government is to provide security and
justice for its pegple. The law, in practice as well as on
paper, must p more value on protecting women, their
rights, and thei digmty

latést ina’ SIe&dy?;tﬁjg of
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Regional resolve needed to banish terrorism

ANM NURUL HAQUE

HE terrorists have struck

again and. this time in the

heart of New Delhi. A series
of powerful blasts rocked the
Indian capital on October 29,
killing at least 65 people and leav-
ing more than two hundred
injured. Most of those killed or
injured in the blasts were common
people out shopping in the higgest
Hindu and Muslim festivals Diwali
and Eid-ul-Fitr, Three nearlysimul-
taneous blasts tore through a bus
and two crowded markets. The
previously little known Islamic
Revolutionary Group, believed to
have ties to a hard-line militant
group fighting Indian rule in
Kashmir, claimed responsibility for
the blasts. This was a continuing
manifestation of a continued
program chalked out by Islamist
ideologues who believe they must
establish Islamic deminance
where large Muslim population
live, includes South Asia. The blasts
came a little more than two weeks
after the US embassy in New Delhi
issued a public warning about
possible terrorist attacks in the
Indian capital and other cities

includingsuicide bombings.

Some 500 bombs exploded
nearly simultaneously in 63 dis-
tricts of Bangladesh on August 17,
killing two persons and injuring
more than 300 people. Bombs
exploded at 28 well secured points
in the capital city including Prime
Minister's office, Secretariat,
Supreme Court and Judge Court.
The Islamist militants again hit on
the courts stoking further fear that
has already engulfed the nation.
Five serial bomb blasts at the
courts in Chandpur, Laxmipur and
Chittagong occurred on October 3,
leaving two people dead and 38
others, including a district judge
and a police injured. Two perpetra-
tors held from the Chandpur blast
site and one from Laxmipur said
Jamaatul Mujahideen Bangladesh

(JMB), which has been blamed for
the August 17 serial bomb blasts,
assigned them to carry out the
_atiacks. Having patronage from the
powerful, both from inside and
ouliside of the country, a new breed
of religious extremists have gradu-
ally emerged in Bangladesh and
made their existence strong
enough to pose threat to state
security.

The Daily Star in its investigation
reports entitled Inside the Militant
Groups published profiles of as
many as seven militant. groups.

Islamist outfits have thriven a
strong network with other terrorist
groups in South Asia to carry out
their nefarious designs.

Whatever may be the definition
of terrorism, it is no doubt a set-
back for all the Saarc countries
toward peace and prosperity, anc

regional resolve is needed to ban-

ish terrorism. The Saarc Regional
Convention on Suppression of
Terrorism was signed in
Kathmandu in November 1987
during the third Saarc summit and
came into force on August 22'fol-

groups of the Saarc countries.
These are United Liberation Front
.of Assam (Ulfa), National Socialist
Council of Nagaland (NSCN), Self
Defence United Front of South East
Himalya, Tehrik-e-Pakistan,
Millat-I-1slam, Jamaat-ud-Dawa,
Laskar-e-Taiyeba, Muttahida,
Majlish-e-Amal, Mapist guerilla
andLiberation Tigers of Tamil Elam
(LTTE). A decision of sending
photographs and bio-data of the
top listed 128 terrorists of these
extremist groups in the Saarc coun-
e /u-iuhasalsu beentaken,

national scrutiny over the Delhi
bomb blasts, with the UN Security
Council passed a strongly worded
statement asking member states to

“cooperate with India in bringing

terrorists to justice, New Delhi has
publicly accused Islamabad of not
acting against terrorism directed at
India The madrasas in Pakistan
have been accused of being breed-
ing grounds for [slamist militants
and came under the spaotlight after
it emerged that at least two of the
bombers may have visited a
madrasa in Pakistan before the July

Mﬂm

The brutal killing of innocent people in New York, Madrid,

arachi, Colombo, Kathmandu, Dhaka, Bali Island, London,
Egypt, and most recently in New Delhi, has revealed that terrorism is a common enemy to all human beings. As
terrorism is growing apace, the millions of people in the South Asian region will obviously wait to see the kind of
strategies to contain regional terrorism is adopted at the Dhaka Saarc summit.

According to the reports, Jamaatul
Mujahedin Bangladesh (JMB) was
formed in 1998. The activists of this
mainstream Islamist outfit believe
in capturing state power though
armed revolution and running the

- country by establishing Islamic

rule. IMB has developed a strong
network dcross the country and
Jagrata Muslim Janata Bangladesh
(IMIB) was formed as its militant
front to carry on the armed opera-
tion. The Harkat-ul-Jihad-al-Islami
(HUJT) was formed reportedly with
assistance from Osama bin Laden.
It has around 15,000 members in
Bangladesh, including local resi-
dents and foreigners who are
mostly the students of various
madrasas. Shahadat-AL-Higma
(SAH) was lunched in 1997 but
started its activities openly in 2001
under .the banner of an NGO.
Hizbut Towhid (HT), Hizb-ul-Tahir
(HUT) and Islami Biplobi Parishad
(IBP) are some other Islamist out-
fits on a similar mission to establish
an Islamic state in Bangladesh
through armed revolution. These

lowing ratification by all member
countries. The convention pro-
vides a regional focus to many
established principles of interna-
tional law in this respect. Under its
provisions, member countries are
committed to extradite or prose-
cute alleged terrorists thus pre-
venting them from enjoying safe
heavens. The Saarc Terrorist
Offences Monitoring Desk
(STOMD) was established in
Colombo to compare, analyse, and
disseminate information about the
terrorists, their tactics, strategies
and methods. Efforts must be taken
for further strengthening STOMD
to banish terrorism in South Asia.
The government of Bangladesh
for making foolproof security
during the forthcoming Saarc
summit has ordered the law
enforcing agencies to stay on high
alert in the border areas in a bid to
resist the entry of most wanted 128
terrorists of six Saarc countries into
Bangladesh. The intelligence
agencies of Bangladesh have
already identified some extremist

Owing to heightened security
concerns in the region, the US
government has decided to open
South Asian Security Desk in its
State Department to assist nine
Asian countries in their pursuits of
making the region saferin the wake
of worldwide spread of terrorism.
Bangladesh, Pakistan and Indiax are
also included in the list of nine
countries. It is no doubt an appro-
priate step by the US government
to help the South Asian countries
for better coordination in the
global fight against terrorism as
these countries are not yet mean-
ingfully united and prepared for
such fight. "Terrorism is a menace
that we all have to face and fight
together. This is not only a phe-
nomenon here in our country. This
is something that the whole world
has to face. It is important that we
all get together and fight it
together,” said Congress President
Sonia Gandhi after the serial bomb
blasts that rocked New Delhi on
October29.

Pakistan is under intense inter-

Kashmir needs help, not politics

KDI.I]IP NAYAR
wn‘ras from New Delhi

when the terrorists struck

last time at Delhi, some four
years ago. Not familiar with the
building, they could not find the
entrance. Still they killed three
security guards till they were shot
dead.

We, the MPs of different politi-
cal parties as well as independent
members, felt so angry against
Pakistan, which allegedly trained
and harboured the militants, that
both the houses, the Lok Sabha
and the Rajya Sabha, insisted on
the government taking some
action. The then BJP-headed
government rushed the armed
forces to the border where they
stayed put for nearly two years,
confronting the Pakistan army;,
eyeball to eyeball.

This time, after the blasts in
Delhi, India's response made
more sense. No soldier was
moved to the border. No protest
was lodged with Islamabad. The
fallout was taken in its stride. The
Indian team which was at
Islamabad during the blasts to
finalise the points of entry at the
Line of Control (LoC) was
instructed to accept Pakistan's
demand for five and not to persist
with India's stand of three.

The Manmohan Singh govern-

:[was in Parliament House

ment appreciated the fact that
more entry points would facili-
tate relief and rehabilitation of
the earthquake victims on both
sides of Kashmir. Many in
Pakistan feared that the Indian

*, team would go back. President, .
Generml Mush ercafh i msol ¥

thought that New Delhi would
"Haggle" over the number of
entry points. So much so, he told
Khaled Almeena, Editor-in-Chief

est relations with Pakistan and
jointly pursue efforts for the
economic development of the
region.

Indeed, it was a bold degision
by the Indian Prime Minister to
gruu ito five entry points when

deadbadieswere pifing ap in
Delhi following the bomb blasts
and when public opinion in [ndia
felt outraged after it had
responded generously to the loss

Pakistan, if not from Pakistan
itself. This is the reason why
Manmohan Singh was at pains to
tell Musharraf on the phone that
there were "external linkages" of
terrorist groups, clearly telling
Pakistan to put its house in order.
The 'same point has been
emphasised by the UN and the
US. The response by the Pakistan
foreign office was cliche-ridden.
*The spokesman said: "Unless

7 London bombing. President
Pervez Musharral has already
announced a crackdown on
madrasas in which hundreds of
people were rounded up, including
clerics and suspected militants,
while madrasas wereasked to expel
all foreign students and register by
December 31 or be shut down.
President Musharraf said, even
though most of the religious
schools provided shelter and edu-
cation to children from rural areas,
some were fanning hatred and
militancy.

It has been learnt that the issue
of evolving an effective means to
fight terrorism is not being focused
in the agenda of the 13th Saarc
summit. But the Saarc leaders may
take up the issue to discuss, and the
Dhaka Declaration is likely to
reflect a commitment on terrorism.
Pakistan ratified the Saare conven-
tion on sup pression of terrorism on
November 2. Astatement issued by
the Pakistan Foreign Ministry saicd:
"By ratifying this convention, the
government of Pakistan has once

get it. India would be embar-
rassed ifit did not cooperate.
Islamabad cannot just dismiss
the religious aspect, "the jihad
spirit," which seems to animate
militant Islamic groups and even
al-Qaeda. Kabul has complained
about it dnd ‘New Delhi has
pointed its fingeratit. Thereisno
doubtabout the terrorists operat-
ing from the Pakistani soil despite
its claim that it has banned such

All our attention should be focused on ihe rahablhtation at this stage and | wish it l:l.'lllld be done ]ulntly, not only at
the officiallevel but also at the NGO level. The Delhi blasts have already lessened the enthusiasm among the ordinary
Indians who have been sending material and money directly or through the Pakistan High Commission. Pakistan has
to take into consideration India's sensitivities. Blasts on the one hand and the revival of vielence in Kashmir on the
other have poured cold water over India's eagerness to participate.

of Arab News, published from
Saudi Arabia, one day before the
agreement that:

"Tomorrow you will see for
yourself what Is happening --
whether we are haggling or they
are haggling." Musharraf turned
out to be wrong because he did
not anticipate Manmohan
Singh's anxiety not to disturb in
any way the growing cooperation
that was developing between the
two countries after the natural
calamity. Even otherwise,
Islamabad has failed to appreci-
ate the depth of India's feelings to
befriend Pakistan. People to
people contact has helped
change the moad and the usual
tension has disappeared.
Manmohan Singh has reportedly
told Musharraf more than once
that India wants to have the clos-

in Pakistan. (New Delhi has allo-
cated 525 million for the quake
victims). Manmohan Singh stood
by his words that the process of
conciliation with Pakistan was
"irreversible."”

But when terrorism from
across the border remains
unabated what does the Prime
Minister do to mollify angry
Indian opinion? This is the ques-
tion which may be bothering him.
A country where the society is
open and where all avenues of
communication are free, it is not
possible to influence people to
think in a particular way. The
terrorists have revived violenge in
the valley as well. New Delhi is
bound to feel angry when the
Lashkar-e-Toiba, Markaz Dawa
and other Islamic outfits still
operate from Kashmir under

they (India) share the evidence
with us, it remains a mere claim
which we cannotaccept.”
Musharraf was more forth-
coming in an earlier statement:
Pakistan was ready to join India
in the probe into the attack and
offered total and unequivocal
support. Why couldn't the
spokesman repeat what
Musharraf had said? Even if
India's allegation wasa "claim," it
should not have been rejected
straightaway. It would have been
better if Pakistan had announced
the constitution of a commission
headed by its Supreme Court
judge to go into the charge of
cross-border terrorism which
India has alleged continuously.
The proposed commission /can
invite New Delhi to provide evi-
derce or even travel to Delhi to

organisations and taken strong
action against them. Islamabad
will have to come out with some-
thing in the form of a visible
actionto proveitsinnocence.

The pressure of religious par-
ties, on which Musharraf
depends, is understandable. But
he cannot ride two horses at the
same time. Whatever internal
compulsions, he will have to
close down militant camps, the
addresses of which New Delhihas
given. Their number may have
come down. But even the opera-
tion of one camp arouses the
suspicion that Islamabad wants
to keep the option of such an
alternative open if and when it
wants to rebuild pressure on
Indiza.

At this time, when both coun-

again demonstrated im- psol
fight terrorism and roog ouﬂ‘ thls
menace from Pn.idn‘la:ﬂ' the
region.” l‘het\ddltionﬂhnto&ul to
the Saarc Regional Convention on
Suppression of Terrorism was
signed by the member states in the
12th Saarc summit held in
Islamabad in January 2004. All the
member countries have so far
ratified the additional protocal,
except Nepal. This ratification
came amidst assertions from India
pointing involvement of militant
outfits from Pakistan in the serial
hlasts of October 29 in New Delhi.
Terrorism is growing apace
across the world. Many countries
including US, UK, Indonesia,
Spain, Libya, Egypt, Sri-Lanka,
Pakistan, India, and Bangladesh
have had to witness the ugliest
face of terrorism, and the list goes
on and on. The brutal killing of
innocent people in New York,
Madrid, Karachi, Colombo,
Kathmandu, Dhaka, Bali Island,
London, Egypt, and mostrecently
in New Delhi, has revealed that
terrorism is a common enemy Lo
all human being. More than
27,000 people including 9,000
innocent civilians have been
killed in India by the terrorists in
the last five years. But theironyis
that a handful of people under
the guise of being Muslims are
engaged in terrorism that only
serves to defame the Islamic
faith. Only depraved individuals
with perverted beliefs could
commit crimes ofsuch enormity.
As terrorism is growing apace, the
millions of peaple in the South
Asian region will obviously wait
to see the kind of smlagla# m
contain regional mn:_o;la

adopted at the Dhaka Smsmn—
mit.
ANM Nurul Hagque s a banker. . s
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tries are in the midst of relief and
rehabilitation, Musharraf's
observation in his interview that
there was an opportunity to move
on the political front makes little
sense. Where is the time? Where is
the congenial atmosphere?
Where is-the focused attention it_
requires? Both govermments are
busy finding shelter for thou-
sands of people who are still
living under the open sky.
However necessary the talks on
Kashmir may be, this is not an
opportune time. Politics, quarrel-
some by nature, may what-
ever goodwill has been mfar

All our attention al'lrﬁuld he
focused on the rehabilitation at
this stage and I wish it could be
done jointly, not only at the offi-

level. The Delhi i
already lessened thé |
among the mdmary I
have been sending 1

Pakistan has to takgc
eration Indid's 561

revival of wolencs fm
the other have poured
over India's eage
pate. |

Even if the two.
to join hands Wk
their efforts, may fall Sho
daunting task that theg
ing. Pindingshc{tm‘_
and medicines for lakl 15

is not, an easy job. ding to
the UN estimate, te f thou-
sands of people might dis. How
odd sounds the voice for & politi-
cal discussion on Kash mir ?ﬂdsl‘

the cries furhclpandsu_ :

Kuldip Nayar (s an aminant Wﬁ%ﬂ\'mhl.
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Price spiral and The finance minister has failed
A to control the price hike of essen-
dwindlinghopes tials. He boasts of remittances and

After spending four years at the
citadel of power, the four party
alliance government has forgotten
the sufferings of the people who
voted them to power. Inflation and
high pdmgfmepﬁals have made
ife of the ger

foreign currency reserves but the
general well being of people is a
badly neglected area. In this criti-
cal juncture of price spiral and
volatile economic situation our
finance minister sometimes make
mockery with the people, advising
them take cabbage and cauliflower
instead ofrice, and at times he has
been bitterly critical of our food
habits.

Recently, the Bangladesh Bank
has changedits policy in SLR & CRR

ral people wtuly
conducted
1o hat the price of
4 odities has
ase ;&yaﬁ 75%. The price

of coarse rice has increased by 72%,
flour 75%, Soya bean oil 71.09%

green chil W% ete. The govern-  tosooth the money market, thatis,
men Lover the mar- through these instruments the
ket | atise of thinking Bank will withdraw Tk 2,400 crore
little for t oplé who actually from the market which mayhelp to

decrease theinflationrate.
Itisoneside of the mirror. On the
othér side the government has
decreased import duty on 3,000
items after the budget announce-

palitical destiny, It is
at the inflation rate
wu L tiuxlng the fiscal year
zaun-n;.lwhmr: now has become
?ﬁ%mmeﬁg:nlytarznﬂd-w

ment;, which will expand the vol-
ume of money in the market
through disbursement of loan for
import. Obviously, itis a contra-
dictory policyofthe government.
Finally, we want to say that if the
government does not take any
serious decision to control the
market it will face a dire conse-
quence in the next general elec-
tion.

Siraj-Ud-Daulah

Sylhet

Might is not right!

The Sophists, much to the satisfac-
tion of their supporters, held that
justice was the interest of the
stronger to which Plato objected
and put up his classic arguments
in the Republic. I recall the master
thinker in reference to recent
border conflicts between the two
nelgh_aours, India and

Bangladesh. Killing of
Bangladeshi citizens by the BSF
personnelall along the 4002kms of
the borders has become such a
routine sort of cruel mayhem that
the propensity has to be finally
checked without wasting any
more time. This type of atrocity is
unknown in the civilised world. In
addition to the company and
battalion level meetings, even the
heads of the two forces met each
other a number of times, but the
netresult turned outto be azero.
Whenever the shooting and
killing incidents take place, the
Indians come up with some con-
ventional explanations--some
Bangladeshis tried to cut open the
fence, some intruded into Indian
territory with 'lethal’ weapons like
stones and 'da' (a small sharp
instrument used to chop bamboo
éte), some were smugglers or
dacoits, some stepped beyond the

zero point and so forth. Besides
killing, there are umpteen
instances of dragging bodies inside
the Indian territory and kidnap-
ping. Whatever might be their
version, is it permissible in the
interest of humanity, international
law and good neighbourliness to
start shooting citizens of anather
country with the intention to kill?
Off and on they are amassing
troops, digging bunkers, rolling in
heavy armaments. Are all these in
the name of maintaining peaceand
stability in the region when India
aspires to become a reckonable
powerinAsia?

Bangladesh is a small over-
crowded country beset with
problems on multiple fronts. It
does not have the energy or desire
to play border games with a
mighty neighbour. India and
Bangladesh are taking up joint
ventures in'm:my fields and even

some giant Indian enterprises are
going to invest billions in this
country. The people share a com-
mon heritage and culture and no
sign of enmity ever existed
between them. But the motive of
the BSF is shrouded in foggy
intentions. Do they find it more
convenient to go on creating
trouble on the fronts for their own
interest? Do they act independ-
ently of the directives from the
top? It is clear that the DG, BSF
and the union government have
till now failed to rein the BSF in
and whack them back to the right
track., It is time the Indian leaders
had taken stern measures to stop
the killing of innocent people in a
neighbouring state.

The issue can perhaps be set-
tled in three ways. A ministerial
level joint enquiry committee
may immediately be set up to go
deep into the roots of the inci-

dents and put up recommenda-
tions; introduction of joint
patrolling by troops from both
sides; no order to shoot should
ever be given by an officer below
the rank ofa Captain or his equiv-
alent. This does not debar the
patrol from arresting the offend-
ers and handing them over to
police.

I began with the Sophists and
now end with Rousseau who said,
since Might can produce no
Right, the only foundation left for
legitimate authority in human
societies is Agreement. Consent
and agreement are two basic
conditions for peaceful living. 1
find no escape from the present

" situation except a firm workable

agreement between thie two
countries at the top level, strictly
prohibiting border mishaps and
misunderstandings for the
greater benefit of both the coun-

tries.
Md. Nawazish
Dhanmondi,'Dhaka

Shortage of teachers
There are 187 primary schools and
community primary schools at
Moulvibazar Sadar upazili. The
upazila education officer and respec-
tive assistant upazila education
officers are trying their best to ensure
quality primary eduication:With their
efforts, students’ enrolment mite has
increased and the rate of dmpauihns
gonedown. But the numbemfmech
ers in the schools is not adequate
considering the number ofstudents.

The education autharities should
look into the matter and -
sary steps for the local 5 [0
function smoothly
Md.FazlulQuader
Head Teacher
Kadirpur Govt. Primary School
Moulvibazar

—

1 4

3

L ‘



