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AL MANSUR

A pioneering theatre activist
will aid technical crew

ERSHAD KaMOL

L Mansur began performing
in TV plays from 1973 and has
received appreciation for his
bold appearance on the small screen.
Moreover, he has written many TV

CULTURAL FEAST

Photography Exhibition
Title: Gunter Grass: Photographs
Photographer: Nasir Ali Mamun
Venue: Exhibition Gallery, Goethe
Institut, Dhanmondi Dhaka.

Date: October 14-30

Theme: Photo exhibition on Palestinian
Intifadha against aggressive Zionism
Organiser: Embassy of the Islamic
Republicof Iran

Venue: Sculptor Novera Hall, National
Museum

Date: October 23-27, from 9am to
4:30pm

Group Exhibition

Artistes: Students of Department of
Crafts

Venue: Zainul Gallery, Institute of Fine
Arts, Dhaka University

Date: October 22-27, from 10am to 8pm

Book Exhibition

Occasion: 135th birth anniversary of
Russian writer lvanA. Bunin

Venue: Russian Cultural Centre

Date: October 27-31

Art Exhibition

Title: Les lllustrets

Artist: 15 Contemporary artists of
France

Venue: La Gallery, Alliance Francaise
26, Mirpur Road, Dhanmondi

Al Mamun

plays. A former producer of BTV, Al
Mansur has recently returned to
Bangladesh from USA. After a hiatus of
16 years from directing TV
programmes, he has now embarked
on training the young technical crew
of the country.

Al Mansur says, “I have returned
withabigproject. Our TV programmes
are technically backward compared to
the programmes of developed
nations. I have brought with me a
high-tech camera, sound system, light
system and editing panel. I aspire to
train the selected young talents in
direction, cinematography and edit-
ing using these high-tech tools. I have
already started sharing my working
experience in USA with seven selected
technical crew. Itis the part of orienta-
tion before beginning new TV
programmes.

“Ijoined BTV as a producer in 1980
and worked till 1989. Later, I under-
went training in the USA and made
programmes there. While watching
Bangladeshi programmes on satellite
channels, I felt that I could help the
young makers to make technically
sound programmes.”

AlMansur has made a greatimpact
on the post-Liberation War theatre
movement in Bangladesh by intro-
ducing the neo-theatre movement.
To quote Mansur, “Just after
Liberation there were a few theatre
troupes, which staged occasional
plays in Bangladesh. At the end of
1972, at the fresher's reception for the
students of Department of
Journalism and Mass
Communication of Dhaka University,
I organised a 30-minute play at the
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Teachers Students Centre (TSC)
auditorium. I was the playwright,
director and also acted in the play.
Pioneering light technician of the
country, Siraj, helped me immensely
during the production. He developed
a manual dimmer for the light opera-
tion.

“M Hamid, a student activist
during those days offered to help us
arrange hall-based drama competi-
tions. Later, students of nine dormi-
tories staged nine plays in the compe-
tition in 1973. I was the playwright as
well as the director of one of the
participating plays, which was staged
by the students of SM Hall. Later, we
organised Natyachakra, a theatre
troupe under his guidance. And most
of the activists of the then
Natyachakra, such as M Hamid,
Nasiruddin Yousuff, Selim Al Deen,
Abdul Quader, Khairul Alam Shobuj
and others are prominent theatre
personalities of the country.

“In 1974 we formed Dhaka
Theatre. I am the playwright of Biday
Monalisa, which is a Dhaka Theatre
production. The last stage play in
which I performed is Muntasir
Fantasy. Moreover, my play Hey
Jonota Arekbar was staged at the then
Racecourse Ground, at the council of
Bangladesh Muktijoddha Sangsad,
which had an audience turnout of
over 20,000,” adds Mansur.

Exhibition

Handicrafts to the forefront

A colourful work in batik (Top), a creation in applique (Bottom)

Favza HAQ

An exhibition of promising handi-
crafts was seen recently at the Zainul
Gallery. The participants were
Farhana Ferdausi, Nadia Anwar, Pintu
Deb, Mehreen Zaman and Jagadish
Chandra Roy. The exhibits included
batik paintings, hand painted clothes
and items ofhousehold interest.
Nadia Anwar used child art in her
work of applique and batik. Three
dolls were seen on the fabric back-
ground, one of African origin, wearing

Nargis: An unforgettable presence on silver screen

Among the great actresses of all time
was the incandescent Nargis. Her
authentic and understated perfor-
mances made her a class apart in days
when Indian cinema could be quite
loud and theatrical.

Born on June 1, 1929, she was
named Fatima Rashid. She was the
daughter of actress, singer and film-
maker Jaddanbai. When just five years
old, her mother introduced her as a
child star, Baby Rani.

Her first adult lead role was in
Mehboob Khan's Taqgdeer (1943)
opposite Motilal. She carved a niche in
the same filmmaker's Humayun (1945)
as Hamida Bano. However, the path to
stardom came with Andaaz (1949) and
Barsaat (1949). Andaaz remains one of
the bestlove-triangles in Hindi cinema
with Nargis turning in a fine perfor-
mance as the urban woman caught
between Dilip Kumar and Raj Kapoor.

Nargis often played women caught
in a dilemma, leading to a tragic end --
Mela (1948), Andaaz (1949), Jogan
(1950), Babul (1950), Deedar (1951)
and Bewafaa (1952) among others.

Meanwhile off-screen, the grape-
vine was rife with gossip about her
affair with the already married Raj
Kapoor. After Awaara (1951) she
paired up almost exclusively with him,
even turning down her mentor
Mehboob's Aan (1952). Film-goers
watched enthralled as the duo

In Shree 420 (1955), for instance, there
was an unforgettable song, Pyar Hua
Ikrar Hua which depicted Nargis and
Raj prancing around under an
umbrellain heavyrain.

By 1956 the pair had gone their
separate ways. Chori Chori (1956), a
breezy entertainer based on Frank
Capra's It Happened One Night
(1934), was their last film together.

Raho (1956) for old times sake. Critics
and viewers felt it was fitting that at
the end of the film she was the woman
who finally quenched Raj Kapoor's
thirst.

Later, Mehboob offered her a role
in his magnum opus Mother India
(1957).

Mother India is a moving film,
which depicts the sufferings of an

and earthy performance. The film
represented the pinnacle of her career
and won her the Best Actress award at
the prestigious Karlovy Vary festival.
Mother India was also nominated for
the Oscar for Best Foreign Film but it
lost to Fredrico Fellini's Nights of
Caberiaby asolitary vote!

The film was a turning point for
Nargis in more than one way.
Apparently while shooting for Mother
India, Nargis was trapped amidst lit
haystacks. As the flames leapt
skywards, Sunil Dutt playing her
rebellious son, Birju, in the film ran
through the fire and rescued her.
Subsequently he proposed to her.
Nargis married Sunil Dutt and quit
films after the marriage. However, she
did lend her voice and we see her
silhouette in Sunil Dutt's 'one actor
movie monument' Yaadein (1964)
and she did make a comeback of sorts
expertly playing a woman with a split
personality in Raat Aur Din (1967)
winning a National Award for the
work.

In addition to films, Nargis had
philanthropic leanings. The first film
personality to be awarded the
Padmashree, her charitable work for
spastics saw her nominated to the
Rajya Sabha. She died of cancer in
1981, the same year her son Sanjay
Dutt made his screen debut with
Rocky.

green clothes, with another cuddly
doll in the centre with striped clothes,
and thelasta cute stuffed toy. This was
purely decorative and was based on
the artist's experience at a school
where she teaches. A mixed media
work by the same artist broughtin cats
surrounding a bowl, which once bore
threefish.

Another batik work by Farhana
Ferdousi presented two rare birds a
holude bou and a dhanesh. They were
seen sitting on a tree with wild flowers.
It took the artist a week to complete it

inthe classroom. As she worked on the
creation, Farhana progressed from
light colours like white to the dark
ones like blue and green. Wax played
animportant partin the making of the
picture. Another of her creations bore
three owls, seen at night time and
were presented in vibrant reds and
orange. The skywas colourful too.

A beautiful hand painted sari by
Jagadish Chandra Roy brought in
motifs of flowers, star bursts and sea
weeds. This was in orange, yellow
and mauve. A batik sari by the same
artist depicted fish in vibrant greens
and yellow on a background of
black, pink and brown. Farhana's

entrée was a bedcover in blocks, in
paisley pattern and peacock motifs.
The cushion covers in batik brought
in motifs of fish and other folk
designs which also included animals
like elephants and goats. Flowers
had also been included in the com-
position. In addition, hand painted
punjabis and fotuas were included
in the display.

The inaugural day had brought in
prominent artists like Abdus
Shakoor Shah, Abul Barq Alvi and
Farida Zaman. It was a gala occa-
sion, fit for the coming Eid.
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Goodlfellas' reign of terror
continues on movie chart

Martin Scorsese's classic mobster movie Goodfellas is the
greatest film of all time, according to the experts at a British

film magazine.

The 1990 film, based on the exploits of real life gangster
Henry Hill, which starred Ray Liotta, Robert de Niro and Joe
Pesci, was No. 1 in a Total Film magazine poll published

Mondaylast.

“Goodfellas has it all--story, dialogue, performances,
technique,” the magazine said. “Itis slick, arguably the slickest
film ever made. But it is also considered, layered and freighted

withmeaning.”

Vertigo, Alfred Hitchcock's masterpiece starring Kim Novak
as awoman who is haunted by her dual persona, was at No. 2
and Jaws, the thriller that starred a shark, was third. Fight Club
starring Brad Pitt, came fourth, followed by The Godfather:

Goodfellas

PartII,Orson Welles' classic Citizen Kane, Tokyo Story directed
by Japan's Yasujiro Ozu and The Empire Strikes Back the
second filmin George Lucas' Star Warssaga, was eighth.

The Lord of the Ringstrilogy was at No. 9 and the Cary Grant
comedy His Girl Fridaywas tenth.

There are a number of surprises, with the classic wartime
drama Casablanca only making it to No. 98 and Lawrence of
ArabialanguishingatNo. 77.

Other films in the top 25 included Chinatown (No. 12);
Manbhattan (No. 13); Taxi Driver (No. 14); It's a Wonderful Life
(No. 15); Apocalypse Now (No. 20); Rear Window (No. 24) and
Sunset Boulevard (No. 25).
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